UNITED
NATIONS E

SO . .
2 Y, Economic and Social Distr.
%  Council GENERAL

E/CN.4/2002/124
27 November 2001

Original: ENGLISH

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
Fifty-eighth session
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QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTSAND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMSIN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, INCLUDING: QUESTION OF
HUMAN RIGHTSIN CYPRUS

CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE QUESTION
OF: RELIGIOUSINTOLERANCE

L etter dated 16 October 2001 from the Per manent Representative of Cyprus
to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights

Upon instructions from my Government, | have the honour to transmit to Y our
Excellency three letters from the Most Reverent Metropolitan Pavlos of Kyrenia concerning the
destruction and desecration of churches in Turkish occupied villagesin the district of Kyrenia
Two of the letters, dated 18 June and 4 July 2001, are addressed to the Acting Special
Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations in Cyprus, and the third one,
dated 23 July 2001, is addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

| should be grateful if the present letter along with the texts of the three letters® from the
Most Reverent Metropolitan Pavlos of Kyrenia could be circulated as a document of the
fifty-eighth session of the Commission on Human Rights under agendaitem 9 (a) “ Question of
human rightsin Cyprus’, and item 11 (e) “Religious Intolerance”.

(Sgned): Alexandros VIKIS
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

* Reproduced as received, in the language of submission only
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Annex
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His Exccllency
Mr. Zbigniew WLOSOWICZ.

Acting Sagccial Representative of the Sceretary -Generul of the UN  in Cyprus,
Nicosia.

Yo Exceliency,

We, the Metropolitan of the ozeupicd Holy Diocese of Kyrenia, expross vur
grave concern and strong protest o your Exeelfency for the outrageous news learncd
from the Turkish Cypriot rewspaper, AVRUPA on Friday 16. 6. 01, that the interior
of the church of Panaghia of Thermita in the illegally oceupied village of Thernmia at
Kyrenia District has been destroyed, and that on the interior walls ol the church was
written willi grafTiti «You, soldicr that you enter here. dn nat leave without going o
stouf». The newspaper also published  that the illegally cxcavated Greck Orthodox
nearby cemelery will be wuned into a restaurant and o night clpb.

We draw your aulention to the fact that the systematic plundering of our
religious and cultural heritage and the destruction and shatiering of every Christian
symbol in our holy islund began as soon as Cyprus was oceupicd by the Turkish
troops in 1974. Since then, historical religious places have been continuously loofed
without any barricr.

" This is outrageous, espevially when one considers that the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus is keeping and maintining  cvery mosque and shrinc of the
Muslim faith cven in (he most remote village ol the free part of the island. The same
could be said for the Greek Orthodox population who respect not only the Muslim but
cvery shrinc of whatever denomination, which cxists in the island, The mosqgucs in the
non occupicd arcas arc having services [requeally which are attended by Muslin
diplomals, visitors and tourisLs.

Turkey still oceupying 2y foree part of our island, bas not only stripped our
churches fram their icons, frescocs and sacred vessels but cven changed many of them
into Muslim mos¢jucs, store-rooms and latrines.

We ask you to join us in our cfforts o gel everything we rightly own back by
raising a vaice ol protest against the continuous violation of human rights in Cyprus
by Turkey and taking whatcver measures you might consider appropriate to safcguard
our human rights including our religious and cultural heritage.

Yours simc;-"f o W @Q @/W@”)’

The Most Revd. Metropolitan Pavlos of Kyrenia

The Hoty Diocese of Kyrenia
Nicosia, 18 Junc 2001.
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His Excellency
Mr. KofTi Anan,

The Sceretary-General of Lhu United Nations,

New York, U.S.A.

Your Exccllency,

We. the Metropolitan of the oceupied Greek Orthodox MHoly Diocese of
Kyrenaia, express our deep concern and strongest protest lo your Excellency for the
outragcous ncws learned from the Greek Cypriot newspaper, «POLITIS» today, that
the Church of the Virgin Mary, on the outskirts of Trimithi village in the Kyrenia
Diocese has been changed to a college of A,

According ta the publicition, te itlegal Brilish cstate Agency fen Smith which
specinlizes in selling the stolen proaerty ol the Greek Cypriot refugees announces that
the Church has been «renovireds cnd that the management of the cstablishment was
undertaken by a «British College of Arm which will sct up on the premises of the
Churzh the aLevantine Callege of drts,

The Denktash illegal regime, which stripped our churches of holy relics and
valuable icons, is casting aside this staall token ol humanity- not in the shadows of =
thicl, but advertised in the bright light of a defiant criminal, daring to challenge his
actions.

I remind you ol a similar protest | made on 13 May 1996 about an
advertiscmant  of  the British/ Turkish Cypriot cstale Agency Keskin & Smith,
published in the Cyprier Toduy tewspaper on 11 May 1996, rclating o thesJeaveholds
of the same church,

These acts constitute u blatant violation of hwman rights. We hold you
responsible for not taking any action lo implement and restore international law to the
whole island of Cyprus. | call on your Organization to ofler sunctuary and protcction
1o our churches in the vceupicd area of Cyprus just as the Government of the Republic
of Cyprus has preserved and protected every mosque, shrine and cemetery in the free
arcas of the island.

Y ourx sincercly,

70 frt T

“The Most Revd. Metrepolitun Pavios of Kyrenia (D. Phil. Oxon )

The Kweenia Holy Diocese
Nicosia, 4 July, 2001.
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His Excellency
Mr. Koffi Anan,

The Secretary- Genceral of The United Nations,
New York.

Your Exccllency,

We, the Mctropolitan of the occupicd Holy Diocese of Kyrenia,
express our sacred cxasperation, and strong protes: to your Excellency for
the news leamed teday from the Turkish Cyprict newspaper «4 VRUP A
Monday 23.7.01. that the Greek Orthodox cemetery situated nearby the
church of Panaghia of Thermia in the illegally occupicd village of
Thermia at Kyrenia District is il.cgally excavated by the pseudo regime of
Denktash for the purpose of converting it into an cntertainment night
club. This act constitutes an outragecus violation of our human rights in
Cyprus by Turkey. ‘

I remind you of a similar protcst | made on 18 June 2001 about he
destruction of the intcrior of the same church and the systematic
plundering of our religious and cultural heritage by the Turkish troops.

We hold your Organizatian rcsponsible for not taking any acton to
implement justicc and restore intcrnational law throughout Cyprus by.
forcing Turkey to comply with intemmational law.

Yours sincerely,

/‘ﬂW@/’éf

The Mast Revd. Metropolitan Pavios of Kyrenia D. Phil. {(Oxon.)

The Holy Diocese of Kyrenia,
Nicosia, 23 July, 2001.



