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Anendnents to the draft declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous peoples (1V*)

Chapter V

Participation by indi genous peoples

Article 25 (Anended version of article 19)

In accordance with international instruments, in particular the
Decl arati on adopted at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in Vienna,

i ndi genous peopl es have a genuine right to participate fully at all levels of
the legislative and adm ni strative decision-making process in matters that may
affect their rights, lives or destinies, through representatives freely chosen

in accordance with their own procedures and institutions of self-government.
Article 26 (Anmended version of article 22)

States shall take suitable steps to bring about an i medi ate, effective
and | asting inmprovenent in econonmc and social conditions, especially in
enpl oynent, vocational training, housing, sanitation, health, education and
soci al security.

Wt hout prejudice to international cooperation, the State authorities
shall devote priority attention to the vital needs of the aged, wonen, young
peopl e, children and the di sabl ed.

Article 27 (Anended version of article 23)

By virtue of the principle of self-deternination, indigenous peoples
have full authority freely to determ ne and develop priorities and strategies
for the effective exercise of the right to sustainabl e devel opnent and the
exploitation of their natural resources.

Pursuant to the rules on self-government and sel f-managenent, abori gi na
conmunities shall have the right and the power to draw up heal th, housing,

education and environmental protection programes and to undertake the
adm nistration of their assets and resources through their own institutions.

Chapter VI

Land, territory and resources

Article 28 (Anended version of article 25)

I ndi genous peopl es have the right to nmintain and strengthen their
physi cal and spiritual relationship of respect and veneration for their |ands,
territories and natural resources, regarded since tine imrenorial as the
founts of all life and elenents of harnmony and bal ance between man and nature.
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In accordance with this customary right, the lands, territories and
natural and water resources traditionally possessed, occupied and used by
i ndi genous popul ations are inalienable, indivisible and subject to neither
prescription nor enbargo.

Article 29 (Anended version of article 26)

Al'l indigenous peoples have an original right of collective and
i ndi vi dual ownershi p, possession and enjoynent of their lands and territories.

By virtue of that right, indigenous nations shall enjoy permanent
soverei gnty over their wealth and the renewabl e and non-renewabl e natura
resources of the soil and the | and beneath, coastal pools, marine ice, water
resources, flora and fauna, mneral and forestry reserves, the water and the
air, and shall enjoy the use thereof in consonance with their vision of the
Uni verse and according to their physical and spiritual needs.

States agree to recogni ze i ndigenous | aws, custonms and usages,
| and-t enancy systens and institutions, and to pass effective |egislation
guar anteei ng collective and conmunal ownership based on sel f-nmanagenent [ by
i ndi genous people] of their own resources and protection against any illicit
encroachnent, invasion or usurpation of [and and natural resources.

Article 30 (Refornul ated version of article 27)

I ndi genous peopl es have the right to restitution of the lands, territory
and natural resources which they have traditionally possessed and occupi ed or
used but have been usurped or confiscated fromthem under duress based on the
doctrine of terra nullius, as “conquered or discovered” |and.

States shall establish appropriate procedures under their national |ega
systens to settle clains to land, life and dignity and to guarantee fair and
equi tabl e conpensation for land, with the related assets and accessories, of
whi ch [indi genous peopl es] have been plundered without their free consent.

The right to conpensation shall extend to such danage and injury as has
been suffered by farmland as a result of the use of contam nating products or
i nappropriate technol ogi es. Except where the contending parties arrive at a
fair settlement, conpensation shall preferably be made by an award of suitable
land of a quality and |l egal status equivalent to or better than those fornerly
owned.

Article 31 (Reformul ated version of article 10)

I ndi genous peopl es shall not be forcibly renoved fromtheir origina
lands and territories. No relocation shall take place wi thout the free and
i nformed consent of the peoples concerned, except where natural disasters or
warfare threaten their lives and security. Wen the reasons for renoval no
| onger obtain, States nust guarantee their return to their original |ands and
comunities, offering fair and equitable conpensation to resettled famlies.
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Article 32 (New provision)

Except as otherw se decided or agreed anong the parties concerned, the
establishnent by transnational corporations of conpanies or sleeping
partnershi ps on indigenous |and for the purpose of exploiting and despoiling
their basic and strategic resources shall not be permtted. No one may
arrogate ownershi p, possession or the enjoynent of |and and natural resources
bel ongi ng to indi genous peoples wi thout their prior consent.

Article 33 (New provision on demnmilitarization)

States agree to prohibit the use of land, territory and natura
resources bel onging to indigenous peoples for mlitary purposes, for the
installation of armanents factories or for the storage of radioactive or toxic
waste that mght contaminate the environment and threaten the lives of the
i nhabi tants.

I ndi genous peoples reserve the right to institute | egal proceedings for
t he purpose of protecting their |ands and resources and securing the conplete
dem litarization of their territories.

Article 34 (New provision on the code of conduct for transnationa
cor porations)

Work by transnational corporations on the execution of macro-econom c
agro-industrial, mning and power-generation projects in indigenous
territories nust conformto such rules and conditions as are consi dered
necessary by the peoples and nations of the host countries.

States are under an obligation to consult indigenous peoples and obtain
their free consent before authorizing foreign investnment or granting |icences
to transnati onal conpanies for the exploration or exploitation of basic
natural resources that may worsen environnmental degradation and increase the
m sery of the peoples affected.

* The beginning of this statenent appears in documents NGO 31, 32
and 33; it continues in docunent NGO 35.



