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Notes
' An act to repeal the act of 1997 creating the Liberian Commission on Human Rights and to create the
Independent National Commission on Human Rights of Liberia

* A few days after his appointment, Mr. Doe died in a hospital in the United States due to natural causes.

> This involves the administering of a liquid substance made from a local tree (jlu) to anyone accused of

witchcraft or any other evil. Survival means innocence and death guilt. It could also be done through using a
red-hot machete to slice the body of an accused. If the skin is cut then the person is pronounced guilty. The
person who officiates in this exercise, which in the past involved a government official, would slice on his skin
first to demonstrate the efficacy of the practice. This practice is common in Grand Gedeh County.

* “At FOCUS Workshop: Gedeh Chief Wants Sassy-wood Enforced” The Analyst (24 May 2004), p. 8.
> Indicative planning figures for UNMIL was 38,000 combatants in the whole country.

® This document was prepared by the interim secretariat, which is made up of UNMIL, UNDP, World Bank,
UNICEF, UNHCR, OCHA, USAID and World Vision.

" During a meeting of the Joint Monitoring Committee (body tasked with monitoring the implementation of the
CPA) on 19 May, a senior UNMIL official commented on the inappropriateness of demobilizing women (wives of
combatants). Some UNMIL staff involved in DDRR publicly stated that they could only disarm combatants, and
peacekeepers in Tubmanburg insisted that women could not disarm without handing over weapons. The head of
DDRR at UNMIL agreed that women could disarm without arms but could not state so publicly. This accords
with the definition of women combatants contained in Annex E of the DDRR Framework Strategy as referring to
“all categories of women, who voluntarily or were abducted for the purposes of participation in the conflict or
may have been used to provide a variety of services to the forces either as cooks, camp followers, wives and
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forced spouses during the conflict”. The Joint Operational Planissued by the DSRSG indicated that women and
children could be demobilized without having a weapon.

This happened in D1 (disarmament) sites and child protection agencies are trying to redress this through
additional checks in the D2 (demobilization) camps.

? Such tests are foreseen in the DDRR Programme Strategy and |mplementation Framework.

1% Some children in the ICC Gbarnga took ill from sleeping on the cold floor. There have also been complaints
about boredom and insensitive comments by child protection workers, who referred to the children as rebels.

' Policy on this subject reportedly changed from no payment to children, to a payment equal to that of adults

(US$ 150 as a first instalment and US$ 150 after three months).

"2 The concerned group of combatants referred for treatment had been tested for HIV anonymously. Out of seven
persons, five tested positive. They were not informed of this. As a result, the UNMIL Battalion hospital
reportedly was reluctant to operate and referred the patients to the JFK hospital in Monrovia.

" See Joint Operational Plan p. 11, “Management of the overall program is the responsibility of the JIU

reporting through the Policy and Program Advisor to the DSRSG on implementation process as well as policy
issues on the DDRR”.

' LURD, Government of Liberia (GOL) and Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL).

"> In his third progress report (S/2004/430), the Secretary-General indicates that a representative of the human
rights component is in this Committee (para. 25), but in an interview on 12 June the Acting Chief of the
component indicated he was still making efforts to be allowed to participate in the meetings of the Committee.

' Ireland Hospital (operated by the Swiss MSF), Redemption Hospital (operated MSF Belgium) and John F.
Kennedy Hospital (operated by ICRC).

"7 Operated by MERLIN.
'8 Operated by the German Medical Team.
' Liberia: Health Situation Analysis, Final Report 31 July 2002.

?» Under President Taylor, legislation was passed granting the President sole authority to appoint members of
statutory bodies and to approve concession agreements and contracts without legislative approval. These acts
were subsequently repealed by President Blah.



