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1. For years Pax Christi has been involved with peace initiatives
undertaken by the church in Uraba, Colonbia. Pax Christi encourages an

i nternational presence in the region in order to protect defenceless civilians
who, in great numbers, have becone the victins of violence. The violence
against civilians is commtted by arned groups: the paranmlitary, the
mlitary and the guerrilla.

2. In March 1997, the first “peace comunity” was founded in San José de
Apartaddé (Uraba). Pax Christi was present there and has taken it upon itself
to provide international support. Since then European aid has commenced and
an international observer is pernanently present in the area, on behalf of
Pax Christi. This presence accords protection

3. In the nmeantinme the number of peace communities has increased to six.
These communities of unarnmed civilians do not allow access to any arned groups
and do not have any kind of contact with them Only in this way can the
civilians regain their independence and autonony.

4, Al t hough respect for the peace conmunities by the parties in conflict is
i ncreasing, Pax Christi conplains that the autonony of the first peace
conmunity of San José de Apartadd, has been violated at various tinmes by al
the parties in conflict. Violations include forced collaboration, nurder and
ki dnappi ng of unarned civilians. Such actions violate internationa

humani tarian | aw, especially the additional Protocol Il to the Four Geneva
Conventions. These viol ations have renai ned unpuni shed.

5. Pax Christi is nmaking an appeal to the Governnment to punish the guilty
who violated the integrity of the peace comunity San José de Apartadd and to
the parties in conflict in Uraba - paranilitary, the mlitary and guerrillas -
to respect the integrity of all present and future peace conmunities.

6. Pax Christi appeals to the international comunity to actively support

the peace communities and to send international representatives who can serve
as protection to the defencel ess refugees.



