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Reply of the Government of Colombia to the report of the High Commissioner  
on the human rights situation in Colombia 

 I have the honour to transmit herewith the response of the Government of Colombia* to 
the document entitled “Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on 
the human rights situation in Colombia” (E/CN.4/2005/10).  The Government’s response, which 
has already been officially submitted in Bogotá, is available both in the original Spanish version 
and in an unofficial English translation. 

In this respect, we would like to ask, in keeping with our emphatic request in previous 
years, that when the “Reply of the Government of Colombia” is included among the documents 
being considered by the Commission on Human Rights, it should be identified not as a “Note by 
the Government of Colombia” but with a title that does justice to its content and substance.  We 
would venture to suggest that the title might be “Reply of the Government of Colombia to the 
report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the human rights 
situation in Colombia”.  We believe that this title will duly acknowledge the efforts made by the 
State and Government of Colombia in drafting the reply that we are submitting, which addresses 
the comments included in your report. 

Finally, we would like to ask that the reply of the Government of Colombia be posted on 
the web site of the Office of the High Commissioner in the shortest possible time.  To that end 
we are forwarding the document by electronic mail and also submitting it on a CD-ROM to 
facilitate the publishing process. 

 (Signed):   Clemencia FORERO UCROS 
      Ambassador 
                  Permanent Representative 

                                                 
*  Reproduced in the annex as received, in the languages of submission only. 
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Annex 

DM.  14802/05 

BOGOTÁ, 18 MARCH 2005 

Excellency, 

The Government of Colombia has had an opportunity to study the report you will be submitting 
to the Commission on Human Rights at its sixty-first session concerning the Office’s work in 
Colombia in the framework of the agreement between the Government of Colombia and 
yourself. 

The Government of Colombia notes with satisfaction and appreciation the fact that you 
acknowledge in your report the progress made in guaranteeing the exercise of human rights by 
Colombians.  The importance the Government attaches to human rights in Colombia is reflected 
in the inclusion of the topic in the national development plan, “Towards a community-based 
State”, adopted by the Congress in the form of Act No. 812 of 2003, which lays down targets for 
the four-year period 2002-2006, and in the adoption of a specific government policy containing 
nine guiding principles, implementation of which is being coordinated by the office of the 
Vice-President at the express request of the President. 

You consider that the implementation of the recommendations, together with the achievement of 
the objectives set out in the development plan and the application of government policy in this 
field, will help to ameliorate the human rights situation in Colombia, on the understanding that 
the implementation of the recommendations is “a process that will take time” and one which 
calls for precise follow-up and continuous support, as you state in your report. 

The Government of Colombia considers that the submission of this report offers Colombia an 
opportunity to express its views and share its achievements with the international community in 
a spirit of respect and sincerity.  It particularly appreciates any efforts which may be made jointly 
to promote the realization of human rights in our country. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Government of Colombia has set out in the attached document, 
in a cordial but emphatic manner, a number of observations concerning the content of the report, 
which it does not accept as presented.  The Government of Colombia would be grateful if this 
document could be distributed within the Commission on Human Rights together with your 
report. 

Ms. Louise Arbour 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Geneva 
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The Government of Colombia hopes that the constructive spirit underlying both the report and 
the Government’s reply will be reflected in positive developments in the country’s situation in 
the near future, and will strengthen the cooperative links between the Colombian authorities and  
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, as represented by 
yourself, through the office in Colombia. 

I take this opportunity to convey to Your Excellency the renewed assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

    (Original signed) 

CAROLINA BARCO 
     Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Attachment:  as indicated. 














































































