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Housing rights are enshrined in numerous instruments. For instance, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (art. 25) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (art. 11 (1)) both
guarantee the right to adequate housing. Additionally, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (art. 17 (1)) protects persons from arbitrary or unlawful interference with their home; the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (art. 5 (e) (iii)) prohibits
discrimination on account of race, colour, or national or ethnic origin with respect to the right to housing;
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (arts. 2 and 14 (2) (h))
obliges States parties to “condemn discrimination against women in all its forms” and, specifically, to
eliminate discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure that such women enjoy adequate
living conditions, particularly in relation to housing; the Convention on the Rights of the Child (art. 27 (3))
obliges States parties to provide, in cases of need, material assistance and support programmes to families
and children, particularly with regard to housing; and the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (art. 43 (1) (d)) provides that “[m]igrant
workers shall enjoy equality of treatment with nationals of the State of employment in relation to ... (d)
[a]ccess to housing, including social housing schemes, and protection against exploitation in respect of
rents”. Other international instruments guaranteeing housing rights include various International Labour
Organization conventions and humanitarian law instruments, as well as the Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees.

1

> For example, the right to adequate housing is recognized and implicit in the following international

human rights instruments: article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; article 11 (1) of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; article 5 (e) (iii) of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; article 14 (2) (h) of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; article 27 (3) of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; and article 21 of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

’ See, for example, the work of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing, Mr. Miloon Kothari, at
www.unhchr.ch/housing/.

See General Comment No. 7 of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
on Forced Eviction (E/C.12/1997/4)

° Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/77 of 10 March 1993,

® Human Rights Watch, Croatia, Second Class Citizens: The Serbs of Croatia, New York City: HRW, March
1999.

Readers may also be interested in the activities of the United Nations Transitional Administration for
Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES) in the process of housing and property
restitution. Please see for more details: http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/dpko/co_mission/untaes.htm.

8 Ibid.

® Under the 1995 Law on Temporary Taking Over and Administration of Specified Property, more than
18,500 private residential properties belonging almost exclusively to Croatian Serbs were taken over by the
Government and assigned to Bosnian and domestic Croats, including internally displaced persons and
Bosnian refugees of Croatian ethnicity (settlers).

' Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), OSCE Mission to Croatia, “Return and
Integration: Displaced Populations”, 2003.
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"' The Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina (OHR), “Property Law Implementation

is Just One Element of Annex VII”, press release, 27 February 2003.

2 UNHCR, OHR, OSCE and CRPC, “Statistics - Implementation of the Property Laws in Bosnia and
Herzegovina”, 31 March 2003.

 The Arusha Peace Agreement was signed on 4 August 1993. For a detailed explanation of the efforts the
United Nations to implement the Agreement, see the second progress report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (S/1994/360); see also General Assembly resolution 49/23
(1994) which recognized that the Arusha Peace Agreement provided an appropriate framework for national
reconciliation in Rwanda.

' See UNMIK Regulation No. 1999/23 (1999).

" The Sub-Commission may, for example, take into account the recommendations to Governments on
discrimination and housing proposed by the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing in his report to the

fifty-eighth session of the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/2002/59, para.46).



