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Children need peace: they have a right to it
(Pope John Paul 11, Wrld Day of Peace, 1999)
1. Pax Christi, an international Catholic peace novenent, and the

I nternational Movenent of the Apostolate of Children (M DADE) anot her

i nternational Catholic novenent, are convinced that children have the capacity
to take responsibility for their own lives, to defend their rights and to
build a world of peace. W deeply believe that children are bridges to peace
and have a right to this peace.

2. As international Catholic nmovenments, Pax Christi and M DADE are
committed to action and advocacy in defence of the rights of all children
Children affected by arnmed conflict, either as soldiers or as victins, have a
special claimon our conmtment. The direct involvenent of children in armed
conflict clearly violates their right to life. Such involvenent jeopardizes
their health, their security and their psychol ogi cal devel opment; it deprives
children of their rights to education, adequate health care, leisure and a
safe and nurturing environnent.

Child soldiers

3. We regard the use of children in conbat, either as soldiers or in
various auxiliary roles, as a violation of their dignity and their fundanmental
rights. For this reason, we are taking an active part in the International
Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. One of the key elenents of this
canpaign is advocacy for the adoption of an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. This protocol would raise the m ninum
age of recruitnent or mlitary service from15 to 18 years.

4, We also strongly urge that the use of child soldiers be included in the
text of the proposed new Convention of the ILO as one of the “worst fornms of
child I abour”.

5. In its advocacy for children's rights Pax Christi supports the novenent
for the ratification of the Statute of the International Crimnal Court. By
the terns of the Statute the Court will be able to prosecute as a war crine

the conscription or enlistnent of children for service in arnmed conflict.

Child victinms of arnmed conflict

6. Among what M. O ara Otunnu, Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral for children in armed conflict, called “the abom nations
comm tted against children in the context of armed conflict” (A/53/482,

para. 13), nust be reckoned the killing, maimng or injury of thousands of
children each nonth by antipersonnel |andm nes. Pax Christi is active in

| obbyi ng Governnents to inplenent the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Landm nes and on
their Destruction concluded in Otawa in 1997. This treaty nmust be
effectively inplemented by the establishment of progranmes for mnine clearance
m ne awar eness, and the rehabilitation of mne survivors. W believe it is a
matter of justice that funds used to manufacture, export and sow t hese
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bar bar ous weapons shoul d be matched or exceeded by funds for their renoval or
deactivation and for the physical and psychol ogical rehabilitation of m ne
victins.

7. The thousands of children who suffer and die each nonth because of
sanctions regimes, particularly in lraq, are also among the innocent victins
of armed conflict. Pax Christi urges an increased international effort to end
the appalling suffering of these children. W endorse and pl edge our support
to the Special Representative for children and arned conflict in his efforts
to explore and pursue child-focused exenptions to all sanctions regines.

8. Anot her soul -blighting effect of armed conflict on children is their
experience of a precarious life as refugees or displaced persons. Mre than
half of the 24 mllion people who are refugees or displaced persons are

children. W support the work of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Ref ugees and the Special Representative for children and arnmed conflict in
their collaboration to pronote the protection of refugee and internally

di spl aced chi |l dren.

Arned conflict and the right to education

9. Because it disrupts all the normal patterns of life, armed conflict
violates children's right to education. Arnmed conflict plays havoc with the
opportunity for regular schooling and for an education which furthers the ful
devel opnment of children's personalities and the strengthening of “respect for
human rights and fundanental freedons” (Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
art. 26). Children who are taught the arts of war are denied the opportunity
to learn the arts of peace - howto resolve conflicts w thout recourse to

vi ol ence and how to live peacefully with all racial and religious groups “in
the spirit of respect, dignity and tol erance.” (Preanble, Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child).

10. Educati on, especially education for peace and nutual understandi ng, can
be a means to prevent conflict. |In a post-conflict society such education can
help to rebuild a culture of peace. It can also help to provide alternative
opportunities for service for young people and de-mystify the appeal of being
a soldier. In their various peace educati on progranmes for children and

fam lies Pax Christi and M DADE endeavour to contribute to a climate of
under st andi ng, respect and tol erance between peoples and between ethnic and
religious groups.

11. The year 1999 will mark the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 1In honouring this anniversary

Pax Christi International and M DADE join other non-governmental organizations
in calling on Governments to enhance their inplenentation of the Convention
and in particular to protect children fromthe scourge of war. According to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, all children have the right to grow
up in and contribute to a culture of peace and non-violence (arts. 24, 27, 28,
31). Pax Christi and M DADE are conmitted to pronoting and protecting that
right.



