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Real i zation of the right to devel opnent

1. "Fifty years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Hunan
Rights, there is an urgency to inplenent the right to devel opnent”, affirned the
experts of the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent in
their report (E/ CN4/1998/29). That urgency stens fromthe fact that while "the
gl obal i zation of the world econony and the increasing pre-emnence of market
rul es have provi ded new opportunities, but also newrisks, in the efforts to
achi eve devel opnment, [t]here is a risk of marginalization of countries, groups
and individuals that are unable to conpete."

2. The novenents that formthe International Federation of Rural Adult

Cat holic Movenents (FIMARC), for their part, recognize the sane urgency of the
exercise of the right to devel opnent. Their del egates, neeting at the Wrld
General Assenbly in Cctober and Novenber 1998, anal ysed the current situation of
peasant farners and rural inhabitants in their various countries. They noted
that the situation is increasingly appalling and that globalization of the
econony, in addition to the other disasters - not all of them natural - is
instrunental in narginalizing an increasingly broad segnent of rural popul ations
wor| dwi de and relegating themto a situation of even greater instablility].

3. Their analysis of the neo-liberal econom c systeml|eads themto enphasize
that it is a systemthat is inposed worldw de, whatever the latitude and

what ever the nuances so eagerly sought between one continent and another. This
system al ways seeks maxi mum profit for an ever-dwi ndling mnority.

4. The many tangi bl e adverse effects include expropriation of |and; control

of international trade domnated by the Wirld Trade Organization (WO at the
expense of |ocal commerce and smal |l -scal e producers; grow ng numbers of outcasts
and unenpl oyed in rural areas; increase in permanent and seasonal work-related
mgration; conflicts and wars used by a mnority to control, and even destroy,
natural resources such as land, water and forests.

5. In addition to their econom c function, the transnational corporations,

whi ch bear much of the responsibility for squandering the planet's natura
resources, play an increasingly decisive role in State policy. They use
international institutions such as the Wrld Bank and the I MF to inpose
structural adjustnent policies, or even WIO to i npose regional market conditions
(MERCOSUR, ALENA, CAP and the Lon® Conventions anong ot hers).

6. Political power, thus dom nated by econonmic power, has lost its freedomto
direct the policies that could meet the popul ations' needs. The UNDP studies
contained in the 1998 Wrld Human Devel opnent Report informus that over one
billion people are not in a position to satisfy their nost basic needs.

7. The dom nant econom ¢ system encourages greater concentration of |and.
It relies on industrial agriculture that is increasingly chem cal and on an
array of genetic manipul ations (seeds and ani mals). This erodes the right of
peoples to feed thenselves and their nutritional sovereignty, denying them
access to land and the right to independent control of the production
processing and narketing of their food products.
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8. The nmarket econony penalizes the nost fragile countries by destroying
their local and national trade structures through the interplay of exports-
inports. It pronotes excessive consunption of non-essential goods, plunging | ow
incone famlies into debt. |t destroys the value systens and the very culture
of peopl es, especially indigenous communities, and denolishes the very
foundati ons of denpbcracy and conmmunity.

9. The advance of the new technol ogi es opens up an inmmense field for the
appetites of conpani es over-eager for potential profits and indifferent to the
devel opnment and rights of the popul ations concerned. Thus, the patents
deposited by pharmaceutical or agribusiness firns seeking to appropriate the

| ocal population's traditional |ore and know edge about medicines or seeds are a
direct infringement of the right to intellectual property.

10. Perpetual |y beal eaguered by this econom c nodel, the rural novenents
prof fer another vision of econom cs and devel opnent:

a) For them hunman beings nust be, far and above any commercia
consi derations, the subject of devel opnent and, therefore, also its nmain actor
and beneficiary;

b) Al so deserving of priority is the sort of devel opment that respects
peopl e's "cohabitation" in harnony with the environnent, as is devel opnent in
whi ch men and woren, equal before the law, work together in the service of the
| ocal community and the human comunity as a whol e.

c) The aut ocht honous peoples' struggle for recognition of their own
identities and the resolve to pronote an active role for wonen in econonic,
political, social and cultural organizations are also urgent requirenents for
attai ni ng harnoni ous devel opnent;

d) Respect for human rights perceived as a whole (civil and politica
rights, economc, social and cultural rights) is a prerequisite to the
attai nment of genui ne devel oprent.

11. States have a responsibility to ensure the realization of the right to
devel opment. This is why, in accordance with the reconmendations of the

I ntergovernmental Goup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent, the FI MARC
nmovenents call upon the States to:

a) Adopt economic and social measures in order to avoid the exclusion of
groups marginalized by extrene poverty, which directly denies the right to
devel oprent .

b) Ensure not only that the poorer and nore vul nerabl e groups,
i ncl udi ng | andl ess peasants, the autocht honous popul ati on and t he unenpl oyed,
have access to neans of production such as land and credit, but that they are
assured of the right to work and the right to means of subsistence and to a
reasonabl e i ncone as a fundanmental right.

c) To ensure that the vul nerable sectors and the associations
representing the public interest (such as consuner groups, workers
organi zations, environmental and human rights protection agencies, and wonen's
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organi zations) are allowed to play an active role and defend their interests in
the places and bodies in which decisions concerning themare taken; for exanple,
when a | ocal or national budget is being prepared or when econonic and soci al
policy is being evol ved).

12. I'n conclusion, the FI MARC novenents unconditionally support the
I ntergovernmental Group's proposal to establish a follow up mechanismto perform
the followi ng functions:

a) Revi ew the progress nade in the inplenentation of the right to
devel opnent and to provide specific reconmendations thereon;

b) Exam ne World Bank, | M- and WO activities relevant to the
i npl enentation of the right to devel opnent, and

c) Submit to the Commission on Human Rights an annual report containing
its conclusions and suggesti ons.

13. In view of their perplexing situation, rural inhabitants await with
growi ng inpatience the initial findings of the working group for the
establ i shnent of a foll ow up nmechani sm as deci ded unani nously by the Conm ssion
on Human Rights in resolution 1998/72 on the right to devel opnent.

14. This decision is, in fact, an initial response to the concerns expressed
at the recent Wrld General Assenbly of rural novenents which established

provi sions and conmitrents for the coming years "for harnoni ous and sustai nabl e
devel opnent worthy of humanki nd today and a source of hope for future
generations".



