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VI, Implementation and further erharncemstnt of the Declaratiot

arn the Right £o Development

In connection with the Declaration on the Right to Development it
might be posz=zible that the Commiszziorn orm Human Riqhts
wondld decide or recommend some implementation measures —~ for

example & reporting system bazed orn State reports or the

appointmett of a special rapportedr or something elss. It
this case it would be important to have SOMWE auidsl irees feoe

to svaluate the

M

progress in realizing the right to
dewvalopment., It seemz - @ o be necessary bo introduce
firvat some thoughtz on some of the ideaz at the baszis of this=

Declaration.

1. Therse is v doubt, that there o

it be o meaningful

p
oy

dewelopment withowt the implementatiorn of bhuman rights. and
there should be no doubt, that, i the lorng run, humath rights

carn be realized only under conditiotnzs of dewﬁlnnmpnt. Thet e

)]

showld alzoc be no doubt, that dewvelopment must be conhected

with the whale raroge of human riaghts. Thiszs is the spirit o

o F

rticle

i
(15
.

the Declaration. This Article underlines once
more,'that "511l human rights arnd fundamstital freedom=s are

indivizible arnd interdependent! eausld atteﬁtimn atvd wurgent:
conzideration shouwld be giver: to the implementation
promotion and protection of ciwil, political, eco omic,

z=ozial and cultural rights'.



2. The Umited Hations, in gerteral, has lald zpecial stress

o o—iwil and political right

In

at the cost of ecomomic, =ocial
and cultural riohts. This has been so, irnspite of the fact
that the Gersral Assembly az well sz the Commizsion on Human
Fights hawe been criticizing such an unbalarnced approach uesr
after ysar. Looking at the handling of the right to
dewelopment, howewer, the opposite waz true.

Whua thisT

Qozeriz of rezolubions adopted it the United Hations sustem

zspeak of the

m
m

qual wvalus, of the interdepsrdence and
indivizibility of ciwil, political, sconomic, zocial and

rifhel

m

., Rime sarnd again, one can find
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cultunral rights. Hew

the opiniorn, that ecornomic, social snd culturasl rightzs are of

e

a le=zz binding, less “humarn rightsY character than ciwil and

political rights. Che have, howwewery, o keep i mind that
bzl Human Bights Cowvenants ar

- efnbailing concrete

T:

obligations for the parties, which mad differ in
precizseress, » Dhe cannot avold the impreszszion that there 1=
the imtemtion to corcede orndly a less binding character o the

;T.

rioht to development by tuying it closer to social than o

colitical rights.

2. Thi= 1= in clear cantradiction to the Declaration itself,
ok omly Eo Article &, but to the zpirit of the Declaration
itzelf. Popular participation plaus an important role in it,
ard populary participation iz unmimaginable wiﬁﬁaut political
and ciwil riaghts. Fopular participation hasz to oo far beyond
the ouaramtes of reqular, fair and democratic elections. The
maitn impact of popular participation stowld be zeen, maube}

i the mecezsity for palitical rights o be effective alszo in
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cooromle, zoacial arnd other sphere

4. It =showuld, therefore, e welcomed that the richt to

dewe lopment w1ll be treated 3z & separate 1tem 1 the

m

Commizzior o Humam Fights thiz yesyr. It waz mot logioal to
1include 1t 1m the 1tem “Fealization of ecormomic,. socisl ard

cultural rights".

S. The 1mportance of polaitical and social rights for the
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realization of Tthe rig dewvelopment 12 =trezzed 1t this
papetY . beczuze zometimes 1t 1=z underemphazized. It 12 not
interndsed to produce another tnbalance betwssrn political and
som1al rights.

Mfficultiez and contradictions: 1 ecotomic mvd

m

oc1al
asvelopment i ng country, wbhiich became abwiows mon, sre

actly from the fact., th

rezulting

i

vt the proceszez deciziwe
for a1t we=re ot zublsct to democratic cormtrol.

. Loobirmg at the implications of the reslizcation or non—
realization of the right ta development om the other humnan
rightsz, we coms to the zame concluzion! The right fto
dewelopment 1z commected with 21l rwmzn rights: eguslly. It 1=

1
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+

—zw1dent that the 1

1t 12 1 @ pozition o owvercome powerty, starwation,

I
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zz developed o country 1s,. the
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1lliteracy, anfant mortzlity and =0 ore Bub 2t 12 equally
trus that the dailg fight for surwiwal leasves no room for the

e yogmerit of political rights.

V. The maturnl connection betueer the rioht to dewvelopment

-

ara mll Civ1l, political, ecoromlc,. zocial atmd cultural



rights doss mot only and not in the firzst place mean, that,
by the recognition of & right of all peoples amd of all bumar
beings to dewvelopment, the importance of those “traditiconal®
Ptz rights iz increasing. Much more interesting 1z £he
fact, that the right to development, az 1t takes shaps in The
Declaratiorn, iz inmflusncing the cammnnruﬂderstandiﬂq.of what
fuamar rights showuld mean for ewergbody. Thizs influermce flows

from the emphasis om equality of opportunity rather than

erquality before the 1aw.

2. Howswesr, where therese iz no legal eguslitu, eguality before
the law iz a mador advarncement. Legal sguslity iz & condiftio
Site qua horn for the liberastion of ewery bumas being. But in
the relatiorszhip of strong and weak, of developed and less
developed, rich amd poor, équal law alwaus will help the
strate, the devsloped, the rich. Mowadauws, thersefors. numan
rights should mot be zeen sy lomoer sclely as legal claims,

bt mlso as the aoblication of States to grant conditions ©o

everubody for the emjaﬁment of humarn rights.

Thiz obligation iz not "inwented!" by the Declaration on the
Fight to Dewvelopmert, bt it iz stipulabted already in the
Urmiverzal Declarastion of Human Eights, Article 28 of whiich
reads as follows! "Everuons is entitled Lo & social and
intermational order it which the rights and fresdoms =et
forth im this Declaratior can be fully realized.”

S, Special measures Lo ercsure adequate dewelopment of certain
aroups ns such and of the individusls belomging ©to them are,
thersfore, mno dizcriminmation. Such an aporoach is

characteriztic for the

|Tl

International Corwvertion om the



Elimirmation of w11 Forms of Racial Dizcraimination

¢ 210121985, the Cormeentaon an the Elimirnation of ALl Form:s
of Miscrimination against Women 12, 12.1979 ¢ a2 wzll az the
Declaratice o Soclsl Frogrez:z and Dewelopment o11.1201969%.,
Hz = matter of courze, the Oeclaratiorn on the Fight to
Oewelopment . with the squality of opportunity at the wery

core of 1t =tapulations. belorms to thesze docunents.
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If 1 future stamdard zetting tha pect wowld olag =
permater o oort the Declaraticos wowld biave achilewed one or

1tz aims.

18, Wi1ll the rioght to dewelopnent be realized. when all other

Fdman y1oght

w1ll be realizedy COr. the oftfer way rounmd,. will
fhdean rioghts be 1nplemented, when the right to dewelopment 1=

i lementeds Tha

in
P
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a rhetoric gueztion only. z1nce. nelthey

th

M

right to dewelopment, nor the other rtraditiconal o hunas
rights will ever be 190 [ rezlitg. We =zhould =top to regard
fiamzn rioghts problems 2z simple “gez" or "no" auestions.
There 1z atn ewvalutionary element pertsirang to all human
rights. arzluding the polaticsl onses. bhat today 1:2 regardsd
by a people or by the international comnmunity 3z 3 whole as
the comtents of 2 certsin RPiuman ;1uht may Fomorron be zesn oz
much €2 harrow, Therefore, the Jdevelopment qu 1implemertation
of Fudreat rightz zhoald be conzidered @ o dunamlc proces:s.

11. The evolutiomary elsnent of & buman right cam Bbe more or
lezz obwviocwz. It connection with the right to dewelopment

thiz elemsert 1=z the decizive ore. OFf course, ewvery pecple arod

. I

vy 1mddividunl 1z deweloped, but arme more and orne les

aeperdz . for e ample. on the peoples or the 1ndisadunls.



rezpectively. o which atother people or 1ndisvadual conpares
ikbzeltr. wnd At depend:zs., abowe zll, o the craiteria or
comparison, ubhich zhould be chosen by everu peoole amdd by
cwEty imdieildunl 1tzelf. The freedom of choice 12 bazed on
the right to zelf-determination. It 1: mecessary., becauses

waluez of li1fe differ from ore people to arnother. from ons

12. Becauze there 1=z o pecple., no 1ndiserdual, which 1z at
the ervd of 1tz wizhes, ewvery people atd ewery 1ndiwradnl haz

Ta be m-covded the right o development. Thiz 12 the clear

il

meaning of Hrticle 1 of the Declaraftion.

m
h

0f courze, the claims derivated from the right Lo dewvslopnent
differ wideluy., To accord eaual opporturnties fo zll i our
uregdal world dosz: not mssn anuuunq wnthout the sdoption of
szpecial meazure: Melpirng thoze who do ot have Those
opportumitie: toamy. Hed That holds frue nationally s oweell
a: 1ntermational 1y,

I 1z therefore im cleay contrast to thiz meceszsitu of

zpecinl,. comstructive measures, when the repayment of debtrz.
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regardle fact thavt thiz may endanoger the wery

i

1=zfterce af z people, 1= demanded or when the dezparats

zaituntion of peoplez: 18 wzed for dictating conditicons whilch

do ot wniden the opportumities of development armd the cholce
whuwsern them, but which, on the contrayy. force =z people amto

g zituatictn wheres ro cholce at all 12 possable.

12, From thiz flowszs sothey concluzion! Statez wbilch are
sooromlcally mmd o thereforer politicallyg wdely 1ndespendent
Lo

are Thems rezpomnsible to emzure that the right of trne

i



respective peoples and of iﬂdiwidualsfﬁ to developmernt will
be realirzed. But in developltiy countries, espegiallu, thers
iz a szhared resoorzibilitg for development. Since the reasons
for insufficiemt develapment have in the fir#t place - bwt’
ot exclusively - Yo be ssen in the conditions of the world
market, in the continued exizternce of exploitative
mechariisms, the remedies hawve also irn the first place — but

ot exclusively — o be searched for in the intsrnational

sphere. Im other words! States are responsible not onlag wis

&
wis their peopledcsl ard their citizens, but slso wvis & wis
the iﬁte rational commeanity. This responsibility is qfowinu
with the degres of ecornomic development in thoze States.

14, The common respotzibility of States for the creatiom of
internationsl comditions fawvourable to the reslizatiorn of the

right to dewelopment CAarticle 3r doss not depriwe peoplez of
their right to sel f-determination, their right to chooze
Eheir own way of developnent, their right o decids
themzelves, which priorities should be set, their riaght o

elaborate their ocuwn development ztrateqguy. Thiszs rioght of &h

Ti

peoples, which, & a rule, is carried out by the respective

a2y is ot oan

Statez Cin a2 way asz ktheir plenmipotentiarie

ab=olute one, It has to be realized in accordance with the

intermational ﬁblll? ions of

in

g

-Fie at:

m

especinlly i the

field of humar rights. But, and this is an =qually important

aspect, the economically weaker States do ot transfer this

right to the economically sbronogsr States or internaticonal

ot
[

imstitutions. The intertational commuriity of Statez 1= ot a
private bank. It should be qowverrned by the rules of

imternational law and mot by the laws of motey.



15, Concluszions
O the basziz of this short paper it iz not possible b0 elmlizt

51l criteria for progress in the implementation of the right

In

to dewelopment., But some guidelines for evaluating such

progres:s can be drawe)
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- Im exercizitmg its righ
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1 f~deternination every people
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o decide 1tself about the mims and the baszic
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waluwesz of development. This decision should zerwve asz tns

meEasure of development. Hs & rule C1f there 1= o obwiows
corbradiction betwesr a people ard & Gowerrment) State

e “klnpmhnf procgyrammes Coudld be reqarded as swch

0
m

e LE LD,

sirece 1t 1
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ot wery likely that a formal decizion
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H,
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ceople cosxists oy competes with a formal ackt of &
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ot
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ate
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cart be accepted as measure

R=l=¥

= Dewelopment proogrammes

orly, 1f they correzpornd to interrnational obligations of

the

ate corcerned. Thiz concerns especislly bumarn rioghts
cbligation:s - aobligatiors in the fislds of ciwil, political,
ecotamic, social and cultural righnts alike. Figures
Cimcreasement rates and so ond are helpful, bubt nob

.‘_

suffici

m

ez right to dewelopment carn be reqarded

]

2 reslized onlu,
whety special claimzs of special groups inm & society are ﬁet
Euweriy State shouwld answer the questiorn which, measursg it has
taken to create the condition: for eaual opoortunities for
#11 and swvergbody.

= Ir thisz cormmection the State should answer the questice

which wags and methods of populay participation are in

stence. DOne could imagins, that wags amd methods differ

!

widely — what iz importamt iz roh o restrict popular



participation to regular democratic electionzs but o oroganizs

5 direct influsrnce of the people in all zpheres of societu.

1
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~ hligations
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riot restricted to internal
dewelopmeint efforts, but btheyg also relate to imbernatioral

Jewe lopmernt efforts. A St

[

vte carn ornly claim o ackt in

coriformity with the riaght o development when 1t follows

]
t

rolicies directed at reductiorn of explaolit

atlwe mechatitsms of

today s world market.



