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! The safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death

penalty are contained in Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/50 of 25 May
1984. Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/64 of 24 May 1989 recommended
steps for their implementation.

> See E/CN.4/2005/94.

% Amnesty International, “ The death penalty worldwide: developments in 2004”
(ACT 50/001/2005), p. 3.

*  Paras. 7 (a-C).

Communication No. 964/2001, Saidova v. Tajikistan and Communication No.
1117/2002, Khomidov v. Tajikistan, Communication No. 912/2000, Deolall v. Guyana,
Communication No. 973/2001, Khalilova v. Tajikistan, Communication No. 907/2000,
Siragev v. Uzbekistan, Communication No. 985/2001, Aliboeva v. Tajikistan.

®  Communication No. 1167/2003, Rayos v. Philippines, Communication No.
1110/2002, Rolando v. Philippines, Communication No. 862/1999, Hussain and Hussain
v. Guyana, Communication No. 913/2000, Chan v. Guyana.

" Thefirst amicus curiae brief, in May 2004, was in the case of Roper v.
Simmons, concerning the application of the death penalty in the United States against
persons who were below 18 years of age at the time of the offence. The second, of
October 2004, was in the case of Jose Medellin and concerns the right of detained
foreign nationals to be informed of the right to consular access (art. 36 of the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations).

8 Commission resolution 2005/59, preamble.

See Commission resolutions 2005/34 (Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions), paragraph 6; and 2005/44 (Rights of the child), paragraph 27 (a).

' CRC/C/15/Add.225.

' CRC/C/CHN/CO/2.

> CRC/C/15/Add.257.

' CRC/C/15/Add.254.

' CRC/C/15/Add.258.

> ACT 50/015/2004.

5

9
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Table 1

List of retentionist countries and areas ®

Afghanistan

Bahamas

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Belarus

Botswana

Burundi

Cameroon

Chad

China

Comoros

Cuba

Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

Democratic Republic of
the Congo

Egypt
Equatorial Guinea

Ethiopia
Guatemala
Guinea
Guyana
India

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
lraq

Japan

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Lebanon

Lesotho

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Malaysia

Mongolia

Nigeria

Oman

Pakistan

Palestine

Philippines

Qatar

Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines

Saudi Arabia

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Somalia

Sudan

Syrian Arab Republic

Taiwan Province of China

Tajikistan

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago

Uganda

United Arab Emirates

United Republic of

Tanzania

United States of America

Uzbekistan

Viet Nam

Y emen

Zambia

Zimbabwe

a

The 65 countries and areas listed retain the death penalty for ordinary crimes.

Most of them are known to have carried out executions during the past 10 years. In
some cases, however, it is difficult to ascertain whether or not executions have in fact

been carried out.
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Table 2
List of countries that are completely abolitionist®
Country or area Date of abolition | Date of abolition Date of |ast
for all crimes for ordinary execution
crimes
Andorra 1990 1943
Angola 1992 .
Armenia 2003 2003 1993
Australia 1985 1984 1967
Austria 1968 1950 1950
Azerbaijan 1998 1993
Belgium 1996 1950
Bhutan 2004 1964
Bolivia 1995/1997° 1974
Bulgaria 1998 1989
Cambodia 1989 .
Canada 1998 1976 1962
Cape Verde 1981 1835
Colombia 1910 1909
Costa Rica 1878 .
Coéted'Ivoire 2000 1960
Croatia 1990 1987
Cyprus 2002
Czech Republic 1990
Denmark 1978 1933 1950
Djibouti 1995 1977°
Dominican Republic 1966 "
Ecuador 1906 .
Estonia 1998 1991
Finland 1972 1949 1944
France 1981 1977
Georgia 1997 1994
Germany 1949¢ e
Greece 2003 1993 1972
Guinea-Bissau 1993 1986
Haiti 1987 1972
Holy See 1969 .
Honduras 1956 1940
Hungary 1990 1988
Iceland 1928 1830
Ireland 1990 1954
Italy 1994 1947 1947
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Table 2 (continued)

Country or area Date of abolition | Date of abolition Date of |ast
for all crimes for ordinary execution
crimes
Kiribati 1979 1979°
Liberia 2005
Liechtenstein 1987 1785
Lithuania 1998 1995
L uxembourg 1979 1949
Malta 2000 1971 1943
Marshall Islands 1986 1986°
Mauritius 1995 1987
Mexico 2005 1930
Micronesia (Federated 1986 1986°
States of)
Monaco 1962 1847
Mozambique 1990 1986
Namibia 1990 1988
Nepal 1997 1990 1979
Netherlands 1982 1870 1952
New Zealand 1989 1961 1957
Nicaragua 1979 1930
Norway 1979 1905 1948
Palau 1994 1994°
Panama o 1903
Paraguay 1992 1928
Poland 1997 1988
Portugal 1976 1867 1849
Republic of Moldova 1995 1989
Romania 1989 1989
Samoa 2004 1962
San Marino 1865 1848 1468
Sao Tome and Principe 1990 1975°
Senegal 2004 1967
Serbia and Montenegro 2002
Seychelles 1993 1976°
Slovakia 1990 .
Slovenia 1989 1957
Solomon Islands 1978 1966 1966'
South Africa 1997 1995 1991
Spain 1995 1978 1975
Sweden 1972 1921 1910
Switzerland 1992 1942 1944
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Table 2 (continued)
Country or area Date of abolition | Date of abolition Date of |ast
for all crimes for ordinary execution
crimes

The former Y ugoslav 1991

Republic of

Macedonia _
Timor-Leste’ 1999" 1999'
Turkey 2004 2002 1984
Turkmenistan 1999 1997
Tuvalu 1976 1976°
Ukraine 1999 1997
United Kingdom of 1998 1965 1964

Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
(Northern Ireland 1998 1973 )
Uruguay 1907 .
Vanuatu 1980 1980/
Venezuela (Bolivarian 1863

Republic of)

& Total: 85.

b The Constitution of Bolivia, amended in 1995, prohibits the imposition of the

death penalty. However, the Penal Code of 1973 provides for capital punishment. To
bring the law in line with the Constitution, the Congress, by law 1768 of 1997, formally
abolished the death penalty for all ordinary offences and crimes against the security of
the State.

¢ Date of independence. No executions have taken place since that time. The
date of the last execution prior to independence is not available.

4 Capital punishment was abolished for all crimesin 1949 in the Federal Republic
of Germany and in 1987 in the former German Democratic Republic.

¢ The date of the last execution in the former German Democratic Republic is not
known.

" Before that year.

9 On 20 May 2002, East Timor became independent and is now known as the
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste.

" Following the popular consultation held on 30 August 1999, in which East
Timor voted for independence from Indonesia, the United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor decided to abolish the death penalty.

' No executions have taken place since the popular consultation. The date of the
last execution prior to the popular consultation is not available.

I Date of independence.
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Table 3

List of countries that are abolitionist for ordinary crimes only®

Country Date of abolition for Date of last execution
ordinary crimes
Albania 2000 1995
Argentina 1984 1916
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1997 .
Brazil 1979 (1882)° 1855
Chile 2001 1985
Cook Islands
Cyprus 1983 1962
El Salvador 1983 1973
Fiji 1999 1964
| srael 1954 1962
Latvia 1999 1996
Peru 1979 1979

& Total: 12 countries.

®  The death penalty was abolished in Brazil in 1882, but reintroduced in 1969 for
political crimes only until 1979, when the death penalty was again abolished.

Table 4

List of countries or territories that can be considered de facto abolitionist?

Country or territory Date of last execution
Algeria 1993
Antigua and Barbuda 1989
Barbados 1984
Belize 1986
Benin 1989
Brunei Darussalam 1957
Burkina Faso 1989
Central African Republic .
Congo 1982
Dominica 1986
Eritrea® 1989
Gabon 1989
Gambia 1981
Ghana 1993
Grenada 1978
Jamaica 1988
Kenya 1987
Lao People’ s Democratic Republic 1989
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Table 4 (continued)
Country or territory Date of last execution
Madagascar 1958
Malawi 1992
Maldives 1952
Mali 1980
Mauritania 1989
Morocco 1993
Myanmar 1989
Nauru 1968°
Niger 1976
Papua New Guinea 1950
Sri Lanka 1976
Suriname 1982
Swaziland 1989
Togo 1979
Tonga 1982
Tunisia 1991

a

not executed anyone during the past 10 years or more.

of regularly commuting death sentences.

b

C

Eritrea became independent in 1993.
Date of independence. No executions have taken place since that time.

Total: 34. Countries that retain the death penalty for ordinary crimes but have
In some of these countries
death sentences continue to be imposed, and not all of the countries listed have a policy

date of the last execution prior to independence is not available.
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