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| nt roduction

1. On 17 Novenber 1996, the World Food Sunmit adopted by consensus the
Rome Decl aration on Wirld Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of
Action, which outline ways to achi eve universal food security. Under
objective 7.4 (e) of the Plan of Action, Governnments, in partnership with al
actors of civil society, undertake to “invite the United Nations Hi gh
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, in consultation with relevant treaty bodi es,
and in collaboration with rel evant specialized agencies and programes of the
United Nations system and appropriate intergovernmental nmechanisnms, to define
better the rights related to food in article 11 of the International Covenant
on Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and to propose ways to inplenment and
realize these rights as a nmeans of achieving the commitments and objectives of
the World Food Summit, taking into account the possibility of fornulating
voluntary guidelines for food security for all”. The Comr ssion on Human

Ri ghts endorsed this requst in its resolution 1997/8.

2. As a concrete and practical response to objective 7.4 (e), the Ofice
of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts convened in Decenber 1997 the
Consultation on the Right to Adequate Food (see E/CN. 4/1998/21). 1In

resolution 1998/ 32, the Comm ssion endorsed the proposal made by the
Consultation to have a followup neeting in 1998 to pursue the discussions on
the content and neans of inplenmentation of the rights related to adequate food
in order to provide the High Comm ssioner with a full set of reconmendations
concerning her response to the request of the World Food Sunmit.

3. That followup consultation was convened by OHCHR at the Rone
headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO on 18 and 19 Novenber 1998. FAO co-hosted the event, in which

17 experts and nenmbers of non-governmental organizations participated,

in addition to 24 representatives of OHCHR, FAO, the Wrld Food

Progranmme (WFP) and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment
(IFAD). In addition, 39 governnental observers attended the neeting.

M. Vikracht, M. G Mwore, M. P. Texier and M. A Eide were elected
Chai rpersons, respectively, for each session of the nmeeting. M. Eide was
al so el ected as Rapporteur. Two main background papers were presented, by
M. Eide and M. Wndfuhr of FIAN International (FoodFirst Informtion and
Acti on NetworKk).

4, The present report, which provides details concerning the neeting
referred to above, is submtted pursuant to paragraph 8 of Conm ssion
resolution 1998/32. Sections | and Il of the report summarize the
presentation of the two main background papers. Section IIl provides a
summary of the discussion and conclusions on the two main itens of the agenda
of the neeting. Section IV contains the recommendati ons made by partici pants
of the neeting.
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I . REVI EW OF PROGRESS MADE I N THE DEFI NI TION OF THE RI GHT TO
ADEQUATE FOOD | N | NTERNATI ONAL LAW  STATES OBLI GATI ONS
| NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS” OBLI GATI ONS AND THOSE OF
THE PRI VATE SECTOR

5. M. Eide, former Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate food of the
Uni ted Nations Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnmination and Protection
of Mnorities, reviewed the progress made in the definition of the right to
adequate food in international |law. States' obligations, internationa

organi zations' obligations and the role of the private sector. He noted that
adequat e food could be broken down into several elenents. Adequacy of food
supply neant that the overall supply should cover overall nutritional needs in
terms of quantity (energy) and quality (provide all essential nutrients,

i ncluding mcronutrients such as vitanm ns and iodine), be safe (free of toxic
factors and contam nants) and of good food quality (for exanmple, taste and
texture), and the types of foodstuffs commonly available (nationally, in |ocal
mar kets, and eventually at the household level) should be culturally
acceptable (fit the prevailing food or dietary culture).

6. As a basis for the definition of the content of the right to adequate
food he recommended the text contained in the “International Code of Conduct
on the Human Ri ght to Adequate Food”, adopted in Septenber 1997 by a nunber of
non- gover nnental organi zations. Article 4, which was built on rel evant
provisions in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (art. 25), the

I nternational Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights (I CESCR)

(art. 11) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (art. 24) read as
fol | ows:

“The right to adequate food neans that every man, woman and child, alone
or in comunity with others, nmust have physical and econom c access at
all times to adequate food or by using a resource base appropriate for
its procurenent in ways consistent with human dignity. The right to
adequate food is a distinct part of the right to an adequate standard of
living.

“The realization of the right to adequate food requires:
“ 1. (a) the availability of food, free from adverse substances and
culturally acceptable, in a quantity and quality which will satisfy the

nutritional and dietary needs of individuals;

(b) the accessibility of such food in ways that do not interfere
with the enjoynment of other human rights and that is sustainable.

‘2. The ultimte objective of the right to adequate food is to achieve
nutritional well-being. Nutritional well-being is dependent on parallel
measures in the field of education, health and care. |In this broader

sense, the right to adequate food is to be understood as the right to
adequat e food and nutrition.
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“3. The realization of the right to adequate food is inseparable from
social justice, requiring the adoption of appropriate economnc,
environmental and social policies, both at the national and
international |level, oriented to the eradication of poverty and the
sati sfaction of basic needs.”

7. To ensure the enjoynment of human rights was an obligation which had to
be nmet by all States. The nature of their obligations, however, needed
analysis in order to conplete the definition of the right to food. The

i ndi vi dual was normally the active subject of the right to an adequate
standard of living, in the sense that econom c activities to ensure a
livelihood started with the efforts made by the individual her/hinmself. In
el aborating the framework regarding the right to food and nutrition, the
fundanmental principle should be observed that primary responsibility rests
with the individual, if adult and able, and provided opportunities did exist.
Every adult and abl e person was responsi ble for her/hinself and for those
dependent on that person.

8. The State had the obligation to respect and, when necessary, to create
t he space necessary for the individual to fulfil this responsibility, to
protect that space when it existed or had been created, to facilitate the use
of that space and, when required, also to be the provider when other
reasonabl e opportunities did not exist.

9. The international community also had a responsibility, on a subsidiary
basis, to encourage and assist States in inplenenting their obligations and in
nonitoring them when they did not take the necessary measures within the
resources available to them

10. Thus, the individual was expected, whenever possible through his or her
own efforts and by the use of his or her own resources, to find ways to ensure
the satisfaction of his or her own needs, individually or in association with
others. Use of his or her own resources, however, required that the person
had resources that could be used - typically land or other capital, or |abour.
It could include the shared right to use comunal |and, and the land rights
hel d by indi genous peoples. Furthernore, the realization of econom c, socia
and cultural rights of an individual will usually take place within the
context of a household as the smallest econom c unit, although aspects of
femal e and mal e division of | abour and control over the product, as well as
various fornms of w der kinship arrangements, may present alternative

al l'i ances.

11. Finally, M. Ei de said that stability of the supply and access to food
presupposed environnental sustainability, inmplying that there was judicious
public and community managenent of natural resources, which had a bearing on
the food supply, as well as economi c and social sustainability in ternms of
condi ti ons and nechani snms for securing food. Econom ¢ and soci al
sustainability involved a just distribution of income and effective markets,
together with various kinds of public and informal support and safety nets.
These supports could be public social security schenes, as well as numerous
forms of comunity transactions and self-help and solidarity networks, the

| atter beconming particularly inportant when people need to cope with various
crises.
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I'l. ROLE OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS I N THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF THE RI GHTS RELATED TO FOOD AND NUTRI TI ON

12. M. M W ndfuhr introduced his background paper. He stressed that

i ntergovernnental organizations did have an inportant role to play to help
States in inmplenmenting the right to adequate food. However, the principa
duty-hol der of all human rights was the State, which had to conply with its
obligations deriving fromthe rights contained in human rights conventi ons.
The full inplementation of econom c, social and cultural rights required a
State to comply with its human rights obligations. |In particular, it obliged
the State to respect, protect and fulfil those rights for all citizens. To
fulfil its obligations a State did not necessarily have to be rich or
extraordinarily prosperous, but it had to prove - according to article 2 of
the 1CESCR - that it was using the “maxi num of its avail able resources” for
t hat endeavour. The role of the international organizations started when a
State was not able to conply with its obligations, whether or not the
reason for the non-conpliance was grounded in external shocks (econom c,
climactic, etc.) or in internal problens caused by political, econom c or

ot her devel opnents.

13. He described the five basic roles that international organizations
could play in supporting the inplementation of the right to adequate food.
First, the international organi zations could help States which | acked
resources and were unable to guarantee the right to adequate food and the
right to freedom from hunger for all its citizens, whether tenporarily,
periodically or for a longer term The support could be in kind or in cash,
as technical or financial support and as advisory services. Second,

i nternational organi zations could provide legal, political or adm nistrative
advice to States which were not conplying with their obligations under the
right to adequate food, even if they could adopt adequate policies. Third,
the international organizations had a role in the active support or pronpotion
of the right to adequate food. Fourth, international organizations had to
ensure that their own policies or programmes did not limt States in

i mpl ementing the right to adequate food. Fifth, international organizations
shoul d nonitor their own policies and progranmes in such a manner that they
woul d not contribute to violations of the right to adequate food.

14. A better inplenmentation of the right to adequate food required a

ri ghts-based approach to food and nutrition issues in the activities of

i nternational organi zations. An explicit rights-based approach would have an
i mportant value added to the regular work of the international organizations
by focusing on the rights individuals did have vis-a-vis their States. It did
allow a better description of the role of States and the definition of
criteria for good governance in the areas of econom c and social rights. A
ri ghts-based approach did require international organizations to orientate
their policies with regard to progranmes in a way such that they became fully
supportive of the requirenments of the inplementation of the right to adequate
food in a double dinmension. First, the international organizations should
guarantee that the majority of their resources invested in the food and
nutrition field were directed towards the requirements nenti oned above.
Additionally, all programmes and policies should be devel oped in a way
consistent with the standards deriving fromthe right to adequate food.
Second, a rights approach required use of the resources avail able by
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supporting States to fully guarantee the right to adequate food. A

ri ghts-based approach al so neant devel oping a dialogue with States that were
not conplying with their obligations under the right to adequate food. The
tasks and activities under a rights-based approach could be sunmarized by
defining the role of international organizations in the inplenmentation of the
rights to food and nutrition as respecting, protecting, supporting and
pronoting these rights in their own policies and programes and by assisting
and pronoting States' compliance with their obligations.

15. The role of international organisations in the inplenmentation of the
rights related to food and nutrition was described by M. Wndfuhr as being on
two levels: nonitoring and neans of inplenmentation. Concerning nonitoring,
the nost affected individuals and groups, and especially vul nerabl e groups,
shoul d be identified. The new Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information
and Mapping Systens (FIVIMS) was clearly an inmportant step in this direction.
Such nonitoring woul d be nore neaningful if it would also register violations
occurring with respect to the right to adequate food.

16. He suggested that the information gathered by the various internationa
agenci es, such as UNICEF and the World Health Organi zati on, should be brought
to the attention of the respective treaty bodies in the human rights system
inter alia the Commttee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Comrittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, the Comrittee on
the Rights of the Child, the Human Rights Committee and others. He also
argued that United Nations specialized agencies, Programes and Funds as wel
as the international financial institutions and the Wrld Trade Organization
shoul d, within their mandates, assess the inpact of their activities in nmenmber
States on the realization of the right to adequate food and take corrective
measures as required.

17. Concerni ng nmeans of inplementation, he said that the inplenentation of
the right to adequate food required steps to be taken by all appropriate
means, in particular the adoption of |egislative measures, supported by the
necessary adm nistrative capacity. While international organi zati ons were

al ready taking various neasures to pronote food security at different |evels,
very few neasures were designed explicitly to support the inplenentation of
the rights to food and nutrition.

18. Finally, he nentioned five additional responsibilities for internationa
organi zations. First, they must never put pressure on a State or other

i nternati onal organi zations to violate the human right to adequate food

I nternational organizations should be accountable. Second, they should ensure
that nothing in international treaties establishing internationa

organi zati ons or regarding other international matters, such as internationa
finance and trade, overrode the obligations of international organizations
regarding the right to adequate food. Third, better coordination and
coherence between the different progranmmes and policies pronoted by each

i nternational organi zation should be created. Fourth, a conplaint procedure
shoul d be established. Victins of violations of the right to adequate food
and ot her econom c, social and cultural rights still had few possibilities to
chal | enge international organizations in case they had a co-responsibility.
Fifth, the “rights approach” should be actively pronoted. This included
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regul ar docunentation of violations of the right to adequate food, support to
the respective nonitoring bodies of the United Nations human rights system
support for new international |egal instruments to strengthen the rights to
food and nutrition, and publications on the issue.

[11. SUMVARY OF DI SCUSSI ON AND CONCLUSI ONS OF THE CONSULTATI ON

19. The participants endorsed the concl usions and recomendati ons of the
previous consultation (E/ CN. 4/1998/21, paras. 25-37).

20. They underlined the necessity of approaching all aspects of devel opnent,
including issues related to food and nutrition, froma human rights
perspective. They expressed their satisfaction with the position taken by the
Secretary-Ceneral that human rights should be integrated in all endeavours of
the United Nations, and noted the precedent set by UNICEF in taking the rights
of the child as the basis of its work. Satisfaction was also expressed with
the January 1998 policy paper by the United Nations Devel opnent Programre on
human rights and devel opnent.

21. They noted that a human rights approach to devel opment required that
human rights be treated as interdependent and indivisible, with all human
rights comng into play. The human rights approach built on a nornmative

| egal basis. Human rights were obligatory for States. International human
ri ghts should be matched with a corresponding | egal basis within States;
consequently, appropriate legislative and other neasures should be adopted.

22. The participants considered that the realization of the right to food
had to take place mainly at the country |evel, and recalled the provision of
article 2 of the I CESCR regarding inplenmentation at the national |evel through
| egi slative action. Incorporating the right to food into franework

| egi slati on was essential to establish real accountability of the “duty
bearer” towards the “cl ai mhol ders”

23. Human rights required active and effective renedies, though not
necessarily by the use of courts. Human rights inplied accountability, both
donestic and international. The inplenentation of human rights was subject at

the international level to monitoring through a reporting process and a
di al ogue conducted by the treaty bodies.

24, The international conmunity and, thereby, all States had an obligation
to cooperate with a view to creating the conditions under which human rights
could be realized worldwi de. States had obligations not only in regard to
their own inhabitants, but also, under the Charter of the United Nations, to
cooperate in solving problems of a social and humanitarian nature. |In tinme of
energenci es States had at |east a noral obligation to share the burdens of
food aid and other nmeasures of relief. The inplenentation of the right to
food and nutrition therefore forned part of the w der task of inplenenting the
right to devel opnent.

25. The participants took note of the “International Code of Conduct on the
Human Ri ght to Adequate Food” adopted in Septenber 1997 by three

non- gover nnental organi zations. There was broad support for the definition
contained in article 4 of the Code of Conduct. Three sets of additional
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suggestions were made. First, it was proposed to enphasize the right to food
preference, taking into account the cultural diversity of food habits.

Second, it was proposed to add references to the right to receive assistance
and States’ obligation to provide assistance in enmergency situations
(conflicts and natural and/or man-nmade di sasters). The latter conprised the
right to receive food aid in tines of critical need, and the States’s
obligation to grant access to inpartial humanitarian organizations to provide
food aid and other humanitarian assistance. And third, it was proposed to add
a reference to the elimnation of gender inequality and other discrimnation
and the prohibition of the use of the denial of access to food as part of a
mlitary strategy.

26. The participants agreed that in general ternms the definition in

article 4 should serve as a basis for future work, but that the nodifications
menti oned above shoul d be taken into account in finalizing the definition.
They felt that while sone additional elenments could still be included, the
task of clarifying the content of the right to food could now soon be

conpl eted, drawing, inter alia, on the formulations of the Code of Conduct.

27. The participants renewed the call for the adoption by the Committee on
Econom ¢ and Soci al Rights of a general comment on the right to food. They
noted with satisfaction the draft circulated by M. Texier during the neeting,
but noted that it m ght be strengthened in two respects: by being nore
explicit regarding the gender perspective and by drawing al so on humanitarian
law in armed conflict.

28. The primary responsibility for the realization of the right to food and
nutrition rested on the State. Article 2 (3) of the Declaration on the Right
to Devel opnent nade it clear that States had not only the right but also the
duty to formul ate appropriate national devel opnent policies that ained at the
constant inprovenent of the well-being of the entire popul ation and of al

i ndividuals, on the basis of their active, free and neani ngful participation
in devel opnent and in the fair distribution of the benefits resulting
therefrom The participants underlined that such plans or strategies nust
gi ve particular attention to the rights to food and nutrition. One aspect of
the strategy should be to adopt a general framework |egislation on the right
to food and nutrition, and to review all sectoral laws to check their
conpatibility with the framework | aw.

29. Accountability, transparency and an effective renmedy should be the focus
of the inplenentation process related to the right to food both at the
nati onal and the international |evel

30. I nternational cooperation and assi stance woul d probably be necessary in
t he begi nning, as well as evaluation and input fromtreaty bodies. Since
there was as of yet little docunented practical experience with incorporating
the right to food into national |egislation, the content of such |egislation
could not at this stage be generalized. However, as such experience was
gained, it would surely help the global understandi ng about the content and

i mpl ement ati on nmethods of the right to food. Mdreover, the rights-based
approach could be utilized for the actual initial process within a country
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towards such | egislation, which, in turn, would incorporate the principles of
denocracy, participation, enpowernent, transparency, targets, nonitoring and
accountability, and other elements inherent in the rights approach.

31. Several treaty bodies were involved in nonitoring the inplenmentation of
rights related to food and nutrition. This included not only the Cormittee on
Economi ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, but also the Cormittee on the Rights of
the Child, the Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen
and the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation. Participants
agreed that there should be inproved contact between these bodies, sharing

i nformati on and wor ki ng together towards common gui delines where their
mandates intersected. Thematic working groups focusing on particular rights,
in this case the rights to food and nutrition, should be set up to inprove the
efficiency of their work.

32. All international agencies were encouraged to adopt a rights approach to
their mandates, taking into account also the Declaration on the Right to

Devel opnent. There should be cl oser coll aboration between the agencies and
the treaty bodies, sharing information and devel oping joint indicators or
benchmar ks.

33. A primary task of agencies was to help States, in particular those who
had limted resources and therefore were unable to guarantee the right to food
to all of their inhabitants. Assistance could be both material and in terns
of advisory services. However, all States, including those with neagre
resources, should allocate the maxi mum of their available resources to ensure,
as far as possible, the rights to food and nutrition for their inhabitants.

34. I nternational agencies should al so support and pronote the rights-based
approach to devel opnent, encouraging States to redirect their efforts in ways
whi ch woul d optimize, in a sustainable way, the satisfaction of basic needs.
Agenci es could give legal, political and adm nistrative advice to States to
make them better able to nmeet their obligations regarding the rights to food
and nutrition. They could, in particular, help States in nonitoring the

i npl ement ati on of and breaches of their obligations related to the right to
adequat e food

35. Agenci es shoul d make every effort to ensure that their policies or
programmes did not have a negative effect on the inplenentation by States of
the rights to food and nutrition.

36. The United Nations Devel opnment Assistance Framewor k (UNDAF) was seen as
an i nportant mechani smfor providing the organi zations with the opportunity to
work together at the national level in order to reach the goals of the globa
conferences, including the goals related to hunger, wonen, etc., to identify
key actions, and to pool resources for this purpose.

37. The participants noted that the processes of globalization sonetinmes had
negati ve consequences for the enjoynent by vul nerable groups of the rights to
food and nutrition. d obalization had particularly negative consequences for
wonen and often, also, for children. The participants shared the view
expressed by the Cormittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights inits
Statenment on d obalization and Econom c, Social and Cultural Ri ghts adopted on
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11 May 1998, in which the Comm ttee had argued that while nuch energy and many
resources had been expended by Governnents on pronoting the trends and
policies that were associated with globalization, insufficient efforts were
bei ng nmade to devise new or conpl enmentary approaches which could enhance the
conpatibility of those trends and policies with full respect for economc,
social and cultural rights. Conpetitiveness, efficiency and econom c
rationalismnust not be pernmitted to beconme the primary or exclusive criteria
agai nst whi ch governnental and intergovernnmental policies were eval uated
Finally, it was suggested that globalization should not be used as an excuse
by Governments to delay the inplenmentation of econom c, social and cultura
rights in general and the right to adequate food in particular.

V. RECOMMVENDATI ONS

38. The participants nmade the foll owi ng recommendati ons.
Definition
39. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights should continue to take the

| eadership role in advancing the definition of the right to food and nutrition
as a human right and to devel op a conprehensive strategy for this purpose.

El enments of such a strategy would include dialogue with States suppl enented by
advi sory services and other forns of assistance. Partners in the elaboration
and i npl enentati on of the strategy should include both the | egal and the
political human rights bodies, as well as the specialized agencies and ot her
bodi es, including NGCs.

40. Efforts to clarify the right to food should be brought to conpletion in
the near future. The participants recomrended that the text of article 4 of
the “International Code of Conduct on the Human Ri ght to Adequate Food” be
used as a basis for clarification (see para. 6 above).

41. In the further elaboration of a definition of the rights to food and
nutrition, reference to the right to food in enmergency situations should be
taken into account. This included the right to receive food aid in tines of
critical need, and the obligation of States to grant access to inpartial
humani tari an organi zati ons to provide food aid and other humanitarian

assi stance, as established in international humanitarian |aw. Reference
shoul d al so be nade to the elimnation of gender inequality and the specific
needs of children, as well as the prohibition of starvation as a method of
warfare. This applied also when sanctions were adopted and targeted agai nst
a country: there nust always be adequate exceptions ensuring the access to
necessary food at all tines. Humanitarian |aw must al so be taken into
account, by recognizing that States had the obligation to respect the access
to food and under no circunstances to deprive people of their access to food
be it by forced evictions, by destroying food crops or destroying production
resources.

42. The Committee on Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, as a contribution
to the clarification, should urgently adopt a general comment on the right to
food, taking into account the gender perspective and other issues raised
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during the consultation. It was further recommended that the Conmittee review
its guidelines for reporting in line with its general comrent on the right to
f ood.

Cooperati on

43. Human rights treaty bodies should explore ways and neans to establish
cooperative |inks anmong themsel ves and with specialized agencies. In this
perspective, working relationships should be institutionalized between the
Committee and the Sub-Committee on Nutrition of the Administrative Conmittee
on Coordination with a view to ensuring the flow of information between the
two bodi es.

I ndi cators

44, Efforts should be made to better devel op indicators and benchmarks
concerni ng the achi evenents and shortconings in the realization of food and
nutrition rights. The consultation noted with satisfaction the steps taken to
el aborate the Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping System
(FIVIMS), which was likely to be of great useful ness. A workshop on

i ndi cators drawi ng together experts fromthe specialized agencies and the
treaty bodies, should be organized.

45. The consultation recomrended that States should consider the adoption of
a framework law, to be a part of a national strategy. The framework | aw
shoul d include provisions on its purpose; the targets or goals to be achieved
and the tinme-frame to be set for the achievenent of those targets; the means
by which the purpose could be achieved described in broad terms, in particular
the intended col |l aboration with civil society and the private sector and with
i nternational organi zations; institutional responsibility for the process; and
t he national nechanisns for its nonitoring

46. FAO shoul d offer its assistance, upon request, in drafting the franmework
I egislation and in reviewing the sectoral |egislation, taking into

consi derati on FAO s consi derabl e expertise and accunmul ated know edge
concerning legislation in the fields of food and agriculture.

47. The consultation further recomrended that FAO WP and I FAD in
conjunction with human rights experts, should explore how to cooperate nore
effectively on the inplementation of the right to food at the national |evel,
with due respect to their individual nmandates and building on their respective
expertise. FAO could provide legal, nutrition, nonitoring and technical
expertise; WFP its experience in targeted feeding progranmes; and IFAD its
experience in dealing with poverty issues and investnment programes/| ending
oper ati ons.

48. The United Nations Devel opnent Assistance Franmewor k ( UNDAF) constituted
an inportant tool for strengthening inter-agency cooperation at the country

| evel. Coordinated efforts should be maintained to enhance coherence and

i nteraction between all actors concerned, including the various conponents of
civil society, for the achievenment of sustainable human devel opnment.
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49. The consultation further recomended that a study be undertaken to
clarify the joint and separate responsibility of States, in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations, to cooperate in assistance in tines of
emer gency.

50. The consultation al so recomrended that agencies should establish and
make use of an internal nmechanismto ensure that their own policies and
programmes did not have a negative effect on the inplenentation by States of
the rights to food and nutrition.

Tr ai ni ng

51. Recogni zi ng the inportance of training for organi zations adopting a

ri ghts-based approach, efforts to develop training materials on human rights,
particularly those related to food and nutrition, should be supported. The

H gh Conmmissioner’s initiative concerning the preparation of human rights
training material for United Nations systemw de use was therefore wel coned.
It was, however, enphasized that training materials m ght need to be tailored
to incorporate issues of particular concern to the individual food agencies.

52. Non- gover nnent al organi zati ons should devote nore attention to economc
and social rights, including the rights to food and nutrition. A link should
be established between those NGOs which focused their interest on the
activities of the food organi zations in Rome (nost of whom were devel opnment
organi zati ons) and those which focused on the activities of the human rights
bodi es and other agencies in Geneva (nost of whom were human rights

organi zations). Generally, there should be nore interaction between human

ri ghts and devel opment organi zati ons.

| npact of gl obalization

53. Partici pants recomrended the initiation of a study on the inpact of
gl obalization on the food and nutrition situation of vul nerable groups and on
remedi es which could be adopted in order to reverse such inpact.

Sem nar with financial institutions

54. The consultation strongly supported the recomendati on, already nmade by
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the neeting of the
chai rpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, to organize a semnar with

i nternational financial and trade institutions, to enhance dial ogue and
encourage consultations on a regular basis and to prevent activities which
woul d cause a further deterioration in the enjoynent of econom c, social and
cul tural rights.



