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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

STATEMENT BY MRS. ANNA LI NDH, M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF SWEDEN

1. Ms. LINDH (Sweden) said that despite sone progress - the decision to
establish an International Crimnal Court, the adoption of a Declaration on
Human Ri ghts Defenders, and increased public awareness about human rights
coinciding with the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights - many viol ations of human rights were still commtted throughout the
wor | d.

2. In Kosovo a new tragedy of ethnic cleansing was unfol ding and the
refugees were nunbered in thousands. In Turkey, the Kurdi sh people were

denied their rights. The Turkish Governnent, which should engage in a

di al ogue with the denocratic forces anong the Kurdish people, had instead
recently banned the Denocratic Party of the Masses, an organization not |inked
to the PKK. In China dissidents were being sent to prison. 1In Sierra Leone
children were being used as soldiers and mainmed. |In Col onbia human rights
defenders, particularly trade unionists, were being killed. 1In the Islamc
Republic of Iran authors were being killed on account of their witings. 1In
all parts of the world mllions of refugees had | ost everything - country,
home, and job - and no | onger had access to education or nedical care. It
must not be forgotten that responsibility for ensuring respect for human
rights rested primarily with States.

3. It was inportant to give prom nence to the rights of the child. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which, it was to be hoped, woul d becone
the first universally ratified convention by the tine of its tenth

anni versary, was yet to be universally applied. Throughout the world,
children continued to suffer serious violations of their rights:

300, 000 children were recruited as soldiers in arnmed conflicts, 11 million
were victinms of prostitution and sex trafficking, 250 mllion were used as
child labour, 160 mllion suffered from hunger and starvation, 125 nillion
were deprived of education and 25 mllion were denied a home country. Those
children were to be found in rich as well as poor countries, in the North as
well as the South. Sweden's former Premier, M. Ingvar Carlsson, had been one
of the prime nmovers behind the World Summit for Children held in 1990. It was
now time to assess the progress made and establish the agenda for future
action. One objective was education, a field in which great progress had been
made. On the question of child soldiers, Sweden was of the view that a
mnimumage limt of 18 years should be established for recruitnent. It urged
all States to agree to an optional protocol to the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child covering that question

4, The right to life was a fundanental right, and the death penalty was
unacceptable. VWhile the fact that countries such as Azerbaijan, Bulgaria and
Li t huani a had abol i shed capital punishnent was to be welcomed, it was
regrettable that in others - such as the United States of Anerica, China and
Saudi Arabia - persons continued to be executed in circunmstances that were not
always in conformty with international standards. It was also regrettable
that some States, such as Ukraine and the Philippines, were considering
reintroducing the death penalty.
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5. Torture continued to be practised in a | arge number of countries. It
was the responsibility of Governments to bring the perpetrators to justice.
The Swedi sh authorities were follow ng closely the measures taken in Turkey,
Myanmar, |srael and the Palestinian territories to curtail that practice. She
al so wel conmed China's invitation to the Special Rapporteur on the question of
torture to visit that country.

6. The Swedi sh Governnent woul d participate actively in the preparations
for the Wrld Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and
Rel ated Intolerance to be held in 2001. 1In 1998 it had |l aunched a nationw de

project called “Living H story”, to raise awareness anong young peopl e about
the Hol ocaust. Racism and intol erance nust be fought by each generation and
by every society. Specific neasures nust be taken in every country to protect
the rights of particularly vul nerable groups. In Sweden, for exanple, persons
with foreign nanes and dark conplexions found it difficult to get a job. The
Government was currently preparing a national human rights plan

7. Various neasures could be taken to strengthen the effectiveness of

i nternational human rights instruments. First, they nust be inplenmented nore
efficiently, which required firmer political will and adequate financia
resources. Secondly, all States should ratify the Statute of the
International Crimnal Court without delay. |In that connection, she wel coned
the recent decision by the United Ki ngdom House of Lords concerning

General Pinochet. Thirdly, the existing gap between human rights and

i nternational humanitarian |aw nmust be filled. That could be done, either by
i dentifying humanitarian standards universally applicable in al

ci rcunstances, or by establishing a subcomrmittee on international humanitarian
law. Sweden was planning to host a second foll owup sem nar on that issue in
the year 2000. Fourthly, consideration should be given to establishing an

i ndependent petition council with the task of hearing petitions from nmenbers
of civil society. That body woul d have no | egal power but could come to exert
strong nmoral authority, and could make recommendati ons to the
Secretary-Ceneral, the Security Council and the General Assenbly.

8. The Swedi sh Governnent had | ong believed that the right to devel opnent
and human rights went hand in hand. Econom c progress encouraged respect for
human rights, and vice versa. No human being should be forced to choose

bet ween bread and freedom

STATEMENT BY MR DEREK FATCHETT, M NI STER OF STATE FOR FOREI GN AND
COMVONVEALTH AFFAI RS OF THE UNI TED Kl NGDOM OF GREAT BRI TAI N AND
NORTHERN | RELAND

9. M. FATCHETT (United Kingdom reiterated the United Kingdom s ful

support for the statenment made on behal f of the European Union by

M. Joschka Fischer. Referring to the situation in Kosovo, where thousands of
peopl e had fled Serbian repression, he said that that humanitarian catastrophe
must be halted. The perpetrators of that appalling violence should be under
no illusion: they would be brought to justice.

10. Human rights began at home. The United Ki ngdom Governnent had addressed
the task of tackling racism Follow ng the publication, on 24 February 1999,
of the report of the Inquiry into the death of Stephen Lawrence, murdered in a
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horrendous raci st attack in London six years previously, the Hone Secretary
had published an Action Plan to conbat racism in partnership with the police,
crimnal justice agencies and other institutions.

11. As to devel opnent assistance, the United Kingdom recognizing the link
bet ween poverty and the denial of human rights, was enphasizing the principles
of good governance, denocracy and the rule of law. In addition, it had set

itself the target of reducing third world debt by $50 billion by the
year 2000. Lastly, it had increased its aid budget by 28 per cent in rea
termns.

12. Tackl i ng poverty was only one aspect of protection of human rights. It
was al so necessary to support those who defended those rights, often
heroically. One such exanmple was Rosemary Nel son, a solicitor who had
recently been nurdered in Northern Ireland. That barbarous act had been
condemmed by the United Kingdom Prinme Mnister, Tony Blair, who had prom sed
that no effort would be spared to bring those responsible to justice.

13. States nust take practical measures to secure inplenentation of the

Decl arati on on Human Ri ghts Defenders. Sadly, in some countries, sinply to
set up political parties was regarded as a crine and individuals who spoke out
on behalf of others' rights knew they were risking their lives. One could not
turn a blind eye when pro-denpbcracy canpai gners were treated as a threat to
State security, denied a fair trial and given disproportionate sentences.

That was what was happening in China, and it was all the nore worrying because
t he Chi nese Governnent had signed the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. |In Colonbia, where three United States humanitarian workers
had been nurdered on 4 March 1999, human rights defenders faced daily threats
to their lives. Even in Europe, particularly in Belarus, those who spoke out
for denocracy could not always do so without fear

14. Turning to the question of the rights of the child, he stressed the
urgency of the situation in that field. Too many children were forcibly
conscripted into armed conflicts, exploited in sweatshops, or condemed to
satisfy adults' sexual demands. The situation of children nust be a major
concern of every mechani sm of the Comm ssion

15. Those vari ous objectives - conbating poverty while ensuring respect for
human rights, protecting human rights defenders and safeguarding children's
rights - could only be achi eved by strengthening the United Nations

mechani sms. I n that connection, the review of that machi nery prepared by the
Bureau of the previous session merited constructive di scussion. Those
mechani sns nmust be taken seriously. That neant, as a first step, signing and
ratifying the international instrunents, and putting theminto practice

thereafter. It also nmeant allow ng special rapporteurs and working groups to
visit countries. Wen they were deni ed access, the inference was that States
had something to hide. It was particularly disappointing that Al geria had

chosen not to cooperate with special rapporteurs.

16. The United Kingdom which had just conpleted a review of its commitnents
in that field, would that sanme day be signing the Second Optional Protocol to
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the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aimng at the
abolition of the death penalty. The United Ki ngdom had al so enbarked on the
process of accession to ILO Convention No. 111

THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 7) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1996/6, 19, 20
and 118; E/CN.4/1999/NGO' 1, 2, 10, 33 and 49)

17. Ms. GANDHI (I ndian Council of Education) said that the Declaration on
the Right to Devel opnent recogni zed that devel opnment was a conprehensive
economi c, social, cultural and political process, which ainmed at the constant

i mprovenent of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals
on the basis of their active, free and neani ngful participation in devel opnent
and in the fair distribution of benefits resulting therefrom Article 28 of
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts provided that everyone was entitled
to a social and international order in which the rights and freedons set forth
in the Declaration could be fully realized. Yet currently, 20 per cent of the
worl d's popul ati on received 80 per cent of world inconme and 1.4 billion people
lived in absolute poverty. Those inequalities continued to grow as a result

of the gl obalization of an econony founded on |iberalization, which served
further to weaken the devel opi ng countries.

18. The Conmi ssion nmust thus stress the need to create an internationa

order based on justice, equity and solidarity. Those who, on the pretext of
def endi ng human rights, inposed enbargoes and interfered in the donestic
affairs of sovereign States, should abandon their policy of hegenbny and their
rhetorical advocacy of human rights, and instead work for the true defence of
those rights, in particular the right to devel opnent.

19. M. MOT (International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Mvenents)
said that the rural novements and small farners' organi zations affiliated to
his organi zati on bore witness to the enrichment of the few and the

i mpoveri shnent of the many, and were forced to the bitter conclusion that
agricultural policies based on neo-liberalist economc theories led to the

wi t hdrawal of State involvenent, the marginalization of small farners and the
intensification of the power of the transnational corporations that controlled
international trade in commodities, and in particular agricultura
commodities. That was why they had opposed the draft Miltilateral Agreenent
on I nvestnent and supported the proposal for a tax on financial transactions
made by the Association for the Taxation of Financial Transactions for the
Benefit of Citizens (ATTAQ).

20. Furthernore, with nodest resources and far renoved fromthe mai nstream
of trade and financial flows, they were managing to vitalize a grass-roots
econony, proving that an alternative econom c nodel was viable. In Mli, for

exanpl e, a network of rural banks managed by small|l farmers had been created.
In Benin, the establishnent of small savings and credit cooperatives was
making it possible to put in place income-generating and job-creating
activities. In Honduras and Ni caragua, small farnmers were setting up
comunity outlets for consunmer commodities. |In Bangladesh, various

organi zations of small farners were trying to establish a self-help force able
to defend their rights, fight appropriation of their land by the rich, pronote
environnment-friendly agriculture and exploit |ocal know how and traditiona
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resources. In the countries of the European Union, small farners were
refusing to give intensive production priority over enployment and the
environnent, and were opting for alternative, people-oriented agriculture.

21. Lastly, his organization called upon States to | ook beyond their trade
bal ances, blind subjection to the market and the trade rul es inposed by the

World Trade Organi zation, and instead to contribute to inproving the tragic

ot of entire rural popul ations.

22. M. ROSSARY (International Mvement of Apostolate in the Independent
Social MIlieus) said that the elimnation of poverty was the best neans of
pronmoting human rights in general and the right to devel opment in particular
The cancel l ation of debt in the year 2000 woul d contribute greatly to
achieving that objective. Reductions or reschedulings of debt by creditors,
such as the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative, had proved

i nsufficient.

23. Hi s organi zati on endorsed the reconmendati ons rmade by Caritas
Internationalis and International Cooperation for Devel opnment and Solidarity
in the brochure entitled “Life, Not Debt”. Witing off the debt of the

41 most heavily indebted countries would open up the way to sustainable and
equi tabl e devel opment and woul d enabl e human rights to be strengthened.

24. M. RAMANNA (International Institute for Peace) said that scientific and
technol ogi cal progress, careful use of natural resources, peace, security,
denocracy and a market econony were the best guarantors of the right to

devel opnent. However, sectarian extrem st novements resorted to arned force
in order to try to inpose political systens that were the very antithesis

of those values. In Indian-controlled Kashmr, for exanple, groups of
fundamental i st terrorists had destroyed the econom ¢ and educati ona
infrastructure, persecuted intellectuals and entrepreneurs, sought to set
comunities that had hitherto Iived in harnmony at |oggerheads, and massacred
H ndus.

25. I n Af ghani stan the Taliban flouted human rights in general and wonen's
rights in particular, despite the fact that wonmen had made a nmj or
contribution to the devel opment of Afghan society.

26. If it wished to prevent the right to devel opnent from being called into
qguestion, the international community must not fail to take concerted steps to
conbat those novenents.

27. Ms. GYSIN (Society for Threatened Peoples) said that over the

past 25 years nore than 8 mllion people fromJava, Bali, Lonmbok and Madura
had been resettled in sparsely popul ated areas of Indonesia in the name of
“nati onal devel opnent”. That popul ation transfer nmeant the violation of the

rights of indigenous peoples, who were deprived of their |ands and forced to
abandon their traditional forms of agriculture. The mgrants, too, sonetines
lived in very poor conditions.

28. That policy was at the root of the bloody inter-ethnic clashes that had
taken place in January 1999 on the island of Anmbon and in March 1999 in
Western Kalimantan. Simlar violence was likely to erupt shortly in
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Western Papua (Irian Jaya) and Tinmor. Her organization therefore urged the
Conmi ssion to call upon the Indonesian Governnment to end the popul ation
transfers in order to prevent further bl oodshed.

29. M. PARY (Indian Movenent “Tupaj Amaru”) said that in the new

i nternati onal econonm c order, transnational corporations, which were the
anarchic and blind mani festations of the market econony, constituted the main
obstacle to the exercise of econom c and social rights and to the enjoynment by
peopl es of their natural resources. Free conpetition, the driving force
behi nd gl obal i zation, nmeant the dismantling of governnental structures and the
thwarting of State power. It meant the energence of a world wi thout |aws or
moral s, in which powerful nonopolies' only criterion was nmaxim zation of
profits through plundering of resources and exploitation of the workforce.

30. In the face of inroads by finance capital, the absence of an

i nternational |egal framework capable of regulating transnationa
corporations' investnents worldw de was increasingly apparent. At present,
the countries in which the transnational corporations had established
themsel ves were incapable of subjecting themto |egislation, because they had
| ost their negotiating power and had no | egal neans of controlling those
corporations' foreign subsidiaries established on their territory.

31. Thus, it was first necessary to tackle the problem of the nationality of
the transnational corporations, and secondly, to determ ne precisely their

| egal responsibilities with regard to danage to the planet, pollution of the
envi ronnent, exclusion and extrenme poverty. Harnonization of the devel oping
countries' legal systens would fill the gap that currently prevented those
countries fromstanding up to the dictatorship of transnational capital. H's
organi zati on and the non-governnmental organizations (NGOs) that shared its
views were therefore calling on the Comm ssion to adopt recommendati ons ai nmed
at entrusting the Centre for Transnati onal Corporations with the follow ng
tasks: to determine the harnful effects of activities of the transnationa
corporations on the enjoynment of econom c and social rights and, in
particular, the right to devel opnent; to investigate the unlawful transfer of
capital fromthe poor countries to the rich countries, and fraudul ent stock
mar ket specul ation; to determ ne the capital structure of the transnationa
corporations and their global strategy for market concentration at all |evels;
to exam ne the legality of nergers of transnational corporations and banks
creating nonopolies with unlimted powers; to regulate the m suse of

i nternational mechani snms such as the World Bank and I nternational Monetary
Fund by transnational corporations; and to study the way in which those
corporations interfered in the political life of States through subornation
and corruption.

32. M. KHAN ( European Union of Public Relations) said that a people denied
freedomand the right to exploit its own resources and whose territory was
occupi ed could not exercise the right to devel opment. That was the case with
the people of Glgit and Baltistan, an area of Jammu and Kashmr that had been
occupi ed by Paki stan since 1947.

33. That region, which was |arger than many countries in Western Europe, had
no political representatives and no higher education institutions. The
literacy rate was 14 per cent. Only persons holding a permt issued by
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I sl amabad were allowed to travel. The revenue derived from exploitation of
the region's resources was appropriated by Pakistan in its entirety.

Mor eover, Pakistan was bringing in settlers fromPunjab so as to alter the
regi on's denographi c conposition

34. Hi s organi zation called upon the Commi ssion to take steps to put an end
to the exploitation of the region by Pakistan, and to enable its people to
regain their freedom freely to exploit their |and and resources, and to
exercise their right to devel opment.

35. Ms. BIONDI (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions) said that

her organization, which represented 125 million workers throughout the world,

was deeply concerned at reverses in social progress and the intensification of
poverty being witnessed in a nunmber of countries.

36. A synposium on the Asian crisis organized recently by the Internationa
Labour Organization (1LO had enunmerated the problens bedevilling the
countries nost affected, nanely, the Republic of Korea, Indonesia and
Thai l and: w thdrawal of children from schools; reduced access to health-care
servi ces; higher rates of unenpl oynment anmong wonmen, school -1 eavers and ol der
wor kers; malnutrition; and falling incones and wages. It was probably no

coi nci dence that in those sane countries, trade unions had for decades been at
best barely tolerated and at worst brutally suppressed.

37. The crisis had at |east enabl ed those countries to gain a new awareness
of the denocratic and social dinmension of devel opnent and the need for a
soci al di al ogue between Governments, trade unions and enployers. 1In the year

and a half since the start of the crisis, several Asian countries, including
Thai | and, Ml aysia, the Republic of Korea, Viet Nam and I ndonesia, had
ratified various |ILO conventions, including Convention No. 87 on freedom of
associ ation and protection of the right to organize, or had announced their
intention of so doing. Al the conditions for sustainable growth could thus
be nustered.

38. Econom ¢ recovery and devel opment for those regions required the
construction of a new devel opnment nodel based on denocracy, good governance,
human rights in general and workers' rights in particular, including freedom
of associ ation.

39. M. GONZALES (I nternational Indian Treaty Council) said that under the
terms of the Declaration on the R ght to Devel opnent, peoples had the right to
self-determ nation and to exercise full sovereignty over all their natura

weal th and resources. For indigenous peoples, all their other human rights
could be realized only if their right to devel opnent was respected.

40. In Mexico, a Presidential Decree of 1939 had proni sed the people of
Ri o Yaqui that the construction of two danms on their ancestral |ands would not
bl ock their access to water fromthe River Yaqui. Yet Yaqui farnmers now had

to pay a prohibitive sumfor permts to irrigate their |and.

41. In North Anerica, in the Great Lakes region, the Anishinabe, Gibwe,
Pottawat omi e and Ot awa peoples were threatened by spills of toxic pollutants
t hat endangered numerous species. The Fort Bel knap I ndian community in the
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American state of Montana, the Sokaogon Chi ppewa i ndi genous comunity in
W sconsin and the indigenous nations of the Yukon River also had to fight to
protect their environment from pollution

42. Hi s organi zation urged the Comm ssion to appoint a special rapporteur
with the task of ensuring respect for the human rights of indigenous peopl es,
including their right to devel opment. Not only the lives of indigenous
peoples, but also the life of the earth and of the whole of humanity were at
st ake.

43. M. WAREHAM (I nternational Association against Torture) said that the
adoption of Ceneral Assenbly resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986 had been a
product of the North/South confrontation and had led to fierce debate
concerning the equality of all human rights, both civil and political on the
one hand and econom c, social and cultural on the other. He welconed the fact
that, by its resolution 1998/ 72, the Conm ssion had decided to establish an
open-ended working group to review progress nmade in that area. Hitherto the

i ssue of devel opnment had been dom nated by the devel oped countries. The
institutions established to facilitate devel opnent, namely, the Wrld Bank and
the International Mnetary Fund (I M), had too often acted in the interests of
the wealthy States and transnational corporations. Wen the socialist bloc
had col | apsed, the devel oping countries had had no choice but to junp aboard

t he gl obalizati on bandwagon. After investing in Asia in an attenpt to
maxi m ze profits, the international financial institutions and allegedly
“national” banks had summarily withdrawn their funds when the high hopes

rai sed by the Asian tigers had been dashed, thereby seriously destabilizing
the region. Those policies, and the structural adjustnent measures inposed,
ran counter to devel opnent objectives and had devastating effects on nationa
econom es. In particular, they eroded national sovereignty and led to a
deterioration in the quality of Iife of working citizens.

44, The United States of Anerica, the world's only super-Power, had a purely
token interest in the right to devel opnent, and the embargo it inposed on Cuba
was a glaring exanple of violation of that right. |Its arrogance towards the

rest of the world was such that it naintained that position despite its
rejection by the entire international conmunity at each General Assenbly.

45, Mor eover, the United States denied the 40 million Africans resident
within its borders the right to devel opment. Hi s organization had descri bed
that nation of Africans as a “south in the north”. Thirty years after the

so-called civil rights reforms, about 40 per cent of black famlies Iived
bel ow the poverty line. Living and working conditions of black farnmers in the
American South illustrated the raci smand denial of access to econoni c neans
of devel oprment to which blacks were subjected. The independent expert and the
open-ended working group on the right to devel opment should focus on the

under devel opment of Africans in the United States, a state of affairs that had
been ignored for too |ong.

46. M. QUGAEY (Franciscans International) said that the good intentions
expressed by many countries in the 1970s with regard to agrarian reform and
redi stribution of |and had been short-lived, and that since the start of

the 1980s a nunber of States had abandoned the attenpt to control agricultura
policy, instead giving free rein to the market. The international aid
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agenci es and donor countries had introduced | egal procedures for |and
transactions and credit programmes in which the private sector played a

domi nant role. |In Colonbia, for exanple, Law No. 160 of 1994 providing a
mechani sm for market-based |and transfers had aimed at reducing the inequality
of land distribution and the very high level of poverty in rural areas. Under
that system potential buyers of |and were granted 70 per cent of the sale
price and participated in activities supported by the Wrld Bank

Nevert hel ess, according to one United Nations study, that system had had only
very limted success owing to the high prices inposed by |andlords and
narcotics dealers, the refusal of potential buyers to purchase |and |ocated in
certain areas, and cumbersonme bureaucracy.

47. In Brazil, since 1985 a |land policy had been inplenented ai nmed at

paci fying the mllions of discontented small farners and | andl ess workers
while at the sane tinme satisfying the interests of the nultinationa
corporations and landlords. |In a pastoral letter published in 1999, Brazil's
Roman Cat hol i ¢ bi shops had reproached the Brazilian Governnment for addressing
probl ems pi eceneal, applying an econom ¢ nodel that did not take account of
smal | -scal e producers, and failing to see that the Landl ess Mvenent (MST) and
the Rural Union Movenent were gaining ground and that there was a |inkage

bet ween agrarian reform and the probl em of unenpl oynent. They had consi dered
it arevealing fact that at a cabi net neeting on unenpl oynent on 10 March 1999
not a single reference had been made to agrarian reformand that the only
tool s envisaged by the Brazilian authorities in conbatting rural unenpl oynent
were a strengthening of famly agriculture and support for the fruit industry,
whi ch was managed by the gi ant conpani es.

48. That overview of the situation in Colonmbia and Brazil illustrated the
obstacles to the right to devel opment. Wthout |and, people could not support
t hensel ves; they were forced to | eave rural areas and settle in the cities,
where they often lived in deplorable conditions. The abandonnent of agrarian
refornms based on land redistribution in favour of market-oriented policies was
causi ng havoc throughout Africa, Asia and the Anericas.

49. M. SAFI (World Miuslim Congress) drew attention to the preanbul ar

par agraphs to the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnment recalling the right
of peoples to exercise full and conplete sovereignty over all their natura
weal th and resources. \Wile npost peoples enjoyed that right, many others,

i ncludi ng the people of Palestine and the people of Kashmir, did not. The
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnment was a fairly conprehensive instrunent
but had one significant gap: it contained no guidelines on how the natura
weal th and resources of territories still under colonial or foreign dom nation
were to be utilized so that the beneficiaries would be, not the Occupying
Power, but the rightful owners of those resources. The other relevant

i nternational instrunment, the Declaration on the Ganting of |Independence to
Col oni al Countries and Peoples, was also silent on that matter. As for the
CGeneva Conventions, they addressed short-term occupations in detail, but said
not hi ng about situations of the kind seen in Palestine and the other occupied
Arab territories, or in Kashmr. The conclusion to be drawn was that there
was a | egal vacuumwi th regard to the question of the right to devel opnent of
peopl es such as the Pal estinians and Kashmris.
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50. The consequences of that situation had been disastrous. Kashmr was the
poorest of all territories controlled illegally. It had a very |low per capita
i ncome and a poor econom c infrastructure, although it was rich in
agricultural resources and tourist potential. Kashmr's riches thus benefited
the Occupyi ng Power and not its people. Measures should be taken as a matter
of urgency to renedy that situation, failing which the Occupyi ng Power woul d
exhaust Kashmr's natural resources. There was already evi dence of
deforestation. Hi's organization called on the Conm ssion to take into
account, in the resolution it adopted on the right to devel opment, the

plight of peoples such as the Pal estinians and Kashmiris, to prohibit the
exploitation of the natural resources of occupied territories by the

Cccupying Power, and to declare that no one had any right to utilize those
resources except the people to whomthey bel onged.

51. The CHAI RPERSON decl ared the general debate on agenda item 7 cl osed.

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | N THE OCCUPI ED ARAB TERRI TORI ES
| NCLUDI NG PALESTI NE (agenda item 8) (E/ CN.4/1999/5, 21-24, 106 and 108;
E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ NGO 15, 34, 47 and 55)

52. M. HALINEN (Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
the Pal estinian authorities occupied since 1967) introduced his report
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 24). Wl com ng the enphasis placed by several speakers on the
link between peace, denocracy and human rights, he said that was the key
principle underlying his report. Mre and nore convinced that respect for
human rights was a sine gua non for sustainable peace, he believed that the
i ssue should be tackled in political and econom c di scussions, and regretted
the fact that the question of security had been interpreted in the narrow
sense, w thout taking account of human rights and humanitarian |aw. He
urged both parties to |look at the human rights situation not only fromtheir
own perspective, but also jointly, with a viewto putting an end to
violations - including, of course, the foreign occupation - and building

mut ual confidence. Anending the Special Rapporteur's mandate woul d help
depoliticize the issue and focus on protection and pronotion of human rights.

53. Torture continued to be practised in Israel, a state of affairs he
vehement!|y denounced, as torture was not to be condoned under any
circunstances or in any form Neverthel ess, nention should be made of sone
positive changes, such as the discontinuation of the nost flagrant torture
nmet hods, information that had been reported by a sufficiently |arge nunber of
NGOs to be deened credible.

54, Wth regard to the situation of children, a matter to which the

Conmmi ssion drew particular attention at the current session, he stressed that
hal f the Pal estinian popul ati on was under 15 years of age and that the
proportion of children in Pal estinian society continued to grow. N ne
paragraphs in his report were devoted to the fundamental rights of Pal estinian
children. Those children were affected by malnutrition, health problens and

i nadequat e education. Sonme had been killed by Israeli soldiers, others had
been given prison sentences for throwing stones. Children in Jerusalem
experienced particular difficulties because of problens connected with
identity cards and registration of births.
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55. It was gratifying to note that at the highest |evel, the Pal estinian

Aut hority was taking the situation of children seriously. The Palestinian

H gh Council for Mdtherhood and Chil dhood was drawi ng up a national plan for
those two groups. But in spite of the commitment of a nunmber of NGOs and the
aid provided by the international conmunity, nore needed to be done. He urged
Governments and organi zations to give generous support to inproving the rights
of children in the occupied territories.

56. M. RAMAW (Observer for Palestine) said that the mlitary occupation
of Palestine by Israel was itself a flagrant violation of human rights. That
occupation resulted in repressive practices, the chief manifestations of which
were: the torture of Palestinians in Israeli prisons; the arbitrary detention
of nore than 3,000 Pal estinians; the confiscation of Palestinian |ands to make
room for new settlenents, particularly in East Jerusalem collective

puni shments, including the sealing off of Palestinian |ands; and popul ation

di spl acenents, especially in Jerusalem where the process of Judai zati on of
the city verged upon ethnic cleansing. Yet the nost dangerous practice
engaged in by Israel was the isolation of Palestinian towns and villages from
one anot her through the construction of bypass roads, a genuine system of
apartheid that was re-enmerging in Palestine after its collapse in

Sout h Afri ca.

57. All those practices were confirmed by the report of the Specia
Rapporteur, M. Halinen, the reports of the Special Commttee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories, and the reports of
Amesty | nternational

58. I srael perpetrated those human rights violations in contenpt of

all the agreements it had signed with the Pal estine Liberation Organization
(PLO in the framework of the peace process, and of Security Counci
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). Contenpt also marked Israel's attitude
towar ds the Conm ssion on Human Rights, the United Nations generally, the
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices and the Comm ssion's
Speci al Rapporteur, M. Halinen. |Israel was the only State that founded
itself on contenpt for international legitimcy, rejection of the resol utions
of the international comunity and continual violations of the Internationa
Bill of Human Rights and of international [|aw

59. I srael persisted in those practices, which constituted war crinmes and
crinmes against the peace and security of mankind, w thout risk of punishnent
at the hands of the international community, and did so because of the

i nfluence of the dom nant power and because a policy of double standards
prevailed in matters of respect for international |law. That painful truth
coul d only encourage aggressi on agai nst peoples, and, in consequence,
incitement of those peoples to resist with a viewto affirmng their rights to
freedom independence and sovereignty over their national territory.

60. M. PELEG (lsrael) said it was regrettable that the Conm ssion continued
to single out Israel by allocating a specific agenda itemto the situation in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, instead of considering that question under
agenda item 9.
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61. The We River Menorandum based on the principles of security and

reci procity, had been intended to facilitate the inplementation of the
agreenents signed between Israel and the Palestinians. Unfortunately, the

Pal estinian Authority had not fulfilled its commtment to fight terrorism and
mai nt ai ned a police force much |arger than that permtted under the Interim
Agr eenent .

62. I srael considered that the Special Rapporteur's nmandate, which, unlike
that of the Conmi ssion's other Special Rapporteurs, was open-ended, mnust be
anended. That mandate was al so anachronistic, in that it disregarded the fact
that by virtue of the agreenents concl uded between Israel and the PLO nore
than 97 per cent of Pal estinians now |ived under autononous Pal estinian

adm nistration. Furthernore, there were two sides to the M ddl e East

conflict. The other party, nanely, the Palestinian Authority, was guilty of
nunerous grave violations of human rights which the Special Rapporteur was not
authorized to investigate. Mreover, the Special Rapporteur made no effort to
verify the informati on he had received concerning Israel. He hinmself admtted
that that informati on was hearsay.

63. As for the violations conmitted by the Pal estinian Authority, they
ranged fromarbitrary detention in overcrowded prisons, wthout access to

| awyers, of anyone who dared to criticize it, to torture or even extrajudicia
killings of prisoners in custody. To that list must be added suppression of
freedom of speech and di scrimnation agai nst wonmen and di sabl ed persons. The
fact that none of those human rights violations commtted by the Pal estinian
Aut hority was taken into account by the Special Rapporteur illustrated the
one-si dedness of his report.

64. M. HOYNCK (Gernany), speaking on behalf of the States nembers of the
Eur opean Uni on, of the central and eastern European countries associated with
the Union - Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Pol and and Sl ovakia - and of Cyprus, said that the European Union was gravely
concerned at the inpasse in which the Mddl e East peace process currently
found itself. The Union called for inmrediate inplementation of the We River
Menmor andum and a resunption of the negotiations envisaged in the Oslo Accords.
It wished to thank the Special Rapporteur for his excellent report on the
situation of human rights in the occupied territories, fully subscribed to his
assessnment that the situation was at the nercy of political considerations,
and called upon Israel, inits own interest, to cooperate fully with the
Speci al Rapporteur, whose nandate, as the Special Rapporteur hinself had
suggested, should be anmended when a suitable opportunity arose. Lastly, with
regard to the upcom ng Conference of the High Contracting Parties to the
Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, the European Union reiterated its firmview that the Convention
was fully applicable in that conflict.

65. The European Union was convinced that respect for human rights and
fundamental freedons, both by Israel and by the Pal estinian Authority, was
ultimately crucial to the re-establishnent of peace. Yet serious violations
of those rights continued in the occupied territories. The use of torture
during interrogations, incomunicado detention, denolition of Palestinian
homes, restrictions on freedom of novenent and discrim natory treatnment of
Pal estinian Jerusalemtes - all practices engaged in by Israel - were
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unacceptable. Although Israel had ratified the Conventi on agai nst

Torture, the Israeli authorities continued to apply so-called “noderate

physi cal pressure” against detainees in the course of interrogations.

The European Union urged Israel to refrain from such practices, which could
not be justified by the fight against terrorism There was no basis for
Israel's claimthat action in conformty with its donestic |egal system could
not, by definition, be a violation of its international human rights
obligations. As for the Palestinian Authority, it nust answer for many acts
of torture, incomunicado detentions and detentions without trial. The

Eur opean Union therefore urged the Palestinian Authority to ensure that its
security services conplied strictly with universal human rights standards and,
in particular, ended the use of torture. Lastly, it urged the Pal estinian
Authority to reinstate the de facto noratoriumon the death penalty, which had
been suspended with the execution of Palestinians in August 1998 and

February 1999.

66. The establishnment of Israeli settlenents in the occupied territories had
i ncreased considerably in 1998 and was still continuing, despite Israel's
stated conmitnment to the principle of “land for peace”. The European Union

again called upon Israel to respect that principle, and, in particular, to
abandon its plan to expand Jerusal em s muni ci pal boundaries; and also to
stop the tendering procedures for the second phase of construction of the
Har Homa col ony at Jabal Abu Ghneim

67. The European Union was al so very concerned about the Israeli policy of
reduci ng the Pal estinian popul ati on of Jerusalem by subjecting Pal estinians
to discrimnatory practices and |aws such as the “Law of Entry into Israel”
whi ch gave them the status of foreigners. Moreover, although the OGslo Accords
referred to the West Bank and Gaza as a single territorial unit, the sealing
off of those territories and the need for their inhabitants to obtain permts
in order to travel fromone area to another danaged the Pal estinian econony
and made daily life very difficult. Yet economc prosperity in the occupied
territories could help reduce violence and halt terrorism It was to further
that end that a Standi ng European Union-Pal estinian Security Commttee and a
techni cal cooperation programe with the Pal estinian Authority had been set
up. That was al so the purpose of the financial aid provided to the

Pal estinian Authority by the European Union, the European Investnent Bank and
States nenbers of the Union between 1993 and 1998. In the firmconviction
that inproving the human rights situation in the occupied territories was a
means of pronoting peace and econom c prosperity, the European Union al so
provided funds to Israeli, Palestinian and joint Israeli-Palestinian NGOs
engaged i n pronoting understandi ng and equal rights. The European Union thus
intended to continue its active dialogue with Israel and the Pal estini an

Aut hority in the framework of the peace process. The recent visit to the

M ddl e East by the presidency of the Union testified to that conm tnent.

68. M. LEGMILA (Botswana) said that the report of the Special Rapporteur,
M. Halinen, nade discouraging reading. It showed that the We River

Menmor andum  on whi ch hopes for an end to the lengthy stalemate in the Gslo
peace process had been pinned, had remained i noperative and that Israel was
actively pursuing its policy of “creating facts on the ground”, by
establ i shing nore and nore Jew sh colonies in the occupied territories.
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69. Bot swana, which had no wish to take sides in the Arab-Israeli conflict,
and which had al ways been of the view that the State of Israel had every right
to exist in peace and security, nevertheless found it unacceptable that one of
the parties should have nore rights than the other

70. Bot swana was convi nced that there would be no peace between the two
comunities until Israel abandoned its paternalistic attitude towards the

Pal esti nians and ceased to arrogate to itself the right to decide on the form
that the Pal estinian people's right to self-determ nation should take.

71. Bot swana unequi vocal |y supported the Osl o peace process and the

We River Menmorandum and had al ways insisted on recognition of the right of
the Pal estinian people to self-determ nation both in word and in deed. The
i mpunity with which Israel denolished Pal estinians' houses without
justification, rendering them honel ess, was extrenely disturbing. The
practices referred to in the Special Rapporteur's report were unworthy of a
denocracy such as Israel, and also unworthy of a people whom history had
treated so cruelly.

72. In conclusion, his del egation appealed to Israel and the Palestinians to
return without delay to the negotiating table. Israel would never enjoy peace
so long as the aspirations of the Pal estinian people renai ned frustrated.

73. M. ZAKI (Pakistan) said that few disputes in the world had created such
prol onged m sery and human di spl acement as the di spute over Pal estine and the
occupied Arab territories. For decades, mllions of Palestinian refugees had
been waiting to return to their honeland. Unfortunately, Israel's reluctance
to i npl enment successive peace agreenents had put an end to hopes of finding a
just and equitable solution of the Pal estine question and halting human rights
violations in the occupied Arab territories. The recent mlitary actions in
Sout h Lebanon had only worsened tensions in that sensitive region

74. The details given by the Special Rapporteur in document E/CN.4/1999/ 24,
whi ch included reports of confiscation of |ands, deportations and the
establishnment of new settlenents, confirmed that the GCccupyi ng Power viol ated
all the provisions of international |aw including those of the Fourth Ceneva
Convention, with inmpunity. Discrimnation in enployment and restrictions on
wat er use and access to markets added to the deprivation of Pal estinians
living in the occupied territories. The same process of col onization and
expul sion could be seen at work in the Holy City of Al-Quds, where an attenpt
was being nmade to alter the denographic conposition of the city.

75. Paki stan steadfastly supported the Pal estinian people's right to
self-determnation. It believed that realization of that right, together with
an early withdrawal fromthe occupied territories, would facilitate a just and
equi tabl e solution to the Pal esti ne question and pave the way for |asting
peace and stability in the Mddle east. For its part, the internationa
comunity nust reassert its solidarity with the Pal estinian people and assi st
the Pal estinian Authority in overcom ng the economc difficulties facing it.
In order to protect the political and social rights of the Pal estinian people,
the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention should ensure
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conpliance with the Convention, and, in particular, with those of its
provi sions pertaining to the right of peoples living under occupation to enjoy
the use of their |lands and econom c resources.

76. M. BENJELLOUN-TOUIM (Morocco) said that the 1993 Gsl o Accords had
provided for a five-year interimperiod at the end of which a decision would
be taken on the final status of the Wst Bank and Gaza. Yet, as that period
neared its end, the negotiations on that question, which were supposed to have
begun | ong ago, had not yet started, and |Israel had not undertaken the
successi ve redeploynents to which it had conmitted itself. On the contrary,

it was intensifying its policy of establishing settlements in the Wst Bank
and its actions ained at isolating Jerusalemfromthe Palestinian territories
politically, econom cally and socially, in flagrant violation of the

provi sions of the OGslo Accords stipulating that nothing must be done to alter
the status quo on the ground. That systematic policy of creating facts on the
ground was acconpani ed by al nost daily harassnent aimed at humliating

Pal esti ni ans, and by collective punishnments in breach of the Fourth Geneva
Conventi on.

77. Morocco therefore called upon the Israeli Government to reconsider its
deci sion to suspend i nplenmentation of the We Ri ver Menorandum si gned in 1998
with a viewto relaunching the peace process. |If the Israeli State was

sincere in its desire for peace, it must understand that there could be no
peace without justice. To view the peace process solely fromthe security
standpoint could only lead to an inpasse, for security was just one stage in a
greater project to which all the peoples of the region aspired and of which
respect for human rights and humanitarian | aw forned an integral part. The

hi storic breakthrough achieved in 1993 had resulted froma realization that
the conflict could not be resolved by force and that a political settlenent
depended on respect for the international rule of law. The policy of hegenony
had already run its course, and was now nerely del ayi ng unduly and dangerously
a day of reckoning indelibly engraved in the book of History. The

i nternational comunity must thus seek to ensure inplenmentation in good faith
of the agreenents intended to secure a just and lasting settlenent, so as to
prevent the stronger party fromforcing the weaker to accept what passed for
peace but anounted to capitul ation. Achievenment of a just and conprehensive
peace in the Mddle East also entailed an end to mlitary action and a

wi t hdrawal of the Israeli troops in Lebanon, pursuant to Security Counci
resolution 425 (1978), as well as a resunption of negotiations on the Syrian
front on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

78. M. ZAFERA (Madagascar) said that the state of affairs depicted by the
Speci al Rapporteur in his report (E/ CN. 4/1999/24) gave cause for serious
concern. Inter alia, in spite of the hopes raised by the signing of the

We River Menmorandumin October 1998, the Special Rapporteur noted in

par agraph 20 of his report that there had been no inprovenent in the
situation. On the contrary, the occupied Palestinian territories were

Wi t nessing a persistence of the policy of collective punishnments, confiscation
of lands for the benefit of settlers, use of torture in interrogations and
violations of the Fourth Geneva Conventi on perpetrated agai nst Pal estinian
prisoners. Pronotion and protection of human rights in the occupied Arab
territories, including Palestine, were essential to the nmaintenance and
strengthening of security in the region. So long as those rights continued to
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be violated and the bases of international |aw and principles of internationa
humani tarian | aw fl outed, prospects for the restoration of |asting peace in
the region would remain renote. The international community nust act w thout
delay to ensure that the hopes raised by the signing of the We River

Memor andum wer e not dashed. It nust ensure that the Occupying Power, I[srael
ended the human rights violations for which it was responsible.

79. Ms. ECKEY (Norway) said that the status of the peace process in the

M ddl e East had direct effects on the human rights situation. Thus, failure
to i npl enent the peace agreements by one or the other party had often led to
viol ati ons of fundanmental rights. The building of new settlements, the use of
torture and administrative detention, terrorismand the closing of borders
were interconnected aspects of the same conplex reality. Norway attached
great inportance to the strengthening of denocratic institutions, the rule of
| aw and respect for human rights in the Mddle East.

80. Israel, as a denocratic country, had a vital role to play in that
process. Wiile Israelis had long lived with the threat of open confrontation
and i nnocent people were at the nercy of reckless extrenm sts, the use of

non- denmocrati c neans by one side did not justify the use of such neans by the
other side. Norway had therefore urged Israel to refrain fromthe use of
torture or “noderate physical pressure” against Palestinian detainees. It

al so hoped that both the Israeli authorities and the Pal estinian Authority
woul d support the efforts of the Special Rapporteur in the future.

81. Norway regul arly discussed the question of human rights with the

Pal estinian Authority. However great the social and economic difficulties
facing it, full responsibility for inproving the human rights situation in the
Pal estinian territories rested with the Pal estinian Authority.

82. Norway urged the parties to do their utnost to build confidence

and cooperation so as to safeguard the spirit of the Oslo Accords. The

i nternational comunity believed that the two parties had both a political and
a noral obligation to put the peace process back on track. However great the
difficulties to be overcone, the rewards would be worth the effort, whether in
terms of prospects for lasting peace, or of the prosperity and welfare of the
popul ati ons concer ned.

83. M. CHOADHURY (Bangl adesh) said that although there were tragic tines
in the history of any people, for the Palestinians those tinmes seemed to be
never-ending. The Israeli occupation of Arab territories, including the
Syrian Gol an and Sout h Lebanon, continued to be a blot on the conscience of
the age. The fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts had al so marked five decades of occupation of the Pal estinian
territories and serious human rights violations in those territories.
Unfortunately, the hopes raised by the signing of the We Ri ver Menorandum had
been dashed by the Israeli decision unilaterally to suspend inplenentation of
the Menorandum  The Pal estini ans were caught in a vicious cycle of
frustration born of a |l ack of genuine progress towards peace.

84. In his report (E/CN. 4/1999/24), the Special Rapporteur drew attention
inter alia, to the continuing construction of Israeli settlenments and the
hei ght ened pace of denolition of Palestinian honmes, factors that could only
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contribute to a worsening of tensions. Concern was also growing at Israel's
attenpts to influence the outconme of the negotiations on the final status of
Jerusal em by altering the denmpographic, cultural and religi ous conposition of
the city. It was alarmng to note that the situation of human rights had
deteriorated since the start of the peace process. There was now an urgent
need to revitalize that process with a view to achieving a genui ne peace
founded on the rule of law, norality and justice. It had been said time and
again that lasting peace in the Mddle East could be achi eved only through
the realization of the legitimte right of the Pal estinian people to
self-determ nation and to an i ndependent State in what had al ways been and
remai ned their honel and.

85. It had becone clear that a pieceneal approach had not been conducive to
a settlenment of the Pal estinian question. Bangladesh believed that only a
conpr ehensi ve solution, based on nutual confidence and taking account of the
econom c, social and security interests of all the parties, could guarantee a
just and | asting peace. The fiftieth anniversary of the Geneva Conventions
could provide an opportunity for convening a conference of Hi gh Contracting
Parties to the Fourth Convention ainmed at securing its application in the
occupied Arab territories, including Palestine. As a party to those

Conventi ons, Bangl adesh was ready to play an active part in such a conference
with a viewto bringing an early end to the human suffering in the occupied
territories.

86. I srael, which also persisted in its refusal to cooperate with

United Nations human rights nechani sns, should recognize that its

i ntransi gence would lead it nowhere. Bangladesh would never tire of repeating
that the solution to the Pal estinian question was to be found in cooperation
and reconciliation, not in hatred and brutality. It believed that the people
of Israel, who |ike any other people aspired to live in peace, shared that

opi nion. Sooner or |ater, peace and justice would triunph and the prol onged
suffering of the Pal estinian people would come to an end. The Comm ssion
could and nust contribute in every possible way to that end.

87. M. TCHOUMAREVY (Russian Federation) said that in the view of his
country, which was one of the sponsors of the peace process, only the
principles of a peaceful settlenent set out in the Gslo Accords and

Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) coul d guarantee peace
and prosperity in the Mddle East. In other words, only a conprehensive peace
that took account of political, social and economc factors as well as the
security concerns of the two parties could guarantee a |lasting settl enent

of the question. Realization of the right of the Pal estinian people to

sel f-determ nation and to an i ndependent State were the keys to that
settlenent, and the best way of achieving it was to bring the negotiations on
the final status of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the city of Jerusalemto
a successful concl usion.

88. Est abl i shnment of the rule of law and civil society under the occupation
was no easy task. While endorsing the Special Rapporteur's view that the
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories was the root cause of human
rights violations in the area, the Russian Federation could not but be
concerned at the reports of a deterioration in the human rights situation in
areas under the control of the Palestinian Authority. That being said, the
expansion in the nunber of settlenents, and of roads |linking the settlenments
to one another and to Jerusal em worsened tensions in the occupied
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territories, while confiscation of |ands and the destruction of the
agricultural infrastructure hanpered realization of the Pal estinians' right
to devel opnent. Israel's failure to conply with its obligations under
humani tari an | aw was anot her source of concern. The Conference of High
Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention schedul ed for July 1999
shoul d provide an additional opportunity to consider that aspect of the
question. It was also regrettable that Israel refused to engage in a
constructive dialogue with the international human rights mechanisnms or to
take account of the recomendati ons of such em nent bodies as the Committee
agai nst Torture. The Russian Federation was ready to participate in
international efforts to put the Mddl e East peace process back on track, to
contribute to a resunption of the tal ks between Israel and the Syrian Arab
Republic and to prompte a settlement of the conflict in South Lebanon

89. Ms. DIALLO (Senegal) said that when, in 1947, the United Nations had
decided to divide Palestine into an Arab State and a Jewi sh State, it had
accorded both the Pal estinian and the Israeli people the right to sovereignty
and self-determnation. One of the keys to the search for a just and lasting
sol ution was thus recognition by each party of the legitimate right of the
other to self-determ nation, a fundanmental right that had been at the root of
the creation of several States Menbers of the United Nations. In order for
the Pal estinians to be able at long last to enjoy that inalienable right,

the occupation of their territory nmust cease. The creation of a viable,
denocratic and peaceful Palestinian State was al so the best guarantee of
security for Israel.

90. The continuation of the peace process neverthel ess required scrupul ous
respect for human rights. The President of the Pal estinian Authority had
repeatedly conmtted hinself to respecting international human rights
standards, and in particular the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. It was for the international community to support the efforts
bei ng made by the Pal estinian Authority to nmeet the humanitarian, economnic and
soci al needs of the population. On the other hand, one could not seek to
ensure peace and security by such nmeans as violations of human rights,
expropriation, establishnment of new settlenents, sealing off of territories,
arbitrary arrests or ill-treatnent of detainees. The report of the Specia
Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1999/24) contained details in that regard which should
assi st the Comm ssion in contributing positively to the promotion of human
rights in the region.

91. The road to peace was strewn with obstacles. Nevertheless, fromthe
Madri d Conference to the We Ri ver Menorandum by way of the Gslo Accords,
sonme firm common ground had been found. To encourage the peace process was to
gi ve the Palestinian and Israeli |eaders the nmeans with which to overcone the
di sagreenments that persisted. Senegal had spared no effort to achi eve that
goal, for it was nore than ever attached to the virtues of dial ogue and
respect for human dignity and human rights which alone could pronote the
climte of peace and brotherly understanding to which the peoples of the
regi on aspired.

The neeting rose at 1 p. m




