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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

STATEMENT BY MR URAL LATYPOV, M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS AND DEPUTY
PRIME M NI STER OF THE REPUBLI C OF BELARUS

1. M. LATYPOV (Belarus) affirmed the commitnent of the Republic of Belarus
to the values of human rights, but stressed that the pace at which those
rights were realized inevitably depended on the attitudes, traditions and
political and econom c circunstances of individual countries. Belarus was
movi ng gradual ly towards a market econony and a multi-party political system
not without difficulty, but with the support of the population. 1t was one of
the few countries of the former Soviet sphere in which civil peace had been
preserved. It was thus regrettable that, with scant regard for objectivity,
sonme States placed Belarus on the blacklist of countries that violated human
rights, whereas it was in fact a nmultinational State in which all citizens

enj oyed equal rights, a State of many religious faiths in which freedom of

wor ship was guaranteed, a State that was experiencing neither interna

conflict nor war on its frontiers, and one with a low crine rate.

Furthernore, it was attracting nmore and nore refugees from other countries

and illegal immgration was beconming a real problem
2. The Governnent of Belarus aspired to nmaintain objective, honest and just
relations with the international comunity. In 1997 it had been visited, at

its own request, by the Special Rapporteur on the pronotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and it was intending to invite
the Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance to visit the country in 1999.
A group of observers fromthe Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) had been in M nsk since February 1998. The work done with that
group in the legislative sphere had been satisfactory and rewardi ng, although
Parliament had not adopted all its proposals.

3. Hi storically and geographically, Belarus was part of Europe, and it
could not conceive of itself other than as belonging to the European honme and
endorsing its values. It was a party to the principal international human
rights instrunents. That being said, the Belarusian authorities did not
subscribe to the comonly held view that the process of codification of

i nternational human rights | aw must now be regarded as conpleted. It was
clear that universal ratification of basic international human rights

i nstruments was not enough to guarantee such fundanental rights as the right
to a healthy environnment and the right to sustainabl e devel opnent, or the
elimnation of poverty.

4, Envi ronnent al questions were not purely theoretical in Belarus, as
hundreds of thousands of people were still suffering fromthe effects of the
Cher nobyl disaster. Wen, in the name of human rights, citizens of countries
such as Cermany and Bel gi um were assisting the victinms of Chernobyl in

Bel arus, it was hard to understand how ot hers could i nvoke those sane rights
as justification for reducing their political and econom c cooperation with
Bel arus. The Bel arusi an Government was convinced that only a constructive and
bal anced approach to protection of human rights could be fruitful. It
supported the Declaration on Human Ri ghts Defenders and the Declaration on the
Ri ght to Development; it had responded with interest to the joint initiative
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by the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and the
Director-General of UNESCO aimed at strengthening training in human rights;
and had just drawn up a five-year plan on human rights education

5. The muni ci pal elections to be held on 4 April 1999 would mark an

i nportant stage in the denocratization of the country and the beginning of a
three-year period of elections, with elections to the |legislature to be held
in 2000, followed by presidential elections in 2001. International observers
had been invited to participate in the process. The new | aw on rmruni ci pal

el ections woul d serve as a nodel for the future electoral code. The elections
to the municipal councils were generating considerable interest, as w tnessed
by the fact that nore than 27,000 candi dates were standing for election

6. In conclusion, he said that the Republic of Belarus was aware that much
remai ned to be done in the area of human rights, but that his country remai ned
receptive to constructive cooperation

STATEMENT BY MR JOSCHKA FI SCHER, M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF GERMANY

7. M. FISCHER (Germany), speaking on behalf of the States nenmbers of the
Eur opean Uni on, of the countries of central and eastern Europe having
associate status with the European Union, and of Cyprus, said that although
nmor e peopl e than ever before lived in denocratic systems and general awareness
of the inportance of human rights had grown, violations of those rights
continued in many countries. According to Amesty International, there were
still governnent-ordered nmurders in 55 countries, and political prisoners in
87 countries. Wmen, children, old people and refugees were the first victins
of wars and conflicts. The civilian popul ation was the target of unbridl ed
violence, not only in many parts of central Africa and Asia, but also in
Europe. The nmassacre at Racak in Kosovo had rightly been classified as a
crime against humanity. The situation in that region was expl osive, and he
appeal ed to the Yugosl av Governnment to sign the peace plan drawn up by the
Contact Group, as the Kosovo Al bani ans had done, before it was too late

8. In recent years human rights had becone nmuch nore inportant in foreign
policy. There were two reasons for that: first, present-day wars and
conflicts cane about nore because of internal tensions than because of
international tensions. It followed that the rights of individuals would
occupy an increasingly central place in the international community's
definition of security, whereas fornerly it had concerned itself nore with
national interests. Gven that denocracies with well-devel oped ci vi

soci eties rarely waged war agai nst one another, the pronotion of denocracy and
human rights was the best neans of safeguardi ng peace. Secondly, economnc
success would not be lasting unless human rights were observed and the rul e of
| aw guaranteed constitutionally. That was the | esson to be learned fromthe
Asian crisis. The efforts nade by poor countries to stinmulate their economc
devel opnent were bound to be unsuccessful if denobcracy and human rights were
suppressed. As Professor Amartya Sen, recipient of the Nobel Prize for

Econom cs, had shown, fam nes occurred nmuch [ ess frequently in denocracies
than in dictatorships. Good governance based on respect for human rights,
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on the separation of powers and on functioning denocratic, |egal and
constitutional structures was of central inportance for econom c devel opnent.
All those el enments would no doubt fuel the debate on the right to devel opnent.

9. In an increasingly interdependent world, human rights were no | onger a
purely internal matter or one determ ned by local culture. Today, the nmain
concern was to strengthen the universality of human rights. The adoption of
the Statute of the International Crimnal Court had been a major step forward
and all States should sign and ratify the Statute quickly so as to enable the
Court to commence its work and allow the victins of violations to obtain
reparation. In that connection the States nmenbers of the European Union
believed that the death penalty could not be justified either ethically or
legally, and that it had not proved to be an effective neans of conbating

crime. It would therefore be submitting its first joint resolution on the
deat h penalty, whose mninmum ainms were to prevent the execution of mnors and
the nmentally ill, enforcenent of the death penalty before conpletion of

ongoi ng procedures and extradition to countries where the death penalty was in
force.

10. In future special priority nust be given to wonen's rights. Equality
bet ween the sexes remained a U opian ideal in many countries where wonen were
victinms of discrimnation and viol ence or of deplorable practices such as
genital rmutilation, which nust be prohibited by lawin all societies; for

not hing - not even a cultural tradition - nust be allowed to inmpair the right
to physical integrity. The recent adoption by the Conmm ssion on the Status of
Wnen of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, which woul d enabl e wormen to | odge

i ndi vidual conplaints with an international body, was therefore to be

wel comed; and it was to be hoped that the protocol would quickly enter into
force. It was also high tinme that work on the drafting of the optiona
protocols on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, the sale of
children and child prostitution was brought to a successful concl usion

11. The European Union was intending to draw up its first human rights
report before the end of 1999, with a view to increasing the transparency of
its human rights policy and to dealing with specific issues or countries.
Internally, it would | end nore support to the cause of human rights. Thus,
pursuant to the Ansterdam Treaty, respect for human rights, denocracy and the
rule of |Iaw would be prerequisites for nmenbership of the European Union, and
limtations mght be inposed on nenber States' rights if those criteria were
not observed. The European Union had established a European Mnitoring Centre
for Raci sm and Xenophobia in Vienna and was examnining the possibility of
drawi ng up a European charter of fundamental rights. Having seen for itself
the value of action by human rights defence groups in various countries, it
woul d continue tirelessly to support dempcrats and human rights activists
wherever they were oppressed.

12. Thus, it regarded as unacceptable the very severe prison sentences

i mposed in China upon civil rights activists who had nerely exercised the

ri ghts guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and by the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which China had signed
in 1998. The general human rights situation in China, where the death penalty
was i nmposed with undue frequency and administrative detention was comon
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practice, did not conply with established international standards. Although
Chi na had al ready made some progress towards nodernization, the European Union
remai ned convinced that granting denocratic rights, not suppressing them was
the only viable basis for sustainable developnent. It was also concerned
about the situation of mnorities, particularly in Tibet. It therefore urged
the Chi nese Governnent to ensure that progress in the international sphere was
foll owed by concrete inprovements in respect for human rights, denocracy and
the rule of law. The European Union was ready, for its part, to engage in a
nmore focused di al ogue on human rights and to continue its cooperation
programe in support of that process.

13. I mpl ement ati on of a preventive human rights policy was an essentia

task which the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had
successfully taken up, particularly in the context of the progranme of

advi sory services and technical cooperation. The European Union therefore
strongly supported those activities, both materially and at other |evels.
Furthernore, conscious of the often positive effect of the work of many

non- governnent al organi zati ons active in the defence of human rights, it was
prepared further to intensify its dialogue with those organi zations. However,
for the future it would be inmportant for other players in civil society,
particul arly econom c enterprises, to give fuller recognition to the |ink

bet ween human rights and sustai nabl e devel opnent, and to nake their own
contribution to the protection of human rights. The process al ready under way
nmust be continued and intensified.

14. In conclusion, he stressed that whil e Europeans repeatedly pointed out
that the suppression of human rights was unacceptable and that they would
strive to pronote the devel opnent of peace and denocracy throughout the world,
they did not do so in a spirit of arrogance or in order to inpose their own
val ues on other countries. Their aimwas to inprove the inplenmentation of
internationally recognized human rights standards throughout the world, and
all participants in the session of the Conm ssion would have to concentrate
their efforts on nmeans of securing that comon objective.

STATEMENT BY MR. MATE GRANI G, DEPUTY PRIME M NI STER AND M NI STER FOR FOREI GN
AFFAI RS OF THE REPUBLI C OF CROATI A

15. M. GRANIC (Croatia) said that the commenoration of the fiftieth

anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the five-year
review of the inplenmentation of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
had provi ded an opportunity to assess the human rights situation throughout
the world. It was the commn view that, while a | ot had al ready been

achi eved, much remained to be done in that sphere. It nust be hoped that
everyone would try to ensure that the twenty-first century would truly be the
“century of human rights”. The Comm ssion could play a crucial role in that
regard in view of the inportance of its work in protecting and pronoting human
rights.

16. He then drew attention to the progress made in the sphere of human
rights and in other related spheres in Croatia. Apart froma few isolated
i ncidents, the security situation was inproving, especially in the Croatian
Danube region and in other fornerly occupied areas. The Nationa
Confidence-Buil ding Conmittee, the only such body in the territory of the
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former Yugoslavia, was dealing successfully with the problens, particularly at
the local level. The Croatian Governnent was al so doing its utnost to speed
up the return of all the refugees and di splaced persons to their hones. A
total of 56,000 persons had so far returned fromthe Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a, Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and the Croatian Danube regi on. However,
Croatia needed international aid to facilitate the return process and to
reconstruct the country and revitalize its econony.

17. Croatia had al ways mai ntai ned good relations with the succession of
speci al rapporteurs on the human rights situation in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia, including the latest, M. Jiri Dienstbier, who had already
paid two visits to Croatia. However, the Croatian Governnent noted with
regret that no nention had ever been made of Croatia's efforts to conply with
the Speci al Rapporteur’'s recomrendations. Hi s nmandate was automatically
extended wi t hout any conprehensive review of the human rights situation in
each of the three countries in question. Croatia was the only one of those
countries which was a nenber of the Council of Europe and therefore subject to
a powerful human rights protection nmechanismin the shape of the European
Court of Human Ri ghts. The Government regretted that the internationa
comunity took hardly any notice of that fact and that, in particular, in
spite of their many differences in ternms of respect for denocracy and human
rights, those three countries were still |unped together by the Specia
Rapporteur. It was to be hoped that separate approaches woul d be taken
follow ng the establishment in Croatia in the near future of a technica

assi stance and cooperation project of the Ofice of the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights, which would mark the begi nning of a gradua
transition fromnonitoring to active engagenment of the Ofice in the pronotion
and protection of human rights in Croatia. The talks which had al ready begun
on defining the |l egal status of the regional office in Zagreb should result in
the concl usi on of an agreement between Croatia and the Hi gh Conmm ssi oner
during her visit to Croatia in Muy.

18. Croatia had al ways been open to all forns of cooperation, not only with
the United Nations but also with other regional organizations, including the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Council of
Europe, as well as with NGOs. In that connection it enphasized the need to

i nprove the coordination anong those various organizations in order to avoid
duplication of work. Croatia had also signed and ratified all the rel evant
human rights instruments, both international and regional. At the domestic

| evel, a Constitutional Court had been established under the Croatian
Constitution to deal with conplaints of violation of the Constitution | odged
by individuals and groups who believed that their human rights had been

vi ol ated by deci sions of administrative bodies. |In addition, in 1996 the
Government had set up a working group to review the conpatibility of donmestic
| egislation with the provisions of the European Convention on Human Ri ghts and
its protocols, in order to bring such legislation nmore into line with the
establ i shed European standards. On the working group's recomrendation, the
Government had requested the Council of Europe to provide it with the

assi stance of experts for drafting |legislation. Various other bodies had been
created to protect human rights, including the National Comrittee for Human

Ri ghts Education, which had prepared a programre of human rights education, to
be introduced shortly in all educational establishments; the programe had
been declared a nodel of its kind by the Council of Europe experts.
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19. Li ke all other Menber States, Croatia had comrenorated the fiftieth

anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, holding a nunber of
events in which many individuals, national human rights institutions,

prom nent academ cs, national minorities and NGOs had taken part. It should
be stressed in that connection that Croatia currently had 1,305 nati onal

48 international and 14,000 | ocal NGOs. The Government had established an NGO
cooperation office and had organi zed several events at which NGOs had been
able to present their progranmes of work in various fields (social welfare,
humani t ari an assi stance, pronotion of human rights).

20. Croatia had al so been cooperating with the International Crim nal

Tri bunal for the Former Yugoslavia and its Zagreb office fromthe outset, but
in particular since the promnulgation in 1996 of the Constitutional Act on
cooperation with the Tribunal. It had extradited all the persons suspected
of war crinmes present in its territory and had negoti ated the handover

of 10 Bosnian Croats to the Tribunal

21. He wi shed to re-enphasize in conclusion the inportance of the role of

t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights in the establishnment, protection and pronotion
of human rights, as well as the great responsibility shared by all to do
everyt hing possible to ensure that, on the threshold of the new m |l ennium
all the world's citizens could freely exercise their rights.

STATEMENT OF MR BRONI SLAW GEREMEK, M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF THE
REPUBLI C OF POLAND

22. M. GEREMEK (Pol and) conmented that everything had al ready been said
about human rights and that it was hard to have a serious debate on the

subj ect. The reginmes responsible for daily violations of human rights
hypocritically asserted that their policies were designed to ensure respect
for such rights, and the opinion was even voiced that human rights were nerely
a European invention and that any attenpt to inpose themin other parts of the
worl d was an act of cultural inperialism Yet no human culture worthy of the
name woul d deny the fact that all human beings were born free and equal in

dignity and rights. It was indeed pointless to debate the |egitinmcy of human
rights, for history showed clearly that they were increasingly respected in an
i ncreasi ng nunber of countries. It was inportant in that connection to

wel come the return of Nigeria to the famly of denocratic States, for
denocracy invariably sustained respect for human rights even if it did not
itself guarantee them That exanple al so denonstrated the inportance of

i nternational solidarity, because without the heroic struggle of the N gerian
def enders of human rights and without the international support which they had
received, in particular fromthe United Nations, N geria would still be
subject to a mlitary dictatorship.

23. It was inportant to stress that the violation of human rights was not an
internal affair of any State: it was an internal affair of all mankind, and
manki nd had the right to intervene inits own internal affairs. In fact,
States in which human rights were respected did not go to war, did not
experience starvation, and did what they could to help others. It was thus in

the interest of any country to have such States for neighbours. Sixty years
after the war unl eashed by a totalitarian reginme and 10 years after the defeat
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of another totalitarian regine it had become clear that anyone who encroached
upon the human rights of any individual inpaired the security of all people.
That was why civil and political rights had made so nmuch progress in recent
decades. However, although respect for political rights was a necessary
condition, it was not in itself sufficient for ensuring econom c and socia
progress. Hence the inperative need for international solidarity in pronoting
econom ¢ and social rights. Wthout such solidarity the voices of the weakest
woul d be increasingly |Iess audible, and the enclaves of poverty or slavery
woul d not disappear. The surviving dictatorships nust be rem nded that
acconmodati on was the only nmeans by which the vanqui shed could win a victory.
However, it must not be thought that the defence of human rights ended with
the arrival of denocracy, for violations of human rights were also conmitted
in denocratic States. It was sufficient to recall the problens experienced by
sonme national, religious, ethnic and sexual mnorities in certain countries of
Western Europe and North Anerica and the intol erance experienced by the Roma
and Sinti peoples in Central and Eastern Europe, including Poland. The
struggle for human rights was a struggle w thout end.

24, Human rights were currently being threatened by gl obalization, which was
giving rise in some countries to marginalization, poverty and perpetua

under devel opment. The United Nations nust take preventive action in that

area. It nmust create rules to mnimze the negative side-effects of

gl obalization and maxi m ze the positive effects, in order to satisfy
everybody's needs and i nmprove the human rights situation throughout the world.
The promotion of a permanent international dialogue on the protection of human
rights, the establishnment of mechani snms to oversee conpliance with

i nternational commtnents, and the provision of increased technical assistance
by the nore technol ogically advanced countries to the countries which | acked
the necessary resources - those should be the basic human rights objectives of
the United Nations. The Comm ssion nust play a leading role in the
realization of human rights. It nmust therefore constantly adapt its
procedures to the evolving situation and change its methods of work, in order
to ensure that a State suspected by the international conmunity of violating
human rights coul d never prevent the Conm ssion fromtaking up the issue. In
the reformof the United Nations proposed by the Secretary-GCGeneral, attention
must be focused on strengthening the Comm ssion's preventive capacity, and the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts nmust have all the financial and human
resources needed for that purpose.

25. When taking over the presidency of OSCE in 1998, Pol and had been

determ ned to ensure the observance of human rights in the continent of

Eur ope, because it had been convinced that only a Europe which respected human
rights could be a secure Europe. Sadly, today Europe was not a secure place,
and a new war m ght break out as a result of the Kosovo conflict. Poland
therefore wished to rem nd the Yugoslav | eaders that only a political dialogue
could bring a just solution to the conflict and that they bore an enornous
responsibility in that regard. The international community, for its part,

must not only state the fundamental val ues but also show that it was capable
of defending them in Kosovo and anywhere el se.
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STATEMENT BY MR MARTI N PALQUS, DEPUTY M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF THE
CZECH REPUBLI C

26. M. PALOUS (Czech Republic) said that the Comm ssion's agenda was very
anbitious in its scope and conplexity, denonstrating the central inportance of
the question of human rights for the whole United Nations system and
indicating the responsibilities of all the nmenbers of the Conmi ssion. At the
precedi ng session the President of the Czech Republic, M. Vaclav Havel, had
made a statement in the Commr ssion on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, in which he had stressed that
the incorporation of human rights principles in political relations had hel ped
to put an end to the bipolar division of the world. He had also noted that

gl obal i zati on demanded a consi stent and active human rights policy based on
the principle of their indivisibility and universality. Having raised the
qguestion of the real content of the concept of human rights, M. Havel had
stated his conclusion that it was sonmething in which all could share and which
constituted the basis of human dignity. Those sinple ideas, which had brought
Charter 77 into existence during the darkest years of the totalitarian regine
in Czechosl ovakia, illustrated the position which the Czech del egati on woul d
be taking throughout the session, a position based on the main internationa
human rights instrunents regulating the relations between the individual and
the State

27. In any event, whatever the outconme of the ongoing dial ogue on the
content of the concept of human rights in the twenty-first century, those who
wanted to be regarded as serious and reliable participants in the

i nternati onal endeavour to pronote the cause of human rights in the world had
not only to make an active effort to ensure respect for such rights in their
countries but also to accept the scrutiny of international bodies and possible
criticism The Czech CGovernnent was aware that the human rights situation in
the Czech Republic was not perfect, owing partly to the difficult |egacy of
its past and to problenms of the transition process. However, those

shortcom ngs, which related mainly to the protection of the rights of ethnic
mnorities and of the Roma popul ation in particular, could paradoxically prove
to be a powerful springboard for the |aunching of an active and broad- m nded
human rights policy. The Government knew how difficult it was to bring about
changes in | egal systens and in people's attitudes in that sphere and
sincerely appreciated any formof international cooperation in such matters.

28. The internationalization of human rights, which was the main achi evenent
of the process initiated with the enmergence of the United Nations system had
been acconpani ed by new channel s of conmuni cati on between the representatives
of the Governments of Menber States and those persons who had decided to
contribute to the human rights debate as pioneers and chanpi ons of

i nternational action frombelow. Long years of oppression and |ack of freedom
had taught such Czechs to have a high regard for any criticismfromthe

i nternational comunity and had pronpted themto rise without hesitation to
defend all persons finding thenselves in the sane situation, w thout setting
themsel ves up as judge or arbiter. It was out of respect for those principles
of strengthening and pronoting an open and frank international dialogue, and
not out of any spirit of confrontation, that the Czech del egati on had deci ded,
after thorough scrutiny of the argunments, to submit a draft resolution on the
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human rights situation in a certain country. It was convinced that the search
for common val ues was the only approach capabl e of securing global peace in
the twenty-first century.

STATEMENT BY MR JOSE AYALA LASSO, M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF THE
REPUBLI C OF ECUADOR

29. M. AYALA LASSO (Ecuador) said that he had had the honour of
participating in the establishment of the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights as the first Hi gh Commi ssioner. The Ofice had
turned into a reality the wish of the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
to place the defence and pronoti on of human rights at the centre of the

Organi zation's concerns. In that connection a tribute nust be paid to

Ms. Robinson for the great skill and tirel ess energy which she had brought to
her task.

30. In 1997, with the Ofice already standing on solid foundations, he had

decided to return to his country in order to contribute, at the request of the
Presi dent of the Republic of Ecuador, to the efforts to solve by peacefu

means the territorial dispute which had divided Ecuador and Peru for nore than
a century. He had the honour to informthe Conm ssion that a peace agreenent
had been concluded between the two countries on 26 Cctober 1998, in fact on
the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

31. Unfortunately, Ecuador was currently confronted by serious economc
problems. It would be necessary in that connection to exam ne the role of the
international financial institutions and regulate the international flow of
noney so that it did not harmeither investnments in the countries affected by
the crisis or the circulation of non-specul ative capital

32. Wth regard to the human rights situation in Ecuador, it could be said
that the State was largely succeeding in securing respect for the rule of |aw,
as was denonstrated by the penalties inposed on nmenbers of the forces of |aw
and order who had violated human rights and by the reparations nmade to the
victinms of those violations once the courts had established the responsibility
of the State. In addition, Ecuador had produced its first national plan for
the promotion of human rights. Civil society had been closely involved in the
formul ati on of the plan, which was designed to protect the rights of the nost
vul nerabl e popul ati on groups, and had been described as a nodel of its kind by
a del egation of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

33. Wth regard to the Conmi ssion itself, Ecuador warmy wel comed the report
of the Bureau of the fifty-fourth session on the rationalization of the work
of the Comm ssion (E/ CN. 4/1999/104), in whose preparation it had partici pated
as a nenber of the Bureau. It also hoped that the Conm ssion would support
the recomrendati ons of the working group of intergovernmental experts on the
human rights of mgrants and appoint a special rapporteur to study that
qgquestion. Ecuador deplored the re-enmergence of racismand w shed to
contribute to the success of the Wrld Conference agai nst Raci sm Racia

Di scrim nation, Xenophobia and Rel ated | ntol erance.
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34. The Government of Ecuador woul d continue to work actively, in
col l aboration with international institutions and NGOs, to ensure genuine
protection for human rights in Ecuador and throughout the world.

STATEMENT BY MR JEAN- MARTI N MBEMBA, M NI STER OF JUSTI CE OF THE REPUBLI C OF
THE CONGO

35. M. MBEMBA (Congo) said that in 1992 the Congol ese peopl e had been

convi nced that the establishnent of a denmpcratically elected regi me had neant
the end of the one-party system tribalism intolerance and political violence
and that the country was going to set out resolutely along the path of

devel opnent. It was in that climate of peace, national unity and
reconstruction that M. Lissouba had been denocratically el ected President of
t he Republic.

36. However, during the five years of his termof office M. Lissouba had
dashed the hopes born of the transition to denocracy by systematically
violating the Constitution, civil, political, economc, social and cultura

rights, and international humanitarian [aw dissolution of the denocratically
el ected National Assenbly; dismantling of the forces of |law and order and
creation of private mlitias; repeated attacks on the freedom of the press;
erection of obstacles to the exercise of trade-union rights; persecution of
opponents; squandering of the nation's assets and m sappropriati on of
public funds; ethnic cleansing; scorn for pan-African and internationa
organi zati ons; and, above all, torture, summary executions and civil wars.
The victinms of the bl oody policy pursued by M. Lissouba were nunbered in

t he thousands. On 30 Novenber 1992 the Presidential Guard had opened fire
on peaceful denonstrators, killing three and woundi ng many. The two

civil wars provoked by M. Lissouba in Novenber 1993 and June 1997 had
caused 2,000 and 15, 000 deaths respectively.

37. Since June 1997 the present Government had been trying to restore human
rights and fundanmental freedoms. Anongst other things it had allowed the
persons forcibly displaced by the preceding regime to return to their hones
and exiled trade-unionists to return to their posts, and it had formally
appealed to the nenbers of mlitias to lay down their arns w thout fear of
reprisals of any kind; it had paid the contributions owed by the State to

i nternational organizations and had ratified several international agreenents
and treaties.

38. Unfortunately, the social, political and mlitary situation in the
country had deteriorated in recent nonths owing to the acts of extortion
perpetrated by the Kolelas mlitias and Lissouba arned gangs. For exanple,

t hey had taken the Mukou Koul ou hydroel ectric dam by storm depriving
hospital s and many districts of water and electricity, and had taken hostage
t housands of persons seeking refuge in the forests and villages, who were
often deni ed food and care.

39. The Government sought national reconciliation and was ready to engage in
negotiations to that end. However, it believed that the restoration of peace
woul d require the surrender of the weapons of all the mlitias to the forces
of law and order and the cessation of looting. It was aware that, fromthe
Uni ted Ki ngdom where he had obtained asylum M. Lissouba was plotting a
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coup d' état, which mght cause thousands of deaths, according to an article in
The Mrror of 8 March 1999. Consequently the Governnent of the Republic of

t he Congo appealed to international institutions to help to restore the rule
of law and organize free and denocratic elections in the fairly near future.

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 3) (E/ CN.4/1992/2
and 109; E/ CN. 4/1998/CRP. 4)

40. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Bureau had drawn up a draft progranme of
wor k, which woul d be submitted to the Comm ssion for approval wi thin the next
few days, once the Comm ssion had had tinme to study it. The Bureau proposed
to apply nost of the decisions adopted at the precedi ng session concerning the
conduct of debates, in particular the decisions on the time allocated to the
various categories of speaker, the subm ssion of draft resolutions, the
openi ng and closing of the list of speakers, the quorumrule, and the exercise
of the right of reply. In particular, all statenments in exercise of the right
of reply should be made at the end of the day or at the end of the genera
debate on the relevant agenda item at the discretion of the Chairperson

41. The secretariat would also distribute a list of the persons -
rapporteurs, special representatives, chairpersons of working groups of the
Commi ssion, and representatives of other United Nations bodies - invited to

take part in the Conm ssion's consideration of certain agenda itenms. She
invited the menbers of the Comm ssion to coment on the Bureau's proposals.

42. M. ALFONSO MARTI NEZ (Cuba) said that he was prepared to approve the

rul es proposed by the Bureau with the exception of the rule on the exercise of
the right of reply. He would prefer a nore flexible approach, whereby

del egations could exercise the right of reply not only at the end of the day
or at the end of the general debate on a particular item but also at the end
of the neeting at which the statenment that had given rise to the right of
reply was made.

43. M. DE | CAZA (Mexico) expressed his agreenent with the comrent of the
representative of Cuba and pointed out that, under rule 45 of the rules of
procedure of the functional comm ssions of the Econom c and Social Council

the right of reply was accorded by the Chairman to the representative of any
Menmber who requested it, and representatives should attenpt to deliver their
statements preferably at the end of the neeting at which the request was made.

44, M. SINGH (India) remarked that any proposal put forward by the Bureau
requi red the Conm ssion's approval; furthernore, rules which were applied at
one session did not necessarily have to be applied at the foll ow ng one.

45, The CHAI RPERSON said that the Bureau was well acquainted with the rules
of procedure; in proposing certain rules, it wished only to inmprove the

exi sting procedures. She recognized that it was inmportant for the del egation
concerned by a right of reply to be present when that right was exercised, and
said that the Chair would use its discretionary powers to allow del egations
requesting the right of reply to exercise that right at the end of the neeting
at which the request was made. |If there were no other objections, she would
take it that the Comm ssion approved the Bureau's proposals.

46. It was so deci ded.
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47. M. PALI HAKKARA (Sri Lanka), speaking on behalf of the Asian G oup,
expressed the hope that the neasures deci ded upon at the precedi ng session

with a view to applying effective tinme managenent nethods, limting additiona
meetings, facilitating NGO participation in conformty with rel evant
ECOSOC resol uti ons and, above all, creating an atnosphere conducive to

consul tati on and understandi ng woul d be followed through and strengthened at
the current session. The Asian Goup welconed the continuation of the
practice of the “extended Bureau”, whereby regional group coordinators
participated in Bureau neetings, and hoped that the frequency of Bureau
meeti ngs woul d increase and that the regional groups would be provided with
the sane facilities as at the previous session

48. Wth regard to NGO participation in the Comm ssion, there appeared to be
growi ng consensus on the nmeans of clarifying the role of NGOs in order to
ensure that the Commission's effectiveness was enhanced by their

participation. The secretariat should determ ne the status of each NGO before
t he begi nning of the session and shoul d exam ne requests for naking statenments
so as to avoid abuses and repetitiousness. Joint statements should be
encouraged as a neans of saving tinme and resources. The secretariat should
strictly apply the guidelines set out in ECOSOC resol ution 1996/31 with a view
to ensuring the objectivity and representativeness of participating NGO and
enhanci ng cooperati on between them and governnment del egati ons. Cases of

m suse of accreditation procedures to advance interests other than human
rights should be imediately referred to an intergovernnental body such as the
NGO Committee in New York

49. There was a need for the Comm ssion to develop further the areas of
cooperation, consultation and consensus-building with a viewto enhancing its
ef fectiveness. Decisions adopted on such a basis would attract a wi der
measur e of acceptance and, consequently, of conpliance. Wder and nore
frequent consultations should be held on as many draft resol utions as possible
in order to pronote their adoption by consensus.

50. The Asian Group continued to feel that the I ength of the Conmm ssion's
sessions should be reduced to four weeks. Biennialization and clustering of
agenda itenms, reduction of the nunmber and | ength of resolutions, and strict
conpliance with speaking tinme limts were all measures that would help to
rationalize the Comm ssion's work. Everything should be done to ensure that
docunments were distributed well in advance of the session. The Asian G oup
had | ong advocated a thorough restructuring of the Comm ssion's agenda, but it
noted that no meani ngful steps had yet been taken to mininmze or elimnate
overl appi ng between vari ous agenda items, mechani sms and documents enmanating
fromthem It further believed that intrusive nonitoring of the

i mpl enent ati on of decisions had failed to achieve the desired result and that
it was therefore necessary to adopt a consensual approach more likely to
attract cooperation and conpliance by governments.

51. In that connection, the Asian Group wel comed the report of the Bureau of
the fifty-fourth session on the rationalization of the work of the Conmi ssion
(E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 104), which contai ned suggesti ons and recomrendati ons with
far-reaching inplications for the Comm ssion, its Bureau and its mechani sms.
The Asian Goup, |ike others, had nmade known its views on the report. O her
vi ews, including those of NGOs, would be forthcomng. All such comments were
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i ndicati ve of a readiness to engage in a serious dialogue with a viewto
devel opi ng consensus on the inportant issues involved. The Asian G oup
supported the proposal to set up an open-ended intersessional working group to
consi der the Bureau's conclusions, and was ready to cooperate fully in that
exerci se.

52. M. SINGH (India), speaking on behalf of the del egations of 16 other
countries (Al geria, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, Indonesi a,

Iran (Islam c Republic of), Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Ml aysia, Myanmar, Nepal
Paki stan, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Sudan), said that the comments on the
report of the Bureau of the fifty-fourth session on the rationalization of the
wor k of the Comm ssion (E/CN.4/1999/104) fornul ated by npst of those

del egations in docunment E/CN.4/1999/120 bore witness to their interest in the
matter. The del egations concerned stood ready to engage in a frank and
constructive discussion of all the issues touched upon in the Bureau's report
with a viewto reaching positive results by consensus as quickly as possible.
It was, however, essential that agreement should first be achieved on a
process that would enable all States to contribute effectively to such a

di scussion. At the present session, the Comm ssion was working on the basis
of a new agenda which was still untested in practice. It would also be called
upon to deal with a nunmber of inmportant and urgent matters, such as the
preparations for the Wrld Conference on Racismor the restoration of
consensus on the right to devel opnent. Furthernore, many proposals put
forward by representatives of civil society al so deserved carefu
consideration. In the interests of the cause of human rights, it was
essential to do justice to each of those issues and to consider them

in a bal anced manner. As representatives of devel opi ng countries,

the 17 del egati ons on whose behal f he was speaking would wish to contribute
meani ngfully to pronoting the universality of human rights as part of a
col l ective endeavour involving all the countries of the world. In that
connection, they wi shed to point out that they would find it extrenely
difficult to take on additional substantive burdens w thout neglecting issues
al ready before the Comm ssion.

53. In submitting its report, the Bureau had fulfilled its mandate to nake
recommendations to the Commi ssion at its fifty-fifth session. It was now for
t he Comm ssion, when considering agenda item 20, to take a substantive

deci sion on how to proceed further. As the Bureau had pointed out in the
report, the rationalization of the work of the Commr ssion could only be
addressed by taking a careful ook at its network of subsidiary nechanisns as
a whole. The Comnm ssion should therefore take care not to repeat the m stakes
of the past by engaging in a selective consideration of sonme issues, while
negl ecting others and | osing sight of the | arger picture.

54, For all those reasons, it would be useful if the Bureau's report were
considered in a detailed and transparent manner by an open-ended

i nt ersessi onal working group proceeding on the principle of consensus. That
had traditionally been the procedure for dealing with i ssues which the

Conmi ssion as a whole could not consider in detail owing to tine limtations.
The argunent that such a procedure would nerely bl ock progress was

unf ounded, especially since the process of review of the Comm ssion's
mechani sms and net hods of work had al ready begun with the tabling of draft
resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L. 2/ Rev.1, subsequently withdrawn, at the fifty-fourth
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session. The 17 del egati ons on whose behal f he was speaking intended to table
a draft resolution calling for the establishment of a working group to
consider the report of the Bureau of the fifty-fourth session of the

Conmi ssion and other related proposals, a conpilation of which m ght perhaps
be prepared by the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights. The
proposed wor ki ng group woul d al so consider all related issues, including
transparency in negotiations, the Comm ssion's nethods of work, NGO
participation and the staffing policy of the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner
which were directly related to the effectiveness and snmooth functioning of the
Conmi ssion's mechani sis.

55. M. CHOADHURY (Bangl adesh) said that he believed the growing interest in
the Comm ssion's working procedures flowed largely fromthe need to nake the
Commi ssion and its human rights mechani sms nore responsive to the new demands
pl aced upon them The current session provided an opportunity for a clear
affirmation of general political will to rationalize the Commission's work in
the interest of making it nore coherent, nore flexible, nore creative and nore
effective on the eve of the third mllennium Wth that object in view, his
del egation associated itself with the statenent made on the item by the
representative of Sri Lanka on behalf of the Asian Group. GCenuine refornms in
the Comm ssion, whether relating to substantive discussions of agenda itens or
to worki ng methods, should aimat advancing human rights globally and on an
equal footing, in conformty with the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action which recogni zed the universality, indivisibility and interdependence
of all human rights. The spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action, which was founded upon objectivity, non-politicization

non-sel ectivity and transparency, needed to be maintained in the Comm ssion's
work. It was therefore essential that in condeming human rights violations
the Comm ssion should apply the same standards irrespective of where the

vi ol ati ons occurred.

56. The Comm ssion was, unfortunately, being accused in certain quarters of
| acki ng consistency in its decisions and of providing a forumfor sterile
confrontation. Such perceptions greatly underm ned the Commi ssion's
credibility. In reality, it was |lack of adequate consultation or dial ogue
that sometinmes led to situations of non-conpliance, or even to intransigence,
thus creating a vicious circle of confrontation and non-cooperation

which certainly did not serve the cause of human rights. Draft

resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.2 and its annex, submitted at the previous session
had been intended sinply to enphasize the nerits of cooperation, transparency
and consensus-building within the Comm ssion. The exercise of reflection on
the organi zati on of work shoul d provi de an opportunity to seek ways of
enhancing not nerely the effectiveness but also the credibility of the

Commi ssion. The recommendati ons made in that regard by the Bureau of the
fifty-fourth session deserved careful consideration

57. M. KESANG (Bhutan) said that his del egation attached great inportance
to inproving the nethods of work of the Commission. It was convinced that by
pronoti ng transparency, cooperation, dialogue and consensus-buil ding, the
Conmmi ssion would acquit itself nore effectively of its sole task, which was to
make human rights a reality for all
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58. The very conprehensive report of the Bureau of the fifty-fourth session
on the rationalization of the work of the Commi ssion (E/ CN.4/1999/104), as
wel |l as all other submi ssions by States in that context, should be considered
in a transparent and holistic manner with a view to arriving at consensus
decisions. His delegation fully supported the Indian representative's
proposal for the establishnment of an open-ended intersessional working group
to consider the Bureau's report and its rel ated subm ssions, and hoped that
the Comm ssion would give that proposal serious consideration

59. M. ALFONSO MARTI NEZ (Cuba) said that his delegation's views on the
Bureau's report had been duly reflected in the statement nmade by the
representative of India on behalf of 16 other countries including Cuba. He

wi shed, however, to el aborate on a few points which he considered to be
essential. No agenda item and particularly not agenda item 20, should
nonopol i ze the Conmmi ssion's attention to the detrinment of other itens.
Furthernore, the substance of the docunent prepared by the Bureau of the
fifty-fourth session could be considered in a thorough and transparent manner
only in plenary. That was why his del egation had formally proposed that at

| east one additional plenary meeting should be set aside for the consideration
of agenda item 20. That did not preclude the possibility of holding informa
consul tations on the methodol ogy that should be adopted in anal ysing the
Bureau's report, and, in particular, the procedure for taking decisions on the
poi nts of substance it contained. H s delegation, for its part, considered
that it would be preferable to adopt those decisions by consensus.

60. It further considered that if the Commr ssion w shed to enhance its
effectiveness and inmprove the quality of its work, it was obliged, as a
matter of urgency, to reformits working nmethods. In that connection, his

del egation felt that the Comm ssion should take account of the proposals

it had advanced at the precedi ng session, which were contained in the annex to
draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.2. Cuba was ready to collaborate fully with
all other delegations towards the rationalization of the Comm ssion's work.

61. M. AKRAM (Pakistan) said that, as the people of Kashmr knew only too
well, in the field of human rights there was always the risk of doing too
little too late. The Comm ssion's responsibility was so great and the

exi sting international instruments were so inperfect that there was al so the
further risk that States, groups or organizations m ght use human rights for
parti san ends, thus doing a disservice to the cause they clained to be

servi ng.

62. Wth regard to the report on the rationalization of the work of the
Commi ssi on prepared by the Bureau of the fifty-fourth session, which deserved
t hanks for carrying out that task, his del egation thought that the Conmi ssion
shoul d exami ne the report in a thorough and transparent manner and shoul d
arrive at consensus deci sions on the proposals contained in the report in the
i nterests of ensuring universal recognition and support for the human rights
mechani sis.

63. Speaki ng on behal f of the menber States of the Organization of the
Islam ¢ Conference (O C), he rem nded the Conm ssion that |Islamwas a

religion of peace which had enunci ated the concept of human rights nore

than 14 centuries earlier. The OC nenber States therefore found it extremely
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di sturbing that at recent sessions of the Comm ssion and the Sub-Conm ssion
attenpts had been made to misinterpret the divine tenets of Islamand to cast
Islamin the nost negative |ight possible. The O C did not seek in any way to
deny the right to freedom of expression; it sinply asked that the right be
exercised in a responsible manner. It therefore urged all parties to desist
fromattacking other religions or beliefs and to work in a spirit of
cooperation and respect of the various streans of thought represented within

t he Conmi ssi on.

64. The O C appreciated the efforts made by previ ous Comm ssion

chai rpersons, especially M. Selebi, to introduce transparency into the work
of the Comm ssion. However, a great deal still remained to be done to achieve
that goal, especially with regard to so-called “country resolutions”. Steps
shoul d be taken to ensure the w dest possible participation in the preparation
of resolutions adopted by the Comm ssion. There was also a need to exam ne
whet her the resolutions submtted to the Conmmi ssion neasured up to the

princi ples of non-selectivity and objectivity proclai ned by the Vienna
Conf er ence.

65. Wth regard to NGO participation in the work of the Comm ssion, the
menbers of the O C hoped that the Chairperson woul d ensure that the
established rules were duly observed. Furthernore, given the fact that npst
del egations of O C nenber States were small and could not take part in all the
wor k undert aken simultaneously during sessions, it was desirable that

consul tations or negotiations on draft resolutions or decisions should be
announced at | east 24 hours in advance and that such negotiations and

consul tati ons should be organized in such a way as to ensure the w dest
possi bl e participation

66. In conclusion, he said that the O C wel comed the report of the Bureau of
the fifty-fourth session on the rationalization of the work of the Conmi ssion
It shared the view that the Commi ssion and its mechani snms were in need of
reformand favoured a thorough and conprehensi ve consi derati on of al

proposals. The O C nenbers believed that an open-ended intersessional working
group should be set up to examine all those issues with a viewto arriving at
consensus deci si ons.

The neeting rose at 12.55 p. m




