UNITED
NATIONS E

Di str.
GENERAL

Economic and Social

Council E/ C. 12/ 1998/ SR. 20

24 Septenber 1998

ENGLI SH
Original: FRENCH

COW TTEE ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS
Ei ght eent h sessi on
SUMVARY RECORD OF THE 20t h MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 11 May 1998, at 10 a.m

Chai r man: M. ALSTON

CONTENTS

GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON: “GLOBALI ZATI ON AND I TS | MPACT ON THE ENJOYMENT OF
ECONOM C AND SCCI AL RI GHTS”

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the neetings of the Conmttee at this
session will be consolidated in a single corrigendumto be issued shortly
after the end of the session

GE. 98- 16112 (E)



E/ C. 12/ 1998/ SR. 20
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON: “GLOBALI ZATI ON AND | TS | MPACT ON THE ENJOYMENT OF
ECONOM C AND SCCI AL RI GHTS” (agenda item 7) (E/ C. 12/1998/4, 6, 7, 9 and 10)

1. The CHAI RMAN opened the debate by enphasizing that the chosen subject
for 1998 was a particularly broad and conplex one. Evaluating the inpact of

gl obal i zation on the enjoynent of econom c and social rights required

ext ensi ve understandi ng, not only of the international financial system but

al so of national systens and inplenentation nechanisnms for the protection

of human rights. Apart fromits nunmerous interdisciplinary aspects,

gl obal i zation served one general objective, which was the prinmacy of the free
market. It was usually acconpani ed by privatization and deregul ati on
measures, which reduced the role of the State to that of guarantor of the
public order required for the proper functioning of the market and which
deprived the State of its power to redistribute wealth. The sane applied at
the international |evel, where regulations had cone to be directed essentially
at preserving and strengthening the free circulati on of goods and capital

The social institutions therefore saw their room for manoeuvre being
continually reduced and found thensel ves powerless in the face of attenpts

to exclude a growi ng nunber of econom c sectors fromthe system of socia
protection, as was the case with the draft nultilateral agreenent on

i nvestment currently being negotiated. The inference that had to be drawn was
not that globalization was a bad thing in itself but that a check had to be
kept on the way it affected the enjoynment of human rights.

2. As the free market continued to gain ground, the situation of the

poor sinply worsened. According to the npst recent UNDP report on human

devel opnent, a quarter of the population of the devel oping countries |ived
bel ow the poverty line. The nunber of people subsisting on |l ess than a dollar
a day was estimated to be 1,300 nillion. And the industrialized countries
were not spared either, with nore than 100 nmillion people |iving bel ow the
poverty line. The statistics relating to inequalities of income were even
more telling. Wiile in 1960 the poorest 20 per cent of the world s popul ation
possessed 2.3 per cent of its wealth, that figure now was only 1.1 per cent.
In the sanme period, the income of the richest 20 per cent had steadily

i ncreased. The figures for debt were equally eloquent. The accunul ated debt
of the 41 countries classified by the Wrld Bank as very heavily indebted poor
countries had reached US$ 215 billion, conpared to US$ 183 billion in 1990 and
US$ 55 billion in 1980. |In Africa, debt servicing was costing those countries
bet ween US$ 8 and US$ 9 on average per inhabitant, which was doubl e what they
spent on health or primary education. Mre than 50 million African children
of school age were thus excluded fromthe education system It was just one
exanpl e anong many, as nothing was generally said about the effects of debt

on the enjoynent of economic and social rights. The situation was further
aggravated by the structural adjustnment policies inposed by the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF), which, as had been seen in southern Asia, were notivated
much |l ess by the desire to deal with the causes of the problemthan by the
desire to pronmote gl obalization by freeing financial markets.

3. The | M- continued to decide the econom ¢ future of whol e popul ations
wi t hout having to render any account to them |In order to strengthen its
surveill ance mechanism the | M- demanded of States the greatest degree of
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transparency regarding the nonetary policies they intended to inplenment, while
itself drawi ng up structural adjustnment nmeasures in conditions of utnost
secrecy. Furthernore, while the I MF was quick to threaten to suspend

assi stance to governnents which did not followits financial reform
recommendations to the letter, it was nuch less strict when it canme to

i npl ementing the neagre social conponent of its structural adjustnent
programmes. It was not acceptable that |arge organizations like the Wrld
Trade Organi zation (WO, the Wrld Bank, the Organization for Econom c
Cooperation and Devel opment (OCECD) and the | M-, whose influence was increasing
dai ly, should continue to ignore the social consequences of their activities
and | eave other institutions and governnments, whose prerogatives and resources
wer e decreasing constantly under the effect of the policies they advocat ed,
with the task of dealing with those consequences.

4, There was a risk that globalization would have harnful effects on the
right to work and the right to just and favourable conditions of work laid
down in articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant. The objective for the IMF was in
effect to elimnate what it called the rigidities of the | abour market, which
anounted in fact to the neasures relating to the protection of workers applied
in virtually all countries. |If the IM- persisted in renoving them while

| eaving States, possibly with the help of the ILO or the Cormittee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, which had few neans of offsetting its
influence, with the task of finding alternative solutions, it would truly have
failed inits responsibilities. As for the right to formtrade unions,
referred to in article 8, it had to be recognized that collective bargaining
and the trade uni on novenent as a whole were no |onger what they used to be.

It would therefore be worth considering the inplications of globalization in

t hat area

5. As for the special protection to be accorded to wonen and children

under article 10 of the Covenant, it was deplorable that the incidence of

mal nutrition, which was on the increase, was al nost never taken into account
in structural adjustnment progranmes and that the traffic in wonen, which was
al so growi ng, was not receiving nore attention. As for the right to an
adequate standard of living enshrined in article 11, the statistics provided
earlier clearly showed that matters were not noving in the right direction
Lastly, the positive effects of globalization on the right to education, which
was the subject of article 13, had still not materialized.

6. It should be enphasi zed that the grey picture he had just painted was
far renoved fromthe Comrittee' s everyday concerns, which consisted in
engagi ng in dialogue with governnments with a viewto furthering inplenmentation
of the provisions of the Covenant rather than nonitoring the situation of

i nternational financial markets. Nevertheless, that situation should not be
ignored. And yet at present there was not a single body within the human
rights protection systemthat was responsible for nonitoring and anal ysing the
consequences of globalization, and it was unacceptabl e that organizations such
as the I M should continue to ignore the consequences of their decisions on

t he enjoynent of economi c and social rights. Wy had the | MF never referred
in any of its publications to the International Covenant on Econom c, Socia
and Cultural Rights, even though that instrunment had been ratified by the
majority of the countries with which it worked?
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7. Furthernore, the international community should begin seriously to
tackl e the question of the role of private actors in the pronmotion of human
rights. Wiy did international human rights rules apply only to governments
and not to corporations, whose power was increasing as that of States was
declining? Since there was now the possibility of concluding a multilatera
agreenent on investment obliging corporations to cooperate in a nunber of
econoni c areas, would there not also be a way of forcing themto cooperate in
the field of human rights?

8. Ending on a pessinistic note, he had to say that he sonetinmes had the
i mpression that the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts served nerely to give the illusion that the United Nati ons system

covered economc rights. The tine had come to recogni ze that the protection
of econom ¢ and social rights could not sinply be left in the hands

of 18 experts neeting in CGCeneva with no technical support or secretariat, and
to place the issue firmy on the agenda and work programes of the major
econom ¢ and financial institutions.

Exchange of views with the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts

9. The CHAI RMAN, wel comi ng the H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
congratul ated her on behalf of the Cormittee on the work she had done since
taki ng up her post, particularly the many initiatives relating to economic,
soci al and cultural rights which the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts had taken at
its fifty-fourth session.

10. Ms. ROBINSON (United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts) said
that the subject of globalization and its inpact on the enjoynment of economc
and social rights was of particular interest at a time when there was a
genui ne desire to place human rights at the centre of all the activities of
the United Nations system |In that respect it was worth recalling that at a
wor kshop held in Tehran 36 countries fromthe Asia-Pacific region had adopted
a regional nechanismfor technical cooperation, one of whose four conponents
related to economc, social and cultural rights and in particular the right to
devel opnent. Those 36 countries were very diverse but had a great deal to
gain fromthe exchange of experience that woul d take place during the annua
foll owup neetings they had agreed to organi ze. Equally useful were the

concl usions of the round table on benchmark gui delines on econonic, social and
cultural rights, which would be widely circul at ed.

11. The CHAIRMAN said that the questions relating to globalization were so
conplex that the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Ri ghts woul d be
able to engage in high-level dialogue with the financial institutions only
when it had experts conpetent enough to anal yse the problem and put forward
proposals. The Committee was in favour of establishing nore nationa
institutions for the pronotion of human rights and of stating precisely the
tasks those institutions were required to acconplish. He would |ike to know
whet her the Hi gh Conmi ssioner had held discussions with the Director-Genera
of the I M/, and whether she was considering maintaining an ongoi ng di al ogue
with the M and World Bank on the place of human rights in their activities.

12. M. ANTANOVI CH found it encouraging that a regional mechani sm shoul d
serve as a framework for nonitoring the inplenentation of econom c, social and
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cultural rights. [If so, considering that the Commttee dealt mainly with the
i npl enment ati on of econonic, social and cultural rights on a country-by-country
basi s, a new nechani sm needed to be adopted. He wondered what the views of

t he Hi gh Commi ssioner were on the matter

13. M. SADI said that while he did not doubt the Hi gh Comm ssioner's
genui ne concern for econom c, social and cultural rights, he would Iike to see
that concern translated into action. There were grounds for thinking that it
was | argely theoretical in view of the inadequate adm nistrative support
provided for the Conmttee. Wth regard to globalization, he was inclined to
share the views expressed by the Chairman, M. Standing and M. Taplin, and

t hought that it would be for the Conmmttee to find a commopn denom nator anong
t hose points of view The problemwas that the countries thenselves did not
t ake economic, social and cultural rights seriously; if they did, they would
have demanded that they be taken into account when the I M- Statutes were
anmended.

14. Ms. ROBINSON (United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts) said
that the discussions she had had with M. Candessus had been dom nated by the
probl em of the |ack of transparency, given the considerable inpact | M
programes had on popul ati ons and especially on vul nerabl e groups. She had
al so discussed with the Wrld Bank the inportance of human rights in the
reconstruction of countries enmerging fromconflict. She was considering
keepi ng up the dialogue with the | eaders of those institutions, particularly
t hrough neetings of the Adm nistrative Conmittee on Coordination

15. Replying to M. Antanovich, she said that the regional mechanismin
guestion was useful in the sense that it enabled the 36 countries which had
decided to establish it to advance individually at their own pace. No further
machi nery woul d be needed to operate the mechanism which would enabl e nenber
States to engage in useful exchanges of experience and could serve as a nodel
for other regions. Replying to M. Sadi, she reaffirmed her commtnent to a
nmor e bal anced treatnent of all human rights and to the pronotion of econom c,
social and cultural rights, which would be high up the agenda of the
forthcom ng session of the Economi ¢ and Social Council. 1In conclusion, she
congratul ated the nenbers of the Cormittee who had just been re-elected and

wi shed them every success in their work, which was particularly inportant at a
time when the international community was celebrating the fiftieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts.

16. The CHAIRMAN said that the plan of action drawn up for the Conmttee had
so far received only US$ 140,000, which appeared | ess than was needed to make
a start. He therefore requested the Hi gh Conm ssioner to do her best to
ensure that contributions were paid and that by the end of the follow ng year
the Conmttee woul d have the experts it needed to begin inplenmenting the plan

17. He thanked the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and invited the
participants to resune the general debate.

18. M_. STANDI NG (I nternational Labour Organization) said that gl obalization
had weakened workers' negotiating power and had | eft the npbst vul nerable
groups even nore exposed. G obalization and the inplenmentation of neo-libera
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policies benefited only a minority and led to an erosion of workers' rights
and entitlenents. Unlike incone derived fromcapital, earned inconme was being
increasingly heavily taxed. Furthernore, in order to attract and retain

busi nesses, States were granting themtax benefits and subsidies, while

wor kers' social rights and trade union freedom were com ng under attack

It was not easy to discuss the right to work with foll owers of the Chicago
School, which extolled deregulation, rejected Keynesi anism and accepted that
there was a natural |evel of unenpl oynent which could not be reduced.

19. For 15 years, the international financial institutions, the IM-, the
Worl d Bank and the regi onal devel opnent banks had been advocating structura
adj ustmrent policies based on |lowering social protection, shrinking the public
sector and adopting a mininmalist and sel ective approach to social safety nets.

20. The wel fare State was | osing nonentum and social protection and
retirement schenes were gradually being privatized, particularly under
pressure fromfinancial institutions and very powerful pension funds. Only a
few privil eged groups would benefit fromthat devel opment, while a grow ng
nunber of people would be left w thout any social cover at all. Mreover,

i deas which seened to belong to the past were reappearing, such as paternalism
and the notion that only “deserving” people should have the right to
protection. There was a need therefore to encourage the creation of new

i nstitutional mechanisnms, which could defend the sectors of the popul ation

t hreatened by insecurity.

21. M. CUMW AH (I nternational Confederation of Free Trade Unions) said that
econonmic liberalization and the globalization of markets had [ ed to nost
devel opi ng countries being worse off, greater inequality in those countries
and increased insecurity in the devel oped countries.

22. In 1995, the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnment had sounded the warning
bell and enphasi zed that a world driven by market forces al one was socially
unacceptabl e and politically dangerous. The first mnisterial neeting of the
WO, held in Singapore in 1994, had given its Director-Ceneral a mandate to
work with the 1LOin pronoting internationally recognized | abour standards.

It was to be hoped that the second WIO mini sterial neeting, to be held shortly
in Geneva, would take concrete neasures to prevent firns having recourse to
forced | abour, child |abour and repression of trade union rights in order to
gain a conpetitive advantage

23. The economic crisis currently afflicting Asia had put gl obalization on
trial. If nations wanted to prevent such crises, they had to have the courage
to add a social dinmension to globalization and prevent rnultinationa
enterprises setting up only where workers were willing to work | onger hours
for I ess pay and | ower social security benefits. |In the absence of a

mul til ateral nechani sm capable of securing respect for international |abour
standards, the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) would
have no other alternative than to use all neans available to defend the
principles of freedom of association and social justice, particularly by
organi zi ng boycotts of certain products and asking for the w thdrawal of GSP
(Ceneralized System of Preferences) benefits. |In that context it was worth
mentioning that following a conplaint |odged with the European Union by the
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| CFTU and the European Trade Uni on Confederation (ETUC) against the Governnent
of Myanmar, the European Conmmi ssion had recommended a conplete w thdrawal of
the tariff preferences granted to Myanmar because of strong evidence that it
had used forced | abour. A sinmlar conplaint had been | odged agai nst the

Gover nment of Paki stan concerning the very wi despread use of forced and bonded
child | abour.

24. In conclusion, he said that unless the world's political |eaders had the
courage to inpose restraint on nmarket forces, econom c, social and cultura
rights would remain a dead letter. What the I CFTU wanted was gl obal i zati on
with a human face.

25. M. TAPLIN (International Mnetary Fund) began by rejecting the view
that Governments had no choice but to sign agreenents with the M. The
broader the support obtained for structural adjustnent programres, the better
the chance they had of being inplemented successfully. That was why the | M-
encour aged Governnments to publicize the conmtnments they had nade under those
pr ogr amres.

26. For its part the I M- published information on its Website concerning

the situation of countries with which it was working and the programes

i mpl enented there. The Director-Ceneral of the | MF had made a nunber of
speeches recently explaining in detail the policy the I M was pursuing in Asia
in order to remedy that region's financial crisis.

27. There was general agreenent that some of the difficulties encountered by
Mexico in 1994 and 1995 had surprised certain circles of the internationa
comunity because they did not have the relevant financial data and
informati on on that country. That was why, on the IMFs initiative,

st andardi zed data on sone 40 countries were now published on the Web, with the
agreenent of those countries.

28. No mention was made of economic, social and cultural rights in the | MF
St at ut es because no nenber State had requested such a reference at any tine in
the course of the three revisions through which the Statutes had passed since
their first adoption in 1944,

29. In that context it was worth pointing out that the I M- was not an

i ndependent institution, and that its task was to respond to the needs of its
menber States, all of which were represented on its Board of Governors, its
suprene deci si on-nmaki ng body. Furthernore, the M- s policy was regularly
scrutinized by the Interim Comrittee of the Board of Governors, which net
every six nonths and gave the Executive Board very clear directives.

30. As for the social security nechanisns, the question was whether their
cost was affordable and whether their beneficiaries were really the nost

vul nerabl e groups in society. The reductions in expenditure recomended by
the | M- were not targeted nmainly at the health and educati on sectors, but

rat her at non-productive expenditure, such as over-generous subsidies and
excessive mlitary expenditure. |In the sanme way, with regard to | abour market
rigidities, it was worth considering why some countries regularly created jobs
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and others not. For exanple, why was the unenpl oynment rate in the
United States of Anmerica only 4.3 per cent, while in Germany and France it was
close to 12 per cent?

31. The CHAIRMAN said that the statement by the representative of the I M
pronpted himto make two observations. Firstly, regarding the social security
mechani sms, the | M- had acknow edged in a docunent dated March 1998 that nany
i mprovenents were still possible in the framework of the structural adjustnent
programes under the heading of social expenditure. Furthernore, the top

| eadership of the I MF had agreed that in econonmc matters taking account of
human rights was an integral part of any rational decision-nmaking process.
Secondly, on the question of the need to elimnate rigidities in the |abour
mar ket, taking the United States of America as an exanple was perhaps
revealing, since it was the only country which systematically opposed any
reference to econom c, social and cultural rights in practically al

ci rcumst ances.

32. M. STANDI NG (I nternational Labour Organization) said that according to
M. Taplin the M was not in a position to inpose anything on sovereign
Governnments. Nevertheless, it had to be recogni zed that a weak or poor
country m ght be obliged to adopt policies dictated fromthe outside,
especially when it knew that rejecting such policies would often have nore
seri ous consequences than accepting them In addition, Governnments did not

al ways have the desired expertise to nmaster very conplex progranmes. It was
therefore inmportant to insist on transparency, so that the criteria on which
recommended policies were based were known to all. That transparency

concerned not only governnent actions but also the particular nodels and data
used by the IMF in drawing up the policies inposed on countries.

33. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN said that cultural rights did not appear in the
wordi ng of the theme for the general debate. That was regrettabl e because the
i mpl enent ati on of economi ¢ and social rights always had an i nmpact on cultura
rights and vice versa. M. Standing had spoken of the need to establish new

i nstitutional mechanisnms to protect vul nerable groups, and she would like to
know what mechanismthe |ILO had set up

34. She said she had been puzzled to hear the representative of the I M
saying that a Governnent could not be obliged to act against its will. That
statement did not tally with the facts, since it was the citizens who were
reproaching their CGovernnents for allowing the | M to take their decisions for
them Finally, the criticisns |evelled against the | M coul d be regarded as
part of a healthy debate only to the extent that such a debate had an i npact
on the Fund's policy. Could the representative of the | M denpbnstrate that
the views expressed were not falling on deaf ears?

35. The CHAI RMAN, while agreeing with the |ast speaker, rem nded the
Committee that at its seventeenth session it had decided to restrict the
subj ect of the general discussion to the globalization of econom ¢ and socia
rights in order to give the debate a better focus.
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36. M. SADI, recalling that the I M- had forced his country, Jordan, to stop
subsi di zi ng essential foodstuffs, pointed out that pressures could be exerted
on a country despite rising unenploynent, poverty and inflation, but that
there seemed not to be any such pressures when it was a question of socia
safety nets.

37. M. TAPLIN (International Mnetary Fund) said that he could not speak
in any detail about the case of Jordan because he did not have first-hand
know edge. However, a State's central governnent budget had to be considered
inits entirety when it canme to determ ning the structural adjustnents that
had to be made. When a country had difficulties with its bal ance of paynents,
it was left with a range of possibilities, although they were limted and it
was difficult to make a choice. In fact there were several ways of

i nfl uenci ng macroecononi ¢ and structural instrunents so as to set in place in
any given situation a policy to deal with the economic difficulties and to
meet the concerns of the countries in question. No views, as some m ght
think, fell on deaf ears. During the grave situation experienced by the
Republ i c of Korea, for exanple, |M representatives net trade union |eaders
with a viewnot only to protecting | abour rights but also to gauging the
extent of the problem There was a readiness in the international comunity
to listen and to adapt, as was shown by the Declaration on Soci al Devel opment
and the Plan of Action of the World Sunmmit on Soci al Devel oprnent adopted

in 1995 - holding such sunmi ts woul d have been unthi nkable in the 1980s - or
even the Enhanced Structural Adjustnent Facility at the end of the | ast
decade.

38. M. WMER pointed out that in order to settle the crisis in Mexico

it had been necessary to secure a direct |loan fromthe Governnent of the
United States of Anerica guaranteed by oil as the only way of extracting the
country fromits inpasse. 1In view of the very nature of the IMF - a rich
man's club representing the interests of the great who ruled the world - it
was not surprising that it inposed its conditions. d obalization played into
t he hands of nmmjor international organizations and industrial and financia
consortiuns, sounding the death knell of the welfare State and the socia
responsibility of States, which had |lost a |large part of their sovereignty.

39. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked how the Conmittee could nore closely
coordinate the action it was taking in the field of econonic, social and
cultural rights with that being undertaken in the same area by the Comm ssion
on Human Rights, its special rapporteurs and the working groups established on
the right to devel opnent. What could be done to ensure that the I MF took
account of the Committee's remarks?

40. M. TAPLIN (International Mnetary Fund), replying to M. Wner, said
that the M- was not a rich man's club - it had 182 nmenbers both rich and
poor. The case of Mexico was instructive because it showed that the | M was
not the sole financier and backer of countries that were victinms of financia
crises, and it encouraged other partners fromthe international financia
comunity such as devel opnment banks and the private sector to becone invol ved.

41. In his opinion dialogue and informal contacts were the best means of
i mproving rel ations between the I MF and the bodies dealing with human rights.
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42. M. STANDI NG (I nternational Labour Organization) said that the debate
had to be set in a nore general context and attention should not be focused on
the | M. The debate was really about the unequal distribution of power and
the fact that financial power in a global econony could | ead to opportunistic
deci si on- maki ng.

43. When it came to the right to culture, education was fundanental but, in
hi s opinion, financial and technical assistance had turned it into an economc
debate. Unless education had significant economic inplications, it attracted
little support, a tendency that had nerely increased in recent years. As a
result, education in the broad sense was often sacrificed on the altar of the
econony and the | abour market. That question should be one of genera

concern, especially in view of the changi ng wei ght of the influence exerted by
noney.

44, M. SYMONIDES (Director, Division of Human Ri ghts, Denobcracy and Peace,
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi zation) said that

al t hough the econoni c di nension of globalization was the nost evident,

gl obal i zati on al so had other dinensions - cultural and political. The

i nternational spread of cultures had been at |east as inportant as the spread
of econom ¢ processes. Through the nass nedia i deas and val ues were being
transmtted and i nposed on national cultures. A honpgeneous worl dw de culture
was energing. Sonetines the process was described as the creation of a
“global village”. Advances of popular culture neant that throughout the world
peopl e were dressing, eating and singing in the sane way and that certain
soci al and cultural attitudes had taken on a gl obal dinension

45. G obalization had profound inplications for States. Mny CGovernnents
saw their role as being not to regulate markets but to facilitate their
expansion. d obal and regional interactions were w ping out national borders
and weakeni ng national policies. The sovereignty of States was gradually

di m ni shing, not only as the consequence of the existence of supranationa
political and econonic organi zations, but in many cases because of the
asymmetry of bargai ni ng power between transnational corporations and small and
poor devel opi ng countri es.

46. The cul turally honogeni zing effect of globalization, the gradual process
of adopting common val ues and behavi oural patterns reinforced the universality
of human rights, established ties and |inkages between various parts of the
world and helped to elimnate certain traditional practices which mght be
qualified as discrimnatory. Cultural globalization also had negative
consequences for the cultural rights of vul nerable groups such as mnorities,

i ndi genous peopl es and i nmi grant workers. It often undermned cultura
identities, weakened various ethical norms, social cohesion and the feeling of
bel ongi ng, and hence contributed to the proliferation of internal conflicts.
Saf eguardi ng cultural diversity - linguistic, ideological and artistic - was

i ndi spensabl e.

47. The negative inpacts of globalization on the inplenmentation of economc
social and cultural rights, particularly the right to education and the right
to take part in political Iife, were manifold: «cuts in social and cultura
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programes, health services and food programmes in sonme cases prevented
Governnment s achi eving desired outconmes. Many inportant decisions were taken
by the private sector, especially by transnational conpanies. Mrkets could
not replace Governnments in the determ nation of econom c, social, educationa
and cultural policies, in providing social services and establishing
infrastructures, in the eradication of poverty, in the protection of

vul nerabl e groups and in defending the environment. Wak States could not
guarantee the rule of |aw, which was the sine qua non condition for the ful

i mpl enentation of all human rights.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




