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' "Factional commanders" refers to individuals who retain command and control over irregular

forces that vary in size, strength and relation to ethnic and/or tribal systems, and continue to engage
.in violent activities that threaten or challenge the legal rule of the State

2 While the Coalition forces include troops from a number of States, this report addresses concerns
relating to the activities of United States forces.

* See“Enduring Freedom” : Abuses by US Forces in Afghanistan, Human Rights Watch, March 2004; “An
Open Letter to US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld” by Human Rights Watch, 13 December 2004; “US
Investigates 8 Afghan Prison Deaths”, released by the Associated Press on 13 December 2004.

* Accounts in the press and by victims corroborate the common use of excessive force by United States
forces at different locations, suggesting that techniques used in Afghanistan are related to general
patterns of abuse developed for the “war on terrorism”, used in Irag and Guantdnamo Bay and linked to
the abuse scandal at the Abu Ghraib prison. Available United States Government reports have
confirmed serious violations, most recently in the report by Vice Admiral Albert Church I11.



