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PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966, adopted
and opened for signature, ratification or accession the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were opened for signature at New York
on 19 December 1966.  In accordance with their respective provisions,1 the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entered into force on 3 January 1976, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered into force on 23 March 1976 and the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, having received
the required number of ratifications or accessions, entered into force simultaneously with that
Covenant on 23 March 1976.

3. The General Assembly, in its resolution 44/128 of 15 December 1989, adopted and
opened for signature, ratification and accession the Second Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and called
upon all Governments in a position to do so to consider signing and ratifying or acceding to the
Second Optional Protocol.
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4. The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
entered into force on 11 July 1991, three months after the date of deposit with the
Secretary-General of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.2

5. In its resolution 2000/67 of 26 April 2000, the Commission on Human Rights, inter alia,
appealed strongly to all States that had not yet become parties to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights to do so, as well as to accede to the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and to make the declaration provided for in its article 41; invited the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to intensify systematic efforts to
encourage States to become parties to the Covenants and, through the programme of advisory
services in the field of human rights, to assist such States at their request in ratifying them or
acceding to them; encouraged States parties to consider limiting the extent of any reservations
they lodge to the International Covenants on Human Rights, to formulate such reservations as
precisely and narrowly as possible and to ensure that no reservation was incompatible with the
object and purpose of the relevant treaty or otherwise contrary to international law.  The
Commission also stressed the importance of avoiding the erosion of human rights by derogation
and underlined the necessity for strict observance by States parties of the agreed conditions and
procedures for derogation under article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the need for States parties to provide the fullest possible information during states of
emergency, so that the justification for the appropriateness of measures taken in those
circumstances could be assessed.  The Commission further urged States parties to fulfil in good
time their reporting obligations under the International Covenants on Human Rights and in their
reports to make use of gender-disaggregated data; it also urged them to take duly into account, in
implementing the provisions of the Covenants, the observations made at the conclusion of the
consideration of their reports by the Human Rights Committee and by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  The Commission requested the Secretary-General to
ensure that the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights effectively assisted the
Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the
implementation of their respective mandates, including by the provision of adequate Secretariat
staff resources.  It further requested the Secretary-General to submit to it at its fifty-seventh
session a report on the status of the International Covenants and the Optional Protocols to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.3

6. As at 15 November 2000, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 143 States; the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights by 148 States; the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights by 97 States; and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights by 44 States.

7. Upon ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights or
subsequently 47 States made the declaration provided for in article 41 of the Covenant,
recognizing the competence of the Human Rights Committee established under article 28 of the
Covenant to receive and consider communications to the effect that a State party claims that
another State party is not fulfilling its obligations under the Covenant.  The provisions of
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article 41 entered into force on 28 March 1979 in accordance with paragraph 2 of that article.
No inter-State communication under article 41 of the Covenant had been filed as of the date of
the present report.

8. Under the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
individuals who claim that any of their rights enumerated in the Covenant have been violated and
who have exhausted all available domestic remedies may submit a written communication to the
Committee for consideration.  As of the date of the present report, the Committee had registered
over 950 communications and adopted final decisions on the merits (“Views” under
article 5, paragraph 4, of the Optional Protocol) with respect to 354 of them.

9. Since the previous report to the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/2000/89) the
Human Rights Committee has adopted a general comment on equality of men and women
(article 3 of the Covenant).  At present the Human Rights Committee is considering a draft
general comment on derogations and states of emergency (art. 4).  The Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, at its twenty-second session (25 April-12 May 2000) adopted
General Comment No. 14 on the right to the highest attainable standard of health
(E/C.12/2000/4).

10. The lists of the States parties to the Covenants and the Optional Protocols, the dates of
their ratifications, accessions or successions, as well as the dates of entry into force of those
instruments for each State appear in annexes I and II to the present document.

Notes

1  Article 27 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, article 49 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 9 of the Optional Protocol.

2  In accordance with Article 8 of the Second Optional Protocol.

3  For the text of reservations, declarations, notifications and objections relating to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights see document
E/C.12/1993/3/Rev.4 of 5 August 1999; relating to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Optional Protocols thereto, consult the Web site of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (www.unhchr.ch).



E/CN.4/2001/87
page 4

Annex I

STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT
ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS AS

AT 15 NOVEMBER 2000 (143)

State party Date of receipt of Date of entry
the instrument of into force
ratification or
accessiona

or successionb

Afghanistan 24 January 1983a 24 April 1983
Albania   4 October 1991a   4 January 1992
Algeria 12 September 1989 12 December 1989
Angola 10 January 1992a 10 April 1992
Argentina   8 August 1986   8 November 1986

Armenia 13 September 1993 13 December 1993
Australia 10 December 1975 10 March 1976
Austria 10 September 1978 10 December 1978
Azerbaijan 13 August 1992a 13 November 1992
Bangladesh   5 October 1998a   5 January 1999

Barbados   5 January 1973a   3 January 1976
Belarus 12 November 1973   3 January 1976
Belgium 21 April 1983 21 July 1983
Benin 12 March 1992a 12 June 1992
Bolivia 12 August 1982a 12 November 1982

Bosnia and Herzegovina   1 September 1993b   6 March 1992
Brazil 24 January 1992a 24 April 1992
Bulgaria 21 September 1970   3 January 1976
Burkina Faso   4 January 1999a   4 April 1999
Burundi   9 May 1990a   9 August 1990

Cambodia 26 May 1992a 26 August 1992
Cameroon 27 June 1984a 27 September 1984
Canada 19 May 1976a 19 August 1976
Cape Verde   6 August 1993a   6 November 1993
Central African Republic   8 May 1981a   8 August 1981

Chad   9 June 1995a   9 September 1995
Chile 10 February 1972   3 January 1976
Colombia 29 October 1969   3 January 1976
Congo   5 October 1983a   5 January 1984
Costa Rica 29 November 1968   3 January 1976
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State party Date of receipt of Date of entry
the instrument of into force
ratification or
accessiona

or successionb

Côte d’Ivoire 26 March 1992a 26 June 1992
Croatia   8 October 1991b   8 October 1991
Cyprus   2 April 1969   3 January 1976
Czech Republic 22 February 1993b   1 January 1993
Democratic People’s
    Republic of Korea 14 September 1981a 14 December 1981

Democratic Republic of
    the Congo   1 November 1996a   1 February 1997
Denmark   6 January 1972   3 January 1976
Dominica 17 June 1993a 17 September 1993
Dominican Republic   4 January 1978a   4 April 1978
Ecuador   6 March 1969   3 January 1976

Egypt 14 January 1982 14 April 1982
El Salvador 30 November 1979 29 February 1980
Equatorial Guinea 25 September 1987a 25 December 1987
Eritrea 20 January 1999 20 April 1999
Estonia 21 October 1991a 21 January 1992

Ethiopia 11 June 1993a 11 September 1993
Finland 19 August 1975   3 January 1976
France   4 November 1980a   4 February 1981
Gabon 21 January 1983a 21 April 1983
Gambia 29 December 1978a 29 March 1979

Georgia   3 May 1994a   3 August 1994
Germany 17 December 1973   3 January 1976
Ghana   7 September 2000   7 December 2000
Greece 16 May 1985a 16 August 1985
Grenada   6 September 1991a   6 December 1991

Guatemala 19 May 1988a 19 August 1988
Guinea 24 January 1978 24 April 1978
Guinea-Bissau   2 July 1992a   2 October 1992
Guyana 15 February 1977 15 May 1977
Honduras 17 February 1981a 17 May 1981



E/CN.4/2001/87
page 6

State party Date of receipt of Date of entry
the instrument of into force
ratification or
accessiona

or successionb

Hungary 17 January 1974   3 January 1976
Iceland 22 August 1979 22 November 1979
India 10 April 1979a 10 July 1979
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 24 June 1975   3 January 1976
Iraq 25 January 1971   3 January 1976

Ireland   8 December 1989   8 March 1990
Israel   3 October 1991   3 January 1992
Italy 15 September 1978 15 December 1978
Jamaica   3 October 1975   3 January 1976
Japan 21 June 1979 21 September 1979

Jordan 28 May 1975   3 January 1976
Kenya   1 May 1972a   3 January 1976
Kuwait 21 May 1996a 21 August 1996
Kyrgyzstan   7 October 1994   7 January 1995
Latvia 14 April 1992a 14 July 1992

Lebanon   3 November 1972a   3 January 1976
Lesotho   9 September 1992a   9 December 1992
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 15 May 1970a   3 January 1976
Liechtenstein 10 December 1998a 10 March 1999
Lithuania 20 November 1991a 20 February 1992

Luxembourg 18 August 1983 18 November 1983
Madagascar 22 September 1971a   3 January 1976
Malawi 22 December 1993a 22 March 1994
Mali 16 July 1974a   3 January 1976
Malta 13 September 1990 13 December 1990

Mauritius 12 December 1973a   3 January 1976
Mexico 23 March 1981a 23 June 1981
Monaco 28 August 1997 28 November 1997
Mongolia 18 November 1974   3 January 1976
Morocco   3 May 1979   3 August 1979

Namibia 22 December 1993a 22 March 1994
Nepal 14 May 1991a 14 August 1991
Netherlands 11 December 1978 11 March 1979
New Zealand 28 December 1978 28 March 1979
Nicaragua 12 March 1980a 12 June 1980
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State party Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or
accessiona

or successionb

Date of entry
into force

Niger   7 March 1986a   7 June 1986
Nigeria 29 July 1993a 29 October 1993
Norway 13 September 1972   3 January 1976
Panama   8 March 1977   8 June 1977
Paraguay 10 June 1992a 10 September 1992

Peru 28 April 1978 28 July 1978
Philippines   7 June 1974   3 January 1976
Poland 18 March 1977 18 June 1977
Portugal 31 July 1978 31 October 1978
Republic of Korea 10 April 1990a 10 July 1990

Republic of Moldova 26 January 1993a 26 April 1993
Romania   9 December 1974   3 January 1976
Russian Federation 16 October 1973   3 January 1976
Rwanda 16 April 1975a   3 January 1976
Saint Vincent and
    the Grenadines   9 November 1981a   9 February 1982

San Marino 18 October 1985a 18 January 1986
Senegal 13 February 1978 13 May 1978
Seychelles   5 May 1992a   5 August 1992
Sierra Leone 23 August 1996a 23 November 1996
Slovakia 28 May 1993b   1 January 1993

Slovenia   6 July 1992a   6 July 1992
Solomon Islands 17 March 1982b 17 March 1982
Somalia 24 January 1990a 24 April 1990
Spain 27 April 1977 27 July 1977
Sri Lanka 11 June 1980a 11 September 1980

Sudan 18 March 1986a 18 June 1986
Suriname 28 December 1976a 28 March 1977
Sweden   6 December 1971   3 January 1976
Switzerland 18 June 1992a 18 September 1992
Syrian Arab Republic 21 April 1969a   3 January 1976
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State party Date of receipt of
the instrument of
ratification or
accessiona

or successionb

Date of entry
into force

Tajikistan   4 January 1999a   4 April 1999
Thailand   5 September 1999   5 December 1999
The former Yugoslav
    Republic of Macedonia 18 January 1994b 17 September 1991
Togo 24 May 1984a 24 August 1984
Trinidad and Tobago   8 December 1978a   8 March 1979

Tunisia 18 March 1969   3 January 1976
Turkmenistan   1 May 1997a   1 August 1997
Uganda 21 January 1987a 21 April 1987
Ukraine 12 November 1973   3 January 1976
United Kingdom
    of Great Britain and
    Northern Ireland 20 May 1976 20 August 1976

United Republic of Tanzania 11 June 1976a 11 September 1976
Uruguay   1 April 1970  3 January 1976
Uzbekistan 28 September 1995 28 December 1995
Venezuela 10 May 1978 10 August 1978
Viet Nam 24 September 1982a 24 December 1982

Yemen   9 February 1987a   9 May 1987
Yugoslavia   2 June 1971   3 January 1976
Zambia 10 April 1984a 10 July 1984
Zimbabwe 13 May 1991a 13 August 1991

In addition to the States parties listed above, the Covenant continues to apply in
Hong Kong, Special Administrative Region, People’s Republic of China.
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Annex II

STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
POLITICAL RIGHTS AND TO THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOLS AND STATES 
WHICH HAVE MADE THE DECLARATION UNDER ARTICLE 41 OF THE

COVENANT AS AT 15 NOVEMBER 2000

A.   States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (148)

State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification or
accession or succession

into force

Afghanistan 24 January 1983a 24 April 1983
Albania   4 October 1991a   4 January 1992
Algeria 12 September 1989 12 December 1989
Angola 10 January 1992a 10 April 1992
Argentina   8 August 1986   8 November 1986

Armenia 23 June 1993a

Australia 13 August 1980 13 November 1980
Austria 10 September 1978 10 December 1978
Azerbaijan 13 August 1992a b

Bangladesh   6 September 2000a   6 December 2000

Barbados   5 January 1973a 23 March 1976
Belarus 12 November 1973 23 March 1976
Belgium 21 April 1983 21 July 1983
Belize 10 June 1996a 10 September 1996
Benin 12 March 1992a 12 June 1992

Bolivia 12 August 1982a 12 November 1982
Bosnia and Herzegovina   1 September 1993c   6 March 1992
Botswana
Brazil 24 January 1992a 24 April 1992
Bulgaria 21 September 1970 23 March 1976

Burkina Faso   4 January 1999a   4 April 1999
Burundi   9 May 1990a   9 August 1990
Cambodia 26 May 1992a 26 August 1992
Cameroon 27 June 1984a 27 September 1984
Canada 19 May 1976a 19 August 1976

Cape Verde   6 August 1993a   6 November 1993
Central African Republic   8 May 1981a   8 August 1981
Chad   9 June 1995a   9 September 1995
Chile 10 February 1972 23 March 1976
Colombia 29 October 1969 23 March 1976
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification or
accession or succession

into force

Congo   5 October 1983a   5 January 1984
Costa Rica 29 November 1968 23 March 1976
Côte d’Ivoire 26 March 1992a 26 June 1992
Croatia 12 October 1992c   8 October 1991
Cyprus   2 April 1969 23 March 1976

Czech Republic 22 February 1993c   1 January 1993
Democratic People’s
    Republic of Korea 14 September 1981a 14 December 1981
Democratic Republic of
    the Congo   1 November 1976a   1 February 1977
Denmark   6 January 1972 23 March 1976
Dominica 17 June 1993a 17 September 1993

Dominican Republic   4 January 1978a   4 April 1978
Ecuador   6 March 1969 23 March 1976
Egypt 14 January 1982 14 April 1982
El Salvador 30 November 1979 29 February 1980
Equatorial Guinea 25 September 1987a 25 December 1987

Estonia 21 October 1991a 21 January 1992
Ethiopia 11 June 1993a 11 September 1993
Finland 19 August 1975 23 March 1976
France   4 November 1980a   4 February 1981
Gabon 21 January 1983a 21 April 1983

Gambia 22 March 1979a 22 June 1979
Georgia   3 May 1994a b

Germany 17 December 1973 23 March 1976
Ghana   7 September 2000   7 December 2000
Greece   5 May 1997a   5 August 1997

Grenada   6 September 1991a   6 December 1991
Guatemala   6 May 1992a   5 August 1992
Guinea 24 January 1978 24 April 1978
Guyana 15 February 1977 15 May 1977
Haiti   6 February 1991a   6 May 1991

Honduras 25 August 1997 25 November 1997
Hungary 17 January 1974 23 March 1976
Iceland 22 August 1979 22 November 1979
India 10 April 1979a 10 July 1979
Iran, Islamic Republic of 24 June 1975 23 March 1976
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification or
accession or succession

into force

Iraq 25 January 1971 23 March 1976
Ireland   8 December 1989   8 March 1990
Israel   3 October 1991a   3 January 1992
Italy 15 September 1978 15 December 1978
Jamaica   3 October 1975 23 March 1976

Japan 21 June 1979 21 September 1979
Jordan 28 May 1975 23 March 1976
Kazakhstand

Kenya   1 May 1972a 23 March 1976
Kuwait 21 May 1996a 21 August 1996

Kyrgyzstan   7 October 1994a b

Latvia 14 April 1992a 14 July 1992
Lebanon   3 November 1972a 23 March 1976
Lesotho   9 September 1992a   9 December 1992
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 15 May 1970a 23 March 1976

Liechtenstein 10 December 1998a 10 March 1999
Lithuania 20 November 1991a 20 February 1992
Luxembourg 18 August 1983 18 November 1983
Madagascar 21 June 1971 23 March 1976
Malawi 22 December 1993a 22 March 1994

Mali 16 July 1974a 23 March 1976
Malta 13 September 1990a 13 December 1990
Mauritius 12 December 1973a 23 March 1976
Mexico 23 March 1981a 23 June 1981
Monaco 28 August 1997 28 November 1997

Mongolia 18 November 1974 23 March 1976
Morocco   3 May 1979   3 August 1979
Mozambique 21 July 1993a 21 October 1993
Namibia 28 November 1994a 28 February 1995
Nepal 14 May 1991 14 August 1991

Netherlands 11 December 1978 11 March 1979
New Zealand 28 December 1978 28 March 1979
Nicaragua 12 March 1980a 12 June 1980
Niger   7 March 1986a   7 June 1986
Nigeria 29 July 1993a 29 October 1993
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification or
accession or succession

into force

Norway 13 September 1972 23 March 1976
Panama   8 March 1977   8 June 1997
Paraguay 10 June 1992a 10 September 1992
Peru 28 April 1978 28 July 1978
Philippines 23 October 1986 23 January 1987

Poland 18 March 1977 18 June 1977
Portugal 15 June 1978 15 September 1978
Republic of Korea 10 April 1990a 10 July 1990
Republic of Moldova 26 January 1993a b

Romania   9 December 1974 23 March 1976

Russian Federation 16 October 1973 23 March 1976
Rwanda 16 April 1975a 23 March 1976
Saint Vincent and
    the Grenadines   9 November 1981a   9 February 1982
San Marino 18 October 1985a 18 January 1986
Senegal 13 February 1978 13 May 1978

Seychelles   5 May 1992a   5 August 1992
Sierra Leone 23 August 1996a 23 November 1996
Slovakia 28 May 1993c   1 January 1993
Slovenia   6 July 1992c 25 June 1991
Somalia 24 January 1990a 24 April 1990

South Africa 10 December 1998a 10 March 1999
Spain 27 April 1977 27 July 1977
Sri Lanka 11 June 1980a 11 September 1980
Sudan 18 March 1986a 18 June 1986
Suriname 28 December 1976a 28 March 1977

Sweden   6 December 1971 23 March 1976
Switzerland 18 June 1992a 18 September 1992
Syrian Arab Republic 21 April 1969a 23 March 1976
Tajikistan   4 January 1999   4 April 1999
Thailand 29 October 1996a 29 January 1997

The former Yugoslav
    Republic of Macedonia 17 September 1991c 17 September 1991
Togo 24 May 1984a 24 August 1984
Trinidad and Tobago 21 December 1978a 21 March 1979
Tunisia 18 March 1969 23 March 1976
Turkmenistan   1 May 1997a b
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification or
accession or succession

into force

Uganda 21 June 1995a 21 September 1995
Ukraine 12 November 1973 23 March 1976
United Kingdom of
    Great Britain and
    Northern Ireland 20 May 1976 20 August 1976
United Republic of Tanzania 11 June 1976a 11 September 1976
United States of America   8 June 1992   8 September 1992

Uruguay   1 April 1970 23 March 1976
Uzbekistan 28 September 1995 b

Venezuela 10 May 1978 10 August 1978
Viet Nam 24 September 1982a 24 December 1982
Yemen   9 February 1987a   9 May 1987

Yugoslavia   2 June 1971 23 March 1976
Zambia 10 April 1984a 10 July 1984
Zimbabwe 13 May 1991a 13 August 1991

In addition to the States parties listed above, the Covenant continues to apply in
Hong Kong, Special Administrative Region, People’s Republic of China.e

B.   States parties to the Optional Protocol (97)

State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Algeria 12 September 1989a 12 December 1989
Angola 10 January 1992a 10 April 1992
Argentina   8 August 1986a   8 November 1986
Armenia 23 June 1993 23 September 1993
Australia 25 September 1991a 25 December 1991

Austria 10 December 1987 10 March 1988
Barbados   5 January 1973a 23 March 1976
Belarus 30 September 1992a 30 December 1992
Belgium 17 May 1994a 17 August 1994
Benin 12 March 1992a 12 June 1992

Bolivia 12 August 1982a 12 November 1982
Bosnia and Herzegovina   1 March 1995   1 June 1995
Bulgaria 26 March 1992a 26 June 1992
Burkina Faso   4 January 1999a   4 April 1999
Cameroon 27 June 1984a 27 September 1984
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Canada 19 May 1976a 19 August 1976
Cape Verde 19 May 2000a 19 August 2000
Central African Republic   8 May 1981a   8 August 1981
Chad   9 June 1995   9 September 1995
Chile 28 May 1992a 28 August 1992

Colombia 29 October 1969 23 March 1976
Congo   5 October 1983a   5 January 1984
Costa Rica 29 November 1968 23 March 1976
Côte d’Ivoire   5 March 1997   5 June 1997
Croatia 12 October 1995 12 January 1996

Cyprus 15 April 1992 15 July 1992
Czech Republic 22 February 1993c   1 January 1993
Democratic Republic
    of the Congo   1 November 1976a   1 February 1977
Denmark   6 January 1972 23 March 1976
Dominican Republic   4 January 1978a   4 April 1978

Ecuador   6 March 1969 23 March 1976
El Salvador   6 June 1995   6 September 1995
Equatorial Guinea 25 September 1987a 25 December 1987
Estonia 21 October 1991a 21 January 1992
Finland 19 August 1975 23 March 1976

France 17 February 1984a 17 May 1984
Gambia   9 June 1988a   9 September 1988
Georgia   3 May 1994a   3 August 1994
Germany 25 August 1993 25 November 1993
Ghana   7 September 2000   7 December 2000

Greece   5 May 1997a   5 August 1997
Guinea 17 June 1993 17 September 1993
Guyanaf 10 May 1993a 10 August 1993
Hungary   7 September 1988a   7 December 1988
Iceland 22 August 1979a 22 November 1979

Ireland   8 December 1989   8 March 1990
Italy 15 September 1978 15 December 1978
Kyrgyzstan   7 October 1994a   7 January 1995
Latvia 22 June 1994a 22 September 1994
Lesotho   6 September 2000a   6 December 2000
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 16 May 1989a 16 August 1989
Liechtenstein 10 December 1998a 10 March 1999
Lithuania 20 November 1991a 20 February 1992
Luxembourg 18 August 1983a 18 November 1983
Madagascar 21 June 1971 23 March 1976

Malawi 11 June 1996 11 September 1996
Malta 13 September 1990a 13 December 1990
Mauritius 12 December 1973a 23 March 1976
Mongolia 16 April 1991a 16 July 1991
Namibia 28 November 1994a 28 February 1995

Nepal 14 May 1991a 14 August 1991
Netherlands 11 December 1978 11 March 1979
New Zealand 26 May 1989a 26 August 1989
Nicaragua 12 March 1980a 12 June 1980
Niger   7 March 1986a   7 June 1986

Norway 13 September 1972 23 March 1976
Panama   8 March 1977   8 June 1977
Paraguay 10 January 1995a 10 April 1995
Peru   3 October 1980   3 January 1981
Philippines 22 August 1989a 22 November 1989

Poland   7 November 1991a   7 February 1992
Portugal   3 May 1983   3 August 1983
Republic of Korea 10 April 1990a 10 July 1990
Romania 20 July 1993a 20 October 1993
Russian Federation   1 October 1991a   1 January 1992

Saint Vincent and
    the Grenadines   9 November 1981a   9 February 1982
San Marino 18 October 1985a 18 January 1986
Senegal 13 February 1978 13 May 1978
Seychelles   5 May 1992a   5 August 1992
Sierra Leone 23 August 1996a 23 November 1996

Slovakia 28 May 1993c   1 January 1993
Slovenia 16 July 1993a 16 October 1993
Somalia 24 January 1990a 24 April 1990
Spain 25 January 1985a Indefinitely
Sri Lankaa   3 October 1997   3 January 1998
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Suriname 28 December 1976a 28 March 1977
Sweden   6 December 1971 23 March 1976
Tajikistan   4 January 1999a   4 April 1999
The former Yugoslav
    Republic of Macedonia 12 December 1994a 12 March 1995
Togo 30 March 1988a 30 June 1988

Turkmenistanb   1 May 1997a   1 August 1997
Uganda 14 November 1995 14 February 1996
Ukraine 25 July 1991a 25 October 1991
Uruguay   1 April 1970 23 March 1976
Uzbekistan 28 September 1995 28 December 1995

Venezuela 10 May 1978 10 August 1978
Zambia 10 April 1984a 10 July 1984

C. States parties to the Second Optional Protocol, aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty (44)

State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Australia   2 October 1990a 11 July 1991
Austria   2 March 1993   2 June 1993
Azerbaijan 22 January 1999a 22 April 1999
Belgium   8 December 1998   8 March 1999
Bulgaria 10 August 1999 10 November 1999

Cape Verde 19 May 2000a 19 August 2000
Colombia   5 August 1997   5 November 1997
Costa Rica   5 June 1998   5 September 1998
Croatia 12 October 1995 12 January 1996
Cyprus 10 September 1999a 10 December 1999

Denmark 24 February 1994 24 May 1994
Ecuador 23 February 1993a 23 May 1993
Finland   4 April 1991 11 July 1991
Georgia 22 March 1999a 22 June 1999
Germany 18 August 1992 18 November 1992
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State party Date of receipt of the Date of entry
instrument of ratification into force
or accession or succession

Greece   5 May 1997a   5 August 1997
Hungary 24 February 1994a 24 May 1994
Iceland   2 April 1991 11 July 1991
Ireland 18 June 1993a 18 September 1993
Italy 14 February 1995 14 May 1995

Liechtenstein 10 December 1998 10 March 1999
Luxembourg 12 February 1992 12 May 1992
Malta 29 December 1994 29 March 1995
Monaco 28 March 2000a 28 June 2000
Mozambique 21 July 1993a 21 October 1993

Namibia 28 November 1994a 28 February 1995
Nepal   4 March 1998   4 June 1998
Netherlands 26 March 1991 11 July 1991
New Zealand 22 February 1990 11 July 1991
Norway   5 September 1991   5 December 1991

Panama 21 January 1993a 21 April 1993
Portugal 17 October 1990 11 July 1991
Romania 27 February 1991 11 July 1991
Seychelles 15 December 1994a 15 March 1995
Slovakia 22 June 1999a 22 September 1999

Slovenia 10 March 1994 10 June 1994
Spain 11 April 1991 11 July 1991
Sweden 11 May 1990 11 July 1991
Switzerland 16 June 1994a 16 September 1994
The former Yugoslav
    Republic of Macedonia 26 January 1995a 26 April 1995

Turkmenistan 11 January 2000a 11 April 2000
United Kingdom of
    Great Britain and
    Northern Ireland 19 December 1999 10 March 2000
Uruguay 21 January 1993 21 April 1993
Venezuela 22 February 1993 22 May 1993
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D.   States which have made the declaration under article 41 of the Covenant (47)

State party    Valid from  Valid until

Algeria 12 September 1989 Indefinitely
Argentina   8 August 1986 Indefinitely
Australia 28 January 1993 Indefinitely
Austria 10 September 1978 Indefinitely
Belarus 30 September 1992 Indefinitely

Belgium   5 March 1987 Indefinitely
Bosnia and Herzegovina   6 March 1992 Indefinitely
Bulgaria 12 May 1993 Indefinitely
Canada 29 October 1979 Indefinitely
Chile 11 March 1990 Indefinitely

Congo   7 July 1989 Indefinitely
Croatia 12 October 1995 Indefinitely
Czech Republic   1 January 1993 Indefinitely
Denmark 23 March 1976 Indefinitely
Ecuador 24 August 1984 Indefinitely

Finland 19 August 1975 Indefinitely
Gambia   9 June 1988 Indefinitely
Germany 28 March 1979 10 May 2001
Guyana 10 May 1993 Indefinitely
Hungary   7 September 1988 Indefinitely

Iceland 22 August 1979 Indefinitely
Ireland   8 December 1989 Indefinitely
Italy 15 September 1978 Indefinitely
Liechtenstein 10 March 1999 Indefinitely
Luxembourg 18 August 1983 Indefinitely

Malta 13 September 1990 Indefinitely
Netherlands 11 December 1978 Indefinitely
New Zealand 28 December 1978 Indefinitely
Norway 23 March 1976 Indefinitely
Peru   9 April 1984 Indefinitely

Philippines 23 October 1986 Indefinitely
Poland 25 September 1990 Indefinitely
Republic of Korea 10 April 1990 Indefinitely
Russian Federation   1 October 1991 Indefinitely
Senegal   5 January 1981 Indefinitely
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State party    Valid from  Valid until

Slovakia   1 January 1993 Indefinitely
Slovenia   6 July 1992 Indefinitely
South Africa 10 March 1999 Indefinitely
Spain 25 January 1985 Indefinitely
Sri Lanka 11 June 1980 Indefinitely

Sweden 23 March 1976 Indefinitely
Switzerland 18 September 1992 18 September 2002
Tunisia 24 June 1993 Indefinitely
Ukraine 28 July 1992 Indefinitely
United Kingdom of
    Great Britain and
    Northern Ireland 20 May 1976 Indefinitely

United States of America   8 September 1992 Indefinitely
Zimbabwe 20 August 1991 Indefinitely

Notes

a  Accession.

b  In the opinion of the Committee, the entry into force goes back to the date when the State
became independent.

c   Succession.

d   Although a declaration of succession has not been received, the people within the territory of
the State - which constituted part of a former State party to the Covenant - continue to be entitled
to the guarantees enunciated in the Covenant in accordance with the Committee’s established
jurisprudence (see Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth Session, Supplement
No. 40 (A/49/40), vol. I, paras. 48 and 49).

e  For information on the application of the Covenant in Hong Kong, Special Administrative
Region, People’s Republic of China, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first
Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/51/40), chap. V, sect. B, paras. 78-85.

f  Guyana denounced the Optional Protocol on 5 January 1999 and reacceded on the same day
subject to reservations, with effect from 5 April 1999.
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