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Note by the secretari at

Informati on received from.intergovernnenta
organi zati ons and i ndi genous peopl es

1. In resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982, the Econom c and Soci al Counci

aut hori zed the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities to establish annually a working group on indi genous popul ati ons
to review devel opnents pertaining to the pronotion and protection of the human
rights and fundanental freedons of indigenous popul ations, together with

i nformati on requested annually by the Secretary-General, and to give specia
attention to the evolution of standards concerning the rights of indigenous
popul ati ons.

2. The Sub-Commi ssion, in its resolution 1997/14 of 22 August 1997,
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt the report of the Wrking Goup to
i ntergovernmental, indigenous and non-governnental organizations and to invite

themto provide information, in particular in matters relating to indi genous
peopl es: education and | anguage. The Commi ssion on Human Rights, in its
resolution 1998/13 of 9 April 1998, urged the Wrking Group to continue its
conpr ehensi ve revi ew of devel opnents and wel comed the proposal to highlight
the question of indigenous education and | anguage. The present docunent
contains information in relation to item5 of the provisional agenda.
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UNI TED NATI ONS EDUCATI ONAL, SCI ENTI FI C AND CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ON
I NSTI TUTE FOR EDUCATI ON

[Oiginal: ENGLI SH
[20 May 1998]

Adul t education and indi genous peopl es

1. In the discussion of education and | anguage issues, the place of
education for young and mature adults who belong to indi genous groups has been
largely missing. Yet in many respects this is also a group that has the
greatest disadvantage with regard to formal schooling, w th high drop-out
rates at primary |level, lack of |local secondary and tertiary |evel educationa
facilities in indigenous regions, and high levels of mgration in many
countries, in search of econom c inprovenent. Monolingualismand/or partia
bilingualismalso contributes to specific needs for adult education for this
sector of the popul ation, and when a gender focus is applied, it becomes even
nor e apparent that wonen and indi genous wonen are the nost di sadvantaged group
in the world when it cones to education for the adult popul ation

2. The UNESCO Institute for Education, as UNESCO s policy unit for adult
education, has been working at an international |level to bring together
practitioners, policy makers and indi genous peoples' representatives to

di scuss the key issues and define agendas for adult education in this respect.
A key forumfor this was UNESCO s Fifth International Conference on Adult
Educati on (CONFI NTEA V) held in 1997 which resulted in two maj or documents:
The Hanburg Decl aration on Adult Learning and The Agenda for the Future. The
Decl aration affirnms in articles 15 and 18 the rights of indigenous peoples in
regard to adult education:

Article 15

Diversity and equality. Adult |earning should reflect the richness of
cultural diversity and respect traditional and indi genous peoples’
know edge and systems of learning; the right to learn in the nother
tongue shoul d be reflected and inplenmented. Adult education faces an
acute challenge in preserving and docunenting the oral w sdom of

m nority groups, indigenous peoples and nonadi c peoples. In turn
intercultural education should encourage |earning between and about
different cultures in support of peace, human rights and fundanent al

freedons, denocracy, justice, liberty, coexistence and diversity.
Article 18

I ndi genous education and culture. |ndigenous peoples and nonadic
peopl es have the right of access to all levels and forns of education

provi ded by the State. However, they are not to be denied the right to
enjoy their own culture, or to use their own | anguages. FEducation for

i ndi genous peopl es and nonmadi ¢ peopl es should be linguistically and
culturally appropriate to their needs and should facilitate access to
further education and training.
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Mor eover, in the Agenda for the Future Governnments comritted thenmselves to
Article 13
Rai si ng awar eness about prejudice and discrinm nation in society:

(a) by ensuring the legitimte right of people to
sel f-determ nation and to the free exercise of their way of life;

(b) by taking measures to elimnate discrinmnation in education
at all levels based on gender, race, |anguage, religion, national or
ethnic origin, disability or any other formof discrimnation

(c) by devel opi ng education programes that enable nmen and wonen
to understand gender relations and human sexuality in all their
di nensi ons;

(d) by recogni zing and affirmng the rights to education of
wonen, of indigenous peoples and nonadi ¢ peoples, and of mnorities by
ensuring equitable representation in decision-nmaking processes and
provi sion, and by supporting the publication of |ocal and indi genous
| earning nmaterials;

(e) by recogni zing that all indigenous peoples and nomadi c
peopl es have the right of access to all levels and fornms of State
education, and the right to enjoy their own cultures and to use their
own | anguages. Their education should be linguistically and culturally
appropriate to their needs and should facilitate access to further
education and training by working together, and |l earning to respect and
appreci ate each other’s differences in order to ensure a shared future
for all nenbers of society.

3. The Conference provided a forumfor discussion on the issues of adult
education for indigenous peoples. Prior to the event a preparatory neeting
was held in Oaxaca, Mexico, which discussed the key issues facing indigenous
peoples with regard to adult learning. This resulted in two outconmes: a set
of proposals for consideration by indigenous peoples called the Caxaca

Decl arati on on Adult Learning, and the special publication by UNESCO of the
papers of that neeting in book formin an English and a Spani sh version

Refl ecting Visions: New Perspectives on Adult Education and Indi genous
Peoples (ed.) (Linda King (ed.), 1998) (in Spanish: Visiones y Reflexiones.
Nuevas Perspectivas sobre |la Educacion de Adultos y Pobl aci ones | ndigenas).

4, During CONFI NTEA itself a panel of speakers conposed exclusively of

i ndi genous representatives from Australia, New Zeal and, Col onbia, Peru, Mexico
and Denmark di scussed their proposals for adult education policies.

Amendnents to the Conference docunents proposed by the numerous indi genous

del egates enabl ed their perspective to be introduced. For the first tine,

nor eover, i ndi genous peoples were represented on sonme of the nationa

del egati ons.
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5. Fol | owi ng CONFI NTEA, the issue of adult education for indigenous peoples
continues to be a major concern for UNESCO, and we have been supporting
initiatives and encouragi ng i ndi genous participation in broader platforns
where these are relevant. The International First Nations |Indigenous Adult
Educati on Conference organi zed by the Maori Adult Education Association of
New Zeal and and to take place in June 1998 will focus specifically on the
followup to UNESCO s world conference, will discuss the Gaxaca Decl aration
and wi Il propose a Declaration for Action for Indigenous Adult Educati on.
Latin Anmerican subregional followup forums organi zed by UNESCO i n partnership
with nmenber States and NGO networks taking place at the end of 1998 and the
begi nning of 1999 will also take the issue of indigenous adult education as
one of the key themes for action in the context of CONFINTEA foll ow up.



