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KOMUCCHA 110 [TIPABAM YEJIOBEKA
[TonkoMuccus o MOOLIPEHUIO U

3alUTE PaB YEIOBEKA

[TaTeaecar naras ceccust

ITyHKT 4 ipe1BapUTENbHOM MOBECTKU JHS

IKOHOMUWYECKHUE, COHUAJIBHBIE U KYJIBTYPHBIE IIPABA
HpaBa Y€JI0BCKaA, TOProBJisi H UHBECTUIIUM
[Hoxyag BepxoBHOro komMuccapa 1o npaBam 4yejiopeka® **

Pe3rome

Hacrosmmii gokian nmpeacTaBiIseTcss BO UCIOJIHEHHE IPOChObI, coeprkalleiics B
pesomtorn 2002/11, B koTopoit [TogxoMuccus o MoouIpeHuo U 3alIiTe IpaB YeI0BeKa
npocuiia BepxoBHoro komriccapa npeacTaButh [logxoMuccHy Ha ee MATHAECAT MATOW CECCUU
JIOKJIAJI O TIPaBax YeIOBEKa, TOPTOBJIE U MHBECTUIIHSX C Y/ICICHUEM 0COO0T0 BHUMAHHUS

MOCJICACTBUAM IMMPUBATHU3allWU IJId IIpaB YCJIOBCKA.

* Hacrosmmuit qoximan ObIT IpeIcTaBlIeH MOCie YCTaHOBICHHOM ['eHepanpHOl AccamObmeeit
JaThI, C TEM YTOOBI BBIJICTUTH HAJUICKAIIEEe BPEMS JJIsI TPOBECHUS 110 HEMY JUCKYCCHI U
BKJIIOYEHHS B HETO BBICKA3aHHBIX 3aMEYaHUN.

**  Hacrosimuii TOKJIaJ] IPEBBIIIAET YCTAHOBICHHBIN [ 'eHepanbHOil AccamOiieel T0myCTUMBIN
00wvem crpanutl. [loatomy Ha odunmansheie s3eiku Opranmzanun O0benHeHHBIX Harwii
obecreunBaeTCs MEPEBOJI TOJIBKO pe3toMe, a IPHIIOKEHUE PACTIPOCTPAHSICTCS Ha S3bIKE
OpUTvHAaja.

GE.03-14845 (R) 040803 040803
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Jlokma sBJsIeTCsl YeTBEPTHIM B CEPUU JIOKIIAT0B BepX0oBHOTO KOMHUCCapa, KacatoiXcs
auOepaau3auy TOPrOBIIM U NHBECTHIIMH. PaHee ObUIM MPECTaBICHBI TOKJIA O BIUSHUH
CornameHust o TOProBbIM acleKTaM MpaB HHTEUIEKTYalIbHONH COOCTBEHHOCTH Ha TpaBa
yenoBeka (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2001/13), noknam o rimobann3ainui ¢ 0COOBIM YIIOPOM Ha TOPTOBITIO
cenbcKoxo3saiicTBennom mpoaykimeit (E/CN.4/2002/54) u nokman o mubepann3aiidi TOProBIH
yeayramu (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/9). Ecnu B mpeapIaynmx A0KaagaX BHUMaHKHE ObLIO
COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha B3aMMOCBSI3U MEKIY MPaBaMH YEJIOBEKa M TOPTOBJICH, TO HACTOSIIHMNA JOKIIA
TIOCBSIICH WHBECTUIIUSIM.

B Hauane JOKJIaaa OTMCYACTCA, YTO B3aMMOCBA3b MCIKY IIpaBaMU YCJIOBCKA U
HHBCCTHLUAMU C TPYAOM IMOAAACTCA 0606H1€HI/IIO H 3aBUCHUT OT LICJIOTO psAlda Q)aKTOPOB, B TOM
quCJIC OT BUJa HHBCCTHHHﬁ, CCKTOpa, B KOTOpHﬁ OHU ITPOU3BOAATCA, CTpaHbl, MOTUBAIIHU
HHBECTOPOB U HeﬁCTBHﬁ IMpaBUTCIIbLCTBA. C YUCTOM 3TUX ITAPaMETPOB B JOKJIAAC OTMEUACTCH,
qTo 3(1)(1)CKTI/IBHO YIpaBJIAEMbIC UHBCCTUIIUH MOT'YT CIoco0CTBOBATh MMOOIIPCHUIO U 3alIUTC
IMpaB YCJIOBCKA U YTO CCTOAHS OOJBLIINHCTBO Pa3BUBAIOIIUXCA CTPAH IBITAOTCA IIPUBJICYDb
HHBCCTHIIUHU, KOTOPLIC H606XOI[I/IMLI UM IJI1 YCKOPCEHHA CBOCTO pa3BUTHA.

Jnis npuBieueHust OOJBIIETO 00beMa HHBECTHIIMH MHOTHE TOCYAapCTBa MPUHUMAIOT MEPhI
10 THOepanu3anuy HHBECTUITHIA B OJTHOCTOPOHHEM IOPSIIIKE, peau3ys mporpaMmbel BcemupHoro
0anka/MexIyHapOHOTO BaTIOTHOTO (POHIA MO CTPYKTYPHOH MepecTpoiike, MO0 Ha
MHOTOCTOPOHHEH OCHOBE, 3aKIIF04asi TOPTOBbIe M HHBECTHIIMOHHBIE TOTOBOPHI. OJHAKO MPH
9TOM MM MPUXOJUTCS HAXOIUTh OAJIaHC MEXTY Pa3IMYHBIMU "KOHKYPHPYIOIUMHE'" TIETISTMH.
XoTs 1ens obecrieueHus SOPEKTUBHON CUCTEMBI MeHCOYHAPOOHO20 TIPOU3BOCTBA ITyTEM
CHIDKEHUS 0apbepoB, MPEMSITCTBYIONUX MPUTOKY HHBECTUINH, BO3MOXKHO, U SBJISCTCS
NIPUBJICKATEILHOM JIJI1 KHBECTOPOB, MMPABUTEILCTBA, KaK MPABUIIO, CTPEMSTCS TIPUBJICYb
OoupIIHii 00BEM WHBECTUIINH JUTSI TOCTHIKEHUS LIENel HayuoraibHo2o pa3BuThs. MHOTIA uis
JOCTH)KEHUS 3TUX JBYX Ieeld HeoOX0uMo HaiT kKomrpoMucc. C TOYKH 3peHUs Mpas
YeNIoBeKa BAXKHO YBSI3aTh ATH LIEJIM TAKUM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI HE TOJILKO MPUBIICYh HHBECTHIINU U
YCKOPHTD HAIIHOHAIILHOE Pa3BUTHE, HO U 00ECTIEYMTh YKOHOMHUYECKOE, COITUATbHOE, KYIbTYPHOE
U TIOJIUTUYECKOE Pa3BUTHE, TIO3BOJISIFOIIEE IMTOJIHOCTHIO PEaTM30BaTh BCE MTPaBa YeI0BEKa U
OCHOBHBIE CBOOO/IBI.

B oGacti uHBECTHUITNI ACHCTBYIOT ABYCTOPOHHUE, pETHOHAIBHBIC 1 MHOTOCTOPOHHHE
corjameHus. B mocrenHee AeCATUICTHE YUCI0 MHHBECTUIIMOHHBIX JOTOBOPOB OBICTPO POCIIO;
B HacTosIIee BpeMs aeiicTByeT cBhiiie 2 100 1ByCTOPOHHMX MHBECTUIIMOHHBIX COTJIANICHUN,
a HECKOJIbKO PETHMOHAIBHBIX TOPTOBBIX COTJIAIICHUH, TakuX, Kak CeBepoaMepuKaHCKOe
cornarieHue o cBoboauoi Toprosie (HADTA), comepxaT MOT0KEHHUS O TUOEpATU3AITUT
uHBecTHIMH. Ha MexayHapoIHOM YpOBHE BCEOOBEMITIOIIMX WHBECTUITMOHHBIX COTJIAIICHUH HE
CYIIIECTBYET, XOTS HECKOJIBKO COTJIAaIIeHnt BceMupHO# TOProBoi opraHu3aiim, Takux, Kak
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Cornarnienue o TOproBbIM acrleKkTaM MpaB HHTEIIEKTyalbHOM co6cTBeHHOCTH, CoraieHue 1mo
CBSI3aHHBIM C TOPTOBJIEH HHBECTUIIMOHHBIM MepaM, | eHepaibHOe corialieHue Mo TOProBie
ycnyramu u CornaiieHue o cyOCHIusIX U KOMIIEHCAIIMOHHBIX MEpax, COAEepkKAaT MOJIO0KESHHS,
3aTparuBaroINe MHBECTUIIMN U HHBECTOpOB. BMmecte ¢ Tem Paboueit rpynme BTO 1o
B3aMMOCBS3H MEXKy TOPTOBIIEH 1 MHBECTULIUSAMU MOPYUEHO YTOUYHUTH HEKOTOPHIE ACTIEKThI
BO3MOXKHOT'O OYAYIIEro MEKTyHapOIHOTO COTJIAlIeHHsI 110 HHBecTULIUSIM. Kpome Toro,
MUHUCTPHI cTpaH - wieHoB BTO noroBopuinch HayaTh MePEroBOPbI, MOCBSAIICHHBIE
MHOTOCTOPOHHEMY PAaMOYHOMY COTJIAIIEHUIO 00 MHBECTHUIIHX, Ha MSITOM COBELIAaHUHT
MUHHCTPOB B ceHTsA0pe 2003 rona B Kankyne (Mekcuka) mpu ycIOBHH, YTO 3TO OYAET clieaaHo
Ha OCHOBE MPSMOT0 KOHCEHCYCHOTo penieHus wienoB BTO.

[TonokeHrs OAHUX COTJIAIICHU O TMOepaTu3alii MHBECTULIUN OTINYAIOTCS OT
noJio>keHui Apyrux. OJHAKO B 11€JI0M WHBECTUIIMOHHBIE COTJIAIICHUS HAIIPaBIIEHbI HA
BBITMIOJTHEHHE JIBYEIMHOM 3a/1a4u: C OJHON CTOPOHBI, 3al[UTa MHBECTULIMOHHBIX TIOTOKOB, a C
IPYTo#, pa3BUTHE SKOHOMHYECKOTO COTPYAHIYECTBA U MpUBIIeYeHHE OOJIBIIEr0 00beMa
unBectuimii. [Ipumepamu npaB v rapaHTHil, 0OecredyrBaeMbIX HHBECTOPAM, MOKET CIYKUTh
cleayrolee: 3alfuTa OT IUCKPUMUHAIIMK B JOpMe MPEAOCTaBICHUS peXUMa Haubosee
ONaronpusATCTBYEMOM HallMW WJIM HAITMOHAJIBHOTO PEKKUMA; PACHIMPEHHE PHIHOYHOTO JI0CTYIa
JUTSI ”HBECTOPOB M MHBECTULIMI; 3allpeT Ha yCTaHOBJICHHUE MTPOU3BOJICTBEHHO-IPKOHOMUYECKUX
TpeOOBaHUI U cO3/JTaHNE ONPEICTICHHBIX MHBECTUIIMOHHBIX CTUMYJIOB; U 3al[UTa UHBECTULIUH OT
sKcrpornpranuu. KpoMe Toro, ”HBECTUIIMOHHBIE COTIAIICHUS MOTYT MPEAyCMaTpUBATh
UCKITIOUYEHHSI, 00eCcTIeynBaIOIIe ONPEIEICHHYIO 3alIUTy TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX HHTEPECOB,
00I1eCTBEHHON MOpaiu, 0OLIECTBEHHOTO MOPAIKA, HAIIMOHATHHON O€30MaCHOCTH, a TaKXkKe
JKU3HU JT1oieH, ¢hayHbl ¥ Quiopbl. VIHBECTUIIMOHHBIE COTTIAIICHHSI COAEPKAT TaK)Ke MOJIOKEHUS O
MOPSAZIKE YPETYIUPOBAHUS CIIOPOB KaK MEXy FOCYapCTBAMU, TaK U MEX1Yy HHBECTOPOM U
rOCY/IapCTBOM.

UYto kacaeTcs mpaB 4eloBeKa, TO TOCyapcTBa 00s13aHbl yBaXKaTh, 3alIUIIATh U
OCYIIECTBIISAThH IIPaBa YeJIOBeKa Ha OOIICHAIIMOHAIBHOM YPOBHE MPH JIIOOBIX 00CTOSITENHCTBAX,
B TOM YHClIe IpU Jubepanu3anuu napectuiiuii. Kpome toro, rocyaapctsa HeCyT 00s3aTebCTBA
M0 Pa3BUTUIO MEXKAYHAPOTHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA M OKa3aHUSI IOMOIIY B IIEJIAX MOOIIPEHHS MpaB
YeJIoBEKa U YCTAaHOBJICHUS TAaKOTO OOIIECTBEHHOTO M MEKYHAPOHOTO MOPSIIKA, KOTOPBIH OBl
CIocoOCTBOBAJ MOJTHON peaTn3aliy BCeX MpaB uyeloBeKa U OCHOBHBIX CBOOOJ. AHanu3
nubepanu3aliy HHBECTUIIUH C TOUKH 3PEHUS MOOUIPEHUS U 3alIUTHI IIPaB YeIOBEKa MPUBHOCUT
HOBBIN acCMeKT B 00CYKIeHHe JaHHOU TeMbl. [IpaBo3aluTHBINA MOIX0]] O3HAYAET, YTO, XOTS
nubepanu3aiys MHBECTULIUN B OTIpEeNIEHHOM CTENEHN U OTpaHNYKBaeT cepy BMENIaTeIbCTBa
rocy/apcTBa U €ro MOJIUTUKY B OTHOIIIEHUH UHBECTOPOB U MHBECTHUIUH, OHA HE JTOJIKHA
MOJIPBIBATh TOCYIaPCTBEHHOE BMEIIATEILCTBO U MOJIUTUKY, HAIIPABJICHHbIE HA MOOIIPEHNE U
3alIUTy IIpaB yelnoBeka. B Toif Mepe, B Kakoil HHBECTUILIMOHHBIE COTJIAIIICHHS KACatOTCs
BOIIPOCOB IIPaB YeJI0BEKa, TOCYAapCTBO 0053aHO BBHIMIOJIHATH PErynupyromne GyHKIII
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(T.e. 00513aHO OCYIIECTBIATH MpaBa yenoBeka). [IpuMeHuTensHO K Tubepanu3aii HHBECTULINN
YCHJIUS TOCYIapCTBa MO PETYIUPOBAHUIO CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAHBI Ha CIEAYIOIIUX YEThIPEX
KOHKPETHBIX HalPaBICHUAX:

a)  perylMpoBaHHME HEKOTOPHIX (hOpM MHBECTHUIMI. HBECTHIIMOHHBIE COTTallIeHUs
JOJIKHBI IPEIOCTABIIATH TOCYJapCcTBaM 0oJiee MIMPOKUE BO3MOKHOCTHU IO PETYIUPOBAHUIO
HEKOTOPBIX (POPM MHBECTHIIMI - B YACTHOCTH KPATKOCPOUHBIX U CHEKYISATUBHBIX HHBECTHUIH, -
KOTOpBIE MOTYT HETaTHBHO BIUATH HA SKOHOMHUYECKHE MTOKA3aTeIN U OTPaHUYMBATh 0a3y
pecypcoB, HEOOXOUMBIX JIJIsl IOOIIPEHUS MPaB YeJIOBEKa, 1 KOHTPOIIIO 32 TAKUMU
WHBECTHUIUSIMU;

b) YCTAHOBJICHUEC HEKOTOPBIX IIPOU3BOJACTBCHHO-OKOHOMHUUYCCKUX Tpe60BaHHﬁ n
MMPUMCHCHHUEC APYI'UX MEDP. 3anpeT Ha YCTaHOBJICHUC IIPOHU3BOACTBCHHO-OKOHOMUYCCKUX
Tpe60BaHI/II71 U IIPUMCHCHUC MTOJIOKEHUH O HallMOHAJIbHOM PCXKUME HEC JOJIKHBI OI'paHUYUBATDH
BO3MOJKXHOCTH IoCyapcCTBa 110 YCTAHOBJICHUIO Tpe60BaHI/II71 B OTHOIICHHMH MCCTHOI'O
KOMIIOHCHTA B MHTCPCCAX MOOIIPCHUA KYJIbTYPHBIX IIpaB UK €TI0 BOBMOKHOCTH ITPUMCHSTH
CIICHHUAJIBHBIC MCPLbI, TAKHUEC, KaK IIPOrpaMMbl ITIO3UTHBHBIX ﬂeﬁCTBHﬁ 110 ITOOLIPCHUIO IIPaB
YCJIOBCKA KOHKPCTHBIX JIMIL WKW I'PYIIIT JINIT;

C) AHHYJIUPOBAHUC 00513aTeNLCTB OTHOCUTEILHO J'II/I6epaJ'II/ISaLII/II/I I/IHBCCTI/IHI/Iﬁ HCxoasa
N3 HAKOIIJICHHOI'O OIIbITA. Z[J'ISI YCTAaHOBJICHUS BEPHOI'O OanaHca MCIKAY IIpaBaMu MHBECTOPOB U
ImpaBaM rocyaapcCTs, 06CCHG‘{I/IB3IOH_IGFO OCYIICCTBJICHUC IIpaB YCJIOBCKaA JJId BCCX, Tpe6yeTc;1
BpEMms, IMPpUICM CO BpEMCHEM OH MOXET U3MCHATLCA. HI/I6epaJ'II/I3aI_II/I$I - 3TO HC O,I[HOCTOpOHHI/Iﬁ
mponecc. FOCY,I[apCTBaM JOJDDKHa OBITE npeaocCTaBJICHa BOBMOXXHOCTb daHHYJIMPOBATH
00513aTeNILCTBA OTHOCUTEIBHO J'II/I6epaJ'II/I3aI_II/II/I B TOM CJiy4dac, €CJIN HAKOIIJICHHBIN OITBIT
CBUACTCIILCTBYCT O €€ HCTATUBHOM BJIMAHHNHA HA OCYIICCTBIICHUC IIPpaB YCJIOBCKA,

d) YCTAHOBJICHUEC HOBBIX HOPM B HCJIAX IMOOHIPCHUA U 3aIIUTEHI ITpaB YCJIOBCKA. Bce
6OJ'IBH_IYIO 00€CIIOKOEHHOCTh BBI3LIBAET TO, YTO B PCHICHHUU CIIOPOB MEKAY MHBCCTOPOM U
rocyaapCTBOM TpI/I6YHaJ'IBI BCC HalIC Jal0T paCIMPUTCIbHOC TOJIKOBAHHUEC ITOJIOKCHUAM 00
OKCIIpoIIpualnuu, 9410, Kak NpCaACTaBJIACTCA, MOXKET IIOJOPBATH CIIOCOOHOCTE rocyaapCcrea u
0CJIA0OHTE €ro CTPCMIJICHUC YCTAaHABJIMBATH HOBBIC HOPMBbI, HAITPABJICHHLIC HA 3allIUTY
OKp}I')KaIOI_Heﬁ CpCIbl U ITpaB YCJIIOBCKA. Ba)KHO, YTOOHI B PaMKax TAKOI'0 TOJIKOBAaHHA
MOJIOKEHUH 00 OKCITIpoIpuanuu rocyaapCcrBy ObLIa 00ecIieyeHa BO3MOKHOCTh IIpUHHUMATb
HOBBIC MCPLI 11O ITOOIIPCHHUIO U 3alIUTC ITIPpaB YCJIIOBCKA.

s noctkenns 3G PEeKTUBHOCTH TUOEPATTU3AITNI0 HHBECTHITNH CIISTYEeT TaKkKe
"ypaBHOBECUTH'" TOMIOJTHUTEILHBIMUA MEpaMH IO MOOIIPEHHIO U 3allIUTe TIPaB yejoBeka. Takue
MepBbI BKJIIOYAIOT:
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a) YBA3KY IIpaB MHBECTOPA C €ro o0s3arenscTBaMu. B HWHBCCTUIIMOHHBIX COIJIAIICHUAX
HeO6XOI[I/IMO YCTKO OTPAa3uTh TO, YTO B HACTOAIICC BPCM: IIPCAIIPUHUMAIOTCA YCUIIHA 110
MMOOIIPCHUIO BBIIMMOJIHCHUA KOPIIOpAaIUsAMU CBOHUX 00513aTeNLCTB B paMKax COHH&HBHOﬁ
OTBCTCTBCHHOCTH - KaK Ha ,I[O6p0BOJ'IBHOI>i OCHOBC, TaK 1 Ha OCHOBC IIPHU3HAHUA HpﬂMOfI
OTBCTCTBCHHOCTHU MHBCCTOPOB 34 UX HeﬁCTBHH, 3aTparuBaronire 1mpaBa 4€JI0BCKaA,

b)  3amuTy OT HEKOTOPHIX ACHCTBUI MPaBUTEILCTBA. HeoOXOIMMO YKPEIHTh
HAI[MOHAJIbHBIE, PETHOHATIBHBIE U MEXKTYHAPOIHBIE MEXaHU3MBbI IPUBJICUEHUS K
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 HapYyUIEHUS MpaB YeI0BEKa, OCKOIbKY "MOTOHS" 32 MHBECTUIIUSIMU MOXKET
MIPUBECTH K PE3KOMY CHIKEHUIO HKOJIOTUYECKUX U MTPABO3AIIUTHBIX CTaHIApTOB. B cBsi3u ¢
STHUM YMECTHO OTMETUTH penieHue Komuccnu mo npasam ueiaoBeka 0 pacCMOTPEHUU
BO3MOXKHBIX BApHAHTOB MEXaHH3Ma yperyJIUpPOBaHUs 5kaja00 GU3NUYECKUX JIUI] B CBSI3U C
HapyIIEHHEM YKOHOMHYECKUX, COITUAIBHBIX U KYJIbTYPHBIX MPaB;

C)  TOOIIPEHHUE MPUHSITUS MEp CTPAHAMH TPOUCXOXICHUS. BakHO, 4TOOBI
nuOepanu3alys TOProBJIN ObUIA YBsI3aHA C HACTOATEIBHON HEOOXO0MMOCTBIO BHITIOJTHEHUS
OoraTbIMH cTpaHaMH cBOero o0s3aTenbcTBa 1o BoaeneHuto 0,7% cBOero BalioBOro
HanoHanbHOTO NpoaykTa (BHIT) B Buae odpunmansHoi momomy B nensx pazsutus (OI1P) ¢
0COOBIM YIIOPOM Ha yJOBIIETBOPEHHUE TIOTPEOHOCTEH OCTHBIX CTPAH B MHBECTHUIIMSIX M YCKOPCHHUU
pa3BUTHSL.

3areM B JOKJIIaaC pacCMaTpruBaACTCA PO HOCJ'IG,I[CTBI/Iﬁ InpuBaTHU3alli CUCTEM
BOI[OCHa6)KeHI/I$I 1 KaHaJIM3alluH.

B 3akitoueHue B oKJIaze MpeiararoTcs cienyromuye 0oaacTy st 0oee 1eTaTbHOTO
W3Y4YEHUS U TIPUHATHUS Mep:

a)  BKINOUeHUe NOOWPEHUs U 3aWUmbl NPA8 4el08eKa 8 YUCTIO Yeaell UHBECTUYUOHHBIX
coenaueruii. TT0CKONBbKY rocyapcTBa HECYT MEXIYHAPOIHbBIE 00s13aTEILCTRA MO MOOIIPEHHUIO
U 3alIUTe MPaB YeJI0BeKa, UM CJIEeIyeT M03a00TUTHCS O BKIFOUEHUH B COTJIALICHHS O
aubepanu3any HHBECTUIUMH 4eTKO ChOPMYITUPOBAHHOM 1IeNTH 3alIUTHI U MOOLIPEHHUS TpaB

YCJIOBCKA,

b)  obecneuenue npasa cocyoapcmea svinonnsmo pecyrupyiowue Gynkyuu u
80371001CeHUe Ha He2o coomeemcemayowel 00a3anHocmu. PaclIupuTebHOE TOIKOBaHHE
MOJIOKEHUH 00 IKCIPOMPHUALIUY MOKET TIOJJOPBATh BO3MOKHOCTH TOCYAApCTBA M OCIa0UTh €ro
CTpeMJICHHE BBITIOHATH PETYIUPYIONUE PYHKIIMH B UHTEPECAX OXPAHbI 30POBbS,
0€30MMacHOCTH U 3alIUTHl OKpYyXaromei cpensl. [loaTomy crienyet mooupaTh Takoe TOIKOBaHHE
CTOPOHAMH COTJIAIIEHUH €r0 COOTBETCTBYIOIIUX MOJIOKEHU, KOTOPOE 03HAYAI0 OBl MPU3HAHUE
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3a rocyaapCcrBaMu 0053aHHOCTH X BO3MOYKHOCTH OCYHICCTBJIIATD IIpaBa YCJIOBCKA, U IIPU3bIBATb
HX BBICTYIIATH C YCTKUMHU 3aABJICHUAMUA B IOJACPIKKY OTOTO IIOJAX04A,

C) Yei3Ka npedocmaeﬂeHHblx uHeecmopam npae Cc 631mviMu UmMu obsa3amenbcmeami.
HGO6XO,I[I/IMO, YTOOBI PaCIUPCHUC IIpaB UHBCCTOPOB 110 COIVIAIICHUAM O J'II/I6epaJ'II/138.I_II/II/I
I/IHBGCTI/IHI/Iﬁ COIIPOBOKIAIOCH YTOYHCHUCM U obecrnieueHEM CO6J'IIO,I[€HI/I$I MU CBOUX
00513aTENLCTB 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K OTACJIBHBIM JIMIIAM U 06IHI/IH8.M;

d)  pazsumue mesxncoynapoonozo compyonuuecmsea 6 pamkax npoyecca ibepaiu3ayuu
uneecmuyuti. B xauecTBe HEOOXOIUMOTO CONMYTCTBYIOIIETO YCIOBHUS JTUOSpATU3 AT
WHBECTHIMI HEOOXO0IUMO, YTOOBI OOTAThIE CTPAHBI BBITIOJHUIN CBOE 00S3aTEIHCTBO 110
BeIgenenuio 0,7% csoero BHII B suae OIIP;

€)  noowpenue npas uenogeka 6 KOHmeKcme npueamusayuy. BaKHO aKIIEHTHPOBATh
BHHUMaHHE Ha HEOOXOIMMOCTH YKPETJIEHHUS TOCIIOJICTBA MPaBa - B YaCTHOCTU HA OCHOBE
obecrnevyeHns IIMPOKOT0 YIacTHs HacelIeHUsI, TPAHCTIAPEHTHOCTH, 3aKOHHOCTH, PaBHOTIPABUS U
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH - B BXXHEHIIINX ceKTOpax cepbl YCIYyT, B TOM YKCIIE B 00JIACTH MPUHATHUS
pElIeHU, KacarINUXCs BOIIPOCOB NMPUBATH3ALIMH, A TAKKE OCYIIECTBIEHUS KOHIIECCHOHHBIX
COTJIAIIIEHUH C YaCTHBIM CEKTOPOM M KOHTPOJIS 32 HUMU;

f)  pacwupenue ouanoea o npasax uenosexa u mopeosne. Heodbxoaumo
AKTHBU3HMPOBATH MPOLIECC KOHCYIbTALUMM MEXKY NpeicTaBuTessMu crpaibl B BTO n
MPEJICTAaBUTENSIMU TOM K€ CTpaHbl (WieHaMH Win HabmogaTensmu) B Komucenu o npaBam
YeJI0BEKa M0 BOMPOCaM, KACAIOIIMMCS B3aUMOCBSI3U MEX/1y ITpaBaMU YEJIOBEKa U TOPTOBIIEH U
KOHKPETHBIX MyTEN COTJIACOBAHUS MMOJIUTUKA U HOPMOTBOPYECKOH JESITEIIBHOCTH;

g) 6yoywas paboma. B xadecTBe BO3MOXKHOI 001acTH OYAYIIEro HCCACTOBAHMS
BPEMEHHO UCTIOHSIONINI 00s3aHHOCTH BepXOBHOT0O KOMHUCCapa MmpejyiaraeT pacCMOTPETh
BOIIPOC O Pa3pabOTKE METOIUK OIICHKH BIHMSHUS HOPM U TIOJMTUKU B OOJIACTH TOPTOBIIH U
WHBECTHUIMI Ha TpaBa YeIoBeKa M 00 OKa3aHWH HAJIJIS)KAIIEH ITOMOIIH B TPOBEJICHUH TaKUX
OIICHOK.



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9
page 7

Annex

REPORT OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
ON HUMAN RIGHTS, TRADE AND INVESTMENT

CONTENTS
Paragraphs Page
INEFOTUCTION ...t 1-4 8
l. HUMAN RIGHTS AND INVESTMENT .....ccooiiiiiieienen, 5-19 9
. RULES AND POLICIES CONCERNING INVESTMENT
LIBERALIZATION ..ottt 20-27 15

A. Bilatera, regiona and international agreements
CONCErNING INVESIMENT .....ooveiuerieieiereee e 20- 23 15

B. INVESIMENtTUIES ... e 24 - 27 17

1. THE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS OF

INVESTMENT LIBERALIZATION ...oooiiiiiiereeeseee e 28-43 20
A. Human rights and investment liberalization ............... 28 - 30 20
B. States rightand duty toregulate ..............c.coeeveennnee. 31-35 21

C. Complementary measures to promote human rightsin
the context of investment liberalization ..................... 36 - 43 25

V. THE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS OF
PRIVATIZATION ..ot 44 - 55 29

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .......ccccecvnee. 56 - 63 35



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9
page 8

I ntroduction

1.  The present report is submitted in response to Sub-Commission resolution 2002/11,
“Human rights, trade and investment”, which requested the High Commissioner to submit a
report on human rights, trade and investment, including specific attention to the human rights
implications of privatization, to the Sub-Commission at its fifty-fifth session.

2. Thisreport isthe fourth in a series of reports of the High Commissioner concerning human
rights and trade. At the fifty-third session of the Sub-Commission, the High Commissioner
submitted areport on the human rights implications of the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2001/13)
and at its fifty-fourth session, the High Commissioner submitted a report that examined the
liberalization of trade in services and its impact on the enjoyment of human rights
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/9). Further, the High Commissioner submitted a report on the implications
of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture for the enjoyment of the right to food and the right to
devel opment to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-eighth session in 2001 under the
title “Globalization and its impact on the full enjoyment of human rights’ (E/CN.4/2002/54).
Whilethisisthefirst report of the High Commissioner to consider investment, it is not the first
time the Sub-Commission has considered these issues. Significantly, Sub-Commission experts J.
Oloka-Onyango and Deepika Udagama considered the question of human rights, trade and
investment in 1999 in the context of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MALI) in their working paper
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/11). The present report builds on these previous reports.

3.  Thereisincreasing acknowledgement that a complex web of legal obligations

concerning individuals, Governments and investors link human rights, trade and investment.
Given the focus on the relationship between human rights and trade in previous reports, the
present report will concentrate on the relationship between human rights and investment,
considering trade-related concerns only where they are directly related to investment. To do so,
the report first considers the relationship between human rights and investment - arelationship
that is difficult to generalize, depending significantly on the country and sector in question, the
type of investment, and the actions of investors and Governments. The second section examines
the liberalization of investment through investment agreements, reviewing some of the principal
areas of those agreements relevant to the promotion and protection of human rights. The third
section considers some of the issues relevant to promoting and protecting human rightsin the
context of investment liberalization, particularly the need to alow flexibility so that States are
able to respect, protect and fulfil human rights through appropriate regulation. This section also
identifies the importance of complementary measures to investment liberalization to ensure the
effective respect for human rights by both States and investors. The fourth section examines the
specific case of water privatization as a means of clarifying the human rights implications of
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privatization, as requested by the Sub-Commission in the resolution. Finaly, the report sets out
conclusions and recommendations for further work.

4.  Aswith the previous reports, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) consulted with intergovernmental organizationsin the preparation of
the report and shared afirst draft of the report with WTO, the World Health Organization
(WHO), the World Bank and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment
(UNCTAD), aswell as relevant experts.

I. HUMAN RIGHTSAND INVESTMENT

5. Investment can be made in arange of sectors, including primary industry, manufacturing
and services, and can take many forms, such as capital, bonds, shares and stocks, personal and
real property, business concessions, technology and intellectual property rights such as patents,
copyright or trademarks. While investors can be both individuals as well as business enterprises,
transnational corporations (TNCs) are the principal actorsin foreign investment, the mgjority of
which are based in developed countries.® Foreign investment can be short term or long term, it
might set up new industries and entities, it might be amerger or acquisition with an existing
enterprise, or it could simply be a share holding. Investment can introduce tangible assets and
technology to set up new factories, production systems or services. Thisin turn can create
employment, transfer technology and know-how, stimulate local research and innovation, and
improve opportunities for income distribution while at the same time promote trade and
prospects of growth and further global integration.? Significantly, theimportance of investment
internationally is growing. UNCTAD hasindicated that the flow of outward foreign direct
investment (FDI) alone increased from $1.7 trillion to $6.6 trillion from 1990 to 2001,3
overtaking trade as the leading integrative force in the world economy.* Investment therefore
offers significant potential for generating growth, combating poverty and promoting
development and as such has the potential to contribute to the promotion and protection of
human rights.

6. Itisdifficult to generalize the effects of investment on the enjoyment of human rights. The
fact that investment can promote trade, growth and development suggests at first glance a
potential correlation between investment and the enjoyment of human rights, particularly
economic, social and cultural rights and the right to development. Perhaps the most direct
benefits flow from the effects of investment on employment. UNCTAD has noted that
investment has generated significant employment in export-oriented |abour-intensive activities,
primarily in lower-end manufacturing but also in services,® and there is evidence to suggest that
increases in investment have had positive effects on the participation of women in paid
employment over the past 20 years.® Employment can lead to new skills and the training of
human resources and there is evidence that this can make income distribution less unequal .’
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Thisin turn can have positive impacts on the enjoyment of human rights by empowering people
and creating more equal societies. For women in particular, access to paid employment - even
low-paid employment - could provide a vehicle to increased autonomy both within and outside
the family and could lead to increased pressure for greater social recognition of women’s equal
rights. However, increased employment opportunities for women do not necessarily correlate
with equal rights for women and male workers. To some extent, human rights and investment
could be self-reinforcing. Importantly, while investment offers the opportunity to improve
training and skills, the promotion of the right to education through the national education system
remains the primary means of ensuring a skilled workforce and avital area of host government
policy to attract investment.® Further, reducing child labour, eliminating discrimination in the
workplace and promoting collective bargaining are not only important in their own right, they
motivate the labour force and can help attract investment.® Similarly, the promotion and
protection of the right to participation and freedom of information can promote more
accountable, democratic and transparent societies that are also attractive to investors and
investment.

7.  However, the effects of investment on the enjoyment of human rights are not uniform and
the potential for investment to affect human rights through stimulating growth and development
will differ depending on the type of investment, the host country, the sector targeted by
investment, the motivations of the investor as well as the policies of both host and home country.
Significantly, different investment transactions will affect growth and devel opment and
potentially human rights in various ways. For example, foreign direct investment (FDI) setting
up new industries or capacities - greenfield investment - can (although not necessarily)
effectively lead to the “crowding in” of local enterprises, increasing business opportunities and
local linkages and stimulating growth and development of underdevel oped or new industries.*
On the other hand, mergers and acquisitions - a more common form of foreign investment - is
more likely to lead to larger foreign investors with strong competitive advantages increasing
market concentration and “crowding out” local investors and entrepreneurs which could
potentially have adverse effects on domestic enterprises, initiatives and even local employment.
This does not have to be the case and in other situations, mergers and acquisitions might ssimply
be the start of alonger-term and more productive relationship with the local environment,
possibly leading to sequential investment.**

8.  Onthe other hand, while not necessarily always the case, some forms of portfolio
investment, particularly short-term specul ative capital flows, are less stable and less productive
than FDI, taking advantage of differencesin interest rates and currency instability and offering
fewer long-term benefits for the progressive realization of human rights. In the 1990s several
devel oping countries experienced surges and reversals of foreign capital flows that destabilized
the local economy, particularly where the reversals were sudden and large.** Economic
instability in turn can have negative effects on the enjoyment of human rights, straining available



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9
page 11

resources in national budgets needed for the progressive realization of economic, social and
cultural rights and the right to development. The independent expert on the right to development
noted that this was the general experience of the East Asian financial crisisin the second half of
the 1990s, although it should be noted that the volatility of short-term capital flows was only one
of many factorsthat led to the crisis (E/CN.4/2003/WG.18/2, para. 30). Significantly, a

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report has indicated that the distinction
between FDI and more volatile investments is becoming blurred and investors are increasingly
able to convert bricks and mortar investments into liquid assets which they can rapidly take out
of the country. As such, some forms of FDI might have similar effects to short-term capital
flowsin times of crisis.™

9.  Similarly, the potential effects of investment on the progressive realization of human rights
differ between countries. In spite of the substantial increases in investment over the

last 10 years, the majority of investment occurs between developed countries, with flows to
developing countries and countries in transition remaining unevenly distributed. Of

the $735 billion of world inflows of investment in 2002, $503 billion went to devel oped
economies, $205 billion to developing economies and the remaining $27 billion to economiesin
transition. Among developing countries, the five largest recipients attracted 62 per cent of the
total inflows.* On the other hand, Africaremains amarginal recipient of FDI, although inflows
did rise from $9 billion in 2000 to more than $17 billion in 2001, the majority of thisincrease
being concentrated in large projectsin Morocco and South Africa™® Similarly, FDI in

the 49 least developed countries (LDCs) was small in absolute terms. While levelsrose to

$3.8 hillion over 2002 in spite of an overall economic slowdown, LDCs remain marginal
recipients of FDI, accounting for only 2 per cent of all FDI to developing countries

or 0.5 per cent of the global total. For LDCs, official development assistance (ODA) rather than
FDI has amore significant role to play in promoting human rights. However, while ODA
remains the largest component of external financial flowsto LDCs, ODA levels have declined in
relative and absolute terms since 1990 with LDCs receiving $12.5 billion in net termsin 2000
compared with $16.8 billion in 1990. Such declines are worrying, and UNCTAD has indicated
that FDI is not a substitute for ODA.™®

10. Next, the effects of investment on the enjoyment of human rights can change over time,
leading to progressive improvements in times of prosperity but regressions when investment
flows decrease, particularly where the State has pursued a policy of investment liberalization
without also setting up appropriate social safety nets. In Viet Nam, for example, UNICEF
identified positive effects on children’srights, particularly the right to a standard of living
adequate for a child s overall development (Convention on the Rights of the Child, art. 27), due
to economic reforms encouraging foreign direct investment and trade complemented by ODA."’
The report notes that savings and investment, rapid expansion of trade and sizeable inflows of
FDI and ODA had led to high real rates of growth in gross domestic product (GDP) whichin
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turn resulted in greater choice for people and greater opportunity to participate in devel opment.
The report aso highlighted the potential of foreign investment to broaden technology and
employment opportunities generaly, although it also noted children leaving school to enter the
workforce early. Significantly, available dataindicated that economic reforms had hel ped
reduce poverty from 58 per cent of the population in 1992/93 to 37 per cent in 1997/98.
However, the report also noted adrop in FDI flows over 1998, due to the prevailing financial
crisis, amounting to $3 billion, which had deteriorated previous gains.*®

11. Further, the potential for investment to affect human rights can differ from sector to sector.
For example, opportunities for women and men can differ between sectors, with opportunities
for women appearing to be greater in the manufacturing sector and services sector but lessso in
the agricultural sector. In particular, investment in export-oriented industries (textiles, apparel,
electronics, leather goods and food processing) tend to promote higher levels of women's
employment, potentially improving the enjoyment of their human rights.*® Similarly, investment
in specific sectors, such as the health, education, water and sanitation sectors, are likely to have
more direct effects on the enjoyment of human rights due to their direct relationship with specific
rights, namely the right to health, the right to education and the right to water. In particular,
where investment isin previously public-owned utilities, investment could have dramatic effects
- both beneficial and less so - on the enjoyment of these rights due to the differences of approach
in service provision between public and private service providers and their different
responsibilities towards the promotion and protection of human rights. Similarly, investment in
manufacturing or services sectors might be more likely to offer potential for employment and
devel opment than investment in the mining sector, given that investment in the mining sector
often has little interaction with the domestic economy, often creates little employment, and the
possibilities of technology adaptation through investment in the mining sector are small.?°

12. QThe effect of investment as a positive force to promote the enjoyment of human rights
depends significantly on the actions of the Government. Traditionally, host country
Governments have taken various active measures to direct investment towards national
development needs. Such measures have included protecting infant industries by restricting the
entry of foreign investors, protecting the domestic economy against the entry of certain forms of
investment, or requiring investorsto use certain local materials, to transfer technology and skills,
or to undertake joint ventures with local enterprises. Provided they have been part of an overall
coherent and comprehensive investment strategy, such measures have, in the past, had beneficial
impacts on national development.?* While such measures might help direct investment towards
improved trade, growth and development, additional government action might be needed to
ensure that improvements benefit those whose human rights are most vulnerable, such as the
poor or people living in outlying regions that might not immediately attract investment. In
certain situations, Governments have to introduce or reinforce complementary measures to
investment, such as competition policies, environmental protection standards, taxation measures
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and regulations directed towards the fulfilment of human rights, in order to direct investment and
to avoid abuses of market power.

13. Indeed, government action can be an important determinant in the relationship between
human rights and investment. In the past, there has been concern that Governments have
lowered environmental and human rights standards - including labour standards, freedom of
expression and freedom of association - to attract investment. The phenomenon, known as the
“race-to-the-bottom”, has arisen specifically in the context of Economic Processing Zones
(EPZ). Whilethereislittle direct evidence to support such “race-to-the-bottom” arguments, the
International Labour Organization (ILO) acknowledges that, as a result of investment, downward
pressure on labour and environmental standards exists and it is difficult to judge the extent to
which foreign investment is inhibiting the socially optimal raising of standards.?? Interestingly,
there isincreasing evidence that performing EPZs depend on the existence of complementary
policies, notably policies that aim at enhancing human resources and creating infrastructure.?®
ILO hasidentified “smart” EPZs strategies pursued in some countries that encourage stable
labour relations over poor but potentially volatile labour relations and the production of goods
for export to countries sensitive to labour production methods.?*

14. Not only are host country government policies and measures important; home country
Governments can also play arole in promoting investment in developing countries and
consequently in improving investment’ s potential to promote human rights. Home country
Governments can promote investment to developing countries through providing information
and facilitating contacts between potential investors and host countries and providing financial
and fiscal incentives to offset investment risks and to promote technology transfer.?®
Governments of wealthy countries also play an important role in supplementing investment by
meeting their ODA commitments.

15. Theeffect of investment on the enjoyment of human rights also depends on how investors
manage investment. For example, WHO has identified adverse health effects of investment and
trade in relation to tobacco and infant formula. In the context of tobacco control, WHO has
indicated that the transnational tobacco industry has taken advantage of foreign direct investment
to develop strategic partnerships with local companies which is spreading and reinforcing
worldwide the “tobacco epidemic” - one of the most significant causes globally of preventable
death, killing an estimated 4 million people a year, the maority of whom live in developing
countries.?® Similarly, the promotion of infant formulain developing countries can have a
negative impact on children’s health where infant formulais promoted in areas that lack clean
water, where parents have difficulties associated with reading or following the mixing
instructions and where there is poor hygiene. WHO has stated, for example, that direct
advertising by corporations of infant formula was singularly inappropriate, noting that it
competes with healthy breastfeeding and favours uninformed decision-making.?” Similarly, a
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report of UNICEF has noted that one of the reasons why only 44 per cent of infantsin the
developing world are breastfed is due to “unethical” corporate promotion of infant formula.?®

On the other hand, socially responsible investors can help mitigate some of the negative impacts
of investment while promoting its benefits. For example, in the largest oil field project in the
Western Hemisphere, British Petroleum personnel worked directly with affected communities to
diagnose their development needs, prepare plans for some 50 development projects including
schools, health clinics, water supply and sanitation projects, and helped local authorities with the
submission of the projects, most of which were ultimately successful.?

16. Finally, the effect of investment on the enjoyment of human rights depends on how
investors and Governments manage investment together. Two casesillustrate some of the
worst-case scenarios where the actions of Governments and investors can have negative effects
on the enjoyment of human rights. The first concerns a case before the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rightsin relation to a communication brought by representatives of the
Ogoni People in Nigeria under the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights
(communication No. 155/96). The communication claimed violations of rights under the African
Charter, including the right to health, the right to a generally satisfactory environment, the right
to dispose of wealth and the right to property, as aresult of negligent and intentional acts by the
previous government administration in Nigeriathrough the State oil company, the magjority
shareholder in a consortium with Shell Petroleum. In particular, the Government had failed to
regul ate and monitor the actions of the oil companies and had undertaken a succession of violent
military interventionsin support of the companies. The acts and omissions of the Government
and oil companies resulted in oil spills and the contamination of the water, soil and air, aswell as
the destruction of crops and the livelihoods of the Ogoni people. In May 2002, the Commission
found in favour of the Ogoni people, making orders for compensation.

17. Another case concernsthe liability of aforeign investor for human rights violationsin
Myanmar. The foreign investor, Unocal, had been involved in a project concerning the
extraction and transportation of natural gas from the Myanmar coast through the interior of the
country towards Thailand. During the project, the Myanmar military forced villagersto act as
porters and to build roads without compensation. The military also confiscated land owned by
villages along the pipeline route without compensation and committed acts of murder, rape,
assault and torture on forced labourers and their families. The villages and other parties brought
proceedings in the United States against the investor for its complicity in the human rights
violations under Californian law as well as under the Alien Tort Claims Act [28 U.S.C. § 1350].
After dismissing the claimsin the District Court,® the Court of Appeals, noting that it was well
known that the military provided security and other servicesto the project and that Unocal was
aware of this, recently held that there was evidence to raise the issue of whether the investor was
sufficiently aware and involved in the human rights violations to be liable under the Act.

The case has been remanded to the District Court for further consideration (Doe and
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Othersv. Unocal Corporation and Others; Roe Ill and Othersv. Unocal Corporation and
Others).**

18. The relationship between human rights and investment is therefore subject to many
variables and much depends on the type of investment, the motivations of the investor, the
actions of Governments, and the country and sector in question. Nonetheless, the potential of
well-managed investment to promote the enjoyment of human rights exists and today most
developing countries seek investment as a means of promoting development.® In order to
encourage higher levels of investment, many States have undertaken investment liberalization,
unilaterally, through World Bank/International Monetary Fund (IMF) structural adjustment
programmes, or through the adoption of trade and investment treaties. While the liberalization
of investment through the removal of obstacles to the entry of investment and investors,
strengthening standards of treatment for investors and the establishment of a more stable and
transparent investment environment domestically and abroad is only one factor that determines
investment flows, UNCTAD hasidentified investment liberalization as one of the long-term
driving forces behind investment behaviour of firms.®

19. However, while the objective of ensuring efficient international production through
lowering barriers to investors might be what drives investors, Governments generally seek higher
levels of investment in order to pursue national development objectives. Thus, the objectives of
investors might focus on freeing up movement of investment and reducing restrictions on how
they invest in order to increase economic efficiency and provide an optimum return on
investment, while the objectives of Governments might focus on attracting certain forms of
investment over others and in directing investment towards specific sectors or activities that
promote long-term national development goals. Meeting these two goals might sometimes
require compromise. From a human rights perspective, it isimportant to balance these
objectives with aview not only to attracting investment and promoting national development,
but also to achieving economic, social, cultural and political development in which all human
rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized, as stated in article 1 of the Declaration on
the Right to Development (DRD).

[I. RULESAND POLICIES CONCERNING INVESTMENT
LIBERALIZATION

A. Bilateral, regional and international agreements
concer ning investment

20. Agreements concerning investment exist at the bilateral, regional and multilateral levels.
Given the unwillingness of Governments to subject their investment policiesto international
rules at the creation of the General Agreement on Tariffsand Trade (GATT), investment rules,



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9
page 16

unlike international trade rules, have developed primarily at the bilateral level.3* States
originally adopted bilateral investment agreements (BITS) to protect investment in response to
the uncertainty of the cold war and the decolonization period where unilateral government
actions such as asset stripping or nationalization of industries exposed foreign investors to risks,
often without compensation. Since the cold war, States have increasingly viewed BITs as
vehicles for liberalizing investment by reducing constraints on investment opportunities as a
means of attracting investment. Indeed, over the last decade, the number of investment treaties
has grown rapidly and over 2,100 BITs exist today.* At the regional level, among 172 regional
trade agreements, several, such as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), include
investment rules*® Further, Western Hemisphere States are currently negotiating the Free Trade
Area of the Americas which includes a mandate to draft alegal framework on investment for the
region.

21. Internationally, thereis currently no comprehensive international investment agreement,
although discussions have been ongoing since the 1990s. For example, the member States of the
OECD commenced discussions on a Multilateral Investment Agreement (MAI) during the
second half of the 1990s and had prepared a draft agreement by 1998. The process subsequently
collapsed, however, in part due to concerted pressure from human rights, environmental and
consumer groups. At the time, Sub-Commission experts Mr. Oloko-Onyango and Ms. Udagama
criticized the MAI both for the lack of transparency throughout the negotiating process and for
its failure to take into account several dimensions of States' affirmative obligations to respect,
protect and fulfil human rights within its substance (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/11, paras. 38, 47).

22.  While no comprehensive international investment agreement currently exists, several WTO
agreements deal with aspects of investment. For example, the Agreement on Trade-Related
Investment Measures (the TRIM S Agreement) relates to investment in the manufacturing sector,
focusing on discriminatory investment measures such as certain performance requirements over
imported and exported goods. The General Agreement on Trade in Services (the GATS
Agreement) relates, inter alia, to investment in the services sector through the establishment of
certain rules governing the entry and treatment of foreign investment. The Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) has an investment
dimension - but only indirectly - given that increasing shares of corporate investments are
intangible assets such as brands, patents and trademarks, while the Agreement on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures concerns subsidies but not other investment-related measures.
Consequently, different rules apply to different sectors. For example, while GATS covers the
entry and treatment of investment in the services sector, the TRIMS Agreement covers only
performance requirements over investment in goods but not the entry and treatment of foreign
investors and investments. Proponents of a multilateral investment agreement have described the
current WTO approach as a patchwork of investment rules and as a result promote the
development of comprehensive multilateral rules on investment - a generic set of investment
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disciplines that no longer makes artificial distinctions between goods, services, business people
or intellectual property.*’

23. Consequently, WTO member States are considering how to treat investment more
systematically by exploring the possibilities of a multilateral framework agreement on
investment. In 1996, the member States of WTO established aworking group on the relationship
between trade and investment at the First WTO Ministeria Conference in Singapore. Asaresult
of this decision, investment - along with competition policy, trade facilitation and transparency
in government procurement - has become known as a Singapore issue. 1n 2001, WTO member
States revised the mandate of the working group at the Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference in
Doha. In Doha, ministers mandated the working group to focus on the clarification of: the scope
and definition of such an agreement; transparency; non-discrimination; modalities for
pre-established commitments based on a GATS-type positive list approach; development
provisions; exceptions and bal ance-of-payments safeguards; consultation and the settlement of
disputes between members (Doha Declaration, para, 22). Further, ministers agreed that
negotiations on a multilateral framework to secure transparent, stable and predictable conditions
for long-term cross-border investment would take place after the Fifth WTO Ministerial
Conference in Cancun, Mexico, in September 2003 on the basis of a decision to be taken by
WTO members, by explicit consensus (ibid., para. 20). The working group’s mandate as a result
of the Doha Declaration therefore is exploratory and does not, as yet, include a mandate to
negotiate new rules or commitments.

B. Investment rules

24. Investment agreements establish a set of rights and obligations between Statesin relation
to their treatment of investors and investment. It is commonly stated that, in doing so,
investment agreements establish a set of investors' rights. However, from alegal perspective, it
isimportant to distinguish those rights from human rights. National, regional and international
treaties recognize arange of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights - known as
human rights - that are fundamental to alife of human dignity. Investors’ rights, on the other
hand, are instrumental rights: rights created and modified by Statesin order to meet certain
economic and developmental objectives. The type of rules and the level of protection to
investors guaranteed under investment agreements will thus vary between agreements although
many investment agreements have common elements. Typically, investment agreements will
have the dual purpose of first protecting investment flows and second encouraging economic
cooperation and the promotion of higher levels of investment flows. Importantly, investment
agreements will establish which investors and which investments come within their scope and at
times will exclude some types of investors - for example partnerships, joint ventures,
not-for-profit organizations or State-owned corporations® or some types of investments - for
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example, short-term capital flows or portfolio investment. Examples of rights and protections
granted to investorsinclude:

(@ Protection against discrimination. The principle of non-discrimination generally
takes two forms - most-favoured nation (MFN) treatment and national treatment. MFN
treatment concerns discrimination between investors and investments from foreign countries.
MFN treatment requires each party to atreaty to grant to every other party the most favourable
treatment that it grants to any other country with respect to “like” investors or the import and
export of “like” investments. On the other hand, national treatment concerns discrimination
against investors and investments from foreign countries in relation to national investors and
investments. National treatment requires each party to atreaty to treat foreign investors and
investments no less favourably than “like” domestic investors and investments once they have
crossed the border and they are part of domestic commerce;

(b) Market access. Investment treaties at times distinguish between treatment of
investors and investment at the point of entering the market, and treatment within the host
country. Thus, a State party to an investment treaty might retain greater flexibility to set the
terms, limitations and conditions for market access which a State must apply without
discrimination. For example, a State party to an investment treaty might wish to screen the entry
of investment or to place restrictions on entry through, for example, imposing limitations on the
extent of foreign ownership of enterprises or by requiring investment to be directed towards joint
ventures with local enterprises. However, once investors and investments have entered the
domestic market, States would undertake to treat them without discrimination;

(c) Prohibitions on some State actions. Investment liberalization agreements will
include investors' rights and certain prohibitions on State actions such as bans on performance
requirements or bans on investment incentives. Bans on performance requirements prevent host
countries from imposing requirements on investors that might be directed towards employment
generation, the use of local materials, requirements to transfer technology or entry into
partnerships, or joint venture with local enterprises. While a State might impose performance
requirements in the interests of local development, performance requirements can limit the
economic efficiency and profits of an investment. Apart from performance requirements,
investment agreements will often impose bans on the use of investment incentives such as loans
and tax rebates. Investment agreements will also often include other matters such as prohibitions
on senior management nationality requirements, rights to transfer profits, revenues and dividends
out of the host State and compensation for acts of war or civil strife;

(d) Protection against expropriation of an investment. Similarly, investment agreements
will protect investors and their investment against expropriation unless expropriation is subject
to compensation by the host Government for the loss of the investment. In NAFTA, for
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example, the agreement prohibits parties from directly or indirectly nationalizing or
expropriating an investment of an investor of another party or to take a measure tantamount to
nationalization or expropriation except for a public purpose, on a non-discriminatory basis, in
accordance with due process and with compensation based on the fair market value of the
expropriated investment (art. 1110).

25. Taking into account the need to balance States' right to regulate with investors' rights,
investment agreements will also establish certain exceptions to their application, giving States
some flexibility to protect the public interest and promote development. For example,
agreements will often provide for general exceptionsin the public interest typically relating to
the protection of public morals, public order, national security, aswell as human, animal and
plant life. Similarly, country-specific exceptions might be available. In GATS, for example, the
specific obligations of national treatment and market access apply only to those service sectors
identified and scheduled by each WTO member. Thus, afull commitment on “market access’
would prohibit a country from limiting access to its servicing markets. However, a country may
determine the limitations, conditions and terms of market access - or application of national
treatment - that fall short of full access. This gives each country some flexibility to moderate
liberalization according to national needs although it is important to underline that this flexibility
Is subject to the overall objective of each country achieving the progressive liberalization of
trade in services over subsequent negotiationsin the WTO (art. XIX).

26. Finally, investment agreements will establish the means of resolving disputes. These will
often take two forms - a State-to-State mechanism and an investor-to-State mechanism. A
State-to-State mechanism allows one party to an investment agreement to bring a complaint
against another State party to the agreement before a panel of specially appointed trade experts
who interpret the provisions of the treaty and issue areport. The WTO dispute settlement
mechanism is perhaps the best known State-to-State mechanism. In the case of the WTO
mechanism, the initial panel decision is subject to appeal to the WTO Appellate Body. If the
State party to a dispute fails to abide by a decision, the other State party may impose trade
sanctions on the State in breach upon authorization of the Dispute Settlement Body. The second
form of dispute settlement mechanism is the investor-to-State mechanism which alows investors
to bring a complaint against a State party to an investment treaty. Investors may bring a
complaint against a State party through recognized arbitration processes such as the International
Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) or the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law.

27. Thediscussions on investment in the WTO Working Group on the Relationship between
Trade and Investment have considered many of the issues outlined above. While much of the
discussion has focused on the mandate outlined by WTO ministers in the Doha Declaration,
there has also been some discussion on broadening the mandate to include other issues including
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a prohibition on performance requirements. Of particular relevance to the promotion and
protection of human rightsin the context of investment has been the Working Group’s
discussion on the devel opment dimension, which the Working Group has considered as an issue
that cuts across al the issues within its mandate. However, as yet there does not appear to be
agreement on whether the WTO members will negotiate an international investment agreement
nor on what such an agreement would contain. In particular, WTO members link discussions on
investment liberalization to other aspects of the Doha Declaration agenda including special and
differential treatment for developing countries and increasing market access for developing
country agricultural products. Agreement in one areais generally subject to agreement on the
overal WTO agenda.

1. THEHUMAN RIGHTSIMPLICATIONS OF
INVESTMENT LIBERALIZATION

A. Human rightsand investment liberalization

28. Inliberalizing investment, States have had to deal with the reality that host country
objectivesin relation to investment might differ from those of investors. while Governments
seek to spur national devel opment, investors seek to enhance their own competitiveness and
market sharein an international context.*® Much of the debate in the context of investment
liberalization has focused on achieving the right balance between States' “right to regulate” and
investors' rights. On the one hand, States have promoted investors' rights - rights of entry,
rights to use investment without unnecessary restrictions, protection against expropriation and so
on - asameans of attracting higher levels of investment. On the other hand, States have
exercised their “right to regulate” in order to protect infant industry by restricting entry of
foreign investors, protecting foreign exchange and balance of payments by regulating the entry
of investment, guiding investment towards longer-term devel opment through the use of
performance requirements, local content requirements, transfer of technology clauses or local
innovation requirements, and by protecting against market abuses by investors through
competition policy, environment regulation and labour standards.

29. The promotion and protection of human rights adds a new dimension to this debate - that
of the promation and protection of the human rights of individuals and groups. The Universal
Declaration on Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Socia and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), amongst
other treaties, recognize a series of civil, cultural, economic, political and social human rights
carrying corresponding obligations on States - most of which can be affected, one way or
another, by investment. Consequently, to the extent that investment affects these rights, the
obligations on States in relation to individuals and groups should also be considered within the
context of rights and obligations between States and towards investors. The Committee on
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Economic, Socia and Cultural Rights has adopted a classification of those obligations as the
obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human rights (see, e.g., E/C.12/2002/11, paras 21-29):

(8 Theobligation to respect. The obligation to respect requires States to refrain from
interfering with the enjoyment of economic, socia and cultura rights;

(b) Theobligation to protect. The obligation to protect requires States to prevent
violations of economic, social and cultural rights by third parties,

(c) Theobligation to fulfil. The obligation to fulfil requires States to take appropriate
legislative, administrative, budgetary, judicial and other measures towards the full realization of
economic, social and cultural rights.

30. While national Governments have the primary responsibility to respect, protect and fulfil
human rights, the international community’ s responsibilities towards human rights should also
be considered in the context of investment liberalization. To this end, States have committed to
international cooperation and assistance to promote human rights (Charter of the United Nations,
Arts. 55, 56); ICESCR, arts. 2 (1)) and to create a social and international order through which
all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized (UDHR, art. 28).

B. States right and duty toregulate

31. Considering investment liberalization from the perspective of the promotion and protection
of human rights therefore brings a new dimension to the discussion. In short, asfar as
investment agreements concern human rights issues, States' right to regulate isin fact a duty to
regulate. Asnoted above, States' responsibilities towards human rights include an obligation to
fulfil human rights through appropriate legisative and other measures. Article 2 (3) of the
Declaration on the Right to Development establishes that “ States have the right and the duty to
formulate appropriate national development policies that aim at the constant improvement of the
well-being of the entire population and of all individuals, on the basis of their active, free and
meaningful participation in development and in the fair distribution of the benefits resulting
therefrom”. In the context of investment liberalization agreements, States' right and duty to
regulate raises the following issues:

(& The need to regulate some forms of investment. While in some cases investment
offers important opportunities for the progressive realization of human rights, thisis not aways
so and short-term or volatile capital flows and even longer-term investment in some cases might
deserve closer regulation by States. Thereis evidence to suggest that the instability in
international lending and speculative capital flows have led to financial crises and consequent
socia and political problems in the past and that States can avoid and mitigate such effects
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through the use of capital controls.*® The liberalization of foreign capital flows through
deregulation of the domestic financial sector can, however, restrict traditional instruments of
macroeconomic policy that might limit capital mobility such as restrictions on foreign ownership
of domestic stocks and bonds, restrictions on overseas borrowing by domestic financial and
non-financial institutions, and the imposition of higher tax rates on foreign specul ative capital
flows. Thus, in implementing their economic and devel opment policies, countries might wish to
accept different rules concerning the treatment of different types of foreign investment.** While
it isimportant to note that while introducing barriers to short-term or portfolio investment will
also potentially penalize and possibly deter investment that can be productive and long term and
therefore desirable, those losses need to be weighed against the consequences of excessive
liberalization on the enjoyment of human rights;

(b) Theflexibility to use some performance requirements and other measures.
Maintaining flexibility in the use of certain performance requirements such as employment or
local content requirements could be appropriate at times to promote the right to culture of
particular cultural or linguistic minorities, or to respect the principle of non-discrimination
through the introduction of affirmative action schemes to promote employment opportunities for
disadvantaged or under-represented people. Take, for example, the National Water Act of the
Republic of South Africa (Act No, 36 of 1998). In the context of post-apartheid South Africa,
the Act envisages favourable treatment to racial minorities to redress the results of past racial and
gender discrimination in the issuance of water licences. While such a measure could favour
certain nationals over foreigners - including foreign investors that might seek accessto water asa
means of providing water and sanitation services - this might be necessary as a means of dealing
with de facto discrimination. However, the normal application of national treatment prohibits
measures that give better treatment to a“like” national investor or investment over aforeign
investor or investment. Given that aforeign investor in the water and sanitation sector might
seek alicence over water as part of its operations, the foreign investor might view such a
measure as discriminatory against it, despite the fact that the measure is intended to promote
equality and diminish racial discrimination rather than act as a barrier to investment. Much
would in fact depend on the interpretation of “like”. Similarly, it might be argued that such
measures are performance requirements (local content). It will therefore be important to protect
the use of such measures in investment agreements.

(o) Theflexibility to withdraw investment liberalization commitmentsin light of
experience. Investment liberalization from a human rights perspective requires a careful
balancing of States' rights and investors' rights with a view to promoting respect for human
rights and development. Getting the right balance could take time, and furthermore might
change over time. Importantly, States should not enter into commitments in investment
agreements that might threaten the enjoyment of human rights. Consequently, it will be
important to undertake human rights impact assessments prior to undertaking commitmentsto
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liberalization investment. Further, at times, modification of commitmentsto liberalize
investment might be necessary to protect against unforeseen consequences of liberalization
which disproportionately affect the poor, disadvantaged or vulnerable. Thus, it will also be
important to undertake human rights assessments of the impact of the implementation of
commitments after the adoption of investment agreements. To this end, a human rights approach
to investment liberalization raises the question of what degree of flexibility is appropriate with
respect to withdrawing commitments to investment liberalization where human rights impact
assessments indicate that this would be necessary to promote and protect human rights. At
times, liberalization agreements allow commitments to be withdrawn. For example, article XXI
of GATS allows a country to modify or withdraw a commitment after three years have elapsed
from the date the commitment came into force. However, GATS also obliges the country to
enter into negotiations for compensation with any country affected by the modification if
requested to do so. While compensation might be appropriate in some cases, a human rights
approach would raise the question as to the effect that a requirement to give compensation, or a
threat of compensation, might have on the ability or willingness of a State to take the necessary
action to promote and protect human rights. Importantly, a human rights approach would seek to
avoid the situation where a requirement to pay compensations might discourage States from
taking action to protect human rights - such a situation could reinforce the status quo or
exacerbate human rights problems. Establishing a direct link between withdrawing
commitments and promoting human rights obligations might be an important consideration to
bear in mind in allowing flexibility to modify commitments and in determining the
appropriateness of compensation case by case;

(d) Theflexibility to introduce new regulations to promote and protect human rights.
Introducing new regulations to promote human rights is an important aspect of States' duty to
fulfil human rights. Aseconomic, social and political conditions change, it is appropriate that in
response States might introduce appropriate regulations strengthening protection for human
rights. However, thereisincreasing concern about investors' use of “expropriation provisions”
to protect investments against new measures to protect the environment and to promote human
rights. Expropriation provisions do not prohibit government regul atory action. However, they
do require compensation to the investor where the regulation directly or indirectly expropriates
an investment or is tantamount to expropriation. Such compensation should be equivalent to the
fair market value of the expropriated investment immediately before the expropriation took
place. The extent of what constitutes direct expropriation, indirect expropriation or a measure
tantamount to expropriation of an investment isunclear. Traditionally, investment treaties
introduced expropriation provisions to protect investors against arbitrary nationalization of
industries and destruction or deprivation of property. However, cases under the NAFTA
investor-to-State dispute mechanism suggest broader interpretations are possible. That being so,
it will be important to safeguard measures directed towards improving respect for human rights
within such interpretations.
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32. The relationship between expropriation provisions and the protection of human rights
warrants particular attention as existing cases suggest that investor-to-State tribunals are willing
to interpret such provisions broadly, which could affect States’ ability to regulate in favour of
human rights. For example, in 1997, the Government of Canada had introduced a ban on the
import of the additive methylcyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl (MMT). The Government
justified the ban primarily on the ground that it had not adequately assessed toxic qualities of
MMT. Ethyl Corp., the only manufacturer of the substance in the world, commenced
proceedings against the Government of Canada including a claim that the introduction of the ban
was an expropriation of itsinvestment or, aternatively, that it was “tantamount” to expropriation
of itsinvestment. The parties subsequently settled the proceedings and the Canadian
Government withdrew the legislation, paid $13 million for costs and lost profits while the
legislation was in place and gave Ethyl Corp. aletter authorizing the use of MMT, stating that
there was no scientific evidence of any health risk or any impact on car exhaust systems

(Ethyl Corp v. Canada).*?

33. Inasubsequent case under NAFTA, awaste management business, Metalclad Corp.,
brought proceedings against the Government of Mexico, amongst other things claiming
expropriation of itsinvestment. In 1993, Metalclad had purchased a local waste management
company with aview to building and operating a full hazardous waste landfill facility. The
project was subject to the issue of permits from the municipal, State and federal levels of
Government. The municipality had previously denied the permit to the local company, however,
Metal clad continued with the purchase after receiving the State and federal permits and upon
assurances from the federal Government that the municipal permits were not necessary.

Metal clad commenced the project. The municipal authorities, however, never issued the
required permits for a number of reasons, including environmental concerns, and the fact that a
great number of local inhabitants opposed the granting of the permit. Finally, the State
authorities issued an Ecological Decree declaring the area a natural reserve for the preservation
of rare cactus, forcing the waste management project finally to close.

34. Metaclad claimed, amongst other things, compensation from the Mexican Government
under NAFTA article 1110 due to the expropriation of itsinvestment. The tribunal made a series
of findings including that the Mexican Government took a measure tantamount to expropriation
by participating or acquiescing in the municipalities’ unfair and inequitable treatment in denying
Metalclad the right to operate the landfill. Further, the tribunal held that, while not necessary to
its findings, the Ecological Decree was a further ground for afinding of expropriation. The
tribunal ordered Mexico to pay $16.7 million in compensation. Mexico sought statutory review
of the decision and the Government of Canada intervened in the proceedings. A judge of the
Supreme Court of British Columbia held that the problems of transparency on behalf of the
Mexican authorities were not requirements for compliance with the expropriation provisions and
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so there was no act of expropriation prior to the Ecological Decree. On the other hand, the judge
upheld the tribunal’ s finding that the Ecological Decree expropriated Metalclad’ s investment on
the basis that the tribunal’ s conclusion was not patently unreasonable - the requirement to set
aside the tribunal’s award. In doing so, however, the judge stated that the Tribunal had given:*

“...an extremely broad definition of expropriation for the purposes of article 1110. In
addition to the more conventional notion of expropriation involving ataking of property,
the Tribunal held that expropriation under the NAFTA includes covert or incidental
interference with the use of property which has the effect of depriving the owner in whole
or in significant part, of the use or reasonably-to-be expected economic benefits of
property. Thisdefinition is sufficiently broad to include alegitimate zoning of property
by amunicipality or other zoning authority.”

35. Such broad interpretations of expropriation provisions could have direct consequences for
regulations intended to promote and protect human rights. While these two cases focused on
environmental protection, government action in relation to chemicals and toxic wastes has
flow-on effectsin relation to the enjoyment of human rights such as the right to health or the
right to water. The decisions raise questions about the assumptions of responsibility - mora or
legal - for actions that could negatively affect human rights or the environment. One
commentator has suggested that broad interpretations of expropriation provisions could reverse
the established tenet of environmental policy that the polluters should bear the cost of their
pollution rather than be paid not to pollute.™ To the extent that broad interpretations of
expropriation provisions could affect States’ willingness or capacity to introduce new measures
to promote and protect human rights, then the use and interpretation of expropriation provisions
isacause of concern. Specifically, it will be important to avoid a situation where the threat of
litigation on the basis of broadly interpreted expropriation provisions has a“ chilling effect” on
government regulatory capacity, conditioning State action to promote human rights and a healthy
environment by the commercial concerns of foreign investors. While human rights should not
provide a shield to protect unwarranted protectionism, administrative failures or unfair treatment,
neither should they be made subject solely to an economic calculus. Consequently, it will be
important to ensure that interpretations of these and other provisionsin investment agreements
place human rights and environmental considerations centrally within their reasoning where
relevant.

C. Complementary measuresto promote human rights
in the context of investment liberalization

36. Apart from maintaining a Government’ s right and duty to regulate, there are certain
complementary issues that would help promote human rights within the context of investment
liberalization.
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37. Balancinginvestors rights with obligations. Investors rights are instrumental rights. In
other words, investors' rights are defined in order to meet some wider goal such as sustainable
human devel opment, economic growth, stability, indeed the promotion and protection of human
rights. The conditional nature of investors' rights suggests that they should be balanced with
corresponding checks, balances and obligations - towards individuals, the State or the
environment. While investment liberalization has focused on the definition of investors' rights,
bal ancing those rights with States’ “right to regulate’, discussions over investment liberalization
have paid less attention to parallel discussionsin the United Nations, OECD and ILO defining
investors' obligations towards individuals.*®> Y et this risks skewing investment liberalization in
favour of investors' rights, losing sight of their conditional nature, possibly to the detriment of
the rights and interests of other actors.

38. Two approaches to defining investors' obligations are relevant. First, measuresto
encourage corporate socia responsibility on avoluntary basis are taking on increasing
importance. The Secretary-Genera’s Global Compact, launched in 1999, provides a platform
for encouraging and promoting good corporate practices and learning experiences in the areas of
human rights, labour and the environment and the basis for a structured dial ogue between the
United Nations, business, labour and civil society on improving corporate practices. In relation
to human rights, the Global Compact proposes that enterprises develop human rights criteriafor
market entry, explicit human rights policies to protect workers, undertake human rights impact
assessments of their business activities, engage with Governments, labour and civil society on
human rights issues, ensure programmes to promote the right to health of employees, and ensure
that security arrangements do not contribute to human rights violations. Another voluntary
initiative is the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. The member States of the
OECD adopted the non-binding Guidelinesin 1976 as part of the Declaration on International
Investment and Multinational Enterprises and have since revised them in 1991 and 2000.
Significantly, the 2000 revision included references encouraging multinational enterprisesto
respect human rights set out in the UDHR. The current Guidelines aim to promote the positive
contributions multinationals can make to economic, environmental and socia progressin OECD
member countries with increasing interest from some developing countries. Further, the OECD
Guidelines aim to assist adhering countries in the process of investment liberalization by
promoting responsible multinational enterprises.*

39. However, while voluntary codes are significant in promoting human rights approaches
amongst willing investors, there is also recognition of the need to balance voluntary corporate
social responsibility initiatives with the strengthening of investors’ accountability for their
actions as they affect individuals and communities. This raises complex questions for human
rights law which has traditionally focused on the relationship between the individual and the
State. However, as investors become more powerful vis-a-vis States and as more becomes
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known of how their actions can affect the enjoyment of human rights, attempts to define
investors' obligations towards individuals and communities are taking on greater significance.
Asthe High Commissioner recently stated in the context of the recent Group of Eight (G8)
meeting: “respect for the Universal Declaration is an imperative for Governments; it should be
obligatory for business’.

40. The Sub-Commission is considering draft Norms on Responsibilities of

Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises with regard to Human Rights
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/12). The draft norms set out particular obligations of investors including
the obligation to respect the right to equal opportunity and non-discrimination, the right to
security of persons, workers' rights, and national sovereignty, consumer protection and
environmental protection. The draft norms include provisions regarding periodic monitoring by
the United Nations, periodic evaluation by corporations, as well as reparation, restitution,
compensation and rehabilitation for any damage done or property taken as aresult of violations
of human rights. Other initiatives relevant to defining more direct investors' obligations include
the OECD’ s Convention on Combating Bribery (1997) which outlaws cross-border bribery and
other corrupt practices, establishing bribery of aforeign public official asacriminal offence.*’
Importantly, the strengthening of investors' accountability towards individuals and communities
might be a means of balancing the strengthened protection of investors' rights through
investor-to-State dispute mechanisms with the protection of human rights vis-a-vis investors.

41. Protecting against certain actions by Governments. As noted above, positive impacts of
investment on the enjoyment of human rights depend considerably on the actions of
Governments. In some cases, Governments have relaxed human rights and environmental
standards in a“race-to-the-bottom” to attract investment. To avoid such cases, it will be
important to ensure adequate legal protections for individuals and communities affected by such
government actions. The provision of effective and comprehensive human rights dispute
settlement mechanisms will provide a key element in a strategy to avoid a possible
“race-to-the-bottom” in the protection of human rights and environmental standards. While
national protection systems differ between countries, international mechanisms to deal with
individual complaints of human rights violations are uneven. The Human Rights Committee has
the authority to hear individual complaintsin relation to civil and political rights while the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) has the authority to
consider individual complaints of women in relation to discrimination in the exercise of their
human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights. The ILO has a series of
mechanisms such as the Committee on Freedom of Association and its Fact-Finding and
Conciliation Committee to consider complaintsin relation to certain labour rights; however,
these do not allow individual complaints nor do they address the interdependence of human
rights owing to their focusing solely on labour standards. However, thereis currently no
international mechanism to consider complaints on all aspects of economic, social and cultura
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rights. On the other hand, under investment agreements, investors have recourse to international
redress against States and States have redress against other States. This risks skewing the
balance of protection in favour of investors, which in turn could lead to investment decisions
favouring the interests of investors over the human rights of individuals and communities who
could remain voicelessin the event of a conflict of interests and rights. To thisend, it isrelevant
to note the recent decision of the Commission on Human Rights to establish a working group to
consider options for the elaboration of an individual complaints mechanism under the ICESCR
(resolution 2003/18, paras. 12, 13). States could also raise their human rights obligations where
relevant in any disputes under investment agreements.

42. Promoting home-country measures. While liberalization might attract investment for some
countries, the figures demonstrate that thisis not always the case and LDCs and many African
countries still attract only low levels of investment. Thisis because liberalization is only one
factor that influences investment decisions - other determinants of investment include size of
markets, infrastructure, political and economic stability, labour productivity, the quality of health
and education and the quality of institutions, including their transparency.®® Countriestrying to
attract finance for development that do not have these prerequisites will not necessarily benefit
from investment liberalization on itsown. Instead, home countries to investment, particularly
industrialized countries, have aresponsibility to promote development-friendly investment to
these countries, promote public-private partnerships to encourage investments towards poorer
countries, support the capacity of poorer countries to participate in international forums and
support capacity-building through technical assistance so that poorer countries have the means of
developing investment policies that attract the right investments.*

43. More importantly, home countries should complement investment through the provision of
ODA. Thisrequires not only maintaining ODA levels but increasing them significantly to meet
the target, affirmed in the Millennium Declaration Goals, of 0.7 per cent of GNP. Indeed, if each
member country of the Development Assistance Committee contributed 0.7 per cent of its GNP
as ODA, nearly US$ 160 billion would be released.®® However, few countries have met this
target and “there are serious questions about the directions in which ODA flows’ with little
actually reaching the poorest countries.> This provides little comfort for poor countries
currently engaged in discussions over whether to negotiate an international investment
agreement that are in need of finance for development and that attract low levels of investment.
While the overriding focus of ODA should be on development and poverty aleviation, it isalso
relevant to note that ODA and investment can be complementary where ODA focuses on
creating infrastructure and promoting good governance provides a means of attracting private
investment. Significantly, poorer countries also need to have the capacity to absorb investment
if investment isto work towards the promotion and protection of human rights and ODA directed
towards improving infrastructure is relevant in thisregard. Increasing ODA for these countries -
for development, poverty alleviation and technical assistance - is therefore an urgent and
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pressing need. States could consider including among home-country obligations in investment
agreements the inclusion of the ODA target of 0.7 per cent of GNP as a necessary complement to
investment liberalization.

V. THEHUMAN RIGHTSIMPLICATIONS OF PRIVATIZATION

44. The privatization of previously public owned utilities has motivated increases in foreign
direct investmentsin many regions in recent years.> On the one hand, privatization can promote
investment into failing essential servicesin need of new technology, infrastructure and
management and can play an important role in modernizing sectors such as
telecommunications.® On the other hand, privatization can lead to market concentration
amongst large corporations and the crowding out of smaller firms.>* Asaready noted in
previous reports of the High Commissioner, privatization can, in some cases, lead to: the
establishment of a two-tiered service supply with a corporate segment focusing on the healthy
and wealthy and an underfinanced public sector focusing on the poor and sick; brain drain from
the public to higher paying private sector; an overemphasis on commercial objectives at the
expense of social objectives, and an increasingly large and powerful private sector that can
threaten the role of the Government as primary duty bearer of human rights by subverting
regulatory systems through political pressure (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/9). Given the need to attract
investment into all sectors, including essential services related to the enjoyment of human rights,
the question from a human rights perspective is how to optimize the benefits of investment while
minimizing the challenges of privatization to individuals and communities, particularly those
who are poor, disadvantaged or vulnerable.

45. The privatization of the water and sanitation sector has provoked significant discussion in
the context of the right to water. Increasing investment in the water and sanitation sector is
possibly the most pressing issue facing the realization of the right to water today. Investment in
water comes primarily from a mixture of sources including water users (households, farmers,
businesses), Governments (through tax earnings), aid donors and the private sector (both national
and international), with the overwhelming bulk of investment coming from domestic public
sources.®™ While figures are difficult to estimate, one analysis suggests that public funding of the
water sector has remained static since the mid-1990s, with ODA falling from $3.5 billion a year
in 1996-1998 to $3.1 hillion ayear in 1999-2001 and international private investment and
commercial bank lending in water and sewerage projects fluctuating widely from $2 billion

in 1998 to $7 billion in 1999 and to $4.5 billion in 2000 - athough overall, private sector
investment appears to be increasing.>® If the international community is to meet the Millennium
Declaration commitments to reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access
to safe drinking water and access to basic sanitation by 2015, it will have to increase investment
in the water and sanitation sector considerably. One estimate suggests that meeting the
commitment on safe drinking water alone will require an extraannual investment of at least



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9
page 30

$10 billion.>” Another estimate suggests the need for additional annual investment of $8 billion
for water supply and $17 billion for sanitation in order to meet the target of universal coverage.®
In recognition of the need to improve the situation, Ministers of States, in the context of the
recent Third World Water Forum, agreed in their Declaration to “redouble ... collective efforts
to mobilize financial and technical resources, both public and private’ to achieve the Millennium
Declaration Goals (para. 16).

46. Aspart of thiseffort, many actors are increasingly considering private sector participation
as a source of investment in the water and sanitation sector.> Private sector participation in the
water and sanitation sector involves severa actors and can take many forms. For example,
private sector participation might involve the full transfer of ownership of public assets to the
private sector, or it might be partial, referring to the delegation of certain activities and services
to the private sector with the public sector maintaining varying levels of control and ownership
over assets. While the terms privatization and private sector participation often evoke foreign
investment through multinational corporations, domestic corporations and the informal private
sector such as small-scale providers, entrepreneurs and water vendors also participate in the
provision of water and sanitation in many countries. Indeed, international private sector
participation is relatively low while domestic private sector participation is significant in many
countries. Estimates suggest that the international private sector reached only 5 per cent of the
global population in 2001 although this figure could increase to 35 per cent by 2015.° On the
other hand, in developing countries, the informal private sector services more than 50 per cent of
users.®’ In terms of investment (as opposed to private sector participation), international private
sector investment in the water and sanitation sector has lagged behind other international private
sector investments in sectors such as telecommunications, power, gas and hydro, particularly due
to the low potential for returns and the high capital intensity which delays return on
investments.®? International private sector investment makes up some 10-15 per cent of
investment in the sector while domestic private sector investment is even lower, representing
only 5 per cent of investment in the water and sanitation sector.®®

47. While promoting investment through private sector participation in the water and
sanitation sector might be a possible strategy to upgrade the sector, there is concern that private
sector participation might threaten the goal of basic service provision for al, particularly the
poor, and transform water from being an essential life source to primarily an economic good.
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has recently recognized that the human
right to water “entitles everyone to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and
affordable water for personal and domestic use” (E/C.12/2000/11, para. 2), setting out the
following elements that indicate whether water is adequate for human dignity (E/C.12/2000/11:
para. 12):
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(& Availability - the water supply for each person must be sufficient and continuous for
personal and domestic uses, such as drinking, sanitation, washing clothes, and food preparation
in accordance with relevant WHO guidelines;

(b) Quality - water required for personal and domestic use must be free from
micro-organisms, chemical substances and radiological hazards and of an acceptable colour,
odour and taste for personal and domestic use;

(c) Accessihility - water should be physically acceptable, economically accessible in that
itis affordable for all and accessible without discrimination. Further, information on water must
be accessible and everyone has the right to seek, receive and impart information concerning
water iSssues.

48. Some of the concernsin relation to private sector participation on the enjoyment of the
right to water stem from a perceived overemphasis by the private sector on economic
imperatives such as profitability to the detriment of social and cultural objectives. In particular,
there are concerns that private sector participation will improve services for those who can afford
them and neglect those who cannot such as the poor or people living in outlying regions.®*
Similarly, there are concerns that economic efficiency could lead to increases in water tariffs
which could have a disproportionate effect on poor people.®® Another issue of concern is that the
private sector over-emphasi zes short-term profit to the detriment of longer-term sustainability of
water and sanitation projects.®® However, experience can differ between countries and
generalized conclusions on the effects of private sector participation on the right to water are
difficult to draw. In some cases, private sector provision has reduced water rates.®” Similarly,
while high tariffs can obstruct poor people from accessing or improving access to water and
sanitation, low or no tariffs are not always appropriate either, leading to higher levels of debt and
low levels of resources to invest in infrastructure.®® Further, not only the private sector but also
the public sector has neglected poor communities. In some cases, public sector authorities have
also been prone to evaluate problemsin the water and sanitation sector in economic and financial
terms, with social considerations being introduced only after concerted public pressure.*®

49. Inlight of the urgent need to attract investment to the water and sanitation sector, the key
question from a human rights perspective thereforeis. How can States ensure available and
accessible water of quality in light of the imperative of increasing investment - public or private -
in the sector? Where the State decides to engage the private sector, the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights has underlined that States have responsibilities to ensure that “water
should be treated as a social and cultural good and not primarily as an economic good”
(E/C.12/2002/11, para. 11). More specificaly, the State must:
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(@ Prevent the private sector from interfering with the enjoyment of the right to water
(E/C.12/2002/11, para. 23) or from compromising equal, affordable, and physical accessto
sufficient, safe and acceptable water (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 24);

(b) Prevent companies based in their territory from violating the right to water in other
countries (host countries to investment) (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 33);

(c) Regulatethe private sector to prevent infringements of the right to water including
through laws; to prevent contamination and inequitable extraction of water; to regulate and
control water service providers; and to protect water distribution systems (E/C.12/2002/11, para.
44 (b)). Similarly, States must regulate to ensure that the private sector is fully aware of and
considers the importance of the right to water in the fulfilment of its duties (E/C.12/2002/11,
para. 49) and to adopt legidlation setting out intended collaboration with the private sector
(E/C.12/2002/11, para. 50);

(d) Ensure adequate accountability measures in relation to the private sector such as the
imposition of penalties for non-compliance (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 24).

50. Private sector participation in the water and sanitation sector - as with public sector
provision - has produced successes and failures. In Uganda, successes in private sector
participation have resulted in the implementation of village-level water supply projects by
private contractors on a massive scale across the country and the connection of about 1 million
people to wells between 1998 and 2001.7° In contrast, the provision of services free of charge by
the public sector in the United Republic of Tanzania not only crippled the water system, it has
pushed the country deeper into debt, leaving at least 120,000 households in one of the poorest
areas of the capital completely unconnected.”

51. However, in some cases, private sector participation has led to real problems from a human
rights perspective. In Cochabamba, Bolivia, the water and sanitation sector had suffered in
public hands. While international aid had assisted some communities to dig wells and establish
water cooperatives, water purity was often poor, there was chronic water shortage and the
poorest neighbourhoods were not connected to the water mains. 1n 1999, the Bolivian
Government conducted an auction of the Cochabamba water system which drew only one
bidder - a consortium called Aguas del Tunari, the controlling partner of which was wholly
owned by aforeign investor, Bechtel Corporation. The concession agreement gave the
corporation exclusive rights to the water, a guarantee of aminimum 15 per cent return on its
investment, and allowed the corporation to install water meters and charge for water. Shortly
afterwards, water tariffsincreased with aview to expanding and upgrading the water network.
However, the company shortly introduced increases of up to 35 per cent and cut people off from
water connections if they did not pay their bills. Thisin turn led to violent demonstrations and,
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ultimately, the departure of the water company and areversal of the Government’s decision to
liberalize the water supply. The Government assumed responsibility for the provision of water
services, but services still require enhancement.” The foreign investor since commenced
proceedings against the Bolivian Government before the International Centre for the Settlement
of Investment Disputes under the bilateral investment agreement between the Netherlands and
Bolivia. The arbitration is ongoing.”

52. Thiscase, while not necessarily the rule, does raise serious questions for the enjoyment of
theright to water. According to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
obligation to respect the right to water includes refraining from arbitrary or unjustified
disconnection or exclusion from water services and from increasing the price in water to the
extent that it is unaffordable (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 44). Similarly, the obligation to protect the
right to water requires States to take necessary measures within their jurisdiction to prevent
infringements of the right to water by third parties and to regulate effectively and control water
service providers (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 44). The actions of the investor also raise questions of
corporate social responsibility in the context of providing water services. Further, the process of
awarding the initial concession agreement between the Government and the private service
supplier raise fundamental questions of the rule of law. Participation, transparency and
accountability are some of the principal components of the rule of law, yet in the Cochabamba
case, the parties negotiated the concession agreement without adequate public consultation. For
example, effective participation in public affairsis not only an essential governance issue, itisa
human right (ICCPR, art. 25). Thisrequires not only periodic and genuine elections but also
institutions and mechanisms that are close to the people themselves so that people are
empowered to change their own lives, improve their own communities, influence their destinies
and hold accountabl e the decision makers and actors whose actions affect their rights.
Participation in public affairsin turn requires transparency. Transparency is essential for the
realization of human rights as it promotes access to information concerning the allocation of
resources in the context of progressively realizing economic, social and cultural rights, including
the right to water. Such information is essential for effective public action and monitoring of
both the public and private sector. In undertaking privatization, while Governments have the
primary responsibility to ensure that the process respects the rule of law, other actors, including
intergovernmental organizations and international financial institutions, also have arole to play,
particularly in poor countries which require assistance in promoting transparent and participatory
mechanisms. As noted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “the
international financial institutions, notably the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank, should take into account the right to water in their lending policies, credit
agreements, structural adjustment programmes and other development projects so that the
enjoyment of the right to water is promoted” (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 60).
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53. How then does the case relate to investment liberalization? On the one hand, a decision of
the Bolivian Government in consultation with international financial institutions drove the
privatization of water services in Cochabamba, not necessarily the opening of marketsto foreign
investment through a bilateral investment treaty (BIT). Similarly, the sorts of problems which
arose in the case study could feasibly happen with the engagement of the domestic private

sector - the challenges of privatization are not restricted to foreign investors only. The
liberalization dimension relates to the fact that the foreign investor was able to have recourse to
international dispute settlement through the investor-to-State dispute settlement provisions of the
Bolivian-Netherlands BIT. This raises two issues from a human rights perspective.

54. Thefirst relatesto accountability and the rule of law. A system of government established
under the rule of law ensures the availability of mechanismsfor conflict resolution, whether
judicia or non-judicial, and adequate remedies to address possible violations and transgressions.
However, in the Cochabamba case, while the investor had recourse to international dispute
settlement as a result of events connected with the privatization process, the mechanisms for
individuals and communities to hold the State and the investor accountable were poorly defined
or non-existent. While the Inter-American system includes a mechanism for individual
complaints concerning economic, social and cultural rights, the tribunal has jurisdiction to hear
complaints only in relation to workers' human rights and the right to education (the San Salvador
Protocol). Internationally, thereis still no comprehensive individual complaint mechanism for
violations of economic, social and cultural rights. Similarly, the definition of investors
responsibility towards the individuals and communities affected by privatization and the
existence of appropriate accountability mechanisms are lacking. The question arises whether the
existence of effective and comprehensive human rights dispute settlement mechanisms between
individuals and States and better defined responsibilities and accountability of investors towards
individuals and communities might have played an important preventive role.

55. The second issue follows from the first, namely: What could be the effects of allowing
recourse to strong dispute settlement provisions under investment agreements in the absence of
similarly strong accountability mechanisms for human rights issues arising in the context of
investment? The move from public service provision to private service participation in essential
services brings with it the uncertainties typica of any reform process. Private sector
participation in essential services concerns not only commercia considerations relating to
financing projects but arange of other social, political, cultural and environmental concerns.
While an investor-to-State dispute settlement mechanism might resolve subsequent problems of
acommercial nature, the lack of mechanisms to resolve other issues risks weighing the balance
in favour of resolving problems according to the terms of investment agreements which might
not necessarily take into account the many other non-commercia dimensions of the issue at
hand. To the extent that this prioritizes commercial considerations over other issues, it raises
concerns for the promotion and protection of human rights which considers development not
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only in commercial terms but as “economic, social, cultural and political development in which
all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized” (Declaration on the Right to
Development, art. 1). Inthis context, it is relevant to note that this dispute is only one of three
disputes between investors and States concerning investment in the water sector, another one of
whichisongoing.”™ To this end, States are encouraged to raise their human rights obligations
before tribunals in an attempt to secure interpretations of investment agreements and tribunal
decisions that take into account the wider legal and social context.

V. CONCLUSIONSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

56. Therelationship between human rights and investment depends on a range of
variables - the country and sector in question, the type of investment, the motivations of the
investors and the responsibility of the Government. Investment liberalization can modify
the balance among those variables by strengthening investors' rights and affecting to an
extent the policy choicesthat Gover nments haveto direct investment. On the one hand,
this potentially increases the available resour ces needed to promote and protect human
rights. On the other hand, strengthening investors' rights alone could skew the balance of
rightsand obligationsin favour of investors interestsover those of States, individualsand
communities. A human rights approach to investment liberalization ther efor e examines
what complementary measures are needed to ensur e an appropriate balance of rights and
obligations between States and towardsinvestors, bearing in mind States' responsibilities
under human rightslaw. As Statescontinue discussionsin the WTO, regionally and
bilaterally, to achieve progressively higher levels of investment liberalization through the
negotiation and implementation of investment agreements, it isimportant to remember
that States also have concurrent responsibilities under international law to promote and
protect human rights and, to thisend, the following areas of action for further
consideration are offered.

57. Including the promotion and protection of human rights among the objectives of
investment agreements. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has stated
that, in compliance with their responsibilities to cooper ate internationally to achieve the
progressiverealization of economic, social and cultural rights, States should ensurethat
they give due attention to thoserightsin international agreements, including trade
agreements (E/C.12/2002/11, para. 35). Tothisend, States could consider including an
explicit reference to the promotion and protection of human rights among the objectives of
investment liberalization agreements, either in the preambleor in the body of the
agreement. Whilenot creating new obligationsfor the partiesto an agreement, a reference
would recognize the potential for investment to affect the enjoyment of human rights.
Recognizing thislink could be an important step in avoiding downward pressure on human
rights protection in the process of investment liberalization. Further, areferencetothe
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promotion and protection of human rights would encour age inter pretations of provisions
of investment agreementsthat takeinto account States obligations under human rightslaw.
Finally, States are encouraged to raise their human rights obligationsin dispute settlements
where a decision of a tribunal might affect the enjoyment of human rights nationally or
wheretheinterpretation of a provision in an investment agreement might have a human
rights dimension.

58. Ensuring States right and duty to regulate. Statesshould ensurethat in investment
agreementsthey maintain the flexibility to use certain policy optionsto promote and
protect human rights. Similarly, States should maintain the flexibility to promote cultural
diversity and to implement special measuresto protect vulner able, marginalized,
disadvantaged or poor people. Moreover, it isimportant to highlight the need for Statesto
introduce new regulationsto promote and protect human rightsin response to changing
conditions and knowledge of health, water, education, environmental and other issuesthat
affect the enjoyment of human rights. In thiscontext, broad inter pretations of some
provisions of investment agreements such as“expropriation provisions’ could affect
States' capacity or willingnessto regulate for health, safety or environmental reasons; to
thisend, interpretations, or even explicit declarations, by partiesto agreements, that
protect State action to fulfil human rights are encouraged. In the context of discussionsin
the WTO Working Group on the Relationship between Trade and Investment, the
emphasis placed on the development dimension should be encouraged further and in this
respect it isrelevant to note that the Declar ation on the Right to Development emphasizes
that States have the “right and duty to formulate appropriate development policies that
aim at the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population and of all
individuals’.

59. Promoting investors' obligations alongside investors' rights. Voluntary codes of
conduct promoting cor porate social responsibility areimportant; yet, asinvestors' rights
are strengthened through investment agreements, so too should their obligations, including
towardsindividuals and communities. To thisend, initiativesto clarify and specify the
legal responsibility of actorstowardsindividuals and groupsin the context of investment
areimportant. Further, States could consider theissue of legal responsibility of investors
within discussions concer ning continuing investment liberalization and consider
acknowledging these responsibilitiesin investment agreements.

60. Promoting international cooperation as part of investment liberalization. International
cooper ation and assistance is a fundamental aspect of international human rights
obligations and a necessary measureto secure a just and equitable international and social
order. Inthisregard, wealthy countries should meet their commitment to provide 0.7 per
cent of GNP as official development assistance and to ensurethat such assistanceis
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directed towards development and poverty alleviation in poor countries. In the context of
negotiations over new investment agreements, it is strongly encouraged that such targets be
included among the obligationsin investment agreements. To do so will take into account
thefact that whileinvestment liberalization can lead to higher levels of investment for
countries having the requisite market size and infrastructure, investment liberalization
alonewill not attract the necessary finances needed to promote theright to development in
poorer countries.

61. Promoting human rightsin the context of privatization. The effective provision of
essential servicesin the health, education, water, sanitation, energy, transport and
communications sector s has a significant rolein promoting and protecting human rights.
The promotion of therule of law - popular participation, transparency, legality, equality
and accountability - isa significant aspect of ensuring accessto essential servicesfor all.
When the Gover nment seeks private sector investment in these sectorsthen all relevant
actors- not only Government and the private sector but also inter gover nmental
organizations and inter national financial institutions - have responsibilities: to promote
public participation in decisions concer ning private sector participation; to ensure
transparency in decision-making and in information concer ning privatization; and to build
and maintain accountability mechanismsto protect therights of individuals and groupsin
relation to the acts of Statesand investors. The clarification of the responsibilities of the
private sector towardsindividuals and groups should also consider investors obligationsin
the context of privatization.

62. Increasing dialogue on human rightsand trade. Thereisaneed not only to bring a
human rights per spective to investment, but also to ensure that human rights experts and
mechanisms under stand sufficiently the linkages between investment and the enjoyment of
human rights and that they take investment issues adequately into account. In particular,
thereisaneed to improve dialogue between human rights, trade, finance and
environmental practitionersand, specifically, social sector and trade/finance ministries at
the national level. At theinternational level, greater dialogue between delegates at the
WTO and delegates representing the same country in the Commission on Human Rights
could be an important step. Within civil society groups, greater dialogue between trade
and human rights organizations at the national, regional and international levelsis
encouraged. Increasing dialogue between investment, trade, human rights and
environmental practitioners could be a significant step in ensuring greater consistency and
coherence in the formulation, implementation and monitoring of international treaties and
in achieving globalization that promotesthe enjoyment of human rightsfor all.

63. Undertaking human rights assessments of investment liberalization. Undertaking
human rights assessments of trade and investment rules and policieswill be an
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important measur e to gauge the extent to which trade liberalization can promote and
protect human rights. In particular, discussion in the context of the WTO Working Group
on Trade and Investment and the ongoing negotiationsin the GATS Council should be
informed, inter alia, by sound empirical evidence drawn from public, independent and
transparent human rights assessments based on information gathered through a
participatory and consultative process with concerned individuals and groups. In
particular, such assessments should have a gender perspective and consider thereal and
potential effects of investment liberalization on disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.
Given that discussions on investment ar e ongoing, human rights assessments could be used
to secureinformed decisionson investment liberalization in the future. Asa possiblefield
of further study, the Office of the High Commissioner therefore suggests that consideration
be given to the development of methodologiesfor such assessments and the appropriate
assistance needed to undertake them.
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