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NGO STATIMENT TO THE GLOBAL CCNSULTATION ON THEE REALIZATICY
OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELCPMENT AS A HUMAN RIGET

The undersigned Non-Governmental Organizations in comsulative status

with ECCSOC wish to present the following suggestions:

In spite of the high hopes placed in the International Development
Strategy of the Third UN Development Decade, its objectives kave not been
realized., The serious situation in which the world finds itself and the
frustrations resulting from the failure of all countries to live up to the
vrinciples they have accepted call at present for a bold and generous

initiative toward the realization of the right to develiopzent.

Steps should aim at greater social and econcmic Justice between countries
and within them, and z rwore equitable sharing of the world's resources.
Development is more than economic growth and should include meeting the
fundamental needs of all people and/ removing inhumen differerces in standards

of living which now condemn millions to poverty and early desth.
. : 1

Therefore we welcome the adoption by the United Nations Generel Assembly
on L December 1986 of the Declaration on the Right to Development. The right
to development is the capacity recognized to each individual, to eack people, -
and to each group of teing eble to accede to greater well-veing and dignity
iz respect for freedom, Justice and a meeringful cultural identity. The
rignt to development Is applicable in é.ll rarts of the world sizce poverty
ard exclusion cf vulreredle sectors of the society are cresent in gll countries.
The right to developme=nt has therefore an indivicual and a collective
&izension. It originetes in the principles of the Charter of +he United Natiors

ard other relevent irterzational instruments of Luman rights.

We believe that tke right to develcrment must be impiemented oYy a

ccmprehensive programze taking into account necessary referrs in the structure
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cf world preduction, ezmergy-use, food ang agriculture, irdustrializaticn,

the internaticral

Vi -

<erms of trade, flow of resources to tpe developing countries,
—onetary system and external 1ndebted.ness, and the transfer cf technolcgy with
the prime purpose beicg the developmenr of all

end cultural diversity.

tuman beirgs in their social



The Globel Consultation will pay speciel attention to metkods <o monitor
the right *o development., Therefore we wish to draw attention to the following

peints:

1) MONITCRING THE TMPLEMENTATICN OF THE RIGET TO DEVELCPMENT

The need <o review and to monitcer international develorment strategies
and the reslization of the right to develorment is a crucial problem. We rust
find ways to make the Member States of the United Nations more aware of
their accountability towards the international community and their

responsibilities to the peoples in the developing countries.

Progress, however rnoteworthy, achieved in the attainment of targets
expressed in guantitative terms, must never loose sight of human needs

ard asrirations.

Hon-Governmental Organizations with their activities at the locel, naticnal,
and internaticnal level should play an active role in monitering development
pelicies and the right to development. lon-governmental organizations have
taken a lead in monitcring violations of human rights in such fields as
artitrary arrests, executions and torture. They are incressingly active in
ronitoring environmentzl situations. Thus they can be usefully associated

in efforts to monitor the right to develorment.

The Uni<ed Nations System - including the United Nations, its Specialized
Lgencies zné its finarcial institutions - must also develop a self-monitoring
system so that the rignht to develorment is an integral part of planning
arné evaluaticn of the United Nations' development activities. We propose

the 7cllcwing measures:

2) All United Naticrs agencies and developrment programmes should appoint
a2 terscn at a high level to deal ¥ith the implementation of the right to

develorzent.

©) As tart of the izternal review trocedures, a panel of independent
experts cr an advisory toard serving in a personal capacity should be
arvointed ty the Secretary-General to review information from any relevant

ource including gover=zments, United Nations organs and agencies, other

0

muitilateral organizaticns and non-goverrnmental organizations. Cn the basis
g

=2 <ne revoris, the Secretary-Generel should report to the Commission on

Zuzen Zights znd through it <o ZCCSCC on the trogress of irplementation

—ne Fight <o Cevelcrment at the naticnal, regicnal



ard interzaticnal levels, including within the Uni‘ed Jations itself,

¢) This panel or advisory board should in cooperaticn with the Committee
on Zconoric, Social and Culturel Rights help to develop indicaters to

conitor the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population.

d) Within the World Infermation Campaign on Human Rights special material
should be developed to promote awareness of the right to developrment among

non-governmental organizaticns in both develcped and developing countries.

e) The Advisory Services Programme of the Centre for Human Rights should

give priority to the promoticn of the right to development througn seminars,

treirning courses, translations and publicaticns for perscnz ~ithin inter-
governmental organizations, governments and ncn-governmenT. organizations

at local, regional and naticnel levels.

2) DEVELCPMENT: AN EVOLVING CONCEPT

The Declaration on the Right to Development recognizes " that development
is a coxmprehensive economic, social, cultural and political process, which
airms at the constant izprovement of the well-veing of the entire populaticn
ard of all individuals on the basis of their active, free and meaningful
T rticipation in develcpment and in the fair distribution of tenefits
resulting therefrom" and that " all human rights and fundamental freedoms
are indivisible and interdepvendent and that, in order to premote development,

ezual attention and urgent consideration should be given to the implementaticn,

e
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cmotion and protecticn of civil, pclitical, eccnomic, socizl and cultural

rignts and that, accordingly, the promoticn of, respvect for end enjoyment of

certain human rights and fundamental freedoms cannot Jjustify the denial of

~g vaa

cther human rignts ané fundamental freeders.”

Therefore development reguires the existence within a society of

agreed-upon rmechanisms for the allocaticn of all available resources in th
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izzerests of *he whole communi<y.

The Leclaration cn <he Fight to Development zliso states that "2ffective
~eagures should be undertaken to ensure that women have an active role in

<ze development process.” In fact, women already tlay e most active role.

Tze rroblem is rather that the role is rarely acknowledged, that women do

2% receive 2 fair share of the result cf *heir activities, and that they
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women's worlk especially in tke informal and unpaid sectors.

However development is more than equality of opportunity for all in

ct

heir access to besic resources, education, heslth services, food, housizg,

vloyment and the feir distridbuticn of income. Develorment also embodies

]

the aspiretion cf individuals and sccieties to 2 tetter and richer life,

(1]
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The visions cf the gocd life and agreerment upon the methceds acceptabpl
attain it will cheange througnh time. Therefore we must remair sensitive to
the evoluticn of the concept of development, to ethicel considerstions cn
the use of science and technclogy, and to increased awareness of th

interaction between hurans and the environment
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Food is not a mere commodity; it is the btasis of life and should be

regardeéd as & pasic human right in all develcpment plarns.

Likewise land in many countries and cuwlitures is equated with life. It is
therefore essential that measures be taken so that land cwnership is a reel
rossibility for those who work it. States, therefcre, are encouraged to

irmiement genuine land refoinm programnss that transfer land atf little cr
no cost to the farmers. In addition, the necessary support structure must

te given to farmers, coth women and men, to prcduce more fcor lccal needs.

Fesources allocaticn should bve devoted to food production for the

satisfaction of essential local needs. Given the important roie which women
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lzy in vesic food preduction in many countries, special attenticn should be

ven tc thelr contritution in all zgricultural development efforts and
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e taken so that women receive a fair share of the benefits of new
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ar
agricultural techniques and rrogrammes.

cod should only bte used for export and industrialisaticn cnce naticnal
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quirements have Teen ret,

ccd eid policies should be drastically reformulated by agricuitural-
sxzerting countries so that the focus is on reeching the mest needy

Tcruliaticn greups wherever shey may te, Morecover foed aid sheuld only te
2sed e er careful study of the ceonseguences in order that i% not have a
Zetrimental effect on local treduction and trices in develcping countrie

2y on lccal dletary zatterns,

Trgen ztenticn shculd te given to world fcod security ané <he dangers
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L) PCPULAR PARTICIPATICN

The realization of the right to develcpment requires active cepular

P,

participation in all aspects of life which have an influence on individu

and collective well-being.

Such ropular particiration includes the rignt to "take tart in the
conduct of public affairs directly or through freely chosen representatives'
as set out in article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.
"ore, however, popular participation must extend to all aspects of
social, political, economic and cultural affairs ané thus includes =he
whcle process of decisicn-making concerning devel..rzent 25 well as the

. wnd . .
evaluation mee sharing cf the benefits o developrern:.

Popular participaticn often implies the tromotion of lccz. initiatives,
a degree of political and economic decentralizztion, and the voluntary

Irplementation of develcpment projects.

Popular participaticn requires the free association of iadividuals,

ard special care must te given to safeguarding the right of essociation.

5) DEVELCPMENT vs ARMAMENTS

“loney spent on arrms cennot be put into social and eccnomic development
This distprtion of pricrities negates the possibility for harzonious and
sust world development. The continued escalation cf arms expendiiure ras
underrined the Third Tevelcrment Decade and threatens all develcprent

strategies.

“iolence, wars, armed conflicts, militarization and the vroiiferstion

o rara-military groucs in developing countries have rrevented developrent

in a2 spirit of Jjustice z2nd caused large-scale destruction.

Z¥%crts rust be

made to rTermit tolitical dialogue leading to the racific se
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erent c?f

éiszutes.

7e telieve that the Improved international relaticns ameng =2
nuclear-weapon States szould lead to extensive cuts in miliiery svending.
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unis should te re-~dirscted toward world-wide ecorcric znd sccoial cevelopment.
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