United Nations Nations Unies
UNRESTRICTED

ECONOMIC CONSEIL E/CIN.b/AC.1/25/
AND ECONOMIQUE 11 by 1048
SOCIAL COUNCIL . ET SOCIAL ORICTIAL: TIGLISH

COMMISEION OW HUMAN RIGHTS
DRATRING COMMITTIUNE
SECOND BEENI0N

LETTIR FRCM THE INTERNATTONAL, IABOUR OFFICE TO THE
AGSIETANT SICRETARY-GINERAL IN CHARGE OF SOCIAL AFFATRS CONCERNING
THE FREISMINARY REFOTT ON ARTICLE 8 OF THE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL
COVENART ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Thank you for jyour letter of 24 March concerning the Draft
Internotional. Covenant on Human Righte end in particular requesting the
International Labour OfTice to make avallable for the Drafting Committee
of the Curmission on Huwasn Rights and the Third Segslon of the Commission
a preliminary report on Article 8 paragraph 3 (c) in accordance with the
docision of the Lconemic and Social Council. I enclose herewith two
copies of o preliminary report on this guestion for the use of the
Comminslon cn Human Rights snd its Drafiting Copmittes.

The text of parvagrorh 3 (¢) of Article 8 velating to minor communal
gervices hae been carefully considered in conjunction with the text on
tho samo subject contained in the Forced Labour Convention adopted by
the Intewnational Lebour Conference in 1930. This comparison has
rovealed certain points on which it is Pelt thet the text adopted by the
Internaticnal Lebour Conference has substantial adventages over the text
propoaod by the Ccrmission on Humen Rights and a detalled enalysis of the
two toxts which has lod to this conclusion ig contained in the attached
report an requested by the Council.

It vao felt, however, during the analyels of parsgraph 3 (c) _of
Article 8 of the Draft Internat.onal Covenant, that it was difficult to
conaider the questicn of minor communal services independently of the
vhole problem of forced labour and a study was accordingly made of the
reat of the text of Article 8 in velation to the corresponding text in
the sbove-menticned Cenventlon. The results of this enalysis and the
points on which it is felt that the ILO text glves greater protection,
particularly in the case of convict labour, are also included in the
atbached report for the informetion of the Commissiocn. '

Tha vepresentative of the ILO at the Drafting Comnittee and at the
Commiazsion will of course be available to give any further information
on this queatlon which may be desired.

(signed) Tdwerd Phelan
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