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ltem1l. Election of officers

1. Rul e 15 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council provides that “at the conmencenent of its

first neeting of a regular session the Conmi ssion shall elect, fromanong the
representatives of its nenbers, a Chairman, one or nore Vice-Chairmen and such
ot her officers as may be required”

ltem 2. Adoption of the agenda

2. Rule 7 of the rules of procedure provides that “the Conm ssion shall at
t he begi nning of each session, after the election of its officers, ... adopt
t he agenda for that session on the basis of the provisional agenda”

3. The Commi ssion will have before it the provisional agenda (E/ CN. 4/1998/1
and Corr.1) prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in accordance with rule 5 of the
rul es of procedure, as well as the present annotations relating to the itemns

i ncluded in the provisional agenda.

ltem 3. Oganization of the work of the session

4, At its fifty-third session, the Commission decided, inits

deci sion 1997/123, to recommend to the Econonic and Social Council that, in
the Iight of the positive experience gained by rescheduling the dates of the
fifty-second and fifty-third sessions, pursuant to the Council's

deci si on 1994/297 of 29 July 1994, and bearing in mnd Counci

deci sion 1995/296 of 25 July 1995, that the dates for the Commi ssion's annua
regul ar session be rescheduled to take place in March/ April each year, instead
of earlier in the year, and that, accordingly, the fifty-fourth session be
rescheduled to take place from 16 March to 24 April 1998. The Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council approved the reconmendation in its decision 1997/291

5. The attention of the Commission is drawn to the rel evant resolutions
concerning control and limtation of docunentation (inter alia,

General Assenbly resolution 33/56 and Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resolutions 1981/83 and 1982/50). Furthernore, the Comm ssion at

its past 14 sessions set time limts for statements (see

E/ 1997/ 23- E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 150, paras. 10-11). In view of the existing financia
constraints and the overall reductions inposed, the session nust be nost
carefully planned fromthe outset, bearing in mnd the absolute need for
maxi mum ef f ecti veness in the use of the resources avail abl e.

6. The attention of the Conmmission is also drawn to Econonmic and Soci a
Counci | decision 1997/290 of 22 July 1997, by which the Council, taking note
of Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts decision 1997/119 of 16 April 1997, decided to
authorize, if possible within existing financial resources, 40 fully serviced
addi ti onal neetings, including summary records, in accordance with rules 29
and 31 of the rules of procedure of the functional conmm ssions of the Econom c
and Social Council, for the Commission's fifty-fourth session. The Counci
approved the Conmi ssion's request to the Chairman of the Commission at its
fifty-fourth session to make every effort to organi ze the work of the session
within the tines nornmally allotted, so that the authorized nmeetings woul d be
utilized only if absolutely necessary.
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7. In a statenent on the organi zation of the work of the session nade by
the Chairman on 18 April 1997 agreed on by consensus by the nmenmbers of the
Commi ssion, the Commission, inter alia, affirned that, as far as possible,
deci si ons shoul d be made and resol uti ons adopted by the Commi ssion without a
vote. However, voting, in accordance with the rules of procedure, should take
pl ace when an agreement cannot be reached. The Conmi ssion will continue to
keep this matter under review.

8. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to Econom c and Soci a
Council resolution 1990/48 of 25 May 1990 in which the Council authorized the
Conmmi ssion to neet exceptionally between its regular sessions, provided that a
majority of States nenbers of the Conmm ssion so agreed. In this connection
the Econom ¢ and Social Council adopted, on 28 July 1993, decision 1993/286 on
the procedure for special sessions of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

Wor ki ng gr oups

9. The session is preceded by neetings of the nine inter-sessional and
pre-sessional working groups referred to in E/CN. 4/1998/1 and Corr. 1,
paragraph 3 (a) to (i).

Conmposition of the Conmi Sssion

10. The conposition of the Conmission for 1998 is the following. The term
of menbership of each State expires on 31 Decenber of the year indicated in
brackets.

Argentina (1999), Austria (1999), Bangl adesh (2000), Belarus (1998),
Bhut an (2000), Botswana (2000), Brazil (1998), Canada (2000),

Cape Verde (1999), Chile (2000), China (1999), Congo (2000),

Cuba (2000), Czech Republic (1999), Denocratic Republic of the
Congo (1999), Denmark (1998), Ecuador (1999), ElI Sal vador (2000),
France (1998), Germany (1999), Guatemal a (2000), Cuinea (1998),

I ndia (2000), Indonesia (1999), Ireland (1999), Italy (1999),

Japan (1999), Luxenbourg (2000), Mdagascar (1998), Ml aysia (1998),
Mali (1998), Mexico (1998), Mdrocco (2000), Myzanbi que (1999),

Nepal (2000), Pakistan (1998), Peru (2000), Philippines (2000),

Pol and (2000), Republic of Korea (1998), Russian Federation (2000),
Rwanda (2000), Senegal (2000), South Africa (1999), Sri Lanka (2000),
Sudan (2000), Tunisia (2000), Uganda (1998), Ukraine (1998),

Uni ted Ki ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (2000),

United States of Anmerica (1998), Uruguay (1999), Venezuela (2000).

Situation of human rights in Col onbia

11. In the statenent on the situation of human rights in Col ombia, agreed on
by consensus by the Commi ssion, made by the Chairman on 16 April 1997, the
Commi ssion, inter alia, warmy wel coned the opening of the permanent office of
the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in Bogota. |t requested
the Hi gh Comm ssioner to present a conprehensive anal ytical report to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session on the setting up of the office and its
activities, and on developnents in the human rights situation in Col onbi a
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(see E/1997/23-E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 150, para. 18). The Conmission will have before it
the report of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 16) .

Draft decision E/CN.4/1997/L.105, entitled “Restructuring and revitalization
of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts”

12. In its decision 1997/126, the Conmi ssion decided to defer consideration
of draft decision E/CN 4/1997/L.105 to its fifty-fourth session (see al so
E/ 1997/ 23- E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 150, paras. 36-38).

Tol erance and pluralismas indivisible elenents in the pronotion and
protection of human rights

13. In its decision 1997/118, the Conmmission, bearing in mnd its

resol ution 1996/ 19, entitled “Tol erance and pluralismas indivisible elenments
in the pronotion and protection of human rights”, and the need to allow tine
for the inplenentation of the resolution, decided to defer consideration of
this question to its fifty-fourth session under the relevant agenda item

14. In connection with the present item the Conmission will also have
before it the note by the Secretariat containing statistics relating to the
fifty-third session of the Comm ssion on Hunan Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1998/109).

ltem 4. Question of the violation of hunman rights in the occupied Arab
territories, including Palestine

15. In its resolution 1993/2 A, the Commi ssion decided to appoint a specia
rapporteur with the mandate to investigate Israel's violations of the

princi ples and bases of international |aw, international humanitarian |aw and
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Cvilian Persons in Tine
of War, of 12 August 1949, in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israe
since 1967, to receive comunications, to hear witnesses and to report to the
Conmi ssion at its future sessions, until the end of the Israeli occupation of
those territories. Following the resignation of M. René Fel ber (Switzerl and)
at the fifty-first session, M. Hannu Halinen (Finland) was appointed

Speci al Rapporteur. The Conmmission will have before it the report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/17).

16. At its fifty-third session, the Commi ssion adopted resolution 1997/1, in
which it requested the Secretary-General to report on the inplenmentation of
that resolution and to provide the Conmission with all United Nations reports
i ssued between sessions of the Conmi ssion that dealt with the conditions in
which the citizens of the Pal estinian and other occupied Arab territories were
living under the Israeli occupation. The Commission will have before it the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/18) and a note by the
Secretary-Ceneral listing the aforenenti oned United Nations reports

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 19) .

17. The Conmi ssion al so adopted resolution 1997/2 on human rights in the
occupied Syrian Golan, in which it requested the Secretary-General to report
to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session. |In this regard, the Conm ssion

wi |l have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/20).
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Iltem5. Question of the realization in all countries of the econom c, socia
and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and in the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problenms which the devel oping
countries face in their efforts to achieve these hunan rights,

i ncl udi ng:

(a) Problens related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of
living; foreign debt, econonic adjustnent policies and their
effects on the full enjoynent of human rights and, in
particular, on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Ri ght to Devel opnent;

(b) The effects of the existing unjust international econonic order
on the econom es of the devel oping countries, and the obstacle
that this represents for the inplenentation of human rights and
fundanental freedons

18. At its fifty-third session, in its resolution 1997/17, the Conmi ssion
deci ded to request the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit reports to the

CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to the Commi ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-fourth session, under the relevant agenda itens, on
progress towards the realization of the rights set forth in the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, giving due reflection to:

(i) The views of all relevant national and internationa
organi zati ons, governmental or non-governnmental, on the
opportuneness and resource inplications of appointing a special
rapporteur to encourage the pronmption and protection of econonic,
social and cultural rights in general; and

(ii) Their reactions to the report of the Comm ttee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights on a draft optional protocol for the
consi derati on of communi cations concerning non-conpliance with the
I nternati onal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul tural Rights.

The Conmission will have before it the report of the Secretary-Genera
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 25). (See al so paragraph 123 below.) The Secretary-GCeneral's
report to the General Assenbly (A/52/511) will be avail able.

19. In its resolution 1997/10, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submit to the Commission, at its fifty-fourth session
after high-level consultations with Governnents, international financia
institutions and specialized agencies, and with intergovernnental

organi zations, a report on the international debt strategy containing an

anal ysis of the effects of this phenonenon on the effective enjoynent of human
rights of the people of the devel oping countries, and in particular of the
nmost vul nerabl e and | owinconme groups. The Conmission will have before it the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN.4/1998/24).

20. In its decision 1997/103, the Commi ssion decided to authorize the
open- ended wor ki ng group on structural adjustnment programes and economi c,
social and cultural rights to neet for one week, at |east four weeks before
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the fifty-fourth session of the Comm ssion, with a mandate: (a) to gather and
anal yse information on the effects of structural adjustnent programes on
economi c, social and cultural rights; and (b) to el aborate basic policy

gui delines on structural adjustnment progranmes and econom ¢, social and
cultural rights which could serve as a basis for a continued di al ogue between
human rights bodies and the international financial institutions, and to
report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session. |In order that the
wor ki ng group mght carry out its mandate, the Commi ssion also decided to
request the Chairnman of the Conmission, in consultation with the regiona
groups, to appoint an independent expert, preferably an econom st specialized
in the area of structural adjustnent programmes, to study the effects of
structural adjustnent policies on econom c, social and cultural rights in
cooperation with the Centre for Human Rights. The expert shoul d update

previ ous work done on this subject within as well as outside the

United Nations and submit a consolidated study, including a draft set of
guidelines, to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session. The Econom c and
Soci al Council approved that decision in its decision 1997/283. The

Commi ssion will have before it the report of the working group

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 27) and the report of the independent expert, M. |.-S. Abdalla
(Egypt) (E/ CN.4/1998/26).

Hunman rights and unil ateral coercive neasures

21. In its resolution 1997/7, the Commi ssion decided to examine this
guestion, on a priority basis, at its fifty-fourth session under the present
agenda item

The right to food

22. In its resolution 1997/8, the Commi ssion invited the H gh Comm ssi oner

for Human Rights to report on the inplenmentation of the present resolution to
the Conmi ssion at its fifty-fourth session. The Conmi ssion will have before

it the report of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner (E/ CN. 4/1998/21).

Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunping of toxic waste and
dangerous products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights

23. Pursuant to Conmmi ssion resolution 1995/81, Ms. Fatma Zohra Ksentin
(Al geria) was appointed Special Rapporteur on this question. Inits

resol ution 1997/9, the Conm ssion decided to continue consideration of the
question at its fifty-fourth session under the present agenda item The
Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 10 and Add. 1-2).

Human rights and extrene poverty

24. In its resolution 1997/11, the Conmi ssion requested the High

Commi ssioner for Human Rights, inter alia, to submt to the Commission at its
fifty-fourth session, in accordance with agreed conclusions 1996/1 of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, a report, to be prepared by the Centre for Human
Ri ghts and the Division for the Advancenent of Whnen, on the obstacles
encountered and progress achieved in the field of wonen's rights relating to
econom c resources, the elimnation of poverty and econom ¢ devel opnent, in
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particular for wonen living in extreme poverty; and to continue his
di scussions with the World Bank and report on the creation of mcrocredit
programmes at the fifty-fourth session of the Conm ssion

25. The Commi ssion will have before it a joint report prepared by the Ofice
of the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the Division for the Advancenent
of Wonen (E/CN.4/1998/22) and the report of the H gh Comr ssioner on the
creation of the mcrocredit progranmes (E CN. 4/1998/23).

O her matters

26. The attention of the Comrission is also drawn to resolutions 1997/6,
1997/7, 1997/11, 1997/18, 1997/19 and 1997/ 20 and deci sions 1997/107 and

1997/ 108 adopted by the Sub-Comri ssion at its forty-ninth session

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50). The Commission will also have before it
a note by the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/110) transnmitting Sub- Comm ssion
docunent E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/8 in accordance with a request contained in

Sub- Commi ssi on resol ution 1997/ 20.

ltem 6. Question of the realization of the right to devel opnent

27. The Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent was proclained by the
CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986. The Comm ssion
decided to include this question under a separate itemon its agenda in its
resol uti on 1989/ 45

28. Inits resolution 1993/22, the Comm ssion decided to establish a working
group on the right to devel opnent conposed of 15 experts with a mandate to
identify obstacles to the inplenentation and realization of the Declaration on
the Right to Devel opnent and to recommend ways and neans towards the
realization of the right to devel opment by all States. The Working G oup held
five sessions in the period 1993-1995.

29. In its resolution 1996/15, the Conmi ssion decided to establish, for a
two-year period, an intergovernnental working group conposed of 10 experts
nom nat ed by Governnents and appoi nted by the Chairman of the Comm ssion

with the mandate to el aborate a strategy for the inplenentation and pronotion
of the right to developnent in its integrated and nultidi nensi onal aspects.
Thi s deci si on was approved by the Econom ¢ and Social Council inits

deci si on 1996/ 258

30. In its resolution 1997/72, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session
and to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session a
conprehensive report on the inplenentation of the various provisions of that
resol ution.

31. At the present session, the Conmission will have before it the report of
the Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts (E/CN. 4/1998/29). It will also have
before it the report of the Secretary-General on the inplementation of

resol ution 1997/ 72 (E/CN. 4/1998/28). The Secretary-Ceneral's report to the
General Assenbly (A/52/473) will be avail able
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Item 7. The right of peoples to self-determnation and its application to
peopl es under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign occupation

Situation in occupied Palestine

32. In its resolution 1997/4, the Commi ssion requested the Secretary-Cenera
to transmt the resolution to the Government of Israel and to all other
Governnments, to distribute it on the wi dest possible scale and to nmake

avail able to the Comm ssion on Human Rights, prior to the convening of its
fifty-fourth session, all information pertaining to the inplementation of the
resol ution by the Government of Israel. It also decided to consider the
situation in occupied Pal estine under the present itemas a matter of high
priority. The Conm ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E CN. 4/1998/30).

Question of Western Sahara

33. Inits resolution 1997/5, the Conm ssion decided to follow the

devel opnent of the situation in Western Sahara and to consider the question at
its fifty-fourth session, as a matter of high priority, under the present
agenda item

Question of the use of nercenaries

34. At its forty-third session, the Commission, in resolution 1987/16,

deci ded to appoint for one year a special rapporteur to exam ne the question
of the use of nercenaries as a neans of violating human rights and of i npeding
the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determ nation. Subsequently,

M. Enrique Bernal es Ballesteros (Peru) was appoi nted as Speci al Rapporteur of
the Conmission. In its resolution 1995/5, the Conmi ssion decided to extend
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for three years and requested himto
report to the Conmission on his activities. The Comm ssion will have before
it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN.4/1998/31).

Item 8. Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any form of
detention or inprisonnent, in particular:

(a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shent ;

(b) Status of the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shnent;

(c) Question of enforced or involuntary di sappearances;

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and Gther Cruel, I nhuman or Degrading Treatnent or
Puni shnent

Hunman rights and forensic science

35. In its resolution 1996/ 31, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session on
progress in the subject-matter. The Comm ssion will have before it the report
of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/32).
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| ndependence of judges and | awers

36. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1994/41, M. Param Cumaraswany

(Mal aysi a) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur on the independence and
inmpartiality of the judiciary, jurors and assessors and the independence of
lawers. In its resolution 1997/23, the Conm ssion decided to extend the
mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for a further period of three years,
requested himto submit a report on the activities relating to his nandate to
the Commi ssion at its fifty-fourth session, and decided to consider this
guestion at that session. The Econonic and Social Council approved that
decision in its decision 1997/246. The Commi ssion will have before it the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awers
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 39 and Add. 1-4).

Staff nmenbers of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in detention

37. In its resolution 1997/25, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-General to conm ssion a conprehensive and independent study, from
within existing resources, to shed further Iight on the safety and security
probl ems faced by United Nations and other personnel carrying out activities
in fulfilment of the nandate of a United Nations operation, taking into
account the evolution of the nature of United Nations m ssions around the
world and the greater responsibilities of those personnel, giving due

consi deration to the views of the main United Nations agenci es concerned and
of relevant international organizations, both intergovernnental and

non- governnental . The Conmmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/33).

Right to freedom of opinion and expression

38. Pursuant to Commi ssion resolution 1993/45, M. A Hussain (lIndia) was
appoi nted as Speci al Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and
expression. In its resolution 1996/53, the Conm ssion decided to renew the

mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for a period of three years. The Econom c
and Social Council approved that decision in its decision 1996/266. At its
present session, pursuant to its resolution 1997/27, the Conm ssion will have
before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/40 and Add. 1-2).

Host age-t aki ng

39. In its resolution 1997/28, the Conmi ssion decided to consider this
guestion at its fifty-fourth session under the sanme agenda item

Right to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for victins of grave
violations of human rights and fundanental freedons

40. In its resolution 1997/29, the Conmission invited the Secretary-Genera
to request all States to submit their views and comments on the note and
revised draft basic principles and guidelines on the right to reparation for
victims of [gross] violations of human rights and international humanitarian

| aw contained i n docunent E/CN.4/1997/104, and to prepare a report setting out
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such views and comments for subm ssion to the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts at
its fifty-fourth session. The Commission will have before it the report of
the Secretary-General prepared pursuant to this request (E/ CN. 4/1998/34).

Question of arbitrary detention

41. At its forty-seventh session, in resolution 1991/42, the Comm ssion
decided to create, for a three-year period, a working group conposed of

five independent experts, with the task of investigating cases of detention
i nposed arbitrarily or otherwi se inconsistently with relevant internationa
standards or the relevant international |egal instruments accepted by the
States concerned. At its fifty-third session, in resolution 1997/50, the
Commi ssion decided to renew, for a three-year period the nandate of the
Wor ki ng Group. The Commi ssion requested the Wrking Group to submit to it at
its fifty-fourth session a report on its activities. At the present session
t he Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Wrking G oup

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 44 and Add. 1-2).

Children and juveniles in detention

42. In its decision 1997/106, the Conmmi ssion requested the Secretary-Cenera
to submt an updated report at its fifty-fourth session, and decided to
resume, on a biennial basis, consideration of this question at its
fifty-fourth session under the present agenda item The Comm ssion will have
before it the updated report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN.4/1998/35).

43. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to resolutions 1997/ 24 and
1997/ 25, adopted by the Sub-Comri ssion at its forty-ninth session

Question of hunman rights and states of energency

44, The Commi ssion, in its decision 1997/110, decided to request the Specia
Rapporteur on the question of human rights and states of emergency,

M. Leandro Despouy, to submit in his tenth annual report an updated |ist of
St at es whi ch have procl ai med, extended or term nated a state of energency,
together with final conclusions on the protection of human rights during
states of emergency and specific recomrendations as to how this question
shoul d be dealt with in the future

45, The Conmi ssion will have before it a note by the Secretary-Genera
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 41) transmitting the tenth annual report of the Special
Rapporteur of the Sub-Comm ssion on human rights and states of
energency (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1997/19 and Add. 1). The attention

of the Commission is also drawn to draft decision 6, in chapter | of
the report of the Sub-Conmission on its forty-ninth session

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50), and to decision 1997/115 of the
Sub- Commi ssi on.

O her matters

46. In connection with the present agenda item the attention of the
Conmi ssion is also drawn to draft decision 5, on the question of privatization
of prisons, proposed to the Conmi ssion for action, contained in chapter | of
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the report of the Sub-Conmmission on its forty-ninth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50) and to resolution 1997/28 and
deci sion 1997/116 of the Sub-Conmi ssion

Sub-item (a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shment

Speci al Rapporteur on the gquestion of torture

47. At its forty-first session the Conmission, inits resolution 1985/ 33,
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to exam ne questions relevant to
torture. The current special rapporteur, M. Nigel S. Rodley (United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), was appointed to the post in

April 1993. In its resolution 1995/37, the Comm ssion decided to extend the
mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for three years while nmaintaining the annua
cycle of reporting. Pursuant to its resolution 1997/38, at the present
session the Conm ssion will have before it the report of the Specia
Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/38 and Add. 1-2).

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture

48. In Decenber 1981, the General Assenbly, in its resolution 36/151
established the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture and
adopted the arrangenents for the managenent of the Fund (A/36/540). Voluntary
contributions paid to the Fund are distributed, through established channels
of assistance, as nedical, psychological, psychiatric, social, economc or

| egal assistance to the victins of torture and their relatives. The Fund is
adm ni stered by the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts on behal f of the
Secretary-General with the advice of a Board of Trustees authorized to pronote
and solicit contributions and pledges. An annual report is submtted by the
Secretary-Ceneral to the Assenbly and to the Comr ssion on Human Ri ghts.

49. Inits resolution 1997/38, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts called upon
the Board of Trustees of the Fund to report to the Conmi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session and present an updated assessnment of the gl obal need for

i nternational funding of rehabilitation services for victins of torture and
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to keep the Comm ssion informed of
t he operations of the Fund on an annual basis. At the present session, the
Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-General on the Fund
to the General Assenbly (A/52/387) and updated information for the Comm ssion
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 37) .

Sub-item (b) Status of the Convention against Torture and Ot her Cruel
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shnment

50. In its resolution 1997/38, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conmmi ssion an annual report on the status
of the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishnent. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E CN. 4/1998/36).
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Sub-item (c) Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances

51. In pursuance of General Assenbly resolution 33/173, the Comm ssion by
resolution 20 (XXXVI) of 29 February 1980, decided to establish for a period
of one year a working group consisting of five of its nenbers, to serve as
experts in their individual capacities, to exam ne questions relevant to
enforced or involuntary di sappearances of persons. The Comm ssion has
regularly renewed the Group's nandate since this tinme, nost recently at its
fifty-first session when, by its resolution 1995/38, it extended the

Working Group's nmandate for three years. |In its resolution 1997/26, the
Commi ssion requested the Group to report on its work to the Commi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Wor ki ng Group on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances (E/ CN. 4/1998/43).
(See al so paragraphs 86-87 bel ow.)

Sub-item (d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and Gther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or
Puni shnent

52. At its forty-eighth session, in its resolution 1992/43, the Comm ssion
deci ded to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group to el aborate
a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnment designed to establish a
preventive systemof visits to places of detention, using as a basis for

its discussion the draft text proposed by the Governnent of Costa Rica

on 22 January 1991, and to consider inplications of its adoption and the

rel ati onship between the draft optional protocol, regional instrunents and the
Commi ttee agai nst Torture.

53. At its fifty-third session, in resolution 1997/24, the Comm ssion
requested the open-ended working group to neet between sessions prior to

the fifty-third session of the Comrission in order to continue its work

and to subnmt a new report to the Conm ssion. The Wrking Goup net from 13
to 24 Cctober 1997 in Geneva. At the present session, the Comm ssion will
have before it the report of the Wrking Goup (E/ CN. 4/1998/42).

Item9. Further pronotion and encouragenent of hunman rights and fundanent al
freedons, including the question of the programme and nethods of work
of the Conm ssion:

(a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective
enjoynent of human rights and fundanental freedons;

(b) National institutions for the pronption and protection of
human rights;

(c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Hunman Rights within the
United Nations bodies and nmachinery dealing with the pronotion
and protection of human rights;

(d) Human rights, mass exoduses and displ aced persons
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Sub-item (a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective
enjoynent of human rights and fundanental freedons

Preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts

54. In its resolution 1997/35, the Conmi ssion decided to review at

its fifty-fourth session the state of the preparations for the

fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and to give
the matter attention commensurate with its historical significance.

55. The attention of the Comrmission is also drawn to resolution 1997/43
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-ninth session

Human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality

56. In its resolution 1997/36, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-General to transmt the resolution to Governnents, intergovernnmenta
and non-governnental organi zations and the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and to request their views

t hereon, and decided to remamin seized of this matter.

Themati c procedures

57. In its resolution 1997/37, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-General, in close collaboration with the thematic special
rapporteurs and working groups, to issue annually and sufficiently early their
concl usi ons and reconmendati ons, so as to enable further discussion of their

i npl enmentati on at subsequent sessions of the Commission. At its present
session, the Commission will have before it a note by the Secretary-Genera

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 46) .

58. In accordance with paragraph 10 (b) of the sanme resolution, a |ist of
all persons currently constituting the thematic and country procedures,
including their country of origin, is provided in an annex to the present
docunent .

Human rights and terrorism

59. In resolution 1997/42, the Conmm ssion urged all thematic special
rapporteurs and working groups to address as appropriate the consequences of
the acts, methods and practices of terrorist groups, in their forthcom ng
reports to the Conmission. It also requested the Secretary-General to
continue to collect information on the inplications of terrorismand of the
fight against terrorismon the full enjoynent of human rights from al

rel evant sources, including Governnents, specialized agencies,

i ntergovernmental organizati ons and non-governnental organizations, and to
make it available to the special rapporteurs and working groups concerned and
the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights for their consideration. The Commi ssion will
have before it the report of the Secretary-General (E CN. 4/1998/48).

60. The attention of the Commi ssion is also drawn to draft decision 9, in
chapter | of the report of the Sub-Comrission on its forty-ninth session
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Integrating the human rights of wonen into the human rights mechani sns of the
United Nations

61. At its fiftieth session, the Conm ssion adopted resol ution 1994/ 45,
entitled “The question of integrating the rights of wonmen into the human
rights nmechanismof the United Nations and the elimnm nation of violence against
wonen”, in which inter alia, it called for intensified effort at the
international level to integrate the equal status of wonmen and the human
rights of women into the nmainstream of United Nations systemw de activity and
to address these issues regularly and systematically throughout relevant

Uni ted Nations bodi es and nechani sns.

62. In its resolution 1997/43, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session on
the inplenentation of that resolution. Pursuant to that request, the

Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Cenera

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 49) .

63. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to resolution 1997/9
adopted by the Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-ninth session

Vi ol ence agai nst wonen

64. At its fiftieth session, in resolution 1994/45, the Conm ssion deci ded
to appoint, for a three-year period, a special rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, including its causes and consequences. Subsequently

Ms. Radhi ka Coomaraswany (Sri Lanka), was appoi nted as Special Rapporteur. At
its fifty-third session, in its resolution 1997/44, the Conm ssion deci ded
that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur should be renewed for a period of
three years and requested the Special Rapporteur to report annually to the
Commi ssion, beginning at its fifty-fourth session, on activities relating to
her mandate. The Econonic and Soci al Council approved that decision in its
deci sion 1997/255. At the present session, the Commi ssion will have before it
the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN. 4/1998/54 and Add.1). The
attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to resolutions 1997/8 and 1997/9 and
to paragraphs 46 to 52 of resolution 1997/22 adopted by the Sub-Commr ssion at
its forty-ninth session.

Regi onal arrangenents

65. Inits resolution 1997/45, entitled “Regional arrangenents for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region”, the
Commi ssi on requested the Secretary-Ceneral to submit to the Commi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session a further report incorporating informati on on the
progress achieved in the inplenentation of the present resolution. The

Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Cenera

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 50) .

Uni ted Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on

66. In its decision 1997/111, the Conmi ssion decided to defer consideration
of this question to its fifty-fourth session under the rel evant agenda item
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67. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to resolution 1997/7
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-ninth session

Rationalization of the work of the special procedures system and review of the

special procedures system

68. The Commi ssion, in its decision 1997/116, decided to defer consideration
of draft resolutions E/CN. 4/1997/L.86, entitled “Rationalization of the work
of the special procedures systent, and E/CN. 4/1997/L.87, entitled “Revi ew of
the special procedures systeni, to its fifty-fourth session

Sub-item (b) National institutions for the pronotion and protection of
human rights

69. In its resolution 1997/40, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session on
the inplenentati on of the present resolution and decided to continue its
consideration of this question at its fifty-fourth session. The Conm ssion
wi |l have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/47). The
attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral submitted to the fifty-second session of the

Ceneral Assenbly (A/52/468).

Sub-item (c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights within the
United Nations bodies and nmachinery dealing with the pronotion
and protection of hunan rights

70. Inits resolution 1997/76 the Conmi ssion decided to request the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to nake avail able on an annual basis a report on
the staff of the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner reflecting, inter alia,
grade, nationality and gender, including with regard to non-regular staff. It
al so decided to request the High Conmmi ssioner to submt to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-fourth session a report on the inplenentation of the present
resolution and to include in that report, inter alia, information on: (i)

Vol untary contributions, including their share in the overall budget of the
human rights programme and their allocation; and (ii) An assessnent of the

ef fectiveness of ongoing field operations. The Comm ssion decided to consider
the question of strengthening the Ofice of the High Comm ssioner at its
fifty-fourth session, including neasures taken in furtherance of the present
resol ution. The Commission will have before it the report of the High
Conmi ssi oner (E/ CN. 4/1998/52).

71. The Commission in its decision 1997/124, decided to defer consideration
of draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.47, entitled “Conposition of the staff of
the Centre for Human Rights”, to its fifty-fourth session

72. In connection with the present itemand with item 21 of the provisiona
agenda, the attention of the Conmission is also drawn to a note by the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights transmitting the report of the neeting of

speci al rapporteurs/representatives/experts and chairpersons of working groups
of the special procedures of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts and of the

advi sory services programre, held in CGeneva from21 to 23 May 1997

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 45) .
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Sub-item (d) Human rights, nass exoduses and di spl aced persons

Internally displaced persons

73. Inits resolution 1995/57, the Commi ssion decided to extend for a
further three years the mandate of the representative of the Secretary-Cenera
on internally displaced persons, M. Francis Deng (Sudan), and requested him
to continue to subnit annual reports on his activities to the Comm ssion on
Human Rights and to the General Assenbly. Pursuant to that request and to
resol ution 1997/39, the Conmission will have before it the report of the
representative of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 53 and Add. 1-2).

Human rights and nass exoduses

74. In its resolution 1997/75, the Conmi ssion requested the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to invite Governnments, intergovernmenta
organi zati ons, specialized agencies and non-governnmental organizations to
provi de information and to prepare, within existing resources, and submt to
the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session an update of his report, including
i nformati on on and recommendati ons and concl usions enmerging fromthe action
taken pursuant to the present resolution, with particular attention to
defining appropriate early-warning capacities and ensuing inplenentation
procedures and activities necessary to respond pronptly and effectively. The
Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the H gh Conmm ssioner

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 51) .

75. In connection with the present sub-item the attention of the Conm ssion
is also drawn to resolutions 1997/29, 1997/30 and 1997/ 31, adopted by the

Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-ninth session, and to draft decisions 7 and 8
proposed to the Conmi ssion for action, contained in chapter | of the report

of the Sub-Commission on its forty-ninth session (E/ CN. 4/1998/2-

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50) .

ltem 10. Question of the violation of human rights and fundanental freedons
in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and
ot her dependent countries and territories, including:

(a) Question of human rights in Cyprus;

(b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consistent pattern

of gross violations of hunan rights as provided for in
Commi ssion resolution 8 (XXI11) and Econoni ¢ and Soci al Counci

resolutions 1235 (XLII1) and 1503 (XLVIII1): report of the
Wrking Goup on Situations established by Econonic and Soci al
Council resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990

76. By resolution 1164 (XLI) of 5 August 1966, the Economi c and Soci al
Counci| wel comed the decision of the Conmission in its resolution 2 B (XXI1)
of 25 March 1966 to consider, at its twenty-third session, the question of its
tasks and functions and its role in relation to violations of human rights.

In resolution 2144 A (XXI) of 26 October 1966, the General Assenbly invited
the Council and the Conmi ssion to give urgent consideration to ways and neans
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of inproving the capacity of the United Nations to put a stop to violations of
human ri ghts wherever they might occur. Pursuant to these resolutions, the
Commi ssi on adopted resolution 8 (XXI11) of 16 March 1967, in which it decided
to give annual consideration to an itemon the question of violations of human
rights and fundanmental freedons. The title of the itemwas |ater nodified by
the Comm ssion. Subsequently, the Econom ¢ and Social Council adopted
resolutions 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XLVII1) on the question of violations of
human rights and fundanental freedons.

77. In resolution 32/130, the Ceneral Assenmbly decided that, in approaching
human rights questions within the United Nations system the internationa
comunity should accord, or continue to accord, priority to the search for
solutions to the mass and fl agrant violations of human rights of peoples

and persons affected by various situations referred to in the resol ution

The Assenbly reiterated those views in subsequent resolutions, including
resolution 37/199. In resolution 34/175, entitled "Effective action agai nst
mass and flagrant violations of human rights", the Assenbly urged the
appropriate United Nations bodies, within their mandates, particularly the
Conmi ssion, to take tinely and effective action in existing and future cases
of mass and flagrant violations of human rights. By resolution 37/200, the
General Assenbly urged all States to cooperate with the Comm ssion in its
study of violations of human rights and fundanmental freedons in any part of
the world and requested the Conmission to continue its efforts to inprove the
capacity of the United Nations systemto take urgent action in cases of
serious violations of human rights.

Situation of human rights in N geria

78. Pursuant to resolution 1997/53, the Chairman of the Conm ssion has

appoi nted M. Tiyanjana Maluwa (Mal awi) as Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Nigeria. Follow ng the resignation, on personal grounds,

of M. Ml uwa in August 1997, the Chairman of the fifty-third session of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, after consultations with the nenbers of the

Bur eau, appointed M. Soli Jehangir Sorabjee (India) as Special Rapporteur in
COct ober 1997.

79. The Speci al Rapporteur has been mandated, inter alia, to establish
direct contacts with the authorities and the people of Nigeria and to subnmt a
report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session, on the basis of any

rel evant information which mght be gathered, and to keep a gender perspective
in mnd when seeking and anal ysing information. The Conmi ssion will have
before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E CN. 4/1998/62).

Situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran

80. Inits resolution 1997/54, the Conm ssion decided to extend the mandate
of the Special Representative, as contained in Conm ssion resolution 1984/ 54,
for a further year and requested himto subnit an interimreport to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to report to the Comr ssion
at its fifty-fourth session, and to keep a gender perspective in mnd when
seeki ng and anal ysing information. The Conmmi ssion decided to continue its
exam nation of the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran
including the situation of mnority groups such as the Baha'is, at its
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fifty-fourth session. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Speci al Representative, M. Murice Copithorne (Canada) (E/ CN. 4/1998/59). The
report of the Special Representative to the CGeneral Assenbly (A/52/472, annex)
wi Il be avail abl e.

Hunman rights situation in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa

81. In its resolution 1997/55, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to bring the resolution to the attention of the Governnent
of Israel, toinvite it to provide information concerning the extent of its
i npl enmentation thereof and to report to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth
session on the results of his efforts in that regard. The Commi ssion wl|
have before it the report of the Secretary-General (E CN. 4/1998/56).

Cooperation with representatives of United Nations hunman ri ghts bodi es

82. In its resolution 1997/56, the Conmission invited the Secretary-Genera
to submt a report at its fifty-fourth session containing a conpilation and
anal ysis of any available information, fromall appropriate sources, on

al l eged reprisals agai nst those who seek to cooperate or have cooperated with
representatives of United Nations human rights bodies, or who have provided
testimony or information to them those who avail or have avail ed thensel ves
of procedures established under United Nations auspices for the protection of
human rights and fundanental freedons and all those who have provided | ega
assistance to themfor this purpose; those who subnmit or have submtted
comuni cati ons under procedures established by human rights instrunments; and
those who are relatives of victinms of human rights violations. The Conmi ssion
wi |l have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/57).

Situation of hunman rights in the territory of the forner Yugoslavia

83. Pursuant to Conmmi ssion resolution 1992/S-1/1, M. Tadeusz Mazow eck
(Pol and) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur. Follow ng the resignation of
M. Mazow ecki in July 1995, the Chairman of the Commi ssion appointed

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn (Finland) Special Rapporteur. 1In its resolution 1997/57,
t he Conm ssion decided to extend for one year the mandate of the Specia
Rapporteur. In conpliance with Commr ssion resolution 1997/57, the Specia

Rapporteur submitted periodic reports in Septenber 1997 (E/ CN.4/1998/9 and

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 12) and COctober 1997 (E/ CN.4/1998/13, E/ CN.4/1998/14 and

E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 15), and a report to the General Assenbly (A/52/490, annex). The
Conmi ssion will have before it the above-nentioned reports of the Specia
Rapporteur, as well as an additional report (E/ CN. 4/1998/63).

84. Also in resolution 1997/57, in consideration of the resignation of the
expert nenber of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances,
t he Comm ssion requested the Special Rapporteur to act on behalf of the
United Nations in dealing with the question of the mssing, and to report to
t he Conm ssion about activities concerning m ssing persons in the former
Yugosl avia. Several of the above-nmentioned reports of the Special Rapporteur
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 13, E/CN. 4/1998/ 14, A/ 52/490 and E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 63) accordingly
address this issue.
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Situation of human rights in the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo
(former Zaire)

85. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1994/87, M. Roberto Garretén (Chile)
was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. In its resolution 1997/58, the Comm ssion
decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for a further year
and requested himto report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session

86. In the same resolution, the Conmi ssion also requested the Speci al
Rapporteurs on the situation of human rights in the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo and on extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions and a nmenber of
the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances to carry out a
joint mssion to investigate all egations of nassacres and other issues
affecting human rights which arose fromthe situation that prevailed in the
eastern part of the country since Septenber 1996 and to report to the

CGeneral Assenbly by 30 June 1997 and to the Commission at its fifty-fourth
sessi on.

87. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 65) and a note by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting the report
of the joint investigative mssion subnmtted to the General Assenbly in

June 1997 (E/CN. 4/1998/64).

Situation of human rights in Sudan

88. Inits resolution 1997/59, the Conmi ssion decided to extend the

mandat e of the Special Rapporteur, M. Gispar Biro (Hungary), for an

additi onal year and requested the Special Rapporteur to report his findings
and recommendations to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to
the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session. The Conm ssion will have before
it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN. 4/1998/66). The report of the
Speci al Rapporteur to the General Assenbly (A/52/510, annex) wll be
avai |l abl e.

Situation of human rights in Iraq

89. Inits resolution 1997/60, the Conm ssion decided to extend the mandate
of the Special Rapporteur, as contained in Comr ssion resolution 1991/74 and
subsequent resolutions, for a further year, and requested the Specia
Rapporteur to subnit an interimreport on the situation of human rights in
Irag to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to report to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session. The Comri ssion will have before it
the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/67). The Speci al
Rapporteur's report to the General Assenbly (A/52/476, annex) will be
avai |l abl e.

Extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions

90. Pursuant to Economi c and Social Council resolution 1982/ 35,

M. Anps Wako (Kenya) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. Follow ng the
resignation of M. Wako in March 1982, M. Bacre W N di aye (Senegal) was
appoi nted Special Rapporteur. In its resolution 1995/73, the Comr ssion
deci ded that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur should be extended for
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three years. In its resolution 1997/61, the Conmi ssion requested himto
submit to it, on an annual basis, his findings, together with conclusions and
recommendati ons, as well as such other reports as the Special Rapporteur
deened necessary in order to keep the Comm ssion informed. The Comn ssion
wi |l have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/68 and
Add. 1-3). (See al so paragraphs 86-87 above.)

Situation of human rights in Cuba

91. Pursuant to Conmmi ssion resolution 1992/61, M. Johan-Carl G oth (Sweden)
was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Cuba.

In its resolution 1997/62, the Conmi ssion extended the mandate of the Specia
Rapporteur for one year and requested the Special Rapporteur to maintain
direct contacts with the Governnent and citizens of Cuba, as specified in past
resol utions of the Conmi ssion, and to submit an interimreport to the

CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to report to the Comr ssion
at its fifty-fourth session on the results of his endeavours. The Comm ssion
wi |l have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E CN. 4/1998/69).

The Speci al Rapporteur's report to the General Assenbly (A/52/479, annex) wll
be avail abl e.

Situation in East Tinor

92. Inits resolution 1997/63, the Comm ssion decided to consider the
situation in East Tinor at its fifty-fourth session under the present agenda
itemon the basis of the reports of special rapporteurs and working groups and
that of the Secretary-General. The Conmission will have before it the report
of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/58).

Situation of human rights in Myannar

93. Foll owi ng the resignation of the Special Rapporteur, M. Yozo Yokota
(Japan) in May 1996, M. Rajsooner Lallah (Mauritius) was appointed Specia
Rapporteur. In its resolution 1997/64, the Conm ssion decided to extend for a
further year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur and requested himto submt
an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to
report to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session. The
Commi ssion will have before it the report of the current Special Rapporteur

M. Raj soomer Lallah (E/CN.4/1998/70). The Special Rapporteur's report to the
CGeneral Assenbly (A/52/484, annex) will be avail able

Situation of human rights in Af ghani stan

94. Foll owi ng the death of the Special Rapporteur, M. Felix Ermacora
(Austria), in February 1995, M. Choong-Hyun Pai k (Republic of Korea) was
appoi nted Special Rapporteur. In its resolution 1997/65, the Comr ssion
extended the mandate for one year and requested the Special Rapporteur to
report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session and to consi der
submtting a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session
The Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 71). The report of the Special Rapporteur to the

CGeneral Assenbly (A/52/493, annex) will be avail able



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 1/ Add. 1
page 25

95. In its resolution 1997/65, the Conmi ssion al so requested the

United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to ensure a human rights
presence in the context of the United Nations activities in Afghanistan in
order to provide professional advice to all the Afghan parties, as well as to
the intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations active in the field.
In this respect, the Commi ssion will have before it a note by the High

Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1998/120).

Situation of human rights in Rwanda

96. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1994/S-3/1, M. René Degni- Ségu
(Cdte d'Ivoire) was appointed Special Rapporteur to investigate the human
rights situation in Rwanda and receive relevant, credible information on the
human rights situation there, including on root causes and responsibilities
for the recent atrocities. In its resolution 1997/66, the Comn ssion
requested the Chairnman of the Comri ssion to appoint a special representative
with the mandate to nmake reconmendati ons on how to inprove the human rights
situation in Rwanda, to facilitate the creation and effective functioning of
an i ndependent national human rights conm ssion in Rwanda, and further to make
recomendati ons on situations in which technical assistance to the CGovernnent
of Rwanda in the field of human rights may be appropriate. The specia
representative was requested to report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session and to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session in
accordance with his mandate. In the sanme resolution, the H gh Conm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts was requested to continue to report regularly on the
activities and findings of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda, and to
make those reports widely and pronptly available to both the Conm ssion and
the General Assenbly. The Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts was al so
requested to submt a report on the inplenmentation of the present resolution
to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session and to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session

97. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the current

Speci al Representative, M. Mchel Mussalli (Swtzerland), (E/ CN. 4/1998/60)
and the report of the Hi gh Conm ssioner (E/CN. 4/1998/61). The Specia
Representative's report to the General Assenbly (A/52/522, annex) will be
avail able, as will the report of the Hi gh Comm ssioner (annexes to docunents
A/ 52/ 486 and Add. 1/ Rev.1).

Situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea and assistance in the field of
human rights

98. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1993/69, M. Alejandro Artucio
Rodr i guez (Uruguay) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Equatorial Guinea. |In its resolution 1997/67, the Conmi ssion
decided to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one year and
requested himto report to the Commi ssion at its fifty-fourth session

The Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 73) .
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Situation of human rights in Burundi

99. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1995/90, M. Paul o Sérgio Pinheiro
(Brazil) was appointed Special Rapporteur with the task of draw ng up, on the
basis of all the information he considers relevant and his contacts with the
Burundi authorities and population, a report on the situation of human rights
in Burundi. In its resolution 1997/77, the Conm ssion decided to extend the
mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for an additional year and requested himto
report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session. The Comri ssion will have before it
the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/72 and Add.1l). The Specia
Rapporteur's report to the General Assenbly (A/52/505, annex) will be
avai |l abl e.

Action by the Sub-Commission at its forty-ninth session

100. The attention of the Conmission is drawn to the follow ng resolutions
and deci sions adopted by the Sub-Commission at its forty-ninth session that
are relevant to the present agenda item 1997/1 (Congo); 1997/2 (Bahrain)
and 1997/ 3 (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) (see E/CN. 4/1998/ 2-

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. I1).

Sub-item (a) Question of human rights in Cyprus

101. This question has been considered by the Conmmi ssion since its
thirty-second session, when it adopted resolution 4 (XXXI'll) of

27 February 1976. In its decision 1997/121, the Conmi ssion decided to retain
the sub-itemon its agenda and to give it due priority at its fifty-fourth
session, it being understood that action required by previous resolutions of

t he Conmi ssion on the subject would continue to remain operative, including
the request to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide a report regarding their

i mpl enentation. At its present session the Commission will have before it the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/55).

Sub-item (b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consi stent
pattern of gross violations of hunman rights as provided for
in Commi ssion resolution 8 (XXII1) and Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council resolutions 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XLVIII): report of
the Working Group on Situations established by Econonic and
Social Council resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990

102. By resolution 1503 (XLVIII) of 27 May 1970, the Economi c and Soci al
Counci | established a procedure for dealing with conmunications concerning
al l eged violations of human rights. Particular situations referred to the
Commi ssi on by the Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) were placed
before the Conmission for the first tinme at its thirtieth session in 1974.
Since then particular situations relating to 75 countries have been pl aced
bef ore the Conm ssion under the procedure.

103. Fromits thirtieth session, in 1974 (see Commi ssion decision 3 (XXX)
of 6 March 1974), the Conmi ssion annually set up a working group of five of
its menbers, due account being taken of considerations of geographica
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di stribution, to neet for one week prior to the Comm ssion's follow ng session
to exam ne the particular situations referred to the Conm ssion by the

Sub- Commi ssi on under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) and those situations

of which the Conmm ssion was sei zed under that procedure, and to make
recommendati ons to the Conmi ssion on the course of action to take in respect
of each particular situation. By resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990, the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, acting on the recomendati on contained in

Conmi ssion resolution 1990/55 of 7 March 1990, authorized the establishment of
the working group, to be referred to as the Wirking G oup on Situations, on a
per manent basis, instead of the earlier ad hoc basis.

104. At its thirtieth session, the Conm ssion decided that the Governnents
concerned should henceforth be invited to submt witten observations relating
to the particular situations referred to the Conmm ssion (decision 3 (XXX)

para. 4).

105. In 1978, the Conmi ssion decided to issue invitations, during the first
week of each session, to the States directly concerned, asking themto send
representatives to address the Conm ssion and to answer any questions put by
menbers of the Conm ssion (decision 5 (XXXIV)).

106. In 1979, the Conmi ssion decided to authorize its Wrking G oup on
Situations in future to communi cate the text of the relevant reconmendati ons
as soon as possible to the Governnments directly concerned, in order to
facilitate their participation in the examnmi nation of the situations concerning
their countries, as provided for in Conm ssion decision 5 (XXXIV)

(decision 14 (XXXV)).

107. In 1980, the Conmi ssion decided that the States invited to attend the

cl osed neetings of the Conm ssion under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII)
shoul d have the right to attend and to participate in the entire discussion of
the situation concerning them and to be present during the adoption of the
final decision taken in regard to that situation (decision 9 (XXXVI)).

108. Al actions taken under the procedure governed by Counci

resolution 1503 (XLVIIIl) remain confidential until such tine as the Comm ssion
may deci de to meke reconmendations to the Council. The docunentation
pertaining to the procedure is also confidential

109. At its fifty-fourth session, the Commi ssion will have before it the
report of the Working Group on Situations, as well as other confidentia
docunents pertaining to the sub-item including the confidential report of the
forty-ninth session of the Sub-Conm ssion (E/CN. 4/1998/ R 1 and addenda).
Qobservati ons which nmay be received fromthe Governnments concerned (to be
issued in the E/CN. 4/ 1998/ R 2 series) will also be made available. 1In
addition, the Comrission will have before it the relevant earlier materia
relating to the situations of which the Comm ssion is seized. The
above-nentioned confidential docunents will be handed to the nenbers of the
Conmi ssion at the session

110. Chapter XV of the report of the Sub-Conmmi ssion on the work of its
forty-ninth session is also relevant to this sub-item
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Item 11. Measures to inprove the situation and ensure the human rights
and dignity of all mgrant workers

111. The General Assenbly, in resolution 45/158 of 18 Decenber 1990, adopted
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families.

112. In its resolution 1997/13, the Conmi ssion decided to continue to examn ne
the question of violence agai nst wonen nmigrant workers at its fifty-fourth
session. The Secretary-General was requested to submit a conprehensive report
to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session on the inplenentation of that
resol ution, including information received fromorgans and bodi es of the
United Nations system Menber States, intergovernnmental organizations and

ot her concerned bodies. The Conmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/74).

113. In its resolution 1997/ 14, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to subnmit to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session
a report on the status of the Convention and on the efforts nade by the
Secretariat to pronote the Convention and the protection of the rights of
m grant workers. The Conmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/75).

114. In its resolution 1997/15, the Conmi ssion decided to establish a working
group consisting of five intergovernnental experts, appointed on the basis of
equi tabl e geographi cal representation after consultations with the regiona
groups, to neet for two periods of five working days prior to the fifty-fourth
session of the Commission, with a mandate to: (a) gather all rel evant

i nformati on from Governnents, non-governnental organizations and any ot her

rel evant sources on the obstacles existing to the effective and ful

protection of the human rights of mgrants; and (b) el aborate recomendati ons
to strengthen the pronotion, protection and inplenentation of the human rights
of migrants. The working group net from17 to 21 November 1997 and from 16 to
20 February 1998. The Conmission will have before it the report of the
wor ki ng group (E/CN. 4/1998/76).

115. The attention of the Conmmi ssion is also drawn to resolution 1997/4 and
to paragraphs 34 to 42 of resolution 1997/22 adopted by the Sub-Comr ssion at
its forty-ninth session (see E/CN. 4/1998/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/50, chap. 11).

ltem 12. Racism racial discrinmnation, xenophobia and related intol erance

116. In its resolution 1995/11, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to subnmit to the Conmi ssion a detailed annual report on

(a) all activities of Menber States, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es and non-governmental organizations, analysing information received on
such activities to conbat racismand racial discrimnation; (b) neasures to be
taken to inprove the coordination of the activities of the Progranme of Action
or to supplenent, on the basis of the discussions in plenary, the Programre of
Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation
Pursuant to that request, the Commission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/77).
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117. Under the present item the Conmission will also have before it the
report of the seminar on immgration, racismand racial discrimnation held in
Geneva from5 to 9 May 1997 (E/CN. 4/1998/ 77/ Add. 1) and the report of the

sem nar on the role of the Internet with regard to the provisions of the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, held in Geneva from 10 to 14 Novenber 1997

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 77/ Add. 2) .

118. In its resolution 1997/ 74, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt to it at its fifty-fourth session a report on the
i mpl enentation of that resolution. The Conm ssion will have before it the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN.4/1998/78).

119. Pursuant to Commi ssion resolution 1993/20, M. d él e- Ahanhanzo

(Benin) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism
raci al discrimnation and xenophobia and related intolerance. Inits

resol ution 1996/ 21, the Conm ssion decided to extend for a period of

three years the nandate of the Special Rapporteur to exam ne incidents

of contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation, any form of
discrimnation, inter alia against Blacks, Arabs and Muslinms, xenophobia,
negrophobia, anti-Semtismand related intol erance, as well as governnenta
measures to overcone them and to report on these natters on a yearly basis to
the Commission. In its resolution 1997/73, the Commi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special Rapporteur, w thout any further
delay, with all the appropriate assistance and resources to carry out his
mandat e and enable himto submt an interimreport to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-second session and a conprehensive report to the Comrission at its
fifty-fourth session. The Commission will have before it the reports of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/CN. 4/1998/79). The Special Rapporteur's report to the
CGeneral Assenbly (A/52/471, annex) will be avail able

120. The Commission will also have before it the annual reports on racia
di scrimnation submtted by the International Labour Organization
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 80) and by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (E/ CN.4/1998/81).

121. The attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to resol ution 1997/5
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-ninth session (see
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. 11).

ltem 13. Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts

122. In its decision 1997/104, the Conmission reaffirmng its

resolution 1996/ 16, requested the Secretary-General to submt to it, at its
fifty-fourth session, an updated version of the report on the status of the

I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on the
International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and its Optiona
Protocol s, including all reservations and declarations. Accordingly, the
Commi ssion will have before it the updated report of the Secretary-General on
the status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1998/83).
Reservations, declarations, notifications and objections relating to the
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I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optiona
Protocol s thereto are contained in docunent ST/LEG SER E/ 14.

123. Also in its decision 1997/104, the Commi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to transmt the text of the draft optional protocol to the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, contained in
docunent E/CN. 4/1997/ 105, to Governnents and intergovernmental and

non- gover nnental organi zations for their comments for subm ssion to the

Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session. The Conm ssion will
have before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/84). 1In this
connection, the attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on progress towards the realization of econom c, social and
cultural rights (E/ CN. 4/1998/25) subnmitted in accordance w th paragraph 6 (b)
of Conmi ssion resolution 1997/17 (see para. 18 above).

124. Inits resolution 1997/12 entitled “Question of the death penalty”, the
Commi ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to it, in consultation
wi th Governnents, specialized agencies and intergovernnental and

non- gover nment al organi zations, a yearly suppl ement on changes in | aw and
practice concerning the death penalty worldwi de to his quinquennial report on
capi tal punishnment and inplenentation of the Safeguards guaranteeing
protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty. The Conm ssion
wi |l have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/82).

125. The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to resolution 1997/41
adopted by the Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-ninth session

Item 14. Effective functioning of bodies established pursuant to
United Nations hunman rights instrunents

126. In its decision 1997/105, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, wel com ng the
final report of the independent expert on enhancing the |ong-term
effectiveness of the United Nations human rights treaty system invited the
Secretary-Ceneral to solicit the views of United Nations bodies, Governnents,
speci al i zed agenci es, intergovernnental and non-governmental organizations and
i nterested persons on the report of the independent expert and to submt a
report thereon, including the Secretary-General's own views on the | egal

adm ni strative and other inplications of the report's recommendations, to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session. The Comri ssion will have before it
the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/85).

127. By the sane decision, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts decided to consider
at its fifty-fourth session all reports relevant to the effective

i npl enentation of international human rights instrunments, including those of
the Secretary-Ceneral, the seventh and eighth neeting of persons chairing
human rights treaty bodies (annexes to docunents A/ 51/482 and A/ 52/507,
respectively) and the independent expert (E/ CN. 4/1997/74). The Comm ssion
wi |l have before it those reports.
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Item 15. Report of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities on its forty-ninth session

128. The report of the Sub-Conmi ssion on its forty-ninth session is contained
in docurment E/CN. 4/1998/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50.

129. At its forty-ninth session, the Sub-Conm ssion adopted 43 resol utions
and 19 decisions, which are reproduced in the report.

130. Chapter | of the report of the Sub-Commi ssion contains 1 draft
resolution and 10 draft decisions proposed to the Conm ssion for action. They
are as follows:

A. Draft resolution

Organi zation of the sessions of the Sub-Comm ssion

B. Draft deci sions

1. Permanent forumw thin the United Nations system for indigenous
peopl es

2. Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

3. Wor ki ng Group on I ndi genous Popul ati ons

4, Prevention of discrimnation against and protection of mnorities

5. Privatization of prisons

6. Question of human rights and states of energency

7. Freedom of novenent and popul ati on transfer

8. Study concerning the right to freedom of novenent

9. Human rights and terrorism

10. Human rights and scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnents

131. Annex IV to the report of the Sub-Conm ssion contains the resolutions
and deci sions of the Sub-Conmm ssion referring to matters which are drawn to
the attention of the Comm ssion

132. Inits resolution 1997/22, the Comm ssion decided to invite the Chairnman
of the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-ninth session to report to the Comr ssion
at its fifty-fourth session on significant aspects of the work of the

Sub- Commi ssion. The Commi ssion also invited its Chairman to informthe

Sub- Commi ssi on on the debate under this item

133. The Commission will have before it the report of the Chairman of the
Sub- Commi ssi on submitted pursuant to Comm ssion resolution 1997/ 22
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 88) .
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Traffic in wonen and qgirls

134. Inits resolution 1997/19, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Commission at its fifty-fourth session with
his report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the

i mpl enment ati on of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/66. The Comm ssion will have
before it a note by the Secretary-General (E/CN. 4/1998/86) transmtting that
report (A/52/355).

Contemporary forns of sl avery

135. Inits resolution 1997/20, the Commission, inter alia, requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to transmt to Covernnments an appeal for contributions to
the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contenporary Forns of Slavery. At
t he present session, the Conmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-General on the financial situation of the Fund (E/ CN. 4/1998/89).
The attention of the Commission is also drawn to resol utions 1997/21

and 1997/22 and to decision 1997/114 adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its
forty-ninth session.

M ni nrum hunmani t ari an st andar ds

136. In its resolution 1997/21, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral, in coordination with the International Comrttee of the
Red Cross and within existing resources, to submit to the Commi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session an anal ytical report on the issue of fundanmenta
standards of humanity, taking into consideration in particular the issues
raised in the report of the International Wrkshop on M ninum Humani tari an
Standards held in Cape Town, South Africa, from 27 to 29 Septenber 1996, and
identifying, inter alia, common rules of human rights |aw and internationa
humani tarian |aw that are applicable in all circumstances. In preparing his
study, the Secretary-Ceneral was requested to seek the views of and

i nformati on from Governnents, United Nations bodies, in particular the Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees, the human rights treaty
bodi es and intergovernnental organizations, as well as regional organizations
and non-governnental organizations. The Commission will have before it the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/87 and addenda).

Hunman rights of persons with disabilities

137. In its decision 1997/107, the Commi ssion decided to resume consideration
of this question at its fifty-fourth session and to invite the Specia
Rapporteur on disability of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment to be
present on that occasion

O her matters

138. In connection with the present item the attention of the Commission is
also drawn to the draft resolution and to draft decision 10 proposed to the
Conmi ssion for action, contained in chapter | of the report of the

Sub- Commi ssion on its forty-ninth session
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Item 16. Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities

139. Inits resolution 49/192, the CGeneral Assenbly called upon the

Commi ssion on Human Rights to examine, as a matter of priority, ways and neans
to pronote and protect effectively the rights of persons belonging to
mnorities as set out in the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
Nati onal or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities.

140. Pursuant to Commi ssion resolution 1995/24, the Sub-Comr ssion
established, initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessional working
group consisting of five of its nenbers to neet each year for five working
days, in particular to:

(a) Revi ew the pronotion and practical realization of the Declaration
on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li nguistic Mnorities;

(b) Exam ne possible solutions to problens involving mnorities,
i ncluding the pronotion of nutual understandi ng between and anong mnorities
and Governnments; and

(c) Recommend further neasures, as appropriate, for the pronotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic mnorities.

141. In its resolution 1997/16, the Commi ssion invited the Wrking Group to
subm t, through the Sub-Conm ssion, a conprehensive report on its work to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session for the consideration of, inter alia,
the extension of its nmandate. The Secretary-General was requested to submt
to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session a report on the inplenentation
of that resolution. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/90) and a note by the Secretariat

(E/CN. 4/1998/91) transmitting the reports of the Wirking Group on its third
session (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/18).

142. In this connection, the attention of the Commi ssion is also drawn to the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session (A/52/498).

143. The attention of the Conmi ssion is also drawn to resolution 1997/23
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-ninth session, and to

draft decision 4 proposed to the Conmmi ssion for action, contained in chapter
of the report of the Sub-Conm ssion on its forty-ninth session

ltem 17. Advisory services in the field of hunan rights

144. In its resolution 1997/46, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt an analytical report to the Commi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session on the progress and concrete achi evements made as wel |l as
obstacl es encountered in the inplementation of the progranme of advisory
services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights and on the
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operation and adm nistration of the Voluntary Fund for Techni cal Cooperation
in the Field of Human Rights. The Conmission will have before it the report
of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/92).

Assi stance to Somalia in the field of hunan rights

145. Followi ng the resignation of M. Mhamed Charfi (Tunisia) at the end

of 1996, Ms. Mona Ri shmawi (Jordan) was appoi nted i ndependent expert. Inits
resolution 1997/47, the Comm ssion requested the independent expert to report
to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session, in particular on the basis of a
det ai |l ed assessnent of the neans necessary to establish a programe of

advi sory services and technical cooperation through, inter alia, the
contribution of agencies and programmes of the United Nations in the field, as
wel | as of the non-governmental sector. The Commission will have before it
the report of the independent expert (E/ CN.4/1998/96).

Situation of human rights in Canbodi a

146. In its resolution 1997/49, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session on
the role of the Centre for Human Rights in assisting the Government and people
of Canbodia in the pronotion and protection of human rights and on the
recommendati ons nmade by the Special Representative on matters within his
mandat e

147. The Commission will have before it the report of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, M. Thonmas Hanmarberg (Sweden)

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 95) and the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/94).
The Speci al Representative's report to the General Assenbly (A/52/489, annex)
wi |l be avail abl e.

Assi stance to Guatemala in the field of hunan rights

148. In its resolution 1997/51, the Conmi ssion, having considered with
satisfaction the report of the independent expert, M. Mnica Pinto
(Argentina), and expressing its gratitude to the independent expert for her
report and for the way in which she has di scharged her mandate, requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to send a nission to Guatenmala at the end of 1997 and to
submt a report to the Comm ssion at its fifty-fourth session on the evolution
of the situation of human rights in Guatenmala in the |ight of the

i npl enmentati on of the peace agreenments, with a view to concluding the
consideration of the case of CGuatenala in the agenda of the Comm ssion. The
Secretary-Ceneral's m ssion should take into account the verification work
done by M NUGUA and the information subnmitted by the Government of Cuatenal a,
the Fol | ow-up Conmi ssion on conpliance with the peace agreenments, the
political organizations and the non-governnental human rights organizations,
as well as the inplenentation of the agreement on the provision of advisory
services in the field of human rights signed by the Governnent of Guatemnal a
and the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights. The Comm ssion

wi |l have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral's m ssion

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 93) .
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149. In this connection, the attention of the Commi ssion is also drawn to the
statement made, on behal f of the Sub-Conmm ssion, by the Chairman of its
forty-ninth session on respect for human rights and the conclusion of the
peace process in Guatenal a (see paras. 41-42 of the report of the

Sub- Commi ssion on its forty-ninth session).

Situation of human rights in Haiti

150. In its resolution 1997/52, the Conm ssion invited the independent
expert, M. Adama Dieng (Senegal), to informthe General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session and the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth
sessi on about the devel opnent of the human rights situation in Haiti. The
Conmi ssion will have before it the report of the independent expert
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 97). The independent expert's report to the General Assenbly
(A/52/ 499, annex) will be avail able.

Situation of human rights in Liberia

151. In the statenent on the situation of human rights in Liberia, agreed on
by consensus by the Commi ssion, made by the Chairman on 16 April 1997, the
Commi ssion, inter alia, decided to remain seized of the matter under its
agenda itementitled “Advisory services in the field of human rights” (see

E/ 1997/ 23- E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 150, para. 578).

ltem 18. | npl enentation of the Declaration on the Elinination of Al Forns of

I ntol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief

152. After the proclamation by the General Assenbly in 1981 of the

Decl aration on the Elimnation of All Fornms of I|Intolerance and of

Di scrimnation Based on Religion or Belief (resolution 36/55), consideration
of neasures to inplenent the Declaration was taken up, at the request of the
Assenbly, by the Comm ssion and the Sub-Comm ssion

153. At its forty-second session, in resolution 1986/20, the Comm ssion
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to exam ne incidents and governnenta
actions which were inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration

154. At its fifty-first session the Conm ssion, in resolution 1995/23,
decided to extend for three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur

155. M. Abdel fattah Anor (Tunisia), who succeeded M. Angel o d' Al nei da
Ri beiro (Portugal) in 1993, submtted successive reports (E/ CN. 4/1994/79;
E/ CN. 4/ 1995/ 91 and Add. 1; E/CN.4/1996/95 and Add. 1-2; E/ CN.4/1997/91 and
Add. 1) to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fiftieth, fifty-first,
fifty-second and fifty-third sessions, as well as to the General Assenbly
at its fiftieth, fifty-first and fifty-second sessions (annexes to
documents A/ 50/440; A/51/542 and Add. 1-2; A/ 52/477 and Add.1).

156. At the present session, the Conmi ssion will have before it the report of
t he Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1998/6 and Add. 1-2) submitted pursuant to
Conmi ssion resolution 1997/18.
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ltem 19. Drafting of a declaration on the right and responsibility of
i ndi vi dual s, groups and organs of society to pronpte and protect
uni versally recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedons

157. At its fortieth session, the Commission, by its decision 1984/116,

deci ded to establish an open-ended working group to draft a declaration on the
right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to
pronmote and protect universally recogni zed human rights and fundanenta
freedons.

158. At its fifty-third session, the Conm ssion had before it the report of
the Working Group on its twelfth session (E/CN. 4/1997/92). 1Inits

resolution 1997/70, the Comm ssion urged the working group to complete its
task pronptly and submit the draft declaration to the Comm ssion. The
Econom ¢ and Social Council, in its resolution 1997/51, authorized the working
group to neet for a period of eight working days prior to the fifty-fourth
session of the Conm ssion. The Conmmission will have before it the report of

t he working group (E/ CN. 4/1998/98).

ltem 20. Rights of the child, including:

(a) Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,;

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography;

(c) Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography;

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the prevention of the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic
neasures needed for their prevention and eradication

Draft optional protocol on the involvenent of children in arned conflicts

159. At its fiftieth session, in its resolution 1994/91, the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts decided to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group
of the Commission to el aborate, as a matter of priority, a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of
children in arnmed conflicts, using as one basis for its discussions the
prelimnary draft optional protocol submitted by the Commttee on the Rights
of the Child (E/ CN. 4/1994/91).

160. At its fifty-third session, the Commission, in its resolution 1997/78,
wel comed the report of the working group on its third session (E/ CN. 4/1997/96)
and requested the group to neet for a period of two weeks, or less if
possible, prior to the fifty-fourth session of the Commi ssion in order to

finalize the draft optional protocol. This request was endorsed by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council in its decision 1997/281. At the present session
the Comm ssion will have before it the report of the working group on its

fourth session (E/ CN. 4/1998/102).
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The inpact of armed conflict on children

161. At its fifty-first session, the Ceneral Assenbly, inits

resolution 51/77, recommended that the Secretary-Ceneral appoint for a period
of three years a Special Representative on the inmpact of arnmed conflict on
children and requested the Special Representative to submt to the

General Assenbly and the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts an annual report
containing relevant information on the situation of children affected by arned
conflict.

162. The Commi ssion on Human Rights, at its fifty-third session, inits

resol ution 1997/78, wel coned the recommendati on by the General Assenbly to the
Secretary-Ceneral to appoint a special representative and decided to invite
Menmber States, United Nations organs and bodies, the International Conmittee
of the Red Cross, as well as other relevant intergovernmental and

non- gover nnental organi zations to contribute to the work of the Specia
Representative. M. Oara Qunnu (Cdte d'Ivoire) was subsequently noni nated
as Special Representative.

163. In view of his late nomnation, M. OQunnu did to submit a report to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session. At its present session, the
Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Representative

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 119) .

Sub-item (a) Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

164. In its resolution 1997/78, the Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt a report on the status of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session. At the
present session, the Conmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/CN. 4/1998/99). The reports of the Commttee on the
Rights of the Child on its fourteenth (CRC/C/62), fifteenth (CRC/ C/66) and
si xteenth (CRC/ C/69) sessions will be available

Sub-item (b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child

prostitution and child pornography

165. At its forty-sixth session, in its resolution 1990/68, the Comm ssion
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to consider matters relating to the
sal e of children, child prostitution and child pornography, including the
probl em of the adoption of children for conmmercial purposes. Subsequently,

M. Vitit Muntarbhorn (Thail and) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur. Follow ng
the resignation of M. Mintarbhorn in OCctober 1994, Ms. Ofelia Cal cetas-Santos
(Philippines) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur

166. At its fifty-third session, the Commission, in its resolution 1997/78,
decided to request the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance and to urge all relevant parts of the

United Nations systemto provide the Special Rapporteur w th conprehensive
reporting to nmake the full discharge of her nandate possible and to enabl e her
to submt a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and a



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 1/ Add. 1
page 38

report to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session. The
interimreport of the Special Rapporteur to the General Assenmbly at its
fifty-second session is contained in docunment A/ 52/482, annex.

167. At its present session, the Commrission will have before it the

report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1998/101), as well as the

reports on her nmissions to Kenya (E/ CN. 4/1998/ 101/ Add. 1) and to Mexico

(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 101/ Add. 2). The attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to

par agraphs 12 to 15 of resolution 1997/ 22 adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at its
forty-ninth session.

Sub-item (c) Programre of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

168. At its forty-eighth session, the Comm ssion, in its resolution 1992/74,
adopted the Programre of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. The Comnr ssion requested all States
to informthe Sub-Conm ssion periodically of neasures adopted to inplenent the
Programme of Action and on the efficacy of such neasures and requested the
Sub- Commi ssion to submt every two years a report to the Conmm ssion on the
state of inplenentation of the Programme of Action by all States.

169. The Sub-Commission, at its forty-eighth session, inits
resolution 1996/ 12, requested the Secretary-General to submt to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session a report on neasures adopted to
i mpl enment the Programe of Action

170. At the present session, the Conmi ssion will have before it a note by the
Secretariat (E/ CN. 4/1998/100) transmitting the report of the Secretary-Genera
to the Sub-Conmm ssion (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1997/11), containing the replies received
from States concerning the inplenmentation of the Progranmre of Action

Sub-item (d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the prevention of the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic
neasures needed for their prevention and eradication

171. At its fiftieth session, inits resolution 1994/90, and in followup to
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 156, the Comm ssion decided to establish an
open-ended inter-sessional working group of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
responsi ble for elaborating, as a matter of priority and in cl ose cooperation
with the Special Rapporteur and the Committee on the Ri ghts of the Child,

gui delines for a possible draft optional protocol on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic neasures
required for their prevention and eradication

172. At its fifty-first session, in its resolution 1995/78, the Conmm ssion
deci ded that the working group should el aborate, as a matter of priority and
in close cooperation with the Special Rapporteur and the Comrmittee on the

Ri ghts of the Child, and on the basis of the guidelines contained in annex I

of its report (E/ CN. 4/1995/95), a draft optional protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy.
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173. At its fifty-third session, the Comm ssion considered the report on

the third session of the working group (E/CN. 4/1997/97) and, inits

resolution 1997/78 requested the working group to neet for a period of two
weeks, or less if possible, prior to the fifty-fourth session of the
Commission to finalize the draft optional protocol before the tenth

anni versary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. At the present
session, the Commission will have before it the report of the working group on
its fourth session (E/ CN. 4/1998/103).

ltem21. Followup to the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts

174. In its resolution 1997/69 the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts requested the
Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Human Rights to continue to report on the measures taken
and the progress achieved in the conprehensive inplenmentation of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action. The Conmission will have before it the
report of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner (E/ CN. 4/1998/104).

Report of the High Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts

175. The General Assenbly in its resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decemnber 1993
decided to create the post of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human
Rights and, inter alia, requested the Hi gh Comr ssioner to report annually on
his activities, in accordance with his mandate, to the Comr ssion on Human

Ri ghts and, through the Econonmic and Social Council, to the General Assenbly.

176. At its fifty-third session, the Commission, in its resolution 1997/68,
took note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts and decided to continue the consideration of
this question at its fifty-fourth session under the present agenda item

177. In connection with the present itemand with item9 of the provisiona
agenda, the attention of the Conmission is also drawn to a note by the High
Conmmi ssioner transmtting the report of the meeting of special
rapporteurs/representatives, experts and chairpersons of working groups of the
speci al procedures of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and of the advisory
services programe, held in Geneva from21 to 23 May 1997 (E/ CN. 4/1998/45).

Item 22. The question of conscientious objection to mlitary service

178. At its fifty-first session, the Conmission, in its resolution 1995/83,
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transnit the text of that resolution to al
States Menbers of the United Nations and to include the right of conscientious
objection to mlitary service in the public information activities of the
United Nations, including the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on. The Secretary-Ceneral was al so requested to submt to the
Commission at its fifty-third session an update of the information provided in
the annexes to the report by M. Asbjegrn Ei de and M. Chanma Mibanga- Chi poya,
entitled Conscientious Objection to Mlitary Service (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E. . 85.XIV.1l), submtted to the Sub-Comr ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at its thirty-sixth
session, taking into account information from Governnments and non-gover nnent a
organi zations and any further information available to him The Conm ssion
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decided to consider this matter further at its fifty-third session under an
agenda itemwith a newtitle: “The question of conscientious objection to
mlitary service”.

179. At its fifty-third session, the Conm ssion had before it the report of
the Secretary-General prepared pursuant to resolution 1995/83
(E/CN.4/1997/99). In its decision 1997/117, the Comm ssion decided to defer
consi deration of the question of conscientious objection to mlitary service
toits fifty-fourth session

Item 23. 1ndi genous issues

180. In its decision 1996/102, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts deci ded to add
a new agenda item entitled “Indigenous issues”, to its agenda.

A permanent forum for indi genous people

181. The Commi ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1997/30, requested the
Hi gh Comm ssi oner to convene the second wor kshop on a permanent forum for

i ndi genous people in the United Nations systemfor a period of three days
prior to the fifteenth session of the Wrking G oup on Indi genous Popul ati ons.
The second workshop on a permanent forumwas held in Santiago de Chile from
30 June to 2 July 1997. The Conmmi ssion al so requested the Hi gh Commi ssi oner
to transmt the report of the workshop to the Working Group, inviting it to
express its views, and to submt the report, together with any conments
arising fromdiscussions in the Wirking Goup, to the Comm ssion at its
forty-fourth session. The Commission will have before it the report of the
wor kshop (E/CN. 4/1998/11 and Add.1). The comrents of the Wbrking G oup on

I ndi genous Popul ati ons are contained in paragraphs 109-124 of the report of
the Worki ng G oup on | ndigenous Popul ations on its fifteenth session

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 14) .

Working group of the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights to el aborate a draft
decl aration

182. In its resolution 1995/32, the Comm ssion decided to establish an
open-ended inter-sessional working group of the Comm ssion with the sole

pur pose of elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in
the annex to Sub-Commi ssion resolution 1994/45, entitled “draft United Nations
decl aration on the rights of indigenous peoples”. In its resolution 1997/31,

t he Comm ssion recommended that the working group neet for 10 working days and
submt a progress report to the Comm ssion at its fifty-fourth session. The
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council approved that decision in its resolution 1997/50.
The working group net from 27 October to 7 Novenber 1997. The Commi ssion will
have before it the report of the working group on its third session

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 106) .

International Decade of the World's | ndi genous Peopl e

183. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993,
procl ai med the International Decade of the Wrld's |Indigenous People
comenci ng on 10 December 1994. In its resolution 50/157, the

CGeneral Assenbly adopted the Programe of Activities for the Internationa
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Decade of the World's I ndigenous People as contained in the annex to the
resolution and requested the Secretary-General to report on progress nmade at

t he national, regional and international levels to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session (see A/51/499). The Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in its
resolution 1997/32, invited the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to report
toit at its fifty-fourth session. The Commi ssion will have before it the
report of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner (E/ CN. 4/1998/107).

184. At its forty-ninth session, the Sub-Comni ssion adopted

resol utions 1997/ 10 (Permanent forumw thin the United Nations for indigenous
peopl es), 1997/12 (Study on indigenous land rights), 1997/13 (Protection of
the heritage of indigenous people), 1997/14 (Wrking G oup on Indigenous
Popul ations), 1997/15 (Internati onal Decade of the World' s |Indi genous Peopl e)
and decision 1997/110 (Study on treaties, agreenments and other constructive
arrangenents between States and indi genous popul ati ons).

185. The attention of the Conmi ssion is also drawn to draft decisions 1, 2
and 3 relating to indigenous issues, recomrended to the Comm ssion for action
contained in chapter | of the report of the Sub-Commi ssion on its forty-ninth
sessi on.

ltem 24. Election of nmenbers of the Sub-Conni ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities

186. In accordance with Econonic and Social Council resolution 1334 (XLIV) of
31 May 1968 and 1986/ 35 of 23 May 1986 and deci sions 1978/ 21 of 5 May 1978 and
1987/ 102 of 6 February 1987, the Commi ssion on Human Rights, at its
forty-fourth session in 1988, elected 26 nenbers of the Sub-Conm ssion, as
well as their alternates, fromnoni nati ons of experts nade by States Menbers
of the United Nations on the follow ng basis: seven nenbers from African
States; five menbers from Asian States; three nenbers from Eastern European
States; five menbers fromLatin Anerican States; six nmenbers from Western

Eur opean and ot her States.

187. Pursuant to the procedure established in Council resolution 1986/ 35,
menbers of the Sub-Conmi ssion were to be elected for a termof four years and
hal f of its menmbership and the corresponding alternates, if any, were to be
el ected every two years.

188. As the termof office of half of the nmenbership of the Sub-Conm ssion
has expired, the Commission is called upon to el ect Sub-Conm ssion nenbers and
alternates in accordance with the follow ng pattern: three nmenbers from
African States; three nmenbers from Asian States; one nenber from Eastern
European States; three nenbers from Latin American States; and three nmenbers
from Western European and ot her States.

189. At its fifty-fourth session, the Commission will have before it a note
by the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 4/1998/ 108 and addenda) contai ning the nanes
and bi ographical data of the candi dates nom nated for election by Menber

St at es.

190. In its resolution 1997/22, the Conmi ssion reaffirnmed that nenbers of the
Sub- Commi ssi on shoul d di scharge their functions in their personal capacity and
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call ed upon States to nonminate as nmenbers and al ternates independent experts
of recogni zed conpetence in the field of human rights, as well as to respect
fully the i ndependence of elected nenbers and alternates. The Comm ssion al so
requested States noninating candidates for the Sub-Commi ssion to submt

nom nations sufficiently early to enable the nmenbers of the Comm ssion to
assess thoroughly the qualifications of the nomnees. It may be recalled that
t he Sub-Commi ssion, in its resolution 1987/32, drew the particular attention
of the Commi ssion on Human Rights to the recommendation of the Working G oup
on Contenporary Forms of Slavery that the Comm ssion should try and prevai
upon all Governnents to nom nate nore wonen for election to the

Sub- Commi ssi on.

191. The attention of the Conmm ssion is drawn to Econom c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1983/32, by which the Council decided that, notw thstanding
paragraph 2 of article 13 of the rules of procedure of the functiona

conmi ssions of the Council, certain rules should henceforth apply to the
Sub- Commi ssion. Under these rules, the nomination of a candidate for
menber ship of the Sub-Commi ssion may be acconpani ed by a nom nation of an
expert of the sane nationality, to be elected simultaneously with the

candi date for nenbership, who nay serve tenporarily as an alternate if the
menber is unable to attend; the qualifications for alternates are to be the
sanme as for nenbers and no person may serve as an alternate for a nenber
except the expert so el ected.

Item25. Draft provisional agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the
Conmmi ssi on

192. Rule 9 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council provides that, at each session of the Comm ssion
the Secretary-General shall submt a draft provisional agenda for the

Commi ssion's subsequent session, indicating in respect of each agenda itemthe
docunents to be submitted under that itemand the |egislative authority for
their preparation, in order to enable the Commi ssion to consider the docunents
fromthe point of view of their contribution to its work and of their urgency
and relevance in the light of the current situation

193. The Commission will have before it, before the conclusion of the
fifty-fourth session, a note for its consideration containing a draft
provi sional agenda for its fifty-fifth session, together with informtion
concerning the correspondi ng docunentation (E/ CN. 4/1998/L.1).

Item 26. Report to the Economic and Social Council on the fifty-fourth
session of the Comm ssion

194. Rule 37 of the rules of procedure provides that the Comm ssion shal
submit to the Council a report, which shall normally not exceed 32 pages, on
the work of each session containing a concise summary of recommendati ons and a
statement of issues requiring action by the Council. It shall as far as
practicable frane its recomendati ons and resolutions in the formof drafts
for approval by the Council.
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LI ST OF THEMATI C AND COUNTRY SPECI FI C PROCEDURES OF THE
COVWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS ( PREPARED | N ACCORDANCE W TH

Country specific procedures

Af ghani st an

Bur undi

Cuba

Denocrati ¢ Republic of

the Congo (forner Zaire)

Equat ori al Gui nea

I raq

Iran (Islamc
Republ i ¢ of)

Myanmar

Ni geri a

Pal estinian territories
occupi ed since 1967
Rwanda

Sudan

Territory of the forner

Yugosl avi a

Themati c procedures

Cont enporary forns of
raci sm racial

di scri m nation and
xenophobi a

Extrajudicial, sumary

or arbitrary executions

COWM SSI ON RESOLUTI ON 1997/ 37)

M. Choong- Hyun Pai k
(Republic of Korea)

M. Paol o Pinheiro
(Brazil)

M. Carl J.
( Sweden)

Goth

M. Roberto Garreton
(Chile)

M. Alejandro Artucio
(Uruguay)

M. Max van der Stoe
(Net her| ands)

M. Maurice Copithorne
( Canada)

M. Raj soomer Lall ah

(Mauritius)
M. Soli J. Sorabjee
(I'ndi a)

M. Hannu Hal i nen
(Fi nl and)

M. Mchel Moussalli
(Switzerl and)

M. Gaspar Biro
(Hungary)

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn
(Fi nl and)

M. Maurice
G él é- Ahanhanzo (Beni n)

M. Bacre N di aye
( Senegal )

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al
Representative of the
Secret ary- Ceneral
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al
Representative

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al Rapporteur
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Freedom of opini on and
expression

I mpact of armed conflict
on children

I ndependence of judges
and | awyers

Internally displaced
per sons

Mercenari es

Rel i gi ous intol erance

Sale of children, child
prostitution and child
por nogr aphy

Torture and ot her cruel
i nhuman or degradi ng
treat ment or puni shnent

Il1licit novenment and
dunpi ng of toxic waste

Vi ol ence agai nst wonen,
its causes and
consequences

Wor ki ng Group on
Arbitrary Detention

Wor ki ng Group on Enforced

or Involuntary
Di sappear ances

Techni ca

M. Abid Hussain (India)

M. Oara Gtunnu (Cote
d' lvoire)

M. Param Cumar aswany
(Mal aysi a)

M. Francis Deng (Sudan)

M. Bernal es Ball esteros
(Peru)

M. Abdel fattah Anor
(Tuni si a)

Ms. Oelia
Cal cet as- Sant os
(Phi l'i ppi nes)

M. Nigel Rodley

(Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Nort hern Irel and)

Ms. Fatnma Zohra Ksenti ni
(Al geria)

Ms. Radhi ka Coonar aswany
(Sri Lanka)

(Chai r man:

M. Kapil Sibal (India))

(Chai r man:

M. lvan Tosevski (The
former Yugosl av Republic
of Macedoni a))

cooperation programe

Canbodi a

Hai t

Somal i a

M. Thomas Hanmmar ber g
( Sweden)

M. Adama Di eng
( Senegal )

Ms. Mbna Ri shnawi
(Jordan)

Speci al Rapporteur

Speci al
Representative

Speci al Rapporteur

Representative of the
Secretary- Ceneral

Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al Rapporteur
Speci al

Representative of the
Secret ary- Ceneral

I ndependent expert

I ndependent expert



