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Lddendum

1, The Working Group on Gnforced or Involuntary Disappearances met on

22 February 1982 at the United Nations Office at Geneva during the thirty-eighth sessio
of the Commission on Human Rights to review information received since the Group's
sixth session (30 November 1981 to 7 December 1981).  The present document fornms an
addendum to the report vo the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/1492) adopted by the
Group at that session and describes the most important subsequent developments. The
General Assembly at its thirby-sixth session adopted without a vote on 16 December 1981
regolution 36/163 entitled Question of inveluntary or enforced disappearances which is
reproduced in the annex to this addendum.

Vigit by the Working Group to Mexico

2, The Working Group has already informed the Commission of the invitation exterded
by the Government of Mewico to the Group for a visit to that country (B/CN.4/1492,
Paras. 120—121)° As a result of that invitation two members of the Working Group,
Viscount Colville of Culrozs and Ambassador Luis Varela Quiros, visited Mexico from
11 to 13 January 1982. This wvas the first vigit carvied out by the Working Group
gince it was established in 1980. The purpose of the visit to Mexico was to establish
direct contacts with Govermment authorities and domestic orgenizations directly
concerned with enforced or involuntary disappearances. Thig was carried out by the
Working Group within the terms of reference of its strictly humanitarian mandate,
which provides for a public action by the Group vhich is carried out with discretion.
The Working Group was primarily concerned %o acquire a balanced account of reports on
enforced or involuntary disappearances vhich have reportedly occurred in Mexico.

3. Prior to the visit the Working Group transmitted by cable to the Government a
request to meet with a number of Government officials., The Group also raised by
cable a number of points dealing with 43 reporits of enforced or involuntary
disappearances vhich the Group had received from relatives and which it had transmitted
to the Government on 26 June 1981; +the points were raised after the Group had studied
the information relating to those cases vhich the Governmment had provided on

19 August 1980.
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4., During the viSit the members of the Working Group held digcussions with senior
members of the Ministry of the Intericr, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and. the
Office of the Attorney-General of the Republic; it also paicd a visit to the premises
of LOCATEL, a humsnitarien institution set up by the Mexican Goverament to help pecple
to find, inter alia, -the whereabouts of persons who for different reasons have ‘
disappeared or have failed to return to their homes or to their reletives because they
have had an accident or because they have been arrestad. The Group requested
pernission to vigit a military installation in Mexico connected, according to some
reports, with disappearances but it did not prove posgsible to organize that visit.

5 The members of the Working Group during the visit were ready to receive
information from those directly concerned with reports of enforced or involuntary
disappearances. In this connecticn the members met with representatives of the
Democratic Lawyers! Nationsgl. Front and on snother occasion with representatives of the
Committee for the Defence of Prisoners, Persecuted and Missing Persons and Political
Exiles of Mexico,

A& o

6, The Govermment of Mexico assured the Working Group during the visit that it was
prepared o re—open any closed file or to carry out new investigations on the 43 reports
on disappearances transmitted by the Group o the Govermnment by the letter dated

26 June 1981 in the 1light of the points raised by the Working Group. Furthermore the
Government assured the Working Group that it was preparing o dossier on every
particular report and that all the peints raised were going to be dealt with,
especially in the light of new evidence provided by the relatives. The Working Group
was requested by the Govermment to inform the relatives of the disappeared that the
Government wasg. prepared to co-operate fully with them and teo investigate thoroughly

all the reports until they were satisfied, The members of the Group found that the
system established by LOCATEL would be an important method of preventing enforced or
involuntary disappearsnces and of informing relatives of the whereabouts of family
members who have been arrvested and that its effectiveness depended upon the police ox
security forces notifying LOCATEL of each arrest, The Government of Mexico stated

that instructions had been given for all arrests to be nctified to LOCATEL and that

the system was being extended nationwide. The Group noteg that the LOCATEL sys<tem

ig in line with recent recommendations of the Council of Europe in this context. The
Office of the Attorney-General alsoc operates a computerized information collection: -
service which provides direct news to the public about any person arresied by the
federal authorities and by an increasing number of provincial authorities.

7. During its meetings with the representatives of domestic organizations directly
concerned with enforced or involuntary disappearances the Working Group was informed
concerning the operation of amparo petitions and other.legal remedies agvailable under
the Mexican Constitution to citizens in comnection with enforced or involumtary
digsappearances. The repregentatives algso transmitted further information on
disappearances to. the Working Group. The representatives were informed of the
asgurances given by the Government to the Working Group about investigations by the
Government of reports on enforced or involuntary disappearances, and the representatives
of the domestic organizations indicated a willingness to provide the authorities with
the information they had on disappeerances as part of the.effort to resolve the matter.
8.  The informetion received by the members of the Group =and the discussions which
took place during this visit asgisted the Group in its understanding of reports of
enforced or involuntsry disapvearances from Mexico, At the end of itg visit the .
Working Group made public a communigué for the press dated 13 January 1982, In that
communiqué the Group expreased its appreciation for the welcome and assistance uwhich 1t
had received from the Government of Mexico and representatives of domestic v
crganizationg alike throughout its stay in that country. The Group also wighes 1o
thank the Division of Human Rights and the Office of the United Wations Development
Programme in Mexico City for the assistance they provided in connection with this visit.
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S Pursuant to the discussions between the members of the Group anc the Govermment
the latter, by a letter of 27 Januvary 1982, transmitted informstion to the Working
Group with regard to five reportedly missing persons. With regard to one cage which
had been brought to the attention of the Covernment on 26 June 1981, the Government
reported that the uncle of the reportedly missing persor had bsen given the information
in the Government's possession and that he had egreed with that information. With
regard to four other persons reported as missing by various sources, the Government
stated it had informed the relatives in two cases of the Government's informetion,
with which they agreed, and that the mother of two other reportedly missing persons
stated they were free and in good health. Tn its letter of 27 Jenuary the Government
stated it was not yet able to provide a complete report on the malters raised by the
i lilaborating with the Group in the

o]

Group and reaffirmed its readiness to continue coll
future.

Information received from Governments

10. ©Since the adoption on 7 December 1981 of its reports to the Commission on Human
Rights at its thirty~eighth session (B/N.4/1492) the Working Group hag received
information, in eddition te that from the Covernment of Mexico menticned above in
paragraph 9, from the Governments of Bl belvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, the Philippines,
Uganda and Uruguay. The infermstion provided by these Govermnments is on file with

To
the Secretariat and available for consultation by members of the Commission.

El Salwvador

11, By a note verbale dated 26 January 1982 the Permanent Mission of El balvader to
the United Nations Office et Geneve tranemitted to the VWorking Group responses
concerning persons reporited misgsing recelved from the Bl Salvador Ministry of Justice,
the Ministry of Defence and Public Security, the Commissioner for the Protection of
Civil and Bocial Rightes of the Office of the President of the Revolufionary Government
Junta and various police and security forces in El Sslvadcr. The responses dealt

with some 23 persons rveportedly miseing; three were reported by the Ministry of
Justice to be-held in gaol by order of military judges and the Wational Guard reported
arresting and releasing ancther person. Cconcerning the remaining individuals the
various sources reported that they were not being held by their crder. On 12 February
1982 the Permanent Miseion of El Salvador to the United Faetions Office at Geneva
transmitied information on a further nine persons; three had been released, three
hended over fto courte and three were transferred to the Minietry of Defence., The
rermanent Mission also provided further details on two cageg dealt wiithin the notfe
verbale of 26 Januvary 1982,

te 3 February 1982,
atement in relation fto the
paragraph 84 of its report

2. The Permanent Mission of Tl Salvador by a ncte verbale dated
ronsmitted to the Working Group the following st
clarification sought by the Group as mentioned in

(B/CH.4/1492)

1
gy

"The statement concerned merely refers tc the fact that the Government of
El Salvador has not adopted or taken any measure, action or proceecings against
any person as a result of that verson approaching the Group. Accordingly, the
Government rejects any attempt to hold it reswonsible in this respect. The

statement conc rned was infended solely to dispel any misgivings of the Group
on this point.

The Government of Bl bdalvador reasffirme its determination to promote full
respect for the law and human rights and maintains its co-operative attitude

i

Sowards the Working Group, which it has already demongtroted repeatedly.!
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. Honduras

13, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Honduras by a letter dated 7 December 1981,
informed the Working Group that a person who had been reported to the Government by
the Group as missing in November 1981, ha: been deported frcm Honduras to Panama on
23 November 1981. : '

Micaragua.

14. The Winister for Foreign Affaire of Wicaragua, in a letter of 2% December 1981,
informed the Working Group that 10 persons reported as missing in 1979 and 1980 whose
cases had been transmitted to the Government by the Working Group had been removed
from the report on the situation of human rights in Nicaragua of the Inter-American
Commission on Humen Rights (see E/CN.4/1492, paras. 126~127). That letter stated
that it was clearly established at the General Assembly of the Crganization of
American States held at Santa Lucia that there were no enforced disappearances in
Nicaragua. That leftter also reiterated the Govermment's petitior-that "... the
allegations regarding enforced digappearsnces in Nicaragua should be declared
inadmissible, because of the many explanations offered and the complete exoneration
of our Government by the supreme body for the defence and protection of human rights
in the inter-American system". The Government also reiterated ite réadiness to '
continue co-operating with the Working Group. '

The Philippines

15. The Permanent Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations Office  at Geneva,
by a note verbvale dated 10 February 1982, transmitted information regarding two cases
of enforced or involuntary dicappearances on which the Working Group had requested
information. With regard to one person reported to have been arrested and to have
disappeared in 1976, the Philippine Government stated that a thorcugh search had been
carried out and that utmost efforts were exerted to ascertain his whereabouts, but fo
no avail, Concerning the second person, who was reported to have been arrested and
to have disappeared in June 1980, the Philippine Government stated that he had been
arrested and releesed in May 1980 and tha! there were no reported new developments.
That note verbale also gave examples of perscns who had been reported abroad to have
disappeared but who were listed ag having been killed in an encounter with Government
troops. The Permanent Mission also reiterated the belief that while the Government
shared a deep concern for missing persons in the Philippines, persistent reports
about said alleged disappearances tend to be misleading, and may again be part of thed
over-all propaganda efforts of the underground to discredit the Government.

16. The Philippine delegation to the Commission on Human Righte at its thirty-
eighth sesslon, by & note verbale, transmitted to the Working CGroup information on the
regscue by Government forces on 8 Pebruary 1982 after 43 days of captivity of a person
who had been reported in the vress as having disappeared.

Uganda.

17. The Permanent Representative of Uganda to the United Nations Cffice at Geneva
by a letter dated 12 February 1982, informed the Working Group that the person
reported as having disappeared in Uganda had left the country and recently appeared
at a press conference in London,
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Uruguay

18, The representative of Uruguay fto the Commission on Human Rights, in a letter
dated 7 January 1982, ftransmitted to the Group the text of a cable of 2 January 1978
from the Foreign  .inister of Argentina to the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights in which the entry by air into Azgcoatina of a person reported to have
disappeared in Uruguay ig confirmed based on a list of passengers of the particular
flight and a note by the immigratiocn inspector. That cable also stated that the
pertinent steps had been initiated to determine if that person was still in Argentina.
By a letter of 4 February 1982 the representative of Uruguay to the Commission on
Human Rights informed the Working Group with regard to the report of the disappearance
of a child and her parents in Montevideo that beginning on the day of their reported
disappearance that family had been lodged in a hotel in a Urvguayan town on the border
with Brazil. The representative also stated in that letter that the Uruguayen
authorities were gtill investigating the whereabouts of that family and would inform
the Group of any further information.

Information on erforced or involuntary disappearances
treansmitted to Governments

19. ©Bince the adoption on 7 December 1981 of its report to the Commission on

Fuman Rights at its thirty-eighth session (E/CN.4/1492), the Working Group, in
accordance with its established practice, has transmitted reports of enforced or
involuntary disappearances to the Governments of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.
The Group transmitted to the Government of El Salvador on various occasions reports
of 62 enforced or involuntary disappearances of which 15 reportedly occurred in 1982
and the remainder in 1981. The Group transmitted to the Government of Guatemala
reports on six enforced or involuntary disappearances which reportedly occurred in
19825 subsequent to their transmission, the Group was informed from a non~governmental
source that two of the six persons had been found -alive., The Working Group
transmitted to the Covernment of Honduras reports on three cases of enforced or
involuntary disappearances, two of which have reportedly occurred in 1982. Summaries
of the reports fransmitted to the Governments are on file with the Secretariat and
cvailable for corsultation by members of the Commission,

General information received and adoption of this addendum

‘20, In addition to the reports of specific disappearsnces received, the Working Group
has received numerous expressions of concern from organizations and individuals in
many parts of the world relating to enforced or involuntary disappearances.

2L. On 22 February 1982 the present addendum to the report of the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearanceg to the Commission on Human Rights at its
thirty-eighth session (BE/CN.4/1492) was adopted and signed by the following members
of the Working Group: Viscount Colville of Culross (United Kingdom),
Chairmen/Rapporteur, Jonas K.D. Foli (Chana), Agha Hilely (Pakistan), Ivan Tosevski
(Yugoslavia), Luis A. Varela Quiros (Costa Rica).
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ANITEZ

Gencral Lesembly resolution 36/163
(adopted on 16 December 1981)

56/165. Question of involuntary or enforced digappearances

The General Ascembly,

_ Recalling ite resoclution )5/175 of 20 December 1978, entitled ‘Disappeared
persons’, and its r Olbblop )5/1 % of 15 December 1980 on involuntary or
enforced disappearance

Bearing in mind Commission on Fuman Righte resolution 10 (JXVII) of

' 26 February 1981, in vhich it was decided to extend for one year the term of
the Working Group's mandate, and Economic and Social Council decision 1931/139
vhich approved that decision,

Convinced that the action taken, in consultation with the Governments
concerned, to promote the implementation--of the previsions of- General Assembly
regolution 35/175 and other United Wations resolutiong wrelevant to the plight
of missing or disappeared persons, should he continued,

Expressing its emotion at the anguish and sorrow of the families of victims
of involuntary or enforced dlsappearancec

1. Welcomes the decigion of the Commission on Human Rights to extend for
one year the torm of the ”Ofwlﬂg Group's mandate, as Jaid dovmn in Commigsion
eqolutlon 10 (UXVII); :

2., Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group for the work done and
to those Governments which have co-~operated with ity

B Recuests the Commission on Human Rights to continue to study this
question as a matter of priority, and to take any step it may deem necessary to
the pursuit of the task of the Working Group, when it considers the report to be
submitted by the Group at its thirty-eighth session;

4.  Appeals to all Governm~nt to provide the Working Group and the
Commission on Humer Rights with the full co-operation warranted by their strictly
humanitarian objectives and their working methods based on discretion; '

5.  Renews its recuest to the Secrc'““y—General to continue to provide the
Working Gfoup Tith all neceasary asgsistance



