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CALL BY PETER SCHIEDER FOR STRONG SUPPORT ON
UN RESOLUTION ON “SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS”

Strasbourg, 12 March 2004: Since 1981 the Pariiamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has been
committed to the fight against discrimination because of sexual orientation and gender identity. At a Hme
when many European countries still had, within their legal systems, penal provisions criminalising

homosexuality, the Assembly was the first international institutional body to strongly support the raspect of
fundamental rights of homosexuals.

Recommendation 924 (1981) called on the member States to stop any form of discrimination based
on sexual orientation. That was the first of a series of interventions, iike the recent Assembly
Recommendations 1470 and 1474 adopted in 2000 respectively calling upon member States to end any form
of discrimination against homosexuals and ta recognige their rights in the fields of asylum and iminigration
faw. Furthermore, in 1989, by means of Recommendation 1117, the Assembly called upon the member

States of the Council of Europe to recognise the legal status of transsexuals and to end any form of
discrimination against them.

Since the fandmark case in Dudgeon v. United Kingdom, the European Court of Human Rights has
on many occasions recognised the fundamental rights of homosexuals and transsexuals as part of the range
of rights proclaimed by the European Convention of Human Rights. The respect of human rights of gays,
lesbians and transgenders is a requirement for States to be members of the Coundil of Europe, and a
heritage shared by the whole of Europe.

I personally made the fight against discrimination based on sexual orlentation and gender identity a
priority of mine from the very first moment as President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe. I therefore strongly support the resolution “Bexual Orlentation and Human Rights” which will be
discussed and voted during the 60™ session of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, according to

which human rights cannot be ignored, denjed, or violated because of a person’s sexual orientation or
gender identity.

Discrimination, violence and torture against any human being can never be justified: this is a value
shared by the international community and an inviclable principle of international human rights law. Gays,

lesbians and transgenders are not an exception. Any cbntrary practice or legal provision is incompatible with
the existing human rights instrument, ‘

As also reported by the major international hliman rights organisations, the human rights of gays,
lesbians and transgenders are often violated, ignored or denied, sometimes on the basis of discriminatory
laws or by unlawful actions of biased public authorities; too often states omit to protect gays, lesbians and
transgenders from homophobic hatred in the communities where they live, It is therefore necessary that the

international community raises awareness of this situation and openly and strongly proclaims e human
rights of sexual minorities,

For the reasons mentioned above, I call upon the member States of the Council of Europe who will
be members of the Commission to vote in favour of the resolution. I also invite all the governments of the
member States of the Council of Europe to suppart the resolution without reservation at any stage of the
discussion, since it is the only way to hanour the commitment that derives from being part of the Council of
Europe itself and to respect our shared fundamenta! principles.

More generally, 1 cail upon the UN Commission of Human Rights to support the resolution “Sexual
Orientation and Human Rights”. There can be no justice, freedom or democracy if the internationai
community is not able to defend and respect the human dignity of every individual, without differences on
the grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity.




