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Joint witten statenment submitted by the Wonen's Internationa
Denocratic Federation, Wrld Confederation of Labour, Wrld
Federati on of Denobcratic Youth, non-governnental organizations

in general consultative status: African Comr ssion of Health

and Human Rights Pronoters, Change, |ndigenous Wirld Association
International Association for the Defence of Religious Liberty,
International Association of Denpbcratic Lawers, Internationa
Federation of Wonen in Legal Careers, International League for

the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, North-South XXI, Pax Christi
International, Pax Romana, United Towns Agency for North-South
Cooperation, Wrldview International Foundation, non-governnental
organi zations in special consultative status: Centre Europe-Tiers
Monde, International Educational Developnent Inc., Internationa
Federation of Free Journalists, Muvenent contre |l e racisne et pour
|"anité entre les peuples, Wirld Organi zati on Agai nst Torture,

non- governnental organizations in roster consultative status

The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenent which
is circulated in accordance with Econonic and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
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Statenent on lran

1. A review of the situation in Iran in the past year shows that despite
tremendous propaganda, the human rights situation has not inproved and in sonme
areas it has, in fact, deteriorated. The State nedia has reported 200
executions in public in 1997, twice the nunmber in the previous year, 138 of

whi ch during Khatam's tenure. The real nunber of secret executions is much
hi gher.

2. At | east seven persons, four of them wonen, have been stoned to death in
public since Khatam 's presidency. On 26 Cctober 1997, the Associ ated Press
reported the stoning to death of six persons, in Sari, the capital of northern
provi nce of Mazandaran. The stoning to death of six persons in one day is
unpr ecedent ed.

3. As the United Nations Special Representative on the situation of human
rights in the Islam c Republic of Iran pointed out in his report to the
Ceneral Assenbly, October 1997 (A/52/472), this savage formof atrocity
continues in Iran unabated. Citing article 82 (b) of the regine's |aw that
sanctions it, he described such a sentence as a cruel inhuman or degradi ng
puni shrent .

4, Khatam 's ascension to power has nmade no difference in the daily plight
of lranian women. The Iranian regine's refusal to join the Convention on the
Eli mination of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wmen on the pretext that
“the Convention's underlying spirit” which calls for equality of nmen and wonen
i s agai nst the fundanentals of the reginme, vividly shows this regime's
inconpatibility with international mechanisnms and nornms. This decision was
made by the Suprene Council of Cultural Revolution headed by Khatam .

5. Agence France Presse (AFP) reported on 30 Novenber 1997 that Iranian
security forces arrested a | arge nunber of wonen for inproper veiling or
attires that were not conpatible with Islamc regulations. The AFP
correspondent witnessed in northern Tehran security forces forcing many young
wonen into patrol cars

6. In March 1998, in a 395 page docunent released by the court of Berlin
11 nonths after the conclusion of the “trial, which |asted for three and a
hal f years, the judges concluded that the | eadership of the Iranian
Governnment ... not only approves the execution of terrorist assassinations
abroad but carries them out against individuals who are consi dered

non- desi rabl e only because of their political positions.”

7. The nul | ahs have stepped up their activities to export fundamentalism
and terrorism The Associated Press reported on 9 January 1998 that the
assassi nation of dissidents has increased in recent nonths. According to the
Nati onal Council of Resistance of Iran, 24 dissidents have been assassi nated
during Khatam 's presidency. |In early February 1998, the mullahs' reginme
gathered its agents from 80 countries under the guise of the G obal Assenbly
of Ahl Al-Bait, and Khamenei, Khatam and Rafsanjani net them
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8. On the ninth anniversary of the fatwa agai nst Sal man Rusdie, in an
unprecedent ed onsl aught since the issuing of the death sentence, the regine's
nost senior officials, including the Prosecutor General, the Speaker of Myjlis
(Parlianent), the Foreign Mnistry spokesman and the Revol uti onary Guards
Corps reiterated the need to carry out the fatwa. The head of 15th of Khordad
Foundati on, that has placed $2.5 million bounty on Rushdie's head, announced
that the bounty could increase “according to the tine when the fatwa is
carried out.” He reiterated that all of the regine's |eaders, including
Mohammad Khat ami, have agreed on the need to carry out the verdi ct agai nst

Sal man Rusdi e.

9. Despi te pervasive repression, popular uprisings, student denonstrations
and | abour strikes against the reginme as a whole, have shown a dramatic
increase in recent nonths, signalizing an explosive state of affairs. Two
maj or denonstrations in the east and west of Tehran, respectively on

19 August and |19 Novenber, were brutally suppressed and scores of people were
arrested. Their fate remains unknown.

10. Ext ensi ve cl ashes between the Revol uti onary Guards Corps and the people
in Neyriz (Fars Province) on 15 August, and in Isfahan (Central Iran) on 7, 11
and 12 Novenber and Anar (Kerman Province south of Iran) from 30 January to

1 February 1998, have taken place. Denonstration of 2,500 students on

7 Novenber in Kazeroon University, sit-in by nore than 2,000 students on

10 and 11 Septenber in Mashhad's Ferdowsi University, strike by 10,000 workers
at the Tehran National Industry in late January, and by thousands of workers
at Jahan-Chit factory in Karaj on 28 Decenber were suppressed by the
Revol uti onary Guards Corps and agents of the Mnistry of Intelligence.

11. On 4 January 1998, followi ng an anti-governnment denonstration by nore
than 3,000 Tehran University students, the nullahs' Mnistry of Intelligence
arrested at |east 116 of them Their fate is al so unknown.

12. Ascension to presidency of Khatam, who was a Khonmeini reginme's mnister
for 10 years, has not made any difference on the human rights situation. The
events of recent nonths clearly prove this reality. To this effect, the
regime's president refrained fromneeting in Tehran Ms. Mary Robi nson, the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts because she wanted to raise her concerns on
the human rights situation in Iran

13. Condemmati on of violation of human rights in lIran and its worsening
trend which has been stipulated in resolution 52/142 of the United Nations
General Assenbly of 12 Decenber 1997, and resol ution of the European
Parliament of 20 February 1998 illustrate the international concern over this
matter.
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14. The experience of the past decade and the reginme's conplete ignoring of
41 resolutions of condemati on by various organs of the United Nations prove
the fact that pinning any hope on reformby this reginme is nothing but a

m rage and does not help the human rights situation in Iran at all. Such a
pl acating policy only enbol dens the mullahs in continuing suppression and
terrorism

15. The only appropriate response of the Conm ssion to the behaviour of the
mul | ahs' regime vis-a-vis the nost fundanental rights of the Iranian people
and international rules and regulations of human rights is to adopt a firm
policy wi thout any political and econom c considerations. This would entai
passing a strong resolution which includes the above-nenti oned cases of

viol ations of human rights in Iran



