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! The mandate was established by Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/35.

2 Seenote 4 below.

® In order to comply with strict reporting deadlines, and to give Governments a

minimum of two months to reply, the present report reflects communications sent between 1
December 2003 and 30 September 2004, and responses received from Governments between 1
December 2003 and 1 December 2004. A comprehensive account of communications sent to
Governments up to 1 December 2004, along with replies received up to the end of January 2005,
and the relevant observations of the Special Rapporteur, are reflected in addendum 1 to this
report.

*  The focus on communications based exclusively on allegations and reports brought to

the Special Rapporteur’s attention means that there is very little, and sometimes no, information
from countries where civil society is unable to function effectively. Asaresult thisreport is far
from being comprehensive in terms of the occurrence of violations of the right to life worldwide.

> Thisfigure also includes government replies received in 2004 to some communications

sent in 2003, which actually represent 14 per cent of all the responses received in 2004.

® In this respect it is relevant to recall the situation of Rwanda in 1994 when United

Nations officials did not use the term until one month after massive killings had begun and some
Security Council members continued to resist use of the term for a considerable time thereafter.

" A More Secure World: Our Shared Responsibility, report of the Secretary-General’s
High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change (United Nations, 2004), para. 42.

8 Ibid., para 203.

°  lbid., para 256.

10 A variant of this argument is that the United Nations itself should approve targeted

killingsof “dangerousdictators”. Anne-Marie Slaughter, “Mercy killings. why the United
Nations should issue death warrants against dangerous dictators” , Foreign Policy, 1 May 2003.

1 A More Secure World, op. cit., para. 160.
12| etter from the Special Rapporteur of 12 May 2003.
13 Letter of 8 April 2004,

14 Seer  E/CN.4/1993/46, paras. 60-61; E/CN.4/1994/7, paras. 10 (1)-(m) and 11 (d);
E/CN.4/1995/61, paras. 7 (d) and 8; E/CN.4/1996/4, para. 10 (f); E/CN.4/1997/60, paras. 9 (f)
and 38-41; E/CN.4/1998/68, paras. 8 (f) and 42-43; E/CN.4/1999/39, paras. 6 (f) and 27,
E/CN.4/2000/3, paras. 6 (f) and 30; E/CN.4/2002/74, paras. 8 (b) and 66-71; E/CN.4/2003/3,
paras. 8 (b) and 35-44; E/CN.4/2004/7, paras. 9 (c) and 26-29.

> | opez v. Uruguay, communication No. 52/1979, CCPR/C/OP/1 at 88 (1984), paras.
12.1-12.3.

6 Advisory Opinion on Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the
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