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. ANNUAL REPORTS

1. In conformty with the arrangenents adopted by the General Assenbly for
t he managenent of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture,
the Secretary-General draws up an annual report to the General Assenbly,

i ndicating the funds avail abl e, pl edges nade and contri butions received,
together with disbursements fromthe Fund (resolution 36/151 and

docunent A/ 36/540).

2. At its fifty-fourth session, in resolution 1998/38 of 17 April 1998, the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts requested the Secretary-General to continue to keep
it informed of the operations of the Fund on an annual basis. The
Secretary-General draws the Conmission's attention to his annual report on the
Fund, submitted to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session (A/53/283),
which is available to the Comm ssion and is supplenented by this report.

I'1. FINANCI AL STATUS

3. At the tinme of witing of the present report (8 Decenmber 1998), fromthe
total amount of US$ 4,210,000 recomended for grants by the Board of Trustees
at its seventeenth session (A/53/283, para. 17), US$ 3,606, 725 have been paid
for nmedical, psychol ogical, psychiatric, social, humanitarian and | ega

assi stance programmes; US$ 603,275 can still be disbursed before the next
session of the Board of Trustees in May 1999, when additional information has
been received on programes al ready approved for funding or for new urgent
grants up to $100, 000.

A. Contributions paid

4, As nmentioned in the relevant provisions of General Assenbly and
Conmi ssion on Human Rights resolutions, the contributions for each year have
to be paid before the beginning of the Board' s annual session i.e. by

30 April, in order to be recorded and avail able for the Board's annua
session. Contributions not officially recorded * on the first day of the
session will be considered at the follow ng session. Pledges cannot be taken

i nto consi deration.
1. Governnent s

5. In his report to the General Assenmbly (A/53/283, para. 12), the
Secretary-Ceneral indicated that US$ 714,275 2 had been received after

22 May 1998 for allocation at the eighteenth session of the Board of Trustees
in May 1999. The contributions shown in the table bel ow were recorded after
docunent A/53/283 was drafted. Mbst of these contributions were made

for 1998, but, since they were received after the annual neeting of the

Board in May 1998, the Board will take theminto consideration at its

ei ghteenth session, to be held from17 to 28 May 1999.
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State Anmount Dat e I nt ended Contr.
uss for No.
Chile 10 000 12 Novenber 1998 1999 7
Czech Rep. 3 000 1 Decenber 1998 1998 4
France 83 333 21 Septenber 1998 1998 20
I rel and 66 600 6 Novenber 1998 1998 14
Italy 89 989 10 August 1998 1998 10
Luxembour g 21 378 20 July 1998 1998 15
Nepal 1 000 21 August 1998 1998 2
Phi |'i ppi nes a/ 6 250 10 Septenber 1998 1998 3
Spai n 50 327 14 Cctober 1998 1998 13
Sweden 379 747 25 Septenber 1998 1998 12
United States b/ 600 000 20 Novenber 1998 1997 17
" 300 000 20 Novenber 1998 1998 18
TOTAL 1 611 624
al Thi s anpbunt corresponds to the partial paynment of a pl edge
of $10, 000.
b/ The United States of America paid an additional contribution of
$600, 000 for 1997 and another of $300,000 for 1998. These two contributions
will be taken into consideration at the eighteenth session of the Board of

Trustees in May 1999.
2. |ndividuals
6. I ndi vidual s al so contributed US$ 3,851 to the Fund:

Ms. Clare Krebsbach (United States) contributed $50 and M. Jani eson
(New Zeal and), $70. An anonynous contribution of US$ 3,731 was al so received.

B. Pl edges
7. CGovernment pl edges to the Fund can be made directly by letter to the

O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, at the

United Nations Pl edgi ng Conference for Devel opnent Activities held in New York
(the nost recent Conference was held on 4 and 5 Novenber 1998), at the annua
session of the Commi ssion on Human Rights held in Geneva or at information
nmeeti ngs organi zed for regular donors.
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8. An organi zation in the Netherlands, Leiden Human Ri ghts Associ ation
Habeas Corpus, infornmed the secretariat of the Fund that anmounts earmarked for
t he organi zation of a conference on human rights which has had to be cancelled
woul d be paid to the Fund in early 1999.

9. The foll owi ng pl edges had not yet been paid as of 8 Decenber 1998:
State Amount in Amount of contr. Announced on Contr. No.
uss in local
currency
Al geria 5 000 4 Novenber 7
1998
Andorra 5 000 11 April 1997 4
Brazi | 10 000 20 Decenber 7
" 10 000 1995 8
" 10 000 11 February 9
1996
11 April 1997
Greece 10 300 4 Novenber 16
1998
| cel and 5 952 4 Novenber 13
1998
Japan 66 000 4 Novenber 13
1998
Li echtenstein 7 463 4 Novenber 11
1998
Luxenbour g 14 706 4 Novenber 16
1998
Monaco 10 870 4 Novenber 6
1998
Net her | ands 537 634 f. 1 mllion 4 Novenber 18
1998
Phi I'i ppi nes a/ 3 750 11 April 1998 3
" 2 595 4 Novenber 4
1998
Por t ugal 15 000 26 June 1998 3
Sl oveni a 2 825 Sl't 465 000 28 August 1998 1
Swi t zer | and 32 374 Sw F 45 000 19 May 1998 11
Tuni si a 2 000 8 Cct ober 1998 8
Tot al 751 469

al The Governnment of the Philippines pledged US$ 10,000, of which
US$ 6,250 have been paid.
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10. The followi ng countries referred to in the above table made their
pl edges i n Novenber 1998 at the United Nations Pl edgi ng Conference for
Devel opnent Activities (see para. 7 above): Algeria, Geece, |Iceland, Japan
Li echtenstei n, Luxenmbourg, Monaco, the Netherlands and the Phili ppines.

[11. FUND- RAI SI NG

A. Call for funds

11. On 9 Cctober 1998, the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,

Ms. Mary Robinson sent a letter to all Governments drawi ng their attention

to the rel evant provisions of General Assenbly resolution A/51/86

of 12 Decenber 1996 and Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1998/ 38

of 17 April 1998, in which the Assenbly and the Commi ssion expressed their
gratitude and appreciation to the Governments that had contributed or pledged
a contribution to the Fund to provide assistance to the victinms in a purely
humani tarian spirit.

12. She whol eheartedly supported the request contained in the
above-nmenti oned resolutions that contributions should be made annually, if
possible with a substantial increase in nunber and |level, in order to take
into consideration the ever-increasing demand for assistance. She also drew
Governnments' attention to the request of the Board of Trustees of the Fund to
contribute prior to its annual neeting in Muy.

13. In order to neet all the requests for assistance made in May 1998,

the Fund woul d have needed about US$ 6.8 million, whereas it had only

US$ 4.2 million. She expected that at |east the sane nunber of requests would
be received in 1999. As at 8 Decenber 1998, however, the Fund had received
contributions anpbunting to only US$ 2, 329, 750.

B. Meeting with regul ar donors

14. As in past years, the secretariat organized a technical informtion
meeting for regular donors in Geneva on 26 Novenber 1998. The report of the
Secretary-Ceneral to the General Assenbly (A/53/283) was distributed, together
with all other relevant docunents. The secretariat of the Fund answered
guestions asked by regul ar donors and suggested that they should pay their

pl edged contributions by late April

C. Resolutions

15. In 1998, the CGeneral Assenbly and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
appeal ed to all States, organizations and individuals in a position to do

so to contribute to the Fund on a regular basis and annually, prior to the
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Fund, if possible, with a substantia
i ncrease (see Commi ssion on Human Rights resolution 1998/38 of 17 April 1998
and draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.23 adopted by the Third Commttee of the
General Assenbly on 18 Novenber 1998 3. The draft resolution even suggests
that contributions should be paid to the Fund by the end of February at the
| at est .
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I'V. NEEDS ASSESSMENT

A. Reqguests received and grants awarded (1993-1998)

16. Since grants requested do not match grants awarded (see table bel ow),
the Board of Trustees recommends each year that none of the anmounts avail abl e
in addition to the conpul sory reserve should be carried forward for the
foll ow ng year (see A/53/283, para. 11). Each year, the Board therefore
recommends that the Secretary-Ceneral should allocate the total anobunts
available. On the Hi gh Conm ssioner’'s reconmendati on, the Secretary-Cenera
has al ways followed this reconmendati on by the Board of Trustees.

Year Grants requested | Grants awar ded % gr ant ed Addi ti onal anmount
(US$) (US$) required (US$)
1998 6 800 000 4 210 000 61.9 2 590 000
1997 6 800 000 3 036 054 44. 64 3 763 946
1996 5 618 645 2 535 500 45.1 3 083 145
1995 5 827 645 2 719 680 46. 6 3 107 965
1994 5 476 959 3 698 080 67.5 1 778 879
1993 5 289 413 2 111 880 39.9 3 177 533

B. Estimated needs for 1999

17. The secretariat estimates that the amount requested fromthe Fund by the
organi zati ons concerned in 1999 will be at |east as great as that requested
in 1998, i.e. $6.8 mllion, in addition to 13 per cent in programe support
costs and 15 per cent earmarked as a reserve. The anmount needed w | |
therefore be $8.7 mllion, fromwhich a total of US$ 2,329,750 has to be
subtracted (contributions paid since 22 May 1998 ($714, 275; see A/ 53/283),
$1,611, 624 received since the publication of the report of the
Secretary-General to the General Assenbly and $3,851 received from

i ndi vidual s). An amount of $6, 370,250 therefore still has to be found.

As the Governnents which nade pl edges of $751, 469 were requested by the
CGeneral Assenbly, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Hi gh Comm ssioner to
pay by 30 April 1999, $5,618,781 still nust be found. The follow ng regular
donors to the Fund have not yet paid or pledged a voluntary contribution

for 1999:
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State Contri bution Number of past
(US$) contributions

Argentina 5 000 9
Australia 60 000 6
Austria 20 000 15

Bel gi um 82 000 8
Canada 18 000 15
Cyprus 1 000 10
Denmar k 290 000 16

Fi nl and 180 000 16
France 83 000 20

Cer many 112 000 16

New Zeal and 15 000 12

Nor way 133 000 13
Republic of Korea 15 000 5
Sweden 380 000 12

Uni ted Ki ngdom 200 000 10
United States 1 500 000 16

TOTAL: 3 094 000

18. If these regular donors paid a further contribution by 30 April 1999, an
addi tional amount of $2,524,781 would still have to be collected from new

contributors to the Fund and/or regular contributors prepared to increase
their contributions.

19. The Permanent M ssion of the United States to the United Nations Ofice
at CGeneva and several United States centres for the treatnment of victins of
torture have informed the secretariat of the Fund that the United States
Congress (House of Representatives and Senate) has adopted | egislation
entitled “Torture Victins Relief Act of 1998” (see annex |) and authori zing
the President of the United States to allocate $3 mllion to the Fund in 1999
and in 2000 as nultilateral assistance for victinms of torture ($1,500,000 nore
than in 1998). One of the provisions of the Act al so provides nationally for
$5 mllion in 1999 and $7.5 mllion in 2000 for rehabilitation centres for
victinms of torture located in the United States. An identical anount is

earmarked for treatment centres for victins of torture | ocated abroad. |If
the President signs the recommendati on by the Congress and deci des to pay
$3 million for 1999 by 30 April 1999, the Fund would still need an additiona

amount of about $1 million to neet all requests.



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 55
page 9

V. PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON

20. An information neeting for non-governmental organizations taking part in
the work of the Sub-Comm ssion in August was organi zed by the secretariat on
the activities of the Fund and, in particular, on project selection criteria,

t he nethods of work of the secretariat and the Board of Trustees, the Fund's
gui del i nes, the schedul e of subm ssion of requests for grants, the paynent of
grants and the subm ssion of narrative and financial reports on the use of
grants.

21. In its resolution 52/149 of Decenber 1997, the CGeneral Assenbly
proclai med 26 June United Nations International Day in Support of Victins
of Torture. Information on the activities organized by the secretariat to

comenorate this day is contained in docunent A/53/283 (paras. 25 and 26 and
annexes | and I1).

22. The Hi gh Commi ssioner specially recorded a video nmessage whi ch was
broadcast simultaneously at United Nations Headquarters in New York and at
the United Nations Ofice at Geneva on that day. On 25 June in Geneva, the
Deputy Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts inaugurated an exhibit of works by
victinms of torture, which was held at the Palais des Nations and during which
sonme 100 paintings, posters, draw ngs, photographs and scul ptures were shown.
They were sent to the secretariat of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for
Victinms of Torture by about 30 organi zati ons which were providing the victins
and their famlies in many countries w th medical, psychol ogical, social
financial and | egal assistance through the support of the Fund.

23. The foll owi ng organi zations contributed to the exhibit:

Aid for Children in Crisis (South Africa); Am gos de |os Sobrevivientes
(United States); Association pour les victimes de répression en exil (AVRE
France); Behandl ungs Zentrum fur Folteropfer (BZFO, Gernmany); Comm ssion
Africaine des Pronbteurs de la Santé et des Droits de |’ Honme ( CAPSDH
Burundi ); Fundaci 6n Soci al Col onbi ana ( CEDAVI DA, Col onbia); Centre for Victins
of Torture (Nepal); Centre for Rehabilitation of War and Torture Victins
(Sweden); Centro de Estudi os Fronterizos y de Pronoci 6n de | os Derechos
Humanos ( CEFPRODHAC, Mexico); Centro de Salud Mental y Derechos Humanos
(CINTRAS, Chile); Comité de Defensa para | os Derechos del Puebl o ( CODEPU
Chile); Conmité para |la Defensa de |la Salud, la Etica Profesional y |os

Der echos Humanos ( CODESEDH, Argentina); Conisién de Derechos Hunanos de

El Sal vador; Swedi sh Red Cross; Estonian Center for Medical Rehabilitation for
Victinms of Torture; Exil (Belgium; Famly Rehabilitation Center (Sri Lanka);
Fam lies of Victins of Involuntary Di sappearance (FIND, Philippines);
Fundaci 6n Ecungénica para el Desarrollo y |a Paz (FEDEPAZ, Peru); Internationa
Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victins (I RCT, Denmark); Justice pour
Tazmamart (France); Medical Foundation for the Care of Victins of Torture
(United Kingdom; Medical Foundation (Uganda); Programre for Torture Victins
(PTV, United States); Réseau d intervention auprés des personnes ayant subi |a
vi ol ence organi sée (R VO, Canada); Sudanese Victinms of Torture G oup (SVIG

Uni ted Kingdon); Fund for Social Jurisprudence Research (TOHAV, Turkey);
Treatment and Rehabilitation Unit for Survivors of Torture and Trauma (TRUSTT,
Australia); Zentrum fir sozial medi zi ni schen, rechtslichen und kulturellen
Betreuung von Ausl andern (ZEBRA, Austria).
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24, The subjects of the art works shown included torture of wonen and
children, different nethods of torture, reintegration into “normal” life

despite the lasting effects of torture and the need to adapt in a host country
whose | anguage, culture and way of life are different. The docunmentation
distributed to persons who visited the exhibit included article 5 of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, relating to torture, article 1 of the
Conventi on agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent

or Punishnment, containing the definition of torture under the Convention, and
the Joint Declaration adopted on 19 May 1998 by the Committee agai nst Torture,
the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture, the
Speci al Rapporteur on questions relating to torture and the United Nations

H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights (see A/ 53/283, annex 1).

25. The exhi bit al so showed posters sent in by several organizations.
Anot her part of the exhibit was a set of black and white photographs taken
by M. Nori S. Mahhdi and synbolizing the general theme of torture.

26. In the video part of the exhibit, visitors watched the above-nentioned
message fromthe High Comm ssioner for Human Rights, as well as filnms on the
treatment of victins of torture and the training of torturers, such as
“Raisons d' Etat” by Ms. Isabelle Benkenmoun and M. Marc Allegret (Les Filns
dlci SA Paris), “Malgré Tout” (Rehabilitation Centre for Victins of Torture,
RCT, Copenhagen) and “Your Nei ghbour's Son” (Amesty International, London).

27. The secretariat of the Fund was inforned of other activities organized
by non-governnental organizations, including:

(a) The Centre for Victinms of Torture (M nnesota, United States):
visit by the Secretary-General of the United Nations;

(b) AVRE (Association pour les victinmes de répression en exil, Paris):
prize-giving cerenony for the winners of a French |ycée students' essay
witing contest on the topic of torture;

(c) The Medi cal Foundation (London): the Director, Ms. Hel en Bamber,
organi zed a press conference to | aunch the second edition of “Medicine
Betrayed, the Participation of Doctors in Human Ri ghts Abuses”, a book used by
doctors working with torture victins;

(d) CI NTRAS (Centro de Salud Mental y Derechos Humanos, Chile): press
conference at Villa Gimaldi, a former torture centre, with the participation
of other human rights organizations.

28. In the above-nentioned Third Commttee draft resol ution, the

Ceneral Assenbly reiterated its request that the United Nations
International Day in Support of Victins of Torture should be conmenorated
each year on 26 June. New initiatives would therefore be organized in 1999.
The International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victins (IRCT,
Copenhagen) informed the secretariat that the topic chosen for 1999

woul d be “action to conbat inmpunity”.

29. On 28 Novenber 1998, the United Nations Staff Coordinating Council in
Geneva decided that, in 1998, the proceeds fromthe organization of the Staff
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Gala of the United Nations O fice at Geneva would go to the Fund for Victins
of Torture. Information on the Fund and a nessage fromthe H gh Comm ssioner
for Human Rights (see annex Il) were nade avail able to United Nations staff
and nmenbers of Permanent M ssions who went to the Gal a.

VI. HOWTO MAKE A CONTRI BUTI ON

30. Governnment s, individuals and non-governnmental organizations were invited
by the Comm ssion on Human Rights to contribute to the Fund before the next
session of the Board of Trustees, i.e. by 30 April 1999. Any contribution
received after this date will be recorded in the accounts for the next year
and can therefore not be taken into consideration for programme assistance

in 1999.

31. To contribute to the Fund by bank transfer, pay to: “United Nations
CGeneva General Fund” in United States dollars: UBS AG New York, account
No. CO-590-160.1, Swift address: SBCOUS33; or in Swiss francs: UBS AG
P. 0. Box 2770, CH 1211 Geneve 2, account No. CO 590-160.0, Swi ft address:
SBCOCHGG1 2A.

32. Payment may al so be made by cheque, payable to “the United Nations”,
addressed to: Trésorerie, ONU, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 Genéve 10, or to:
Treasury, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA

33. In all cases, please specify the followi ng: “Payee: United Nations
Vol untary Fund for Victins of Torture, account CH’

Not es

1. An official United Nations receipt issued by the Treasurer is sent to each
donor .

2. The total amount indicated in paragraph 12 of the report is correct. The
contributions of Australia and Gernmany shoul d be anended to read “$60, 620"
(i nstead of “$50,000") and “$112, 359" (instead of “$60,620").

3. The correspondi ng General Assenbly resolution was not available at the tine
of drafting of the present report; it will appear as docunent A/ RES/53/139 of
9 Decenber 1998
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Annex |
TORTURE VI CTI MS RELI EF ACT OF 1998 (UNI TED STATES)
One Hundred Fifth Congress of the United States of Anmerica
At the second session

Begun and held at the City of Washi ngton on Tuesday, the twenty-seventh day
of January one thousand nine hundred and ni nety-ei ght

An Act
To provide a conprehensive program of support for victinms of torture

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assenbl ed,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the “Torture Victins Relief Act of 1998”
SECTI ON 2. FI NDI NGS

Congress makes the follow ng findings:

(1) The American people abhor torture by any government or
person. The existence of torture creates a climte of fear and
international insecurity that affects all people.

(2) Torture is the deliberate mental and physical damge caused
by governnents to individuals to destroy individual personality and
terrorize society. The effects of torture are long term Those effects
can last a lifetine for the survivors and affect future generations.

(3) By elimnating the | eadership of their opposition and
frightening the general public, repressive governments often use torture
as a weapon agai nst denocracy.

(4) Torture survivors remai n under physical and psychol ogi ca
threats, especially in conmunities where the perpetrators are not
brought to justice. |In many nations, even those who treat torture
survivors are threatened with reprisals, including torture, for carrying
out their ethical duty to provide care. Both the survivors of torture
and their treatment providers should be accorded protection fromfurther
repr essi on.

(5) A significant nunmber of refugees and asyl ees entering the
United States have been victins of torture. Those clainmng asylum
deserve pronpt consideration of their applications for political asylum
to minimze their insecurity and sense of danger. Many torture



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 55
page 13

survivors now live in the United States. They should be provided with
the rehabilitation services which would enable themto beconme productive
menbers of our comunities.

(6) The devel opnment of a treatnment novenent for torture
survivors has created new opportunities for action by the United States
and ot her nations to oppose state-sponsored and other acts of torture.

(7) There is a need for a conprehensive strategy to protect and
support torture victinms and their treatnent providers, together with
overall efforts to elimnate torture.

(8) By acting to heal the survivors of torture and protect their
famlies, the United States can help to heal the effects of torture and
prevent its use around the world.

SECTION 3. DEFIN TI ON

As used in this Act, the term“torture” has the meaning given the
termin section 2340(1) of title 18, United States Code, and includes
the use of rape and other forms of sexual violence by a person acting
under the col or of |aw upon another person under his custody or physica
control .

SECTI ON 4. FOREI GN TREATMENT CENTERS

(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE FOREI GN ASSI STANCE ACT OF 1961. Part | of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is anended
by adding at the end of chapter 1 the follow ng new section

“SEC. 129. ASSI STANCE FOR VI CTI M5 OF TORTURE

“(a) |IN GENERAL. The President is authorized to provide
assi stance for the rehabilitation of victins of torture.

“(b) ELIGBILITY FOR GRANTS. Such assistance shall be
provided in the formof grants to treatnment centers and programns
in foreign countries that are carrying out projects or activities
specifically designed to treat victinms of torture for the physica
and psychol ogi cal effects of the torture.

“(c) USE OF FUNDS. Such assistance shall be avail abl e:
(1) for direct services to victinms of torture; and

(2) to provide research and training to health
care providers outside of treatnment centers or prograns
described in subsection (b), for the purpose of enabling
such providers to provide the services described in
par agraph (1).”
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(b)  FUNDI NG

(1) AUTHORI ZATI ON OF APPROPRI ATIONS. O the anpunts authorized
to be appropriated for fiscal years 1999 and 2000 pursuant to chapter 1
of part | of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, there are authorized
to be appropriated to the President $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1999
and $7,500,000 for fiscal year 2000 to carry out section 129 of the
Forei gn Assistance Act of 1961, as added by subsection (a).

(2) AVAI LABI LI TY OF FUNDS. Anpunts appropriated pursuant to
this subsection shall remain available until expended.

(c) EFFECTI VE DATE. The anmendnent made by subsection (a) shal
take effect Cctober 1, 1998.

SECTION 5. DOMESTI C TREATMENT CENTERS

(a) ASSI STANCE FOR TREATMENT OF TORTURE VI CTIMS. The Secretary
of Health and Human Services may provide grants to programs in the
United States to cover the cost of the follow ng services:

(1) Services for the rehabilitation of victinms of torture,
i ncluding treatnent of the physical and psychol ogical effects of
torture.

(2) Soci al and legal services for victinms of torture.

(3) Research and training for health care providers outside of
treatment centers, or programs for the purpose of enabling such
providers to provide the services described in paragraph (1).

(b)  FUNDI NG

(1) AUTHORI ZATI ON OF APPROPRI ATIONS. O the anmpunts authorized
to be appropriated for the Departnent of Health and Human Services for
fiscal years 1999 and 2000, there are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out subsection (a) (relating to assistance for donestic centers
and prograns for the treatnment of victins of torture) $5,000,000 for
fiscal year 1999, and $7,500,000 for fiscal year 2000.

(2) AVAI LABI LI TY OF FUNDS. Anpunts appropriated pursuant to
this subsection shall remain available until expended.

SECTI ON 6. MJLTI LATERAL ASSI STANCE

(a) FUNDING. O the anmounts authorized to be appropriated for
fiscal years 1999 and 2000 pursuant to chapter 3 of part | of the
Forei gn Assistance Act of 1961, there are authorized to be appropriated
to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture (in this
section referred to as the “Fund”) the follow ng anbunts for the
follow ng fiscal years:
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(1)  FISCAL YEAR 1999: For fiscal year 1999, $3, 000, 000.
(2)  FISCAL YEAR 2000: For fiscal year 2000, $3,000, 000.

(b) AVAI LABI LI TY OF FUNDS. Anpunts appropriated pursuant to
subsection (a) shall remain available until expended.

(c) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS. It is the sense of the Congress that
the President, acting through the United States Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, should

(1) request the Fund

(A to find new ways to support and protect treatnent
centers and programs that are carrying out rehabilitative services
for victins of torture; and

(B) to encourage the devel opnent of new such centers and
programns;

(2) use the voice and vote of the United States to support the work of
the Speci al Rapporteur on Torture and the Committee Agai nst Torture
establ i shed under the Convention Against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnent; and

(3) use the voice and vote of the United States to establish a country
rapporteur or simlar procedural mechanismto investigate human rights
violations in a country if either the Special Rapporteur or the
Committee Against Torture indicates that a systematic practice of
torture is prevalent in that country.

SECTI ON 7. SPECI ALI ZED TRAI NI NG FOR FOREI GN SERVI CE OFFI CERS

(a) I N GENERAL. The Secretary of State shall provide training
for foreign service officers with respect to

(1) the identification of torture;

(2) the identification of the surrounding circunstances in which
torture is nost often practiced;

(3) the long-termeffects of torture upon a victim

(4) the identification of the physical, cognitive, and enotiona
effects of torture, and the manner in which these effects can
affect the interview or hearing process; and

(5) the manner of interviewing victinms of torture so as not to
retraumati ze them eliciting the necessary information to document
the torture experience, and understanding the difficulties victins
often have in recounting their torture experience.
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(b) GENDER- RELATED CONSI DERATI ONS. I n conducting training under
subsection (a) (4) or (5), gender-specific training shall be provided on
t he subject of interacting with wonmen and nmen who are victins of torture
by rape or any other form of sexual violence.

Speaker of the House of Representatives

(signed)

Vice President of the United States
(signed)

Presi dent of the Senate
(signed)
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Annex 11

MESSAGE FROM MRS. MARY ROBI NSON
UNI TED NATI ONS HI GH COVM SSI ONER FOR HUMAN RI GHTS,
TO THE STAFF GALA, UNI TED NATI ONS OFFI CE AT GENEVA,
28 NOVEMBER 1998

“The Staff Gala of UNOG organized by the Staff Coordi nati ng Council
is a rather special event this year on the occasion of the cel ebration of
the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights: the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture
will benefit fromthe proceeds of the Gal a.

Torture is one of the vilest acts to be perpetrated by human bei ngs upon
one anot her.

The proceeds paid in to the Fund will contribute to projects providing
medi cal , psychol ogical, social, humanitarian and | egal assistance to victins
of torture and menbers of their famlies worl dw de.

Hel ping these victins lead a normal |ife is one of the goals of the
Ceneral Assenbly when establishing the International Day in Support of
Victinms of Torture. Your presence at the Gala will be a denonstration of
solidarity with these nen, wonen and children who still suffer physically
and psychologically fromthe after-effects of torture and the inpunity
of their torturers.”



