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1. The Committee considered the initial reporthe Democratic Republic of Congo
(CRC/C/OPAC/COD/1) at its 1674th meeting (see CRSRC1674), held on 18 January
2012, and adopted at its 1697th meeting, held ofeBruary 2012, the following

concluding observations.

. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the submission of thee $tarty’s initial report under the
Optional Protocol (CRC/C/OPAC/COD/1) and the writteeplies to its list of issues
(CRC/C/OPAC/COD/Q/1/Add.1).

3. The Committee reminds the State party that theseluding observations should be
read in conjunction with its concluding observaticadopted on the State party’s second
periodic report under the Convention on the Rigbitshe Child (CRC/C/COD/CO/2),
adopted on 10 February 2009. The Committee appescithe dialogue with the
multisectoral State party’s delegation.

Il. Factors and difficulties affecting the implementation of the
Optional Protocol

4, The Committee reiterates its concern expressemk 2001 (CRC/C/15/Add.153,
para. 6) about the responsibilities of several o8tates and certain other actors, including
non-State armed groups and private companies, hernegative impact of the armed
conflict upon children and for violations of someoyisions of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, its Optional Protocol on tm¥alvement of children in armed conflict,
as well as provisions of international humanitateam, within areas of the State party. The
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Committee reminds however that the State partyrimarily responsible to ensure the
protection of all children within its territory.

5. The Committee regrets that little observable gmes has been made in
implementing the recommendations made over thertiegoperiod by United Nations
human rights mechanisms concerning notably childremlved in armed conflict, as
highlighted by the United Nations Secretary Gené8a2010/369, para. 78) and the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/16/27, parh.. The Committee considers that
the State party should show greater commitmentbideaby its obligations under the
Optional Protocol and to this end, bring to justiae a matter of priority, all commanders
suspected of recruitment and use of children andtbér war crimes, whose presence
within the State party’s armed forces gravely undee the consolidation of peace and
security.

Positive aspects

6. The Committee welcomes:

(@) The declaration made by the State party orrdkiication of the Optional
Protocol that the minimum age for voluntary enlisthin its national armed forces is 18
years;

(b)  The ratification of the Central African Conviemt for the Control of Small
Arms and Light Weapons, their Ammunition and aliteand Components that can be used
for their Manufacture, Repair and Assembly on 1%é&ber 2010;

(c) The endorsement of the Paris Commitments tateptochildren from
unlawful recruitment or use by armed forces or almups, and the Paris Principles and
guidelines on children associated with armed fooresrmed groups in 2007.

7. The Committee also welcomes:

(@)  The adoption of the Child Protection Code whpecbhibits the recruitment or
use of children below the age of 18 by armed foezesgroups and the police and provides
for the punishment of such actions with terms gbriisonment of between 10 and 20 years
in January 2009;

(b)  The Presidential Decree which ordered the ddimation of all children
below the age of 18 from the armed forces in JW@9H2

General measures of implementation

Right to life, survival and development

8. The Committee, notes with deep concern thadehil continue to be the primary
victims of the ongoing conflicts especially in th@astern provinces of the State party.
Referring to its previous concluding observatioBRC/C/COD/2, paras. 33 and 34), the
Committee remains alarmed that all parties to theflict continue to kill and to subject

children to the worst forms of violence, includitayture and mutilation. The Committee
expresses its deepest concern about:

(@) The use of children as human shields, as badyguor army commanders,
as sexual slaves and for committing the most seriouman rights abuses, including
massacres and mass rapes;
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(b)  The dramatic consequences on civilians, andicpgarly on children, of
military operations launched by the State partyhsas Kimia Il operation in February
2009;

(c) The alleged war crimes and crimes against hitpnasommitted against
Bambulti children and their families;

(d)  The deliberate attacks of schools and hospitaieh continue to be carried
out by all parties to the conflict in breach of tAeneva Conventions.

9. The Committee reminds the State party that it is pimary responsible for the
protection of its civilians, particularly children, which should be prioritized in all
military operations and that the State party should prevent civilian casualties in
accordance with the requirements of distinction, dicrimination, proportionality,
necessity and precaution. The Committee urges thetdde party to take concrete and
firm measures to ensure that no further killings aml maiming of civilians take place
and ensure that all cases lead to prompt independeand impartial investigations and
to the effective sanctioning with appropriate sandébns of those found responsible.

Legislation

10.  While noting as positive that the Optional Bool takes precedence over domestic
legislation and is directly applicable in domedtigal system, the Committee expresses its
concern that limited measures have been takendorerits effective implementation and
that the provisions of the Optional Protocol arelsainvoked and used by courts.

11. The Committee urges the State party to take all theecessary measures for the
full and effective application of the Optional Probcol.

Coordination

12.  While noting the role of the Inter Ministeridluman Rights Committee (CIDH))
with respect to some activities related to the @l Protocol, the Committee is concerned
that there is no specific body to coordinate thplementation of the Optional Protocol and
that limited progress has been made to reform aatile the National Council for Children
to fulfil this role.

13. The Committee reiterates its recommendation (CRC/@OD/CO/2, para. 13)
that the State party ensure the provision of an adpiate mandate, as well as human
and financial resources to the National Council forChildren to enable it to efficiently
carry out its coordination work. The Committee alsourges the State party to ensure
that the National Council for Children has an adequate level of authority.

Plan of action

14. The Committee expresses concern that the S#atg has still not adopted a time
bound plan of action to halt the recruitment ang efschildren in armed conflict in spite of
repeated calls by international human rights meichas over the past years and its
commitment to the Representative of the Secretaye@l on Children and Armed conflict
in 2009.

15. The Committee urges the State party to adopt as a atter of priority a
comprehensive time-bound plan of action to halt theecruitment and use of children
in armed conflict in conformity with Security Council resolutions 1539 (2004), 1612
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(2005) and 1882 (2009) and 1998 (2011). The Statertp should consult with the

Office of the Special Representative of the SecretaGeneral on Children and Armed

Conflict as well as international and national chitl protection actors and ensure that
the necessary human, technical and financial resoces are allocated for a prompt and
effective implementation of the plan.

Independent monitoring

16.  While noting as positive the indication giveuridg the interactive dialogue that a
section of the future national human rights insisio will be fully devoted to child rights,
the Committee is concerned about the consideraddégysl in establishing such a monitoring
mechanism. The Committee is particularly concerthed, three years after its adoption by
the Senate (2008), the draft bill creating thearati human rights institution has still not
been scheduled for adoption by the National Assgmbl

17. In light of its previous recommendation (CRC/C/CODLCO/2, para.l7), the
Committee urges the State party to accelerate thedaption process of the bill creating
a national human rights institution and to ensure hat the institution complies with the
Paris Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/43 annex) and is provided with the
necessary human, financial and technical resourceto fulfil its mandate. The

Committee also reminds the State party that the nadnal human rights institution

should be able to receive and investigate complamtrom, or on behalf of, children
concerning violations of their rights under the Optonal Protocol.

Allocation of resources

18. The Committee is concerned about the very levell of State expenditures for
social sectors and their continuous decrease begpdst years while budgetary allocations
to defence and public security have increased derably to reach 30 per cent of State
expenditures as already noted by the Committeeaamdinic, Social and Cultural Rights
(E/C.12/CODI/CO/4, para.16) in 2009. The Committeeaiso concerned that endemic
corruption as well as mismanagement and illegalagtgtion of the State party’s natural
wealth continue to divert resources available foe implementation of the Optional
Protocol.

19. The Committee urges the State party to significanyl increase its budget
expenditures for social sectors in order to ensureadequate funding for the
implementation of all activities of the Optional Piotocol. The Committee also urges
the State party to take active and concrete measuse against corruption,
mismanagement and illegal exploitation of the Statparty’s natural resources.

Dissemination and awareness-raising

20. The Committee is concerned that awarenesseofOptional Protocol among the
general public is low and that efforts to disserterits relevant provisions among children,
families, teachers and local authorities have besufficient, in particular in areas affected
by the armed conflict. The Committee is also conedrthat former child soldiers are
generally not associated in the design of polieied programmes that concern them and
have not been consulted during the elaboratiohefState party’s report.

21. In light of article 6, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol, the Committee
recommends that the State party launch a sustainablnational programme including
campaigns to disseminate to the general public areimong children the principles and
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provisions of the Optional Protocol as well as thdegal provisions of the Child

Protection Code criminalizing the recruitment and wse of children in armed conflict

and the sanctions associated with these crimes. Ti@mmittee also urges the State
party to ensure that child soldiers are fully involred in the elaboration of programmes
and policies that concern them.

Training

22.  The Committee expresses concern, that relg@rafessional categories, in particular
the military, the police, the Republican Guard #make working with the administration of
justice, receive insufficient and inadequate tragnion the provisions of the Optional
Protocol. The Committee is also particularly coneer that in spite of the adoption of a
code of conduct for members of the armed forces, ldlter generally do not consider
themselves accountable for violations of the Oidtrotocol and domestic related laws.

23. The Committee urges the State party to ensure thahe reorganization of the
army and security sector include the provision of ystematic trainings for members of
the FARDC and the Republican Guard on the provisios of the Optional Protocol and
the Child protection Code related provisions. Furttermore, the Committee also
recommends that the State party develop training pggrammes on the provisions of
the Optional Protocol for relevant professional graips working with children, notably
prosecutors, lawyers, judges, law enforcement offics, social workers, medical
professionals, teachers, media professionals, loaaid district officials and ensure that
the Code of Conduct, the military manuals and diretives are in accordance with the
provisions of the Optional Protocol.

Data

24.  While noting the efforts of the National Implentation Unit for the National
DisarmamentDemobilization and Reintegration Program(d&PN - DDR) to collect data
on children involved in armed conflict, the Commdtis however concerned that the
information collected remains partial and inacoarahd that State authorities rely almost
exclusively on international partners’ funding fiata collection and analysis on all areas
covered by the Optional Protocol.

25. The Committee wishes to underline that the respongility to collect data
covering all areas of the Optional Protocol lies gmarily with the State party. The
Committee therefore urges the State party to:

(@) Establish a comprehensive data collection systein order to ensure that
data, disaggregated inter alia by age, sex, geogtapal area and socio-economic
background, and covering all areas of the OptionalProtocol, are systematically
collected and analysed;

(b)  Use the data collected as a basis for designipglicies to implement the
Optional Protocol and assessing progress achievealards this objective;

(c)  Seekthe assistance of relevant United Natioagencies and programmes,
including the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in this regard.
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V.

VI.

Prevention

Age verification procedures

26. The Committee expresses concern that FARDCuitewnt procedures are
inconsistently applied and that recruitment inte ®tate party’s armed forces is mainly
carried out at the discretion of regional militamymmands or individual unit commanders.
The Committee is also concerned about the ineffesdss of the mechanisms to verify the
ages of incoming recruits and notes that this gmbis exacerbated by the very low level
of birth registration in the State party.

27. The Committee reiterates its recommendation GIORCOD/CO2, para. 36) to
continue and strengthen its efforts to encouragth biegistration of all children. The
Committee also urges the State party to standaeting recruitment procedures and train
officers to ensure consistent and effective veatfan of the age of individual recruits to
effectively prevent the recruitment of childrendnthe armed forces. The Committee
further recommends that the State party widelyutite guidelines on verifying age and
instruct recruiters that in the case of doubt cuerindividual's age, he/she should not be
recruited.

Peace education

28. While welcoming the State party’s indicationatthpeace education will be
incorporated in school curricula at all levels ofmpary and secondary education in 2012,
2013, the Committee is however concerned that scatxess to human rights and peace
education has been extremely limited.

29. Considering that human rights and peace educationra essential to enhance a
culture of peace and promote harmonious relationsipis which guarantee the culture

of non-violence and gender equality among childrerand the larger society, the

Committee recommends that the State party take promt and concrete measures to
ensure the provision of human rights education andin particular, peace education,

for all children in school and train teachers and ther professionals to help students to
resolve conflict through conflict-resolution and per-mediation training.

Prohibition and related matters

Recruitment and use of children in the FARDC

30. The Committee reiterates its deep concerntti@tState party, through its armed
forces, continues to bear direct responsibility e recruitment and use of hundreds of
children in armed conflict (CRC/C/COD/CO2, para).6Yhe Committee is particularly
concerned that although FARDC accounted for theédsgnumber of children recruited in
2010 as reported by the United Nations Secretargetz (S/2010/369, para. 19) and
continue to recruit and use children, the Statéypdenies their presence within its armed
forces. The Committee expresses serious conceruat dhe presence of children within
almost all brigades of the FARDC, as well as in Republican Guard directly answerable
to the President and in the national police, wigohstitutes a grave breach of the State
party’s obligations under the Optional Protocol.
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31. The Committee urges the State party to show greatguolitical commitment at
the highest levels to stop the recruitment and usef children within the FARDC. In
particular, the Committee urges the State party to:

(@) Urgently carry out a comprehensive screening prcess in collaboration
with MONUSCO to ensure that no children remain within the FARDC and police
units, as well as in the Republican Guard, startingvith the units created during the
“accelerated integration” process and paying speciattention to the release of girls
from armed groups;

(b)  Send an unequivocal message to all FARDC unitgquesting them to
release immediately all girls and boys from the arm and reminding them of the legal
prohibition of the recruitment and use of children and drawing attention to the
provisions and penalties of the Child Protection Cde;

(c) Remove individuals suspected of recruiting or sing children in
hostilities, or other serious human rights abusesgnding completion of investigations
against them.

Recruitment and use of children by non-State arnmagroups

32. The Committee expresses deep concern aboutdhgnuous recruitment and
abduction of children, including girls by numeronsn-State armed groups, and by
community-based militias known as Local DefencecEsr(LDF). The Committee is also
concerned that in January 2009, hundreds of childiers were incorporated into the
FARDC during the “accelerated integration” of memsbef the National Congress for the
Defense of the People (CNDP). The Committee expsefgrther concern that the State
party has not prioritized the release of childretathed by non-State armed groups in its
negotiations with these groups, as demonstrateatieémegotiations with the Yakutumba
Mai Mai in August 2010.

33. The Committee reminds the State party of its obligions under the Optional
Protocol to take all the necessary measures to emstthat no children are recruited by
non-State armed groups. The Committee urges the St party to ensure that the
release, recovery and reintegration of children assiated with non-State armed forces
or armed groups becomes a priority and is addresseéh all peace or ceasefire
negotiations and agreements with armed groups, inine with the United Nations
operational guidelines on addressing children’s isgs in peace agreements. The
Committee also urges the State party to ensure that

(@) The release of all children from non-State arn@& groups is a
precondition for any future integration into the army or police and any related
training programmes;

(b)  No military, financial or logistical support is provided to local militias
suspected of recruiting or using children or commiting other human rights abuses.
Priority should be given to regulating the activites of local defence forces and to
ensuring that children are not recruited or used bythem;

(c)  Cross borders frameworks of cooperation and exange are established
to repatriate children from neighbouring countries to their countries of origin as
already recommended by the Special Representativef the Secretary General for
Children and Armed conflict after her 2009 visit inthe country.
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Criminal legislation and regulations in force

34. The Committee is deeply concerned that themtillsno legislation in force in the
State party to criminalize the recruitment and asehild soldiers, the necessary decrees
for the relevant provisions of the 2009 Child Petitn Code to be fully applicable having
not yet been adopted. The Committee also notes amititern that little priority has been
given to the establishment of effective law enfaneat mechanisms to investigate, convict
or sanction those responsible for grave violatiagsinst children. The Committee is
further concerned that the draft bill to createcidezed chambers within the Congolese
justice system with jurisdiction over grave viotats of human rights was rejected by the
Senate in August 2011.

35. The Committee reiterates its recommendation (CRC/Q@OD/CO/2, para.ll)
that the State party take, as a matter of priority,all appropriate measures to expedite
the effective implementation of the Child Protectio Code. The Committee also urges
the State party to:

(@) Establish a comprehensive child protection systn including a systematic
mechanism for investigating, convicting or sanctioimg those responsible for violations
against children;

(b)  Promptly enact the draft bill adopted by the Cauncil of Ministers on 25
February 2011 to create specialized chambers withithe Congolese justice system
with jurisdiction over grave violations of human rights and ensure that specific
procedures for child victims and witnesses and areapplied by the specialized
chambers;

(c) Instruct all the prosecutors to begin investigions using the provisions of
the Child Protection Code.

Jurisdiction

36. The Committee, while welcoming the efforts b& tCongolese military courts in
applying directly the Rome Statute of the Interoadil Criminal Court in a number of
precedent-setting cases, the Committee is concehaedhe State party has not yet enacted
a national legislation implementing the Rome Statdthe Committee is also concerned
that domestic legislation does not effectively dadbe State party to establish and exercise
extraterritorial jurisdiction over war crimes reddtto conscription, enlistment and use of
children in hostilities.

37. The Committee urges the State party to ensure thats domestic legislation
effectively enables it to establish and exercise iwersal jurisdiction over war crimes

related to conscription, enlistment and use of chdren in hostilities and to take the
necessary steps to enact a national legislation ingmenting the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.

Impunity

38. The Committee notes with deep concern thapiie ®f the zero tolerance policy for
human rights violators declared by the Presidenf@09, none of the perpetrators of
recruitment and use of children in armed confladthough clearly identified, has been
prosecuted and convicted. The Committee is padiyutoncerned that:

(@  The dysfunctioning of the justice system fostenpunity and interference
within the military justice by military command ar@tate authorities. The Committee is



CRC/C/OPAC/COD/CO/1

also concerned about the numerous cases of obigtruof judicial investigations by
FARDC commanders and about the persistent refusdhe State party to arrest and
transfer General Bosco Ntaganda who is subjechareest warrant issued in 2006 by the
International Criminal Court for the war crime aflisting child soldiers and using them in
hostilities;

(b) FARDC commanders listed in the Security Couibup of Experts final
report (S/2009/603, annex 124) responsible forgleeuitment and use of child soldiers and
for massacres of civilians have been maintained emdome cases, promoted within the
FARDC;

(c) A large number of FARDC soldiers have still noten provided with
uniforms identifying their name and rank and a coghpnsive and adequately resourced
screening mechanism where each officer is vetteditoor her past human rights record
has still not been established as recommended bdyséven United Nations experts
(A/HRC/13/63, para. 4);

(d)  The Law promulgated on 7 May 2009 granting astynéo militias in the East
which excludes genocide, war crimes and crimesnagd&iumanity has already led to the
release of a perpetrator of recruitment and usehitd soldiers, as recognized by the State
party in its written replies (CRC/C/OPAC/COD/Q/1/d, para.31);

(e) In spite of the sentencing of numerous perpmaf sexual abuse, impunity
remains pervasive for the rape and the most hoifdfims of sexual violence and abuses of
women and children which continue to be used asapan of war in conflict zones;

39. The Committee urges the State party to show strongepolitical will and
demonstrable tangible efforts to apply its zero tarance policy with a view to
promoting accountability in the State party. The Canmittee strongly urges the State
party to put an end to the impunity that perpetrators of recruitment and use of
children continue to enjoy and ensure the prompt ad impartial investigation of all
allegations against all suspected FARDC officers anpersonnel, including those listed
in the final report of the Security Council Group o experts (S/2009/603, annex 124).
The Committee also urges the State party to:

(@)  Accelerate the implementation of the Action Pla for the Reform of the
Justice system and ensure that this plan containgscific and time-bound measures
for the protection of child victims and children in conflict with the law;

(b)  Fully collaborate with the International Crimin al Court by arresting and
surrendering Bosco Ntaganda whose presence withihé FARDC is incompatible with
the obligations of the State party under the Optioal Protocol;

(c) Provide adequate resources for investigationsnd prosecutions and
publish information on the number of prosecutions ad convictions for recruitment
and use of children in armed conflict;

(d)  Engage more actively in the reform of the armyand the security sector
and take as a matter of priority all the necessarymeasures to ensure that in all
provinces of the State party, FARDC members are pndaded with a uniform which
identify them and to establish a vetting mechanisnto exclude perpetrators of human
rights violations from the army;

(e) Ensure that no person responsible for the recitment and use of child
soldiers which constitute a war crime under the Rom Statute of the International
Criminal Court is released on the basis of the 2008mnesty Law;
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VII.

) Take prompt and active measures to bring perpeators of sexual crimes
to justice and to make the implementation of the Cwmprehensive Strategy on
Combating Sexual Violence a reality.

Human rights defenders

40. The Committee expresses concern that humatsragfenders, notably those who
support victims of sexual violence and the workhaf International Criminal Court (ICC),
are subjected to threats and attacks by State anebtate agents. The Committee is also
particularly concerned about reported cases of Glesg child rights activists being
threatened by State military and intelligence dédfie when carrying out awareness-raising
activities about the Optional Protocol with noniBtarmed groups or when assisting
victims of rape carried out by elements of armadds.

41. The Committee urges the State party to enact the lbion the promotion and

protection of human rights defenders adopted by th&ouncil of Ministers on 20 May
2011 and to take effective preventive measures togtect human rights defenders and
to ensure prompt investigations into attacks agairisthem. The Committee further

recommends that the State party implement the recomendations of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defendes following her 2009 mission in
the State party (A/HRC/13/22/Add.2).

Protection, recovery and reintegration

Obstacles to the demobilization of children

42. The Committee expresses concern about FARDGnzomers’ frequent refusal to

grant child protection actors access to militanessiwhere children are believed to be
present and about reported cases of Congolese pfutdction activists receiving threats
from some FARDC officers because of their effodsdentify and release children. The
Committee is particularly concerned that only adhif FARDC units have been effectively

screened and that no demobilization process toakepin 2010. The Committee is also
concerned about the information provided by thegation during the interactive dialogue
that the National Implementation Unit for the Natb Disarmament, Demobilization and

Reintegration Programme (UEPN-DDR) has not beesmail to check the presence of
children within the Presidential Guard.

43. The Committee urges the State party to grant immedite and unimpeded access
to accredited independent child protection actorsd all military sites and police units,
including the Presidential Guard, for verification, paying particular attention to girl
soldiers.

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration

44.  The Committee welcomes the release of terisoafsands of children from the ranks
of armed forces and groupsthe last eight years as well as the existendbeOperational
Framework for Disarmament, Demobilization and Regnation (DDR) which was revised
in 2008. However, the Committee notes with condémn lack of human and financial
resources allocated to the State agencies invaivete demobilization and reintegration of
children as well as the allegations of corruptiod anismanagement of DDR funds by the
State party.
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45.  The Committee urges the State party to provide thélational Implementation
Unit for the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Programme
(UEPN - DDR) and all involved State agencies withhe necessary human, financial
and technical resources for them to identify and povide assistance to all former child
soldiers, including self-demobilized children and kild soldiers abandoned by armed
groups en route to army integration sites. As a maer of priority, the State party
should ensure the adoption of an efficient simpliéid procedure for the prompt issue of
release certificates to all former child soldiersThe Committee also urges the State
party to investigate all allegations of corruptionand mismanagement of DDR funds
and bring those responsible to justice.

Treatment of children associated with armed group

46. While welcoming the State party’s informatidmatt all the children condemned
before 2002 for military offences have been pardoty Presidential Decree, the
Committee expresses deep concern that childremireaioby the FARDC have been treated
primarily as perpetrators rather than victims aadehbeen unlawfully detained and in some
cases ill-treated or tortured. The Committee ishierr concerned that a number of former
child soldiers were judged by military courts andsome cases sentenced to death or to life
imprisonment.

47. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that:

(@) Children are not arbitrarily arrested, detained and prosecuted by
military courts for their membership in armed groups or for military offences such as
desertion;

(b) Captured child soldiers are always treated in ecordance with
international human rights and humanitarian law and promptly handed over to child
protection actors;

(c) Detention of children is only used as a measur last resort and for the
shortest possible period of time;

(d)  Children deprived of their liberty as a conseqence of their involvement
in hostilities are treated with humanity and with respect for their inherent dignity;

(e) If criminal charges are brought against childra, trials must be held
before civilian courts and in compliance with intenational standards on juvenile
justice, including the standards enshrined in the @nvention on the Rights of the
Child and illustrated in the Committee’s general conment No. 10 (2007) on the rights
of the child in juvenile justice;

) No child should be sentenced to death or to éfimprisonment.

Assistance for physical and psychological recoweand social
reintegration

48. The Committee notes with concern that less thalh of returning child soldiers
have had access to reintegration support and thahwuch programmes exist, they often
fail to address the medical, psychological or s@monomic needs of former child soldiers.
As a result, a significant proportion of demobitizehildren are re-recruited. The
Committee is also particularly concerned that:

(@)  Girl soldiers, although comprising up to thiggr cent of children involved
in armed forces and groups, have been and areustilerrepresented in release and

11
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reintegration programmes and have often no altenabut to return to their former
commanders or drift into other marginal activitsegh as prostitution;

(b)  Children surviving sexual violence still havttlé chance to obtain access to
health care, psychological support and compensation

(c)  The stabilization and reconstruction programABEC) for the five conflict-
affected eastern provinces fails to include edocadind employment programmes.

49. The Committee urges the State party to rebuild areffective and adequately
funded national reintegration strategy for child sddiers which should be fully
integrated into STAREC. In particular, the Committee urges the State party to:

(@) Conduct a mapping of existing initiatives and wailable funding; an
evaluation of current and past initiatives and a fll needs assessment of the nature,
scope, duration, funding and expertise needed forhé provision of “appropriate
assistance” to former child soldiers;

(b)  As a matter of priority, develop and implementin collaboration with the
United Nations and child protection actors a stratgy to identify and provide effective
reintegration assistance to current and former girlsoldiers and their children, which
meet their complex medical, economic and psychosatineeds; Every effort should be
made to ensure these initiatives, and any resultingrogrammes, do not increase the
stigma and exclusion faced by former girl soldiers;

(c)  Ensure without any further delay that consistehand sustainable budget
allocations are made to provide child survivors ofsexual violence with immediate
compensation, psychological support and health care

(d)  Ensure that school reintegration; access to vational training and the
development of youth employment opportunities for dmobilized children are
incorporated into STAREC;

(e)  Significantly increase support for reintegration and recovery measures,
ensure they are accessible in affected regions addvelop multi-disciplinary assistance
programs;

) Ensure that child soldiers, parents and commuries are involved in the
design and evaluation of reintegration projects;

Follow-up and dissemination

50. The Committee recommends that the State party takall appropriate measures
to ensure full implementation of the present recommndations by, inter alia,
transmitting them to the Ministry of Defence, the PResidency, the Council of
Ministers, the National Assembly and all relevant rmistries, national and local
authorities for appropriate consideration and further action.

51. The Committee further recommends that the initial report submitted by the
State party and the Committee’s concluding observadns be made widely available to
the public at large, the media and children in paricular, in order to generate debate
and awareness of the Optional Protocol, its implenmtation and monitoring.

Next report

52. In accordance with article 8, paragraph 2, the Comnittee requests the State
party to include further information on the implementation of the Optional Protocol
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and the present concluding observations in its nexperiodic report under the

Convention on the Rights of the Child, due on 26 Qaber 2012. The Committee also
invites the State party to submit its initial reports under the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the sale of children, child prostituion and child pornography, due on
18 January 2004, as soon as possible.
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