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1. El ection of officers

1. Rul e 23 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council provides that, unless the Comm ssion decides
otherwise, its subsidiary organs shall elect their own officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda

2. Rule 7 of the rules of procedure provides that the agenda shall be
adopted at the beginning of each session, after the election of officers, on
the basis of the provisional agenda. The provisional agenda for the present
session of the Working G oup on | ndigenous Popul ations, as drafted in
consultation with the Chairperson-Rapporteur, Ms. Erica-lrene Daes, is
cont ai ned in docunment E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 1.

3. The provisional agenda for the sixteenth session of the Wirking G oup
contains the follow ng substantive items: “Review of devel opments pertaining
to the pronotion and protection of the rights and fundanmental freedons of

i ndi genous people: general statements”; “Principal thenme: |ndigenous
peopl es - education and | anguage”; “Indi genous peoples and health: follow up
and recent devel opnents”; “Standard-setting activities: evolution of

st andards concerning the rights of indigenous people” and the sub-item on
“Possi bl e future standard-setting activities, including principles and
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gui delines for private sector energy and m ning concerns”; “Consideration of
the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Comr ssion on treaties,
agreenents and other constructive arrangenents between States and indi genous
popul ati ons”; “Consideration of the working paper of the Special Rapporteur of
t he Sub- Commi ssion on indi genous peoples and their relationship to | and”
“Consideration of the establishnment of a permanent forum for indigenous

peopl e”; “International Decade of the Wrld s |Indigenous People”; “Q her
matters”

3. Organi zation of work
4, The attention of the Wirking G oup is drawn to the provisional agenda

and the need to conplete its discussion of the substantive items within the
five working days allotted. At previous sessions, the Chairperson-Rapporteur
has set strict tinme limts in order to ensure that all participants wishing to
make a statenment are given the opportunity to do so. Such tinme limts wll
agai n be necessary in order to ensure that all items of the agenda are

conpr ehensi vel y di scussed.

4., Revi ew of devel opnents: general statenents

5. In accordance with the nmandate established under Econom c and

Soci al Council resolution 1982/34, the Wrking G oup is authorized to review
devel opnents pertaining to the pronotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedons of indigenous popul ations, including information
requested by the Secretary-General annually from Governnments, specialized
agenci es, regional intergovernnental organizations and non-governnenta

organi zations in consultative status, particularly those of indigenous
popul ati ons, to anal yse such materials, and to submt its conclusions to the
Sub- Commi ssion, bearing in mind the final report of the Special Rapporteur of
t he Sub- Comm ssion, M. José R Martinez Cobo, entitled “Study of the problem
of discrimnation agai nst indigenous popul ati ons” (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1986/7

and Add. 1-4).

6. The item on the agenda review ng devel opnments affecting indi genous
peopl es provides invaluable information to nenbers of the Working Group. The
i nformati on provided is considered by them as strengt heni ng ongoing efforts of
the United Nations systemto recogni ze, pronote, protect and restore the
rights of indigenous peoples. In its resolution 1998/13 of 9 April 1998,

t he Comm ssion on Human Rights urged the Working Group to continue its

conpr ehensi ve revi ew of devel opnents and of the diverse situations and
aspirations of the world' s indigenous people. However, it nay be noted that
the Working Group is not a chanmber of conplaints and cannot act upon specific
al | egations concerning violations of human rights. Information under this
itemof the agenda is contained in docunent E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/1998/ 2.

5. Principal thene: indigenous peoples - education and | anguage
7. At its fifteenth session, the Wirking G oup decided to include on its
agenda an item on indi genous peoples, education and | anguage. 1In its

resol ution 1997/ 14, the Sub-Conm ssion endorsed the decision of the Wrking
Group and requested the Secretary-General to invite CGovernnents,
i ntergovernmental organi zati ons and i ndi genous and non-gover nnent al
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organi zations to provide information, in particular on nmatters relating to
education and | anguage, to be nade avail abl e as a background paper at the

Wor ki ng Group. The background paper prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral as

wel |l as other relevant information is available in docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 3 and addenda.

6. | ndi genous peoples and health: follow up and recent devel opnents
8. At its fifteenth session, the Wrking Goup decided to retain as a
separate itemof its agenda the thene of indigenous peoples and health. In

its resolution 1997/15, the Sub-Conmi ssion took note of the work of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in the field
of the human genome and recogni zed the need for a systematic analysis of the
probl ems faced by indi genous peoples when natters of biodiversity, genetics
and the use of biological resources and sustainability are discussed,

negoti ated and determined. An information note on indigenous peoples and the
human genome project prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral is contained in
docunent E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 4.

7. St andard-setting activities

9. Under the mandate established by the Econonic and Social Council in its
resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982, the Wbrking Goup is authorized to neet to
“give special attention to the evolution of standards concerning the rights of
i ndi genous popul ations”. At its fourth session, in 1985, the Wrking G oup
under this itemof its agenda decided that it should aim at producing as a
first formal step a draft declaration on indigenous rights. At that session
seven principles were drafted in prelimnary wording (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1985/ 22,
annex I1). As in previous years, the report of the Wrking Goup was
transmtted to Governnents, intergovernnental and non-governmental

organi zati ons and i ndi genous organi zati ons. Comrents on the draft principles
were requested fromthese interested parties. It my be noted that every year
since 1985, the draft declaration as prepared by the Chairperson-Rapporteur of
the Working Group, Ms. Erica-lrene Daes, has been transmitted by the
Secretary-Ceneral to Governments, intergovernmental and non-government a

organi zati ons and i ndi genous organi zati ons, requesting their proposals,
suggestions and comments. At its fifth session, in 1987, the Wrking G oup
adopted 14 draft principles in prelimnary wording (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1987/ 22,
annex |I1). The Chairperson-Rapporteur was entrusted with the task of
preparing a set of draft principles and preanbul ar paragraphs for insertion
into a future declaration. This working paper was adopted as a prelimnary
draft declaration and forned the basis of discussions at the sixth session of
the Working Group, in 1988 (E/ CN. 4/Sub. 2/1988/25). The Working G oup
recommended that the Chairperson-Rapporteur prepare a first revised text of
the draft declaration based on comrents made during the Wirking G oup's

si xth session and the witten observations received from Governments,

i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organi zati ons and i ndi genous

organi zati ons (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1988/ 24, annex |1).

10. At its seventh session in 1989, the Wirking G oup had before it an
anal ytical conpilation of comrents received and a first revised text

of the draft declaration prepared by the Chairperson-Rapporteur

(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1989/ 33/ Add. 1). This allowed for a discussion of the draft
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declaration article by article (E/ CN 4/ Sub.2/1989/36, paras. 61-92). At the
ei ghth session of the Working Group, in 1990, it was decided to establish
three informal drafting groups to continue the elaboration of the draft
declaration. The draft that was prepared by the Wirking Group at its

1990 session was based on the text of the first revised draft declaration and
the anal ytical commentary prepared by the Chairperson-Rapporteur and the

di scussions carried out in the informal drafting groups (E CN. 4/ Sub.2/1990/42
and annexes). The Chairperson-Rapporteur was, once again, invited to revise
the draft declaration on the basis of these comments and the witten
observations of Governnents, intergovernnental and non-governmnental

organi zati ons and i ndi genous organi zati ons for presentation at the ninth
session of the Working G oup.

11. At its ninth session in 1991, the Wrking G oup considered the working
paper of the Chairperson-Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1991/36). Further

di scussi ons of the preambul ar and operative paragraphs of the draft

decl aration took place and the text was agreed upon by nenbers of the

Wor ki ng Group (E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1991/40, annex I1). The Chairperson-Rapporteur
was entrusted with the preparation of a working paper based on witten
suggesti ons provi ded by Governnments and i ndi genous organi zations. At its
tenth session, in 1992, the Wrking Goup had before it a revised working
paper prepared by the Chairperson-Rapporteur containing the draft declaration
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/28). On the basis of the text before the session

the Working Group conpleted a prelimnary reading of the preanbul ar and
operative paragraphs and began a second readi ng (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/ 33).

The Working Group reconmended that the draft declaration as revised by the
Chai r per son- Rapporteur on the basis of the coments made during its session as
well as the information received frominterested parties be presented to the
Working Goup at its eleventh session

12. At its eleventh session, in 1993, the Wrrking G oup had before it the
wor ki ng paper of the Chairperson-Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1993/26). Further
el aborations of the draft declaration were made by nmenbers of the Working
Group during the session (E/ CN. 4/Sub. 2/AC. 4/ 1993/ CRP.4). The Wrking G oup
conpl eted the second reading of the draft declaration and agreed upon a text
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 29, annex 1). In its resolution 1993/46 of 26 August 1993,
t he Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities decided to postpone until its forty-sixth session consideration of
the draft declaration; it requested the Secretary-Ceneral to submt the draft
declaration to the appropriate services within the Centre for Human Ri ghts for
technical revision; it also requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transnmt the
text of the draft declaration to indigenous peoples and organi zati ons,
Governnments and intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations.

13. At its twelfth session, in 1994, the Wrking Goup had before it the
technical review by the Centre for Human Rights (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1994/2) and the
draft declaration as agreed upon by nenbers of the Wirking Group at its

el eventh session (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1994/2/Add. 1). In accordance with the deci sion
taken at its el eventh session, the Wrking Goup heard general coments on the
draft declaration, it being understood that these would not |ead to any
changes in the text of the draft declaration. At its forty-sixth session, the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
inits resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994, adopted the draft United Nations
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decl aration on the rights of indigenous peoples agreed upon by nenbers of the
Wor ki ng Group without a vote and decided to subnmit it to the Commi ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-first session. In its resolution 1995/32 of

3 March 1995, the Conm ssion decided to reconmend to the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Council to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group with the sole
purpose of elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft submtted

by the Sub-Conmi ssion. The Conmission also invited applications from

organi zati ons of indigenous people not in consultative status with the
Econom ¢ and Social Council interested in participating in the working group
Such organi zati ons were requested to send particulars of their organization to
the Coordi nator of the International Decade of the Wrld' s Indi genous Peopl e,
who would consult with the Government concerned and transmit the information
to the Comm ttee on Non-Governnental Organizations of the Econom c and

Soci al Council for consideration and possible approval. The second session of
the working group of the Comm ssion on Human Rights to review the “Draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples” was held from
21 Cctober to 1 Novenber 1996. The report of the working group is contained
in document E/CN. 4/1997/102

14. At its thirteenth session, the Wrking Goup had before it

a note by the Chairperson-Rapporteur containing certain criteria which

m ght be applied when considering the concept of indigenous peoples

(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 3). At its forty-seventh session, the Sub-Comm ssion
inits resolution 1995/38 of 24 August 1995, requested that the

Chai r per son- Rapporteur be entrusted with the preparation of a working

paper on the concept of “indigenous people”. The working paper

(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1996/ 2) was available at the fourteenth session of the
Working Group. At its forty-eighth session, the Sub-Commission, inits
resolution 1996/31 of 29 August 1996, requested the Chairperson-Rapporteur

to prepare a supplenentary note on the concept of “indigenous people”. The
above-nentioned note (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/1997/2) was available at the fifteenth
session of the Working G oup.

15. At its fifteenth session, the Wrking G oup decided to discuss under
this item of the agenda possible future standard-setting activities, in
particul ar guidelines or codes of conduct for private sector energy or mning
concerns.

16. At previous sessions of the Wirking Group, the secretariat has organized
i nformal briefings on the human rights treaty bodi es for indigenous
participants. In response to requests by indigenous people and to further the

i nformati on available on the different human rights nechani snms and procedures,
the secretariat has conpiled recent observations relating to indi genous people
made by the treaty body comrittees. The conpilation is contained in docunent
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 5.

8. Study on treaties, agreenents and other constructive
arrangenents between States and indi genous popul ati ons

17. At its fifth session, in 1987, the Wrking Goup recommended to
t he Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
M norities the appointment of M. Mguel Al fonso Martinez as special
rapporteur to prepare a study on the treaties formerly concluded with
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i ndi genous peoples in various parts of the world. In its resolution 1987/17
of 2 Septenber 1987, the Sub-Commi ssion endorsed the reconmendati on and
requested M. Alfonso Martinez to draft the general outline of such a study.
The Commi ssion on Hunman Rights, in its resolution 1988/56 of 9 March 1988,
recommended to the Economi ¢ and Social Council that it authorize the

appoi ntnent of M. Alfonso Martinez as Special Rapporteur with the mandate
of preparing an outline on the possible purposes, scope and sources of a
study to be conducted on the potential utility of treaties, agreenments and
ot her constructive arrangenents between indi genous popul ati ons and Governnents
for the purpose of ensuring the pronotion and protection of the human rights
and fundanental freedons of indigenous populations. On 27 May 1988, the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council adopted decision 1998/ 134 by which it authorized
t he appoi ntment of the Special Rapporteur with the nmandate of preparing the
outline.

18. The outline of the aforenentioned study was presented to the

Sub- Comm ssion in 1988 (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1988/24/Add.1). In its

resolution 1988/20 of 1 Septenber 1988, the Sub-Conm ssion endorsed the
outline and requested authorization of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and

the Econom ¢ and Social Council to proceed with the study. The Conm ssion
endorsed the recomendations in its resolution 1989/41 of 6 March 1989 and the
Econom ¢ and Social Council authorized the study and confirmed the appoi nt ment
of the Special Rapporteur in its resolution 1989/77 of 24 May 1989.

19. The Speci al Rapporteur presented a working paper and two questionnaires
he had prepared to the Wirking Group at its eighth session in 1990

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1990/ 42, annex VI). The information which could be provided

t hrough the questionnaires was considered by the Special Rapporteur as vita
to the study. The Sub-Conmission, in its resolution 1990/28, requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt the working paper and questionnaires to
Governnments and i ndi genous organi zations for their comments. A prelimnary
report of the Special Rapporteur was presented to the Working Group at its
ninth session, in 1990, and to the Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-third session
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1991/ 33). The Sub- Comm ssi on adopted deci sion 1991/111 of

29 August 1991 requesting that the questionnaires be submitted once again to
Government s and i ndi genous organi zati ons and endorsi ng the reconmendati on of
the Speci al Rapporteur that a progress report be prepared for its forty-fourth
session in 1992

20. A first progress report was subnmitted to the Working Group at its
tenth session and the Sub-Conmi ssion at its forty-fourth session in 1992
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/32). In its decision 1992/110 of 27 August 1992, the
Sub- Commi ssi on requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transnmit the two
guestionnaires to Governnents and indi genous organi zati ons and requested the
Speci al Rapporteur to present a second progress report to the Wrking Goup at
its twelfth session and the Sub-Conmi ssion at its forty-fourth session. In
its decision 1993/110 of 26 August 1993, the Sub-Comni ssion wel coned the

di scussions held at the el eventh session of the Wirking Goup and reiterated
its request to the Special Rapporteur to subnit a second progress report.
However, the Special Rapporteur was not able to present his second progress
report as expected. The Sub-Conmi ssion, in its decision 1994/116 of
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26 August 1994, recomrended that the Special Rapporteur subnmit his second
progress report to the Working Group at its thirteenth session and to the
Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-seventh session

21. The second progress report of the Special Rapporteur was presented to
the thirteenth session of the Working Goup and the forty-seventh session of
t he Sub- Conmmi ssion (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1995/27). The Sub-Comri ssion, inits

deci sion 1995/118 of 24 August 1995, welconmed the second progress report

of the Special Rapporteur and decided to request himto submt a third
progress report to the Working Group at its fourteenth session and to the
Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-eighth session. The third progress report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/CN. 4/Sub.?2/1996/23) was submitted to the forty-eighth
session of the Sub-Commi ssion

22. In accordance w th Sub-Conm ssion decision 1995/118 of 24 August 1995,

t he Speci al Rapporteur undertook a mi ssion to New Zeal and to exam ne in situ
the contenporary significance of a historic treaty in one country as a
practical exanple for inclusion in the final report. 1In its decision 1996/118
of 29 August 1996, the Sub-Commi ssion requested the Special Rapporteur to
submt his final report in tinme for it to be considered by the Wrking G oup
at its fifteenth session. For reasons beyond his control, the Specia
Rapporteur was unable to present his final report as requested. 1In its
deci si on 1997/110, the Sub- Commi ssion took note of the Special Rapporteur’s
expl anation and urged himto submt his final report so as to allowit to be
di scussed at the sixteenth session of the W rking Goup and for consideration
by the Sub-Conmission at its fiftieth session. The final report of the
Speci al Rapporteur is contained in docunment E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1998/17 and addenda.

9. Wor ki ng paper on indi genous peoples and their relationship to | and

23. In its resolution 1996/38 of 29 August 1996, the Sub- Commi ssion
recommended that the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts appoint Ms. Erica-lrene Daes
as Special Rapporteur to conduct a conprehensive study on indigenous |and
rights. The Conm ssion on Human Rights, in its decision 1997/114 of

13 April 1997, approved the appointment of Ms. Daes as Special Rapporteur

and requested her to prepare a working paper on indi genous people and their
relationship to land. The working paper (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1997/17) was subnitted
to the Sub-Commission at its forty-ninth session. 1In its resolution 1997/12,
t he Sub- Commi ssion requested the Special Rapporteur to prepare a fina

wor ki ng paper on the basis of comments and i nformation received from
Government s, indi genous peoples and others and submit it to the Wrking G oup
at its sixteenth session and to the Sub-Comm ssion at its fiftieth session
The final working paper of the Special Rapporteur is contained in

docunent E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 15.

10. Consi deration of a pernmanent forum for indi genous people

24. In the Vienna Declarati on and Programe of Action the Wrld Conference
on Human Ri ghts reconmmended that the establishnent of a permanent forum for

i ndi genous people in the United Nations system be considered (Part I1,

para. 32). The General Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 163, requested the
Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fiftieth session to give the proposal its
priority consideration. The Conmission, in its resolution 1994/28 of
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4 March 1994, requested the Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Human Rights to
invite Governnents and indi genous organi zations to give their views on this
matter and transmt contributions received to the Wrking G oup, together
with a technical note addressing institutional issues.

25. At the twelfth session of the Wirking G oup, a technical note

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1994/ 11) was prepared by the secretariat and comments
recei ved from Governnments and i ndi genous organi zati ons were contained in
addenda to the document. The Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Wrking G oup

al so submitted a note on the pernmanent forum (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1994/ 13) and
made further suggestions for guidelines which are contained in the annex to
the report of the Working Group on its twelfth session (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1994/ 30).
The Sub-Commi ssion, in its resolution 1994/50 of 26 August 1994, recomended
that the Centre for Human Ri ghts organi ze a workshop on a possible

permanent forum This recommendati on was endorsed by the Commission in its
resolution 1995/30 of 3 March 1994 and the workshop was requested to report
on the outconme to the thirteenth session of the Working Group. The Centre
for Human Ri ghts organi zed a workshop at the invitation of the Governnment of
Denmark and the Greenland Honme Rul e Governnent in Copenhagen from 24 to

28 June 1995. The report on the workshop on a permanent forum for indi genous
peopl e (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7) was submitted to the Wirking Group at its
thirteenth session.

26. The General Assenbly, in its resolution 50/157, welcomed the report on
the workshop and recommended that the Secretary-Ceneral undertake a review,
in close consultation with Governments and taking into account the views of

i ndi genous peopl e, of the existing mechani snms, procedures and programes
within the United Nations concerning indi genous people, and report to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-first session. The Assenbly al so reconmended
that the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, drawing on the results of the review,
consi der the convening of a second workshop

27. In its resolution 1997/30 of 11 April 1997, the Comnr ssion on Hunman

Ri ghts requested the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to convene
the second workshop on a permanent forum In cooperation with the Government
of Chile, the Hi gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts organi zed the second
wor kshop in Santiago de Chile from 30 June to 2 July 1997. The report

of the Workshop (E/ CN. 4/1998/11 and Add. 1-2) was submtted to the
fifty-fourth session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts which decided, in its
resolution 1998/ 20, to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group
to el aborate and consider further proposals for the possible establishnent of
a permanent forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system

11. International Decade of the World's | ndi genous Peopl e

28. The recomrendation to proclaiman international decade of the world's

i ndi genous peopl e was nmade by the World Conference on Human Rights in the

Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action (Part Il, para. 32). The

General Assenbly, in its resolution 48/163 of 21 Decenber 1993, proclai nmed

the International Decade of the World' s |Indigenous People, to comrence on

10 Decenber 1994, with the period 1 January to 9 Decenber 1994 to be set aside
for planning. The Ceneral Assenbly invited indigenous organizations and ot her
i nterested non-governnental organizations to consider contributions they can
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make to the success of the Decade, with a view to presenting themto the
Wor ki ng Group; decided to observe one day of every year as the Internationa
Day of Indigenous People and invited the Working Group to identify an
appropriate day for this purpose; and requested that the neeting to reviewthe
International Year al so consider preparations for the Decade and report to the
Wor ki ng G oup.

29. The Commi ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1994/26

of 4 March 1994, invited the Working Group to propose an appropriate day of
every year to be observed as the International Day of |ndigenous People,

foll owing consultations with indi genous people; and requested the Wrking
Group to identify possible projects and other activities in connection with
the Decade and subnit them through the Sub-Commi ssion, to the Commi ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-first session. The suggestions and reconmendati ons
arising fromthe Technical Meeting on the International Year and Decade
(20-22 July 1994) were subnmitted to the Working Group at its twelfth session

30. At the twelfth session of the Wirking Group, it was reconmended that the
International Day of the World's Indi genous Peopl e be observed annually on

9 August. This recomrendati on was endorsed by the General Assenbly inits
resol ution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994. |In the sanme resolution, the Assenbly
adopted a short-term programme of activities for the Decade and invited the
Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-first session to adjust or suppl enent
it as required. In its resolution 1995/28 of 3 March 1995, the Conmi ssion
deci ded upon a final programme of activities for the Decade for the year 1995.
The General Assenbly, in its resolution 49/214, also reconmended that a second
techni cal neeting on the planning of the Decade be convened i medi ately prior
to the thirteenth session of the Wirking G oup. The report of the second
Techni cal Meeting (20-21 July 1995) is contained in docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 5.

31. At its fiftieth session, the General Assenbly, in its resolution 50/157
of 21 Decenber 1995, adopted the programe of activities for the Internationa
Decade of the World' s |Indigenous People contained in the annex to the
resolution. The Conm ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1996/ 39 of

19 April 1996, wel coned the decision of the General Assenbly to adopt the
programme of activities for the Decade; it also wel comed the establishment by
the Coordi nator of the Decade of an advisory body to provide gui dance with
regard to the projects and programmes financed fromthe Voluntary Fund for the
International Decade of the World's |Indigenous People. The first session of

t he advi sory body was held from29 April to 1 My.

32. At its fourteenth session, the Wrking G oup decided to undertake at its
fifteenth session a thorough review of the activities planned and carried out
under the Programme of Activities of the Decade during its first three years.
The second session of the Advisory Goup for the Voluntary Fund net from 16 to
18 April 1997 and a secretariat note transmtting guidelines for the Fund

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1997/ 5) was nmade avail able at the Wrking G oup

33. At its fifteenth session, the Wrking G oup decided to include a
sub-item on preparations for a md-point review of the Decade. Under this
itemof the agenda, activities related to the International Decade, including



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 1/ Add. 1
page 10

the Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the Wrld s |ndigenous
Peopl e, may be discussed. The third session of the Advisory Goup nmet from
2 to 8 April 1998

34. Inits resolution 1996/34, the Sub-Conm ssion recomended that the
Centre for Human Ri ghts organi ze a workshop of indigenous journalists within
the framework of the Decade. The request was reaffirnmed by the Sub-Conm ssion
inits resolution 1997/15. At the invitation of the Governnment of Spain

t he Workshop of I ndigenous Journalists was held in Madrid from26 to

28 January 1998. The report of the Wrkshop is contained i n docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1998/ 6.

12. O her matters

35. Under this item of the agenda, nmenbers of the Wbrking G oup consider a
range of questions including neetings and sem nars which have been held or
are due to be held in the near future. 1In this connection, it may be noted
that the el eventh session of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund

for 1ndi genous Popul ations net from30 March to 1 April 1998 and agreed to
recommend to the Secretary-General that travel grants be given to

50 i ndi genous del egates wi shing to attend the Wrking Group and 3 indi genous
del egates authorized to attend the working group of the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts reviewing the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of

i ndi genous peopl es.

13. Adoption of the report of the Wrking G oup

36. Under rule 37 of the rules of procedure, the Working Group is to report
to the Sub-Conmi ssion on the work of its session. The report of the Wrking
Group, which is prepared while the Sub-Comrission is in session, will be
contai ned in docunent E/CN. 4/ Sub.2/1998/16



