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Not e by the Secretary-General

Duration and venue of the session

1. The fifty-fourth session of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights will be held
at the United Nations O fice at Geneva from 16 March to 24 April 1998. The
first neeting will be convened at 11 a.m on Mnday, 16 March 1998.

Provi si onal agenda

2. The provisional agenda, prepared in accordance with rule 5 of the rules
of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the Econonic and Soci al Counci l
i s reproduced bel ow.

I nter-sessional and pre-sessional working groups

3. The fifty-fourth session of the Commi ssion is preceded by neetings of
ni ne wor ki ng groups in connection with the followi ng itens:

(a) Item5: An open-ended working group established to el aborate
policy guidelines on structural adjustnment programes and econom c, socia
and cultural rights (Comm ssion decision 1997/103, Econom ¢ and Soci a
Counci | decision 1997/283) is scheduled to neet from1l to 5 Decenber 1997,

(b) Item 6: An intergovernnental working group of experts established
to el aborate a strategy for the inplenentation and pronotion of the right to
devel opnent (Conmmi ssion resolution 1996/ 15, Econonic and Social Counci
deci si on 1996/ 258) met from 29 Septenber to 10 Cctober 1997,
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(c) Item8 (d): An open-ended working group established to
el aborate a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture
and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent (Conm ssion
resolution 1997/ 24, Econonic and Social Council resolution 1997/49) met
from 13 to 24 Cctober 1997

(d) Item 10 (b): The Working Group on Situations, composed of
five menbers of the Conmi ssion, is scheduled to neet from9 to 13 March 1998
to exam ne situations referred to the Commi ssion by the Sub-Comr ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities pursuant to Econom c
and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) of 27 May 1970 (Commi ssion
resol uti on 1990/ 55, Econoni c and Social Council resolution 1990/41);

(e) Item 11: A working group of intergovernnmental experts established
to el aborate recommendati ons to strengthen the pronotion, protection and
i mpl enmentation of the human rights of mgrants (Conm ssion resol ution 1997/ 15,
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1997/243) is scheduled to neet from 17
to 21 Novenber 1997 and from 16 to 20 February 1998;

(f) I[tem 19: An open-ended working group established to draft a
declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs
of society to pronote and protect universally recognized human rights and
fundamental freedons (Conm ssion resolution 1997/70, Econom c and Soci a
Council resolution 1997/51) is scheduled to neet from 23 February
to 4 March 1998;

(9) I[tem 20: An open-ended working group for the el aboration of a
draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
i nvol venment of children in armed conflicts (Conm ssion resolution 1997/78,
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1997/281) is scheduled to neet
from2 to 13 February 1998;

(h) I[tem 20 (d): An open-ended inter-sessional working group for the
el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
(Conmmi ssion resolution 1997/78, Econom c and Soci al Council decision 1997/281)
is scheduled to neet from19 to 30 January 1998;

(i) I[tem 23: An open-ended inter-sessional working group established
to el aborate a draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous
peopl es (Comm ssion resolution 1997/ 31, Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resolution 1997/50) nmet from 27 COctober to 7 Novenber 1997.

4, Any decisions and resolutions affecting the provisional agenda of

the fifty-fourth session of the Conmm ssion that may be adopted by the

General Assenbly at its fifty-second session will be brought to the attention
of the Conmi ssion in an addendumto the present document. The annotations to
the items listed in the provisional agenda will also be issued in an addendum
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Provi si onal agenda

El ecti on of officers.
Adopti on of the agenda.
Organi zation of the work of the session.

Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arab
territories, including Palestine.

Question of the realization in all countries of the econom ¢, social and
cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
and in the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cul tural

Ri ghts, and study of special problenms which the devel opi ng countries
face in their efforts to achieve these human rights, including:

(a) Problems related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of
living;, foreign debt, econom c adjustnment policies and their
effects on the full enjoynent of human rights and, in particular
on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent ;

(b) The effects of the existing unjust international econom c order on
the econom es of the devel oping countries, and the obstacle that
this represents for the inplenentation of human rights and
fundament al freedons.

Question of the realization of the right to devel oprment.

The right of peoples to self-determnation and its application to
peopl es under colonial or alien domination or foreign occupation

Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any form of
detention or inprisonment, in particular

(a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shment ;
(b) Status of the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman

or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent;
(c) Question of enforced or involuntary di sappearances;
(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst

Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shment .
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

11998/ 1

Further pronotion and encouragenent of human rights and fundanental

freedons, including the question of the programme and nethods of work of

t he Conmm ssi on:

(a) Al ternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective enjoynent

of human rights and fundanental freedons;

(b) National institutions for the pronmption and protection of human

rights;

(c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights within the
United Nations bodies and nmachinery dealing with the pronotion

and protection of human rights;

(d) Human rights, mass exoduses and di spl aced persons.

Question of the violation of human rights and fundanental freedons in
any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other

dependent countries and territories, including:

(a) Question of human rights in Cyprus

(b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consistent
pattern of gross violations of human rights as provided in
Commi ssion resolution 8 (XXI11) and Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol utions 1235 (XLII1) and 1503 (XLVIII): report of the Wrking
Group on Situations established by Econonic and Soci al Counci

resol uti on 1990/ 41 of 25 May 1990.

Measures to inprove the situation and ensure the human rights and

dignity of all mgrant workers.

Raci sm racial discrinmination, xenophobia and related intol erance.

Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts.

Ef fective functioning of bodies established pursuant to United Nations

human rights instrunents.

Report of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnmnation and

Protection of Mnorities on its forty-ninth session

Ri ghts of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and

linguistic mnorities.

Advi sory services in the field of human rights.

| mpl ement ati on of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

I ntol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or

Bel i ef .



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
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Drafting of a declaration on the right and responsibility of

i ndi vi dual s, groups and organs of society to pronote and protect
uni versal ly recogni zed hurman rights and fundanental freedons.

Ri ghts of the child, including:

(a) Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography;

(c) Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography;

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography, as well as the basic neasures needed for
their prevention and eradication.

Foll ow-up to the World Conference on Human Ri ghts.

The question of conscientious objection to mlitary service.

I ndi genous i ssues.

El ecti on of nenbers of the Sub-Conm ssion on Preventi on of
Di scrimnati on and Protection of Mnorities

Draft provisional agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the Commi ssion

Report to the Economic and Social Council on the fifty-fourth session of

t he Conm ssi on.



