
LE'1.'TE'R F1\CN TIIE INTEHNATIONA1 IABOUR OFFICE TO 1.'HE
[lSSISTAI'7l' SlWRETAHY~GE1ilERAL IN CTIARGE OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS CONCE.'RNING

THE Fl;EIJ:l,tINAHY lUi1I?OnT Ol~ Al\TICLE 8 OF TEE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL
COVErTAI~ ON HUMAN BIGHTS

Thank you. for :lOUl" letter of 211- l-fal'ch concerning the Draft
Intornnt:i.ol1Cl Covenant cn Il':mal1 Rights and in particular requesting the
International Labour Office to make available for the Drafting Committee
of the Cummissionon Human Rights and the Third Session of the Commission
a prolimina~y ro~o~t on Article B paragraph 3 (c) in accordance with the
clecision of the EC01'lOrnic and Social Council. I enclose here"lith t"10
copioo of a proliminal~ ~0port on this ~lestion for the use of the
Ccu'.Ininsioll Con Human Rights and its Drafting CQmmit·tee •

The 'text of para(Jl'urh 3 (c) of ArMcle 8 relating to minor corunnmal
services }l3,8 been carefully considered in conjunction with the text on
the same subject contained in the Forced Labour Convention adopted by
the Inte:r.national Labour Conference in 1930. This comparison has
revealed. corta:ln points on which it is f'elt that the text adopted by the
Interna.tional Labour Conference ha.s substantial advantages over the text
pr-oponod by the Ccnuni!:.lsiol'l on :Human Rights and a detailed analysis of the
two texts ,·rh:tch hl;lB led to this conclusion is contained in the attached
l'cport aD rcquoc't,nd by the Council.

It "o.n felt 1 ho",cver, during the anal.:t"si s of paragraph 3 (c) of
Article 8 of the Draft Interns:c ...onal Covenant, that it ,·rus difficult to
considol" the quooticn of minor communal services independ.ently of the
vThole problem of forced labour and a study was accordingly made of the
reat of the to:li.t of Article 8 in rela.tion to the corresponding text in
the a.bove-mentioned Ccnvention. The rermIte of this analysis and the
points on "Thieh it is felt that the 110 tex'b gj.vos greater ~rotection,
:particula.rly in tIle case of convict labour} are also includ.ed in the
atto.checl report for tl1e information of' the Commission.

The representative of tIle IJ.>O at the Drat'ting Committee and at the
Commission v7ill of course be available 'to give any further information
on this question which may be dee1red~
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UNBESTRICTED

(signed) Edward Phelan
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