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The public part of the neeting was called to order at 3.55 p.m

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUVMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS | N ANY PART
OF THE WORLD, | NCLUDI NG

(a) QUESTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N CYPRUS

(b) PROCEDURE ESTABLI SHED | N ACCORDANCE W TH ECONOM C AND SOCI AL
COUNCI L RESCLUTI ON 1503 (XLVIII)

(agenda item9) (continued) (E/CN. 4/1999/7, 25 to 27, 30 to 38, 40 to 43, 107,
117, 119, 121, 125 to 127, 129 to 137 and 139; E/CN.4/1999/NGO 3, 11, 12, 16
to 20, 29 and 61; S/1998/581; A/ 53/402, 490 and 539)

1. The CHAI RPERSON said that, in accordance with established practice, she
wi shed to announce that the Comm ssion had exami ned in closed meetings the
human rights situation in Chad, the Ganbia, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone
and Yeren under Economni c and Soci al Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII).

2. The Conmi ssion had decided to discontinue consideration under Counci
resol ution 1503 (XLVII1) of the human rights situation in the Ganbia, Nepal
Saudi Arabia and Yenmen. In conformty wth paragraph 8 of Counci

resolution 1503 (XLVIII1), nmenbers of the Comm ssion should not nake any
reference in public debate to the confidential decisions taken under that
resolution or to any confidential material relating to those countries.

3. In the case of Chad, the Conmi ssion had decided to discontinue

consi deration of the human rights situation under the 1503 procedure. During
consi deration of agenda item 19 entitled “Advisory services and technica
cooperation in the field of human rights”, she would read out the text agreed
upon by the Commission with regard to Chad.

4, In view of the gravity of the situation of human rights in Sierra Leone,
the Comm ssion had decided to continue its consideration of the situation in
that country under the public procedure. It had al so decided that the text of

the deci sion adopted should be nade public as a resolution of the Comm ssion
under agenda item9. She then read out resolution 1999/1 concerning the
situation of human rights in Sierra Leone.

5. She invited the Comm ssion to resume its discussion of agenda
item9 (a).
6. M. CHELIA (Argentina) commended the Secretary-Ceneral's report on

Cyprus (E/CN.4/1999/25), especially the welcone results of the “shuttle talks”
and the efforts of the United Nations Peace-Keeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP).
Hi s del egati on was nonet hel ess concerned about the human rights situation in
that country. A solution should be found, based on international |aw and the
i nternational human rights instruments, whereby Cyprus would be a generally
recogni zed sovereign State. H s delegation favoured a federati on between the
two Cypriot conmunities, rather than total or partial union with any other
State or any formof partition or secession
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7. There had been certain inprovements but many of the restrictions on
Greek Cypriots and Maronites resident in the north remained. It was al so

regrettable that inplenmentation of the 31 July 1997 agreenent was stil
proving difficult. He called on both parties to conply with the rel evant
resolutions of the General Assenmbly, the Security Council and the Comr ssion
in the interests of a negotiated solution guaranteeing all the people of
Cyprus the full enjoyment of their fundamental rights.

8. M. PALI HAKKARA (Sri Lanka) said that, in 1997, his Government had
acceded to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, despite the canpaign of terrorism being waged by one of the
nost ruthless groups in the world. Sri Lanka was a party to 14 internationa
human rights instrunents and scrupul ously respected its duty of reporting to,
and reacting to the recomendations of, the commttee set up under those
instruments. Full access was provided to the International Commttee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) and to a | arge nunber of national and internationa

humani tari an organi zations, despite the fact that the terrorists often m sused
the presence of such organizations for propaganda purposes.

9. The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances woul d
shortly be visiting the country and would be able to see for itself how

i nvestigative action could be foll owed through even in tinmes of conflict. The
Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Sri Lanka had becone operational in 1998 and had

al ready established 10 regional offices. Its resources had been increased by
nearly 80 per cent to support the planned expansion of its activities.

10. Hi s CGovernnment would continue its |ong-standing policy of providing
humani tari an services and essential supplies to persons in the areas affected
by the terrorismof the Liberation Tigers of Tam | Eelam (LTTE). Al the
Government's human rights policies had to be seen in the context of the threat
posed by the LTTE, which openly advocated the ethnic segregation of the
country against the will of their own comunity.

11. Despite those chall enges, his Governnent was prepared to undertake
deterrent action against nmenbers of the security forces who comrtted human

ri ghts abuses. The past year had seen sone significant executive and judicia
deci si ons upholding the rule of [aw, which had brought about salutary results.
The puni shnent of offenders preserved the good nane of the professiona

sol diers constituting the vast majority of the armed forces, which had
conducted difficult operations with mnimmcivilian casualties.

12. Hi s Covernnent had persisted in its efforts to pronote constitutiona
ref orm and devol ution of power as a neans of addressing the ethnic issues in
the country. The LTTE had single-mndedly thwarted all such efforts. His
Government was, however, willing to enter into negotiations with the LTTE, if
the group denonstrated its readiness in a verifiable way to renounce its
terrorist canpaign. There were no easy solutions to the political problens

t hat brought about viol ence or were brought about by violence, but his
Government had done its best to address the resulting human rights probl ens,
Wi th some success. It was determ ned to pursue the denocratic path demanded
by its electorate; terrorismwould not reverse the process.
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13. M. KB M AL-THANI (Qatar) drew attention to the deteriorating human
rights situation in southern Lebanon and western Bekaa as a result of the

I sraeli occupation. The inhabitants of the region were subjected every day to
viol ations of all the provisions of the international human rights

i nstruments. The Israeli forces destroyed houses, fields and crops and pl aced
obstacles in the way of any attenpts at a normal |life. Collective punishments
were inposed on comunities, many inhabitants were expelled and others

| angui shed for nonths or even years in prison canps. The internationa
comunity should put pressure on the Israeli Governnent to withdraw its
troops, in accordance with the rel evant Security Council resolution, and
enabl e Lebanon to regain its sovereignty.

14. M. JAKUBOASKI (Pol and), having endorsed the statenment on behal f of the

Eur opean Uni on, said that the human rights nmovenent had hardly been successfu

in termnating human rights abuse. Daily television imges of atrocities were
a sad testinmony of what humans were capable of doing to their fellows. Wile

the human rights issue was ultimtely a national one, grow ng interdependence

and gl obalization neant that it had acquired an international dinension. The

i nternational comunity had a noral obligation to intervene when human rights

wer e abused.

15. Human rights violations were perpetrated for various reasons and were
not always directly attributable to the Government of the country concerned.
Oten Governments were not indifferent to the i ssue nor unreceptive to

i nternational cooperation; they sinply |acked the neans to inplenment the
rights in question. 1In such cases, assistance should be given.

16. It was quite another matter when human rights were viol ated

del i berately, because Governnents refused to tolerate any dissent. That was
the reality prevailing in the remai ni ng Communi st countries. It was right for
the Comm ssion to speak out on such matters. In many instances tangible
results had been achi eved thereby.

17. M. PIRZADA (Pakistan) said that there was no situation of gross and
systematic violation of human rights in Pakistan. There were no restrictions
on human rights organi zations visiting the country and reporting their
findings. There were no closed regions to which such organi zati ons were

deni ed access.

18. Enormous difficulties existed, however, and his Government had
undertaken steps to inprove the human rights situation. Initiatives had been
taken to protect the rights of wonen and children, and particularly to

eradi cate exploitative child labour within a specific tinme-frane. Reforns
were being introduced in the police forces of the Punjab and Sindh; it was
hoped that they m ght serve as a nodel for the other provinces.

19. The judiciary was absolutely independent, as was reflected in the

| andmar k j udgenents declaring certain sensitive enactnents to be ultra vires
and therefore void, since they ran counter to fundanental rights. The

Gover nment had respected those deci sions.

20. The issue of human rights could not be divorced fromthat of the
realization of the right to devel opment. To create an enabling environnent
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therefor, the follow ng neasures were essential: the commitnents entered into
at recent United Nations world conferences should be inplenented; the presence
or absence of equity considerations in the international trade regime and the
deci si on- maki ng net hods of international financial and devel opnment
institutions should be reviewed and the Comm ssion should recomrend t hat
policies for global econom c¢c management should not negate the right to

devel opnent for all

21. Paki stan faced continuing subversion through acts of terrorism sabotage
and political murder, perpetrated as retribution for his country's support for
the legitimte struggle of the Kashmri people. That canpaign was paralleled

by a propaganda war based on malicious disinformation agai nst Pakistan in the

i nternational human rights arena

22. The peopl e of Janmu and Kashmir faced systematic repression by a

hal f-mllion strong arnmy of occupation, which had violated the entire ganut of
human rights, and Indian |aws granted imunity to the perpetrators of such
crimes. The Indian national human rights institution was not allowed to

i nvestigate excesses conmtted by arny personnel

23. Hi s CGovernnent was conmitted to sincere talks |leading to an early
solution of the dispute and the Prine Mnisters of Pakistan and India had net.
Neverthel ess, basel ess all egati ons agai nst Paki stan conti nued to be made by a
coterie of so-called non-governnmental organizations (NGO3s) financed by Indian
intelligence agencies.

24, The situation in Kosovo underlined the need for the protection of human
rights in armed conflicts. Principles or guidelines for States and ot her
parties to conflicts should, perhaps, be adopted. They should include a cal
for a scrupulous regard for international humanitarian |law, a standing right
for all human rights mechanisns to visit any occupied territory or situation
of armed conflict; the appointnent of a special rapporteur on human rights
violations in such territories; the stationing of field m ssions; and freedom
for the population of the territory to conmunicate with human rights

organi zations and United Nations nmechani sns.

25. The Comm ssion should not become an arena for cultural confrontation
Resol utions subnmitted for donestic consunption only were an abuse of the
process. Priority nmust be given to devel oping the Comm ssion into a forumfor
constructive di al ogue and international cooperation. The forthcom ng

i nprovenents in the human rights machi nery woul d be wel cone.

26. M. KANAVIN (Norway) said that a |lasting and equitable solution to the
situation in Yugoslavia could be found only through political processes based
on respect for denocracy and human rights. The violations in Kosovo nust be
strongly condemmed and the perpetrators held accountable. Norway currently
hel d the Chair of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OCSCE), which was focusing its efforts on pronoting peace and stability

t hr oughout the former Yugosl avi a.

27. The nopst serious human rights violations tended to occur during interna
conflicts, as in the cases of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo and
Sierra Leone. As Rwanda energed fromthe trauma of the genocide that had
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occurred five years previously, his del egation shared the concern of the
Speci al Rapporteur on that country regarding the adm nistration of justice and
respect for human rights there. |In Burundi, the internal process and the
Arusha tal ks offered hope for a transition to a nore denocratic Government and
greater respect for human rights. H's Governnent was prepared to support
capacity-building efforts in that area.

28. While the situation in the Sudan remai ned serious, his del egation
appreci ated the cooperation extended to the Special Rapporteur on that country
during his recent visit. No tangible inprovenent to the human rights
situation in Afghanistan could be identified, particularly as far as wonen's
participation in the country's life was concerned, and he supported the
Secretary-Ceneral's proposal to send a mssion to investigate reports of human
rights violations by the warring factions and to deploy civilian nonitors
through the United Nations Special Mssion to Afghani stan (UNSMA). The human
rights situation in Iraq remai ned depl orable, and his Governnment urged the
Iragi Government to conmply with the commitnents it had freely undertaken under
i nternational human rights treaties and international |aw.

29. Recent devel opnments in Myanmar showed that the Government there was
persisting in its violations of human rights. He called upon that Governnent
to release all political prisoners, lift the restrictions on the activities of

the National League for Dempcracy (NLD) and on Aung San Suu Kyi's contacts and
freedom of novenment, and end the political and humanitarian oppressi on which
was causing flows of ethnic mnority refugees to neighbouring countries. The
Gover nment of Myanmar should enter into a dialogue with Aung San Suu Kyi and
the representatives of the denocratic opposition and ethnic mnorities, and to
initiate a transition to denocracy.

30. Norway valued its bilateral dial ogues and cooperation in the field of
human rights, which it viewed as conplenentary to its activities in
multilateral forunms. |t had been engaged in a dial ogue on human rights with

Chi na since 1993 and was pleased to note that China had undertaken new human
rights commtnents and begun to inplement prior commtments nore effectively
over the past year, a fact which made the recent arrests and summary trials in
that country all the nmore worrying. The situation in China could be inproved
further through action in such areas as the treatnment of prisoners, the death
penalty and freedom of religion or belief, and he wel coned the invitation
extended to the Special Rapporteur on torture to visit that country. The
human rights situation in Tibet remained disturbing, and he appealed to the
Governnment of China to respect the ethnic, cultural and religious identity of
Ti betans and to ratify the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts.

31. Norway valued its human rights di alogue with Turkey, particularly at the
NGO | evel , which focused attention on the rights of the Kurdish popul ation

It also considered, however, that the Council of Europe was an appropriate
forum for addressing the human rights situation in Turkey at the internationa
I evel. Norway al so engaged in a constructive bilateral dial ogue on human
rights with Cuba.

32. Wil e the recent negotiations under the auspices of the
Secretary-Ceneral between Indonesia and Portugal on the future status of
East Tinor were a cause for optim sm he was concerned at the recent increase
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in tension and violence in the territory. Simlarly, while the decline in the
nunber of human rights violations by the armed forces and the police in

Col ombi a was wel cone, the persistence of violent acts by paramlitary groups
and the difficult situation of human rights defenders remai ned a source of
concern. The situation of freedom of expression in Zanbia and Zi nbabwe was

al so worrying

33. The recent |ocal elections were one of several positive devel opnents in
the Islam c Republic of Iran, although reformwas needed to nake the | ega
system consi stent with internationally accepted standards. The situation of
several mnority groups remai ned unsatisfactory, and inpunity in respect of
political violence nust be ended. He urged the Iranian Governnment to invite
the Special Representative to visit the country.

34. Drawi ng attention to Saudi Arabia's failure to neet internationa
standards in the adm nistration of justice and to the country's discrimnation
agai nst wonen, he urged that country to become a party to the principal human
rights treaties and to strengthen its cooperation with the United Nations in
that area

35. In Canbodia, a culture of inpunity prevailed. The rule of |law had to be
strengt hened and the independence of the judiciary respected. Canbodi an

| eaders responsible for violations of international humanitarian | aw should be
hel d accountable for their actions.

36. The Governnent of Algeria should do nore to protect the personal safety
of its population and should respect human rights when conbating terrorism

He wel comed the decision to invite the International Comrittee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) to visit the country and urged the Governnent to extend
invitations also to the Special Rapporteurs dealing with extrajudicial

summary or arbitrary executions and torture. The Governnent should al so
establish a central registry to record all cases of m ssing persons and ensure
that those who perpetrated human rights violations were brought to justice.

37. M. Man Soon CHANG (Republic of Korea) said he was concerned that many
countries refused to receive special rapporteurs or to cooperate with them
and he urged those Governnments to accept the Conmi ssion's scrutiny. Despite
the end of the cold war, many parts of the world continued to witness armed
conflicts and repressive reginmes characterized by human rights viol ations.
Such violations were often hidden fromthe international community or played
down as reflecting national “particularities”. He urged the |eaders of such
regimes to ensure the fundanmental human rights of their people.

38. In the former Yugoslavia, many civilians had been victimzed by ethnic
intolerance, with the safety of the civilian population in Kosovo a source of
particul ar concern. Horrifying human rights abuses al so occurred in sonme
parts of Africa, including Sierra Leone and the G eat Lakes region. In

Af ghani stan, the systematic violation of the human rights of wonen and girls
was ranmpant. He noted, in that connection, that the eradication of all forns
of discrimnation on the basis of sex was an inportant priority for the

i nternational comunity.
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39. However, positive devel opments had occurred in several countries. The
recent elections in Nigeria offered a good exanpl e of how denocratic rule
could help lay a solid foundation for respecting human rights. The efforts of
the Iranian Governnent to inprove human rights were al so commendabl e.

40. VWhile it could not claimthat its own human rights record was fl aw ess,

t he Republic of Korea had worked diligently to develop denocracy in paralle
with a market econony. G eater enphasis was being placed on individual rights
and on support for efforts to address human rights problens in the world. His
Government planned to establish an i ndependent human rights comr ssion by the
end of the year and intended to inprove | egislation ainmed at preventing human
rights violations and discrimnation in any form

41. M. HOSSAIN (Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

Af ghani stan), introducing his report(E/ CN. 4/1999/40), said that talks

i nvol ving the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General had been initiated on

14 March 1999 to explore the prospects for peace, and another round of talks
woul d shortly be held. The peace-building effort posed daunting chal |l enges,
gi ven the significant destruction of the country's infrastructure, the |arge
nunbers of refugees and internally displaced persons, w despread health and
nutrition problens, the particularly difficult circunmstances of wonmen and the
fact that the country had become the world' s | argest narcotics producer

42. When the 1998 interimreport of the previous Special Rapporteur had been
sent to the representatives of Taliban, they had contested its allegations of
viol ati ons of human rights, stating that those incidents had not been verified
and that no nmention had been made of cases in which unarnmed Tal i ban had been
tortured. While the Taliban representatives had appeal ed to the humanitarians
of the world to heal the wounds of the Afghans, he had insisted that such
heal i ng was contingent upon an end to human rights violations.

43. He had visited Kabul from 16 to 18 March 1999 and had al so visited

I sl amabad and Peshawar, where he had met a cross-section of Afghan refugees.
During his visit to Kabul, he had been inforned that |aw and order had been
restored to a degree where people could carry on with some aspects of their
daily lives, even though a curfew was inposed at 9 p.m He had al so been
informed that restrictions on wonen's rights had been rel axed sonmewhat and
that girls would enjoy greater access to education once war-danmaged school s
were reopened. An exenmption fromthe restriction on the enploynent of wonen
in urban areas had been granted to needy w dows.

44, I ncreased humanitari an assi stance was sought for those efforts which, it
was argued, would contribute to inproving the human rights situation in the
country. However, a nore conprehensive assessnment of the human rights
situation would be required to evaluate the validity of that argunment, an
effort that would entail further visits by hinself and, ideally, the thematic
speci al rapporteurs on extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary executions, torture
and vi ol ence agai nst wonen. United Nations investigations of the nmassacres

m ght also yield material that would be useful for such an assessnent.

45, I mproving the overall human rights situation nust involve all segnents
of the Afghan people in a process ained at establishing a broad-based,
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multi-ethnic and fully representative CGovernnent. Such a process would
require the support of the international comrunity, in accordance with the
recommendati ons contai ned in paragraphs 28 to 32 of his report.

46. That process nmust have a human rights focus, and the Secretary-Cenera
shoul d ensure that all United Nations activities in Afghanistan reflected the
princi pl e of non-discrimnation agai nst wonen and a gender perspective. Al
parties to the Afghan conflict should be urged to reaffirmpublicly that they
were committed to safeguarding internationally recognized human rights and to
preventing human rights abuses. |In addition, the flow of arms should be
stopped, as it was feared that the onset of spring mght see a resunption of
the conflict.

47. M. TANDAR (Observer for Afghanistan) said that, as the Specia
Rapporteur had been appointed only recently and had had a very limted time in
which to prepare and subnmit his report to the Comm ssion, the document was
nore a summary of United Nations activities in Afghanistan than a report on
the situation of human rights there. 1In fact, the report gave virtually no

i ndi cation of the current human rights situation

48. Wth regard to the right to life and personal safety, thousands of
civilians - chiefly wonen, children and el derly persons belonging to the
Shiite and Hazara mnorities - had been killed or had di sappeared in the
northern part of the country during the Taliban offensive in the sumer

of 1998 and nenbers of other mnorities were being held hostage. Sone

80 per cent of all prisoners being held by the Taliban were not prisoners of
war but civilians who had been rounded up for use as bargai ni ng chips.

49. Rel i gi ous i ntol erance was di spl ayed agai nst Afghan Shiites and wonen;
forced conversions had occurred, and the head of the Taliban had decl ared that
Shiites were not Muslins. Many persons had been condemmed to death on the
grounds of their presuned sexual orientation

50. Vi ol ence agai nst wonen and girls and serious curtailnent of their rights
conti nued unabated, yet none of that was nentioned in the report. To the
Tal i ban, the role of wonen was to satisfy nmen and bear children, a situation
which clearly had a negative inpact on society in general and on enjoynent of
the right to developnent in particular. Sociological studies showed that

i mproved living standards were closely |inked to wonen's | evel of education
and participation in public Iife. Unfortunately, education in Afghanistan
suffered fromthe fact that women could no | onger teach, and it had becone
difficult even for boys to study.

51. The Tal i ban had made Af ghanistan into a base for internationa
terrorism and the Afghan people bore the brunt of the mlitary activities
carried out within the country by mercenaries fighting al ongside the Taliban
The drug culture also threatened the future of the country and the only way
the conflict in Afghanistan could be ended was through denocracy and an
expression of the people's will.

52. M. EFTYCH QU (Observer for Cyprus) said that, alnost 25 years after its
i nvasi on and occupation of 37 per cent of the territory of Cyprus, Turkey
continued to maintain nore than 35,000 arned troops there. As a result of the
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i nvasi on, al nost 200, 000 peopl e had been forced to abandon their hones in the
area occupi ed by the Turkish arnmy and had become refugees in their own
country. Not a single inch of territory had been relinquished, not a single
di spl aced person had been allowed to return hone. O the 20,000 G eek
Cypriots who, in 1974, had managed to remain in their honmes in the occupied
area, only 628 still remained; the others had left as a result of pressure,
discrimnation and restrictions. Hundreds of religious and archaeol ogi ca
monument s had been destroyed, |ooted or otherw se abused.

53. Only 60,000 of the 120,000 Turkish Cypriots who had been living in
Cyprus in 1974 were still there, but 114,000 Turkish settlers had been

planted in the occupied area of Cyprus in furtherance of Turkey's col onization
policy - a fact which gave the lie to its assertions that it had invaded
Cyprus to protect the Turkish Cypriot comunity.

54. The rel evant United Nations resol utions and hi gh-1evel agreenments

of fered a sound basis for achieving a just and viable solution to the Cyprus
probl em but there was a | ack of the necessary political will on the part of
States to denonstrate on the ground that their respect for human rights was
nmore than lip-service. Human rights should be respected and observed in
practice in Cyprus and el sewhere, and the reasons for their violation renoved.

55. M. AL-HADDAD (Observer for Bahrain) said that respect for human rights
and the conprehensive devel opnment of a society were inextricably Iinked.

Bahrai n's achi evenents in the human devel opnent field had come about against a
backdrop of limted resources, a rapidly grow ng popul ati on and hi gh

popul ation density. Citizens enjoyed direct personal access to the Amr and
to government officials, and there was wi despread public discussion of
essential issues.

56. H s Government believed in international cooperation for the pronotion
of human rights, and had, in 1998, acceded to the Convention against Torture
and ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading Treatnent or Punishment. It had,

however, repeatedly cautioned agai nst the cynical abuse of international human
ri ghts machinery.

57. M. FRANCO (Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Sudan), introducing his report (E/ CN. 4/1999/38), said that, as nmentioned in
par agraph 12 of the report, he planned to submit a substantive witten report
in the near future. For the moment, he would give the Comm ssion a brief
summary of its contents. His first mssion to the Sudan had taken place in
February 1999. He had visited Khartoum and both governnent-held and
rebel-held territories in the southern Sudan. The cooperation of the
Government of the Sudan and the open and frank di al ogue mai ntai ned throughout
had greatly facilitated his m ssion

58. The inplications for the situation of human rights and the transition to
denocracy of the new Constitution adopted in April 1998 and the new Law on
Political Parties of January 1999 were prom nent topics of his discussions

wi th government authorities, representatives of civil society and of the

i nternational comunity in Khartoum Sone believed that they were the sign of
a new and promnising political nomentum while others regarded themsinply as a
further device to enable the official party to remain in power.
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59. VWil e the adoption of the Constitution was not the cul mnation of a
process based on a broad political consensus, the Bill of Rights it contained

shoul d be acknow edged as a positive step, provided that it was underpi nned by
measures to ensure the transition to a denocratic system based on the rul e of
I aw.

60. The adoption of the new Constitution had been overshadowed, however, by
the curtail ment of political freedons: frequent reports had been received in
1998 of abuses such as arbitrary arrest and detention, targeting in particular
human ri ghts advocates and political, religious and student |eaders. All too
frequently, torture was used and sone victins had died as a result. Such
human rights abuses could not but underm ne confidence in the Governnent's
stated intent to introduce |legal institutional reforns conducive to a
denocratic system The role of the State security agencies should be
restricted, in view of the fact that they were directly responsible for

vi ol ati ons of human rights.

61. There was no doubt that the war had a disproportionately high inpact on
the civilian popul ation, conducted as it was in total disregard of human
rights and the principles of humanitarian aw. Viol ations were being
perpetrated by all the parties involved, with the Government and the groups
under its control bearing the |argest share of responsibility. It was
essentially such violations, coupled with the effects of El Ni fio, that had
triggered the 1998 famine in the Bahr-el-Ghazal region since the years of war
had eroded the social and econom c infrastructure in southern Sudan, creating
the preconditions for cyclical hunger and precarious health.

62. The probl em of slavery had been revived and exacerbated; the Government
had used nomad Arab tribesnen fromthe north to escort a mlitary supply train
to a garrison town, and in return for their services, they had been given a
free hand to attack the civilian population and to abduct wonen and chil dren
who were taken north as forced | abour. The Covernnent of the Sudan shoul d
accept a nultilateral investigation into the causes of slavery and into ways
and neans of securing its eradication

63. VWhile the main priority for the international conmmunity should be to
gi ve continued support to all efforts to achieve a durable peace in the Sudan
i mredi ate measures to inprove human rights were both necessary and feasible.
The first responsibility lay with the Governnment and the Sudan Peopl es

Li beration Arny (SPLA), which nust respect the rules of humanitarian law. He
had addressed recomendati ons to both parties. There should also be a

per manent United Nations human rights presence in the Sudan

64. M. ELMJFTI (Sudan) said one of the major shortcom ngs of the Special
Rapporteur's report was that it failed adequately to note the practical steps
the Governnent had taken to bring about peace. The Sudan Peace Agreenent of
April 1997 had resolved all the controversial issues to the satisfaction of

all parties, despite the refusal of the SPLA to signit. |If the Specia
Rapporteur had anal ysed the reasons for the SPLA refusal to sign it and to
extend the ceasefire, he would have reached the obvious conclusion that it was
the SPLA that was responsible for the continuation of the arnmed conflict in
the Sudan and thus for all the conflict-related violations of human rights.

65. The Speci al Rapporteur had rightly noted that the nobst inportant
devel opnent of the past year had been the adoption of the new Constitution
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enshrining nost of the rights set forth in the International Covenant on Civi
and Political Rights, supplenented by a new |l aw on political parties that had
resulted in nore than 30 parties being registered for participation in the
forthcom ng elections. As he had also noted, those devel opments had taken
place in the context of greater toleration of political expression and nore
political debate in the press.

66. The Governnent had done everything it could and the Special Rapporteur's
remar ks regarding the revision of existing |legislation were unjustified, since
all the necessary instrunents had al ready been submitted to Parlianent. The
transition to denocracy could not be achi eved overnight. The Specia
Rapporteur had, however, adopted an idealistic and academ c approach when
comenting on the new Constitution

67. H s Government, which fully accepted the Special Rapporteur's
recommendation that it adopt inplenentation nmeasures to ensure the transition
to a political system based on the rule of law, was also fully comritted to
conpliance with the Geneva Conventions and, in that connection, expected the
Speci al Rapporteur to condemm the recent nurder of four Sudanese relief

wor kers by the SPLA. It also fully endorsed his recomendati ons in connection
with torture, since it was the Government's policy to take all necessary
measures to prevent torture and to ensure pronpt and inpartial investigation
of allegations of torture.

68. It was nost unfortunate that the Special Rapporteur had referred to
al l egations of slavery, since his findings contradicted the concl usions of
credi ble international figures who had visited the Sudan and had spent
consi derable tinme | ooking into the allegations.

69. His Covernnent reiterated its objection to a United Nations human rights
field presence, in the belief that building national capacities was much nore
effective and far | ess expensive.

70. During his visit, the Special Rapporteur had submitted to the Governnent
alist containing all the 166 allegations of detention of which he had been
informed. After careful scrutiny, the Governnment had been able to
substantiate that 110 of the allegations were totally unfounded; that 45 were
no | onger valid since the persons concerned had been rel eased, and that the
remai ning 11 were unfounded because the persons concerned were facing ordinary
crimnal charges, their identity was not known to the Special Rapporteur, the
al l egations had already been clarified by the Government or they were a
repetition of cases already listed.

71. Lastly, the Governnment had hoped that the Special Rapporteur would
express his views regarding the unjustified bonbing by the United States of
America of the Al -Shiefa factory but, surprisingly, he had sinply noted the
Government's position wi thout any conment.

Statements in exercise of the right of reply

72. M. TEKLE (Observer for Eritrea) said that the statenent on behal f of

t he European Union had sinply asked for a comritnent by both the countries

i nvol ved to a peaceful solution of the Ethiopian-Eritrean conflict on the
basi s of the Framework Agreenent of the Organi zation of African Unity (QAU),
but the observer for Ethiopia had evaded the issue. That observer nust state
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unequi vocal | y whet her his Governnent was ready to start negotiations on the
basi s of the OAU Framework Agreenent; whether it was prepared to inplenent the
repeated calls by the Security Council for an i mredi ate ceasefire; and whet her
it was unreservedly comritted to the sanctity of col onial borders.

73. The Et hi opi an assertion that the OAU, the United Nations and the rest of
the world had treated Eritrea as the aggressor also bore no relationship to
the truth. No QAU or United Nations docunent had | abelled Eritrea as the
aggressor, but the Security Council had “regretted” that Ethiopia was “stil
continuing its mlitary actions”.

74. On 5 February 1999, the Covernnent of Ethiopia had announced that
Eritrea had bonbed the town of Adigrat, but European Union representatives had
been deni ed pernmission to visit the alleged bonbing site because, they were
told by the Ethiopian Prime Mnister, there was no transport and the place was
too dangerous. When they had insisted that they were ready to take the risk
and woul d arrange their own transport, he had told themthat he had been

“m sinformed” about the bombi ng. Subsequently, however, the Foreign M nister
had i nsisted that the bonbing had taken pl ace.

75. M. MERIC (Observer for Turkey) said that the statenent by the observer
for G eece was an attenpt to whitewash the fact that a terrorist, who had
mast er mi nded nore than 100,000 crines in Turkey, had stayed in a G eek Enbassy
as a guest of honour. The booklet nentioned by the observer for G eece was
merely docunentation of G eece's conplicity with the terrorismof the Kurdish
Workers' Party (PKK), conpiled from neutral sources.

76. The observer for Greece had al so clained perfection for G eece's human
rights standards. However, the Turkish mnority in Western Thrace, which had
been granted minority status under the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, found itself
in a deplorable situation in which its nmenbers could not be sure of their
security, were subjected to repression in the fields of education and
religion, could not carry out their professions, obtain driving |licenses or
get permission to repair their own houses. Their cultural heritage was being
del i berately destroyed. The story of the Turkish mnority in G eece
denonstrated Greece's hypocrisy when it criticized the human rights practices
of others.

77. M. MAHMOOD (Observer for Iraq) said that human rights should not be
politicized and doubl e standards should not be used in connection with

humani tarian i ssues. The representatives of Canada and Norway and the
observer for New Zeal and had referred to allegations of violations of human
rights, basing thenselves on the report by the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Irag (E/ CN. 4/1999/37), which had been refuted by
his del egati on. The del egati ons concerned shoul d have been rather nore
objective and referred to the genoci de bei ng perpetrated against lraq. The
nost fundanental of human rights - the right to life - was being violated by
t he enbargo, which had caused the deaths of nore than 1.5 mllion people and
had brought great suffering on both the current and future generations. The
del egati ons concerned shoul d al so have spoken about the destructive effect of
the use of forbidden weapons, which had been enpl oyed agai nst the people of
Iraq, and about the use of enriched uranium Those were the realities and
truths they should have taken into account when tal king about human rights in
Irag.
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78. M. ABEBE (Observer for Ethiopia) said that the observer for Eritrea had
once again vilified Ethiopia. H's propaganda was intended to divert
international attention fromthe rapidly deteriorating situation of Ethiopian
nationals in Eritrea. The regine there had recently intensified its bruta
acts agai nst such nationals. Just one day after the Comm ssion's current
sessi on had begun, the Governnment of Eritrea, without notifying the ICRC and
wi t hout the know edge of the Governnment of Ethiopia, had i nhumanely deported
2,500 Ethiopian nationals and dunped them at the border town of Hunmera near
the war zone, deliberately exposing themto risk.

79. The border areas where the deportees had been dunped by the regi ne were
hot spots of fighting and heavily m ned; the deportees were |left to be mai med
or killed or to starve to death. Nevertheless, the Eritrean authorities

wi shed the world to believe that the Ethiopian deportees were crossing a
heavily fortified and m ned border of their own free will. 1t was part of
their usual contenptuous and insulting attitude towards the internationa
conmuni ty.

80. The right to live in peace in one's own country had been blatantly
viol ated for thousands of Ethiopian nationals still under illegal Eritrean
occupation. They had been forced out of their hones and their farm ands;
Eritrean nationality had been i nmposed on them against their will; their |and
had been sown with anti-personnel |andm nes indiscrimnately deployed by the
Eritrean CGovernnent; they had been killed, tortured, arbitrarily detai ned and
forcibly deported in an i nhuman manner. The Eritrean Governnment had

per petrated such heinous acts in order to change the denography of the areas
it had illegally occupied. The international comunity nust condemn such
crimnal acts and demand that Eritrea refrain fromcomitting them and hold
accountable all those responsible for war crines.

81. M. MANOUSAKIS (Observer for G eece) said he wished to reiterate that
Greece did not support terrorismand categorically rejected the Turkish
accusations relating to alleged support of PKK activity. The plight of the
Kurds was primarily a human rights issue and, as such, deserved the undivided
attention of the international community. Resolution of that issue should be
sought through peaceful neans. Respect for human rights was the key el enent
inits settlenent, and Turkey shoul d take the necessary steps to that end.
Terrorismcould not be used as a pretext for commtting violations of human
rights and grave breaches of international humanitarian |aw

82. Turning to the question of the status of the Muslimmnority in Thrace,
he said that, while it had numbered 80, 000 when the Treaty of Lausanne had
been signed in 1923, it currently nunbered 100,000. The Muslimmnority in
Thrace enjoyed all freedons and guarantees, as well as full equality with al
Greek citizens. The facts spoke for themsel ves. By the sane token, however
Turkey's performance was very poor indeed. In 1923, the nunber of G eeks
living in Istanbul had been 150,000. There were currently only 3,000. No one
coul d ever believe that those people had left of their own free will.

The neeting rose at 6.10 p.m




