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1  Recent relevant resolutions include 2000/13, 2001/34 and 2002/49 of the Commission on 
Human Rights; 1997/19, 1998/15 and 1999/15 of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights; and 42/1 of the Commission on the Status of Women. 
 
2  The report of the consultation will be issued by UN-Habitat in 2003 on its web site 
http://www.unhabitat.org/programmes/genderpolicy.   
 
3  See E/CN.4/2003/5, sect. III.C, for a discussion on MDGs and on developing rights-based 
indicators. 
 
4  See UN-Habitat/OHCHR, Housing Rights Legislation:  Review of International and National 
Legal Instruments, Nairobi, 2002. 
 
5  In Zimbabwe, to qualify for the resettlement programme a master farmer certificate and a 
secondary education are required.  But in practice the selection criteria focus on household heads 
and thus excluded women who were not considered heads of household.  In Tajikistan, control of 
financial and physical capital, typically held by men, limits the full participation of women in 
legal co-ownership arrangements.   
 
6  In South Africa, many women who are beneficiaries of the government subsidy do not acquire 
title for houses and are left destitute when their husbands or partners, who have acquired sole 
title, sell the properties, often without their knowledge or consent. 
 
7  For example, Australia’s Racial Discrimination Act and the Sex Discrimination Act are 
distinctly separate legislative instruments and do not adequately address discrimination that has 
its basis in both gender and race. 
 
8  Most of the land in Uganda (70 per cent) is owned and governed by customary law which is 
not codified.  Since the majority of Ugandan women live in rural areas, women’s access to and 
control of the matrimonial home is undoubtedly lacking.  In many rural areas in Uganda the 
women live at the mercy of their husbands, fathers, brothers and other male relatives.  They can 
be removed from the land any time, even if they have nowhere to go. 
 
9  For example, the Law of Marriage Act 1971 of Tanzania. 
 



E/CN.4/2003/55 
Page 24 

 

10  According to information submitted by UNIFEM, in Tajikistan, very few individual dekhan 
(small private sector) farms are registered in women’s names.  Similarly, only 4 to 7 per cent of 
these enterprises are headed by women.  When women do obtain dekhan farms, it is usually 
because they have some official connections.  Women’s land claims are often rejected on 
insufficient grounds and lower quality and poorer land is given to women rather than to men.  
 
11  Communication from Human Rights Watch to the Special Rapporteur containing the 
preliminary conclusion of an HRW mission on women and property rights in Kenya in 
October 2002. 
 
12  See the article by the Special Rapporteur, “Privatizing human rights:  the impact of 
globalization on adequate housing, water and sanitation”, in Social Watch Report 2003:  The 
Citizens’ Report on the Quality of Life in the World, available at http://www.socialwatch.org.  
 
13  See E/CN.4/2002/53, sect. V.  For a further review of concluding observations and the 
recognition of women’s right to housing therein, see http://www.unhchr.ch/housing.  
 
14  Some of their activities have been listed in E/CN.4/2002/53, sects.  II-IV. 
 
15  See http://www.unhabitat.org.   
 
16  See http://www.unicef.org/programme/wes/weshm.htm.   
 
17  Available at http://www.unicef-icdc.org/publications. 
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