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Introduction

1. The initial report on the implementation thye Republic of Latvia of the UN 1989
Convention on the Rights of the Child was ssved by the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child (the Committee) in January 2001.

2. This is the first periodic report describing the changes in the information submitted by
Latvia in its initial report, and including references to the Committee’s Recommendations
(CRC/C/15/Add.142). Most of the said Recommendations’ text has been included in the text of
this report. Information referring to the remaining Recommendations has been integrated in the
text of the report, instead ofquiding separate replies. Thdammation provided in this report
covers the period from 2001 until 1 March 2004.

3. State and local government authoritiesyall as non-governmentakganizations were
involved in the drafting process of this report.

4. The present report was published for pubkcdssion at the home page of the Minister
for Special Assignments for Children and Fandiffairs (SMSACFA), while reference to it was
also published at the home page of the Reptatea of the Government of Latvia before
International Human Rights Organizations, as well as at the public policy portal politika.lv
The report was also forwarded for discussiothLatvian National Human Rights Office
(LNHRO), the non-governmental organizatioral®ét ernus, the National Youth Association
of Latvia, as well as it was discussed at the Cailts Affairs Council. Fofurther details about
the Children’s Affairs Councilee paragraph 117, title Geral Principles,section Respecting
Child’s Opinion.

5. Information about the Committee Recommeiots of 2001 was submitted both to the
Parliament and the Cat@t of Ministers (CM), while thiatter on 27 March 2001 instructed the
National Centre for Protection of Children’s Rights to submit to the Committee Latvia’'s

comments on certain issues of the Recommendations. Recommendations of the Committee were
published in the Internet both at the public policy portal politikade home page of the
non-governmental organizationaBlet kernus.

I. GENERAL MEASURESFOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE CONVENTION

A. Applicablelegidation
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 7 and 8:

While noting that the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child of 1998
reflects some principles and provisiafgdhe Convention, the Committee nevertheless
remains concerned that othelerant laws, inter alia sonmutdated provisions regarding
family and adoption in the 1937 Civil Laware not in full conformity with the
Convention and that disparities exist betwtsem and practice(Recommendation 7)
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The Committee recommends that the State party continue its efforts in the field of

law reform to ensure that its legislation is fully compatible with the provisions and
principles of the Convention and with a chrlghts approach, and that it take effective
steps to ensure that these measures are fully implemented. (Recommendation 8)

6. The following amendments have been intetlin the legislation of Latvia since the
submission of the initial report, touching upoe tesues of protection of children’s rights:

Amendments to the Satversme (Constitafiwere adopted in 1998 supplementing it
with a new Chapter Fundamental Human Rights;

Amendments to the Civil Lastreamlining adoption process;

Amendments to the Civil Procedure Law excluding proceedings on paternity and
adoption from the principle of public trials;

Amendments to the Latvian Criminal Procedure Code providing for the presence of a
psychologist, pedagogue, legal representative during the criminal proceedings;

Enactment of the Labour Law that provideat a child may enter into employment
relations from the age of 15 years amcludes certain protective provisions;

Enactment of the Law on Identity Documetitat no longer provides for the entry of
the child’s ethnicity in documents;

Enactment of the Law on Social Services and Social Assistance that includes
essential principles for protection of children’s rights in child care establishments;

Adoption of the CM Regulation No 291 8fJune 2003 Requirements Applicable to
Providers of Social Services determimthe quality for provided services;

Adoption of the CM Regulation No 11f 11 March 2003 Procedure of Adoption
that safeguards the rights of a child during adoption proceedings;

Adoption of the CM Regulation No 348 dfJuly 2003 Regulation on the Amount of
Minimum Child Subsistence Allowance deifig the minimum amount of subsistence
allowance required to improve the sition of children in the country;

Adoption of the CM Regulation No 4%t 20 November 2002 The Procedure for
Ensuring Safety of the Students at Ealional Establishments and the Events
Organized by such Establishments, as amended by the CM Regulation No 685
of 9 December 2003.

7. The legal system of Latvia is based on the monism doctrine: international legal
instruments are treated as elements of thematiegal system provided that they have been
recognized in accordance with the applicgblecedure. Moreover, the provisions and
principles of international law enjoy higher léfarce than the provisions of national law. It
was initially prescribed in the DeclarationdMay 1990 On the Renewal of the Independency
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of Latvia, where Section 1 determines that thermational basic legal norms prevail the national
ones. Pursuant to the Law of 13 January 1994h@nnternational Tregs of the Republic of
Latvia, Section 13, should any international tyeatified by the Saeima provide for any
provisions different from those of the Republidatvia legislative acts, the former provisions
prevail. Pursuant to the Latvian laws andrmegal principles, the norms of duly ratified
international treaties may be directly appliedaurt proceedingsSeveral Latvian courts,
including the Satversme Court, have refetadnd applied the prasions of international

treaties binding upon Latvia in their judgments.

8. During the period starting from 1 Janpd001 Latvia has ratified a number of
international multilateral treaties in the field of children’s rights:

e The 1961 European Social Charter (in force as of 2 March 2002);

e Convention Concerning the Powers of Aattities and the Law Applicable in Respect
of the Protection of Infants adopted i International Private Law Conference
on 1961 (in force as of 25 March 2001);

e The 1975 Convention of the Council of Eurdpe the Legal Status of Children Born
out of Wedlock (in force as of 1 October 2003);

e The 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of the International Child
Abduction (in force as of 1 February 2002);

e The 1993 Convention on Protection of Chéld and Co-operation in respect of
Inter-country Adoption (in force as of 1 December 2002);

e The 1996 Convention of the Council of Eurdpe the Exercise of Children’s Rights
(in force as of 1 September 20@k amended on 22 December 2002);

e Charter of the Rome Inteational Criminal Court binding upon Latvia as of
1 September 2002;

e The 1996 Hague Convention On Jurisidic, Applicable Law, Recognition,
Enforcement and Co-operation in respedParental Responsibility and Measures
for the Protection of Children (in force as of 1 April 2003).

9. The following internationalilateral treaties in the fieldf children’s rights (adoption,
parental rights, subsistence;.g¢tare also binding upon Latvia:

e Convention between the Republic oftkia and Republic of Kazakhstan on
Preventing Double Taxation and Evasiomirdax Payment in Respect of Income
and Capital Tax (in forcas of 6 September 2001);

e Treaty between the Republic of Latviadathe Republic of Kyrgyzstan on the Legal
Assistance and Legal Relations in Civil, Family and Criminal Matters (in force as of
24 March 2001);
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e Treaty between the Government of the Rdipudf Latvia and the Government of
the Republic of Greece ddo-operation in Culture, Edation and Science (in force
as of 13 July 2001);

e Treaty between the Republic of Latvia and The Holy See (in force as of
25 October 2002).

10. Latvia has also ratified the 1919 Intdimi@al Labour Organization Convention No 5
Fixing the Minimum Age for Admission of Children to Industrial Employment, the 1919
Convention No 6 Night Work of Young Persons (Industry), the 1920 Convention No 7 Fixing
the Minimum Age for Admission of Children tadustrial Employment at Sea, the 1973
Convention No 138 Concerning MinimuAge for Admission to Employment.

11. In 2005 Latvia plans to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitatiand child pornography. In 2006 Latvia plans
to ratify the amendment of Section 43(2) to ltHé Convention on the Rights of the Child. Also,
in 2006 it is planned to accede to the Conwentf the International Labour Organization
Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour.

12. In March 2004 the CM approved the PmatiPositions Latvia Fit for Children
developed by the SMSACFA. This docurhenbased on the document A World Fit for
Children adopted in conclusion of the RBession of the UN General Assembly

on 8-10 May 2002.

13. The Principal Positions Latvia Fit for Chieh is a long-term policy planning document
(from 2004 to 2015) covering the basic principtsals and priorities of the state policy for
exercising children’s rights. The Principal Positions is the result of efforts by children
themselves, over a hundred local governnaemihorities and a number of state and
non-governmental institutions. The Principalsitions shall guide the development of
medium-term program for 2004 - 2007 and a short-fgan for the achievement of the defined
annual objectives.

14. The Principal Positions is the first letegm document that outlines common national
policy in the field of protection of childrentgghts. The document both summarizes directions
of activities set by other poliganning documents, as well poposes new activities. The
involved institutions shall makannual reports on the activitiesplemented under the Principal
Positions.

15. The Principal Positions identifies the rargf issues delaying sound development of
children and proposes actions to be undartpfor their practical implementation:

e To carry out systematic exanaitions of the general healtii children and to provide
high quality health care;

e To reduce the adverse effect of surroundingironment on the children’s health, and
to reduce the use/distribution of and atidic to smoking, alcohol, narcotic and toxic
substances;
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To carry out informative and prevergivneasures to reduce distribution of
HIV/AIDS and STDs amongst children and juveniles;

To ensure equal access to teacldng methodical aids, information and
communication technologies in ordemmmote equal edation opportunities;

To extend the children’s access to inteeghication regardless of their place of
residence;

To inform the public about the negative cegsences of all types of violence and to
train experts to work with the children - victims of violence;

To increase the scope of rehabilitation services available to the children - victims of
violence.

16. The following main principles have besat forth for implementen of the Principal

Positions:

Multi-sector approach to solving issuesalving both the statdpcal government
and non-governmental organizations (utthg children and youth organizations);

Co-ordination of the new, @hned and underway activities;

Setting up uniform criteria for evaluating the progress in the improvement of position
of the children in compliance with the UN requirements.

B. Ingtitutional structurefor protection of therights of the child
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 9 and 10:

The Committee notes with appreciation the establishment of the National Centre

for the Rights of the Child and its rolegénordinating the work of State and municipal
institutions on issues regarding the protection of children’s rights, but remains concerned
whether the Centre has the capacity to perfihisiimportant role in a satisfying manner.
(Recommendation 9)

The Committee recommends that the State party provide the National Centre for

the Rights of the Child with the financial and human resources necessary to enable it to
coordinate effectively the various activities related to the implementation of the
Convention at the nationaMel and between the central Government and the local
administration level. (Recommendation 10)

17. The elections of Saeima (RPament) of the Republic of lteia and appointment of the

new Government in 2002 were a mitas of the national policy in ¢hfield of children’s rights.

The declaration on the CM activities chaired by E. RepSe included the issues related to children
and family amongst the national priorities. SMSACFA was established for handling the issues
related to the protection ohildren’s rights, co-ordination and supervision of their

implementation and for dealing with youth and family issues.
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18. On 9 March 2004 the new Government of laathaired by |I. Emsis was formed. The
declaration on the present CM activities in theddfiof protection of children’s rights includes
among the priorities existence of a healthy and strong family. The most important activities
include establishment of efficient system for monitoring disadvantageous families, as well as to
promote family-type care to the children left vath parental care. The declaration provides for
development of tax policy favourable tarféies with children, through increasing the

non-taxable portion of income mespect of dependants. The Government plans to provide
state-subsidized health care to the practicaktent and to supply textbooks for children of
elementary school age.

19. Pursuant to the CM Regulation No 731 Ownrganization of the National Centre for the
Rights of the Child and Establishing the Mitar for Special Assignments for Children and
Family Affairs that was adopted on 27 Deceni2@02, the National Centre for the Rights of the
Child was reorganized as of 1 Janu2®93, and SMSACFA undertook its functions.

20. The SMSACFA, within its competence, aalioates the implemeation of the national
policy in the field of protection of children’s rights, the rights of the child and family. The
SMSACFA provides uniform registering of childravailable for adoption and adoptive parents

in the adoption register; refers the adoptive parents to child care establishments in accordance
with the applicable procedurperforms supervision and methoal management of activities of

the Orphan’s Court and Parislo@t related to care, custodydoption, guardianship, protection

of personal interestsd property of the child.

21. The SMSACFA is entrusted with developmefthe national poligin the matters of
family and youth affairs, protéon of children’s rights, as well as supervision of compliance
with the laws and other legislative acts in tieéd of protection of children’s rights. The
SMSACFA is entitled to audit the work of any statdocal government authority in the field of
protection of children’s rights, either at their own initiative or following a complaint. The
SMSACFA also provides methodical guidance tpl@n’s Courts and Pari€ourts, as well as
assists local government experts infile&l of protection of children’s rights.

22.  The SMSACFA priorities drawn for the year 2003 included:

@) Reduction by 3% of the numberatfildren in orphanages through respective
increase of the number of children referred to alternative care;

(b) Stabilization of the demographic sition by increasingupport available to
families with children and diverstation of the forms of support;

(c) Improvement of safety of the children through corresponding legislative
amendments and increasing requirements appli¢althee guardianship officials in order to
ensure rapid professional assistance to each and every child whose rights are infringed.

23. The amount of 493,459 LVL (737,607 EYyRas been assigned from the State budget
in 2003 to improve the operation of the SMSACIR implementing the National Program for
improving the Situation of Chitén and Family. To compare, in 2002 the amount assigned to
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the National Centre for the Rights of the CHid operation and implenmation of the National
Program was 230,345 LVL (344,312 EUR). Furthéormation about the National Program for
improving the situation of chitén and family is available iparagraph 76, Section General
Principles, Sub-section Prohibition of Dignination, and paragpd 113, Section General
Principles, Sub-section Respecting Child’s Opinion.

24. In order to continue the work commenced during the previous year and implement
new measures in the field of protection ofidten’s rights, SMSACFA priorities set for the
year 2004 included the following:

(@) Improvement of the protection of childie rights by establishing the offices of
Regional Inspectors for Protean of Children’s Rights;

(b) Promoting foster care in order tapide family-type care to orphans and children
left without parental care (adoptionster family, guardian, support family);

(c) Provision of subsistence for childrigmough commissioning of the Subsistence
Guarantee Fund.

25. In 2004 the amount assigned for impleragoh of the priorities set by the

SMSACFA was 3,519,367 LVL (5,260,638 EUR). Thajor part of the above amount

was assigned for establishing of the Subsc#dBuarantee Fund. It is foreseen that the Fund
will commence its operation on 1 July 2004. Hmeount assigned for operation of the Fund
is 2,500,000 LVL (3,736,920 EUR).

26. In accordance with Section 66f the Law on Protection of the Rights of the

Child, 10 Public Inspectors for Protection@iildren’s Rights started their work on

1 January 2004. The duty of the Inspectors sufgervise the observance of children’s rights

in the given local government territory. TEB®SACFA divides local government territories
among the Inspectors to cover the entire territory of Latvia. The Inspectors have the right to
issue recommendations on elimination of the infringements of children’s rights, as well as to
make proposals for elimination wifringements on the basis oktlcarried out inspections, or

for calling the responsible officials tosdiplinary or other statutory account.

27. Upon the commencement of its work, the SMSACFA organized 17 trainings for the
officials of Orphan’s Courts arfarish Courts and for Directors of the child-care establishments.

Referring to the Recommendations No 13 and 14:

The Committee emphasizes the importance of setting up an independent
mechanism with a mandate to monitor and evaluate progress in the implementation of the
Convention, both at the national and the Ideaél, and notes that the State party has
started to take steps in tldgection. (Recommendation 13)

The Committee encourages the State party to continue working towards the
establishment of an independent bodylgascessible to children, such as an
ombudsperson for children or a national comroisgor children’s rights, established in



CRC/C/83/Add.16
page 13

accordance with the Paris Principles (Gahé&ssembly resolution 48/134), to monitor
the implementation of the Convigon and to deal in an expeditious and efficient way
with individual complaints concerning chikeh’s rights. In this regard, the Committee
further recommends that the State party consider seeking technical assistance from
UNICEF, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the

United Nations Development Program (UND&mong others. (Recommendation 14)

28. The LNHRO Section for Protection of thegRis of the Child commenced its operation
on 2 May 2003. In 2003 the LNHRO budget waseased by 46%. Such increase was related
to the establishment of the Section for Protettf the Rights of the Child upon reorganization
of the National Centre for the Rights oétlhild. The LNHRO is an Ombudsperson-type
institution within the meaning of internationalaand therefore the said Section is performing
functions of an Ombudsperson for children. TRNHRO was established using the models of
several national human rights institutions, intisafar the Australian model, according to which
an institution for protection of humarghits is operating in three directions:

¢ Informing the public about human rights;
e Issuing opinions on human rights related matters;
¢ Investigating complaints on the alleged infringement of human rights.

29. The three above-mentioned function®©aibudsperson-type institution are included
amongst the LNHRO functions. It should beatbthat since 1997 the LNHRO is a full member
of the International Ombudsmernstitute, while the Section for &ection of the Rights of the
Child in October 2003 became a member offheopean Network of Ombudsmen for Children
(ENOC).

30. The section for Protection of the Righfghe Child, in accordance with their

competence, deals with complaints concerningngéments of the lawful rights and interests of
children, including infringements of human riglatsd abuse of authority by state and local
government institutions. At the same time, to prevent infringement of the rights of the child
proposals and recommendations raae to state and local govarent authorities, legal entities

or natural persons. The LNHRO examines theuonstances that led to infringement of the
children’s rights through inspections of educational establishments, prison facilities, educational
establishments for social coct®n, out-of-family institutions, et The LNHRO officials are

visiting state and local government authorities to clarify the issues related to protection of
children’s rights and examination of complaints, as well as inform the public, including children,
about their rights and obligations through dssions, seminars, lectures and conferences.

The LNHRO analyses compliance of national legal provisions with Latvia’s international
commitments, inter alia, in the feebf protection of the rights @he child, as well as undertakes
analytical research of national laws and practiceke field of protection of children’s rights,
including making comments and proposals toléigeslator regarding protection of children’s

rights and improvement thereof. The LNHRGi@&ls consult children’s opinions and perform
other functions of Omhdsperson-type institution.
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31. By ordinance of the President of the State of 30 June 2003 On the Institution of
Ombudsman a working group on introducing itingitution of Ombudsman in Latvia was

established, in order to ens@@herence to the principle ab@d governance, efficient control

over the executive, existence of effective remedies; also to increase trust between the individuals
and state institutions. The working group inclddéembers of Riament, representatives of

the LNHRO and other governmental and non-govemai®rganizations. At present, the draft

law on Public Advocatehas been completed and prepamedsubmission to the Parliament.
According to the draft law, the LNHRO shall serve as a base for establishing the institution of
Public Advocate, at the same time broadening not only human rights protection but also securing
the observance of the principle afayl governance by state institutions.

32. Latvia has a number of non-governmentglanizations, which successfully operate,
in the field of children’ s rights. More infmation on establishing such organizations and
their types is available in Section Civilgtits and Freedoms, Sub-section Freedom of
Assembly and Association. With regardptmssibility of non-governmental organizations
to influence decision-making and to particgat the policy development, please refer to
Paragraphs 111-113, 116, 117 of the Sectiame@# Principles, &-section Respecting
Child’s Opinion.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 15 and 16:

The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that a systematic and
comprehensive system for the collection ;fagjgregated data for all areas covered by
the Convention and in relation to all growgdschildren is not yet fully developed.
(Recommendation 15)

The Committee recommends that the State party continue to develop a system of
data collection and indicatocensistent with the Conventi. This system should cover
all children up to the age of 18 yeansth specific emphasis on those who are
particularly vulnerable, including childatims of abuse, neglect, or ill-treatment;
children with disabilities; non#izen children; children belonging to minorities; children
in conflict with the law; children who work; adopted children and children living in the
streets and in rural areas. It further encourages the State party to use these indicators and
data in the formulation of policies and programs for the effective implementation of the
Convention. (Recommendation 16)

33. In 2003 an updated statistidlbtin of the CentrbStatistics Dpartment (CSD) Children

in Latvia was published. Pursuant to Sectiohdthe Law on Protection of the Rights of the

Child, the bulletin includes information about {h&rents deprived of oaor custody rights;

about the adoption of children or their refétcachild care establishments; application to

children of compulsory means of educational or medical nature; imposing criminal sanctions
against children; children who have reached the age for mandatory educational yet who do not
attend any education establishrse@mbout rehabilitation of the ibdiren - victims of violence.

Further, the CSD has access to the information referred to in the Committee Recommendations
No. 15 and 16 - the data about stateless @nlddisabled children, employed children and

children belonging to ethnic minorities.
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34. Neither the statistic bulletimor the National Program foraistical Information includes
the information about the famiewnith children evicted from their residence on the grounds of
court judgment.

35. In 2003 the CSD proposed an initiative to incladeimmary of the said information into

the draft National Program Conoérg Statistical Information for the year 2004. However, this
proposal was withdrawn following an opiniontbe Ministry of Justice (MoJ) stating that

according to Section 3®f the Law On Rent of Residgal Premises, local government

authorities are bound to render assistance to thr@noome individualsohabitating with or
supporting at least one minor child, if such induals are evicted from their residences.
Consequently, in the MoJ’s opinion, a situatwimere a family with minor children is evicted

from their residence without providing another residential space can never occur in Latvia.
According to the MoJ summary of statistiata for the year 2003, 514 families with minor

children were evicted from their residences. Among these families there are some to which the
status of low-income families has been granted, and therefore enforcement of the judgment has
to be postponed until the respective local gowemt authority provides another residential

space for this family. Further information abeurtction of families with chidren is available in
Paragraphs 332 - 336 of Sectidaalth and Welfare, Sub-4ean The Standard of Living.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 17 and 18:

While noting the efforts of the State party in disseminating information about the
Convention, the Committee is concerned thatprinciples and provisions of the
Convention are not disseminated at all levelsaxfiety, and in particular in the rural
areas. (Recommendation 17)

The Committee recommends thia¢ State party develop more creative methods
to promote the Convention, including throusidiovisual aids such as picture books and
posters. The Committee also recommends adequate and systematic training and/or
sensitization of profesional groups working with and for children, such as judges,
lawyers, law enforcement personnel, tears, school admintiators and health
personnel. The State party is encouragelly integrate the Convention into the
curricula at all levels of thedeicational system. (Recommendation 18)

36. Following the Committee Recommendations, in 2003 the SMSACFA received the
UNICEF funding for translating into Latuiaand publishing the book Implementation Handbook
for the Convention on the Rights of the Chilthe implementation criteaiproposed at the end

of each book’s section may be used for moteitizl evaluation of the national system for
protection of children’s rights and for prepaoatiof the planning documents and reports on the
situation of children in Latvia. It is inteed that the Handbook will be published in 500 copies
and distributed free of charge.

37. In 2004 it is planned to use the UNICEF fundimglistribute free of charge the Principal
Positions Latvia Fit for Children.

38. The Latvian Judicial Training Institute (L3Y has provided training to the judges of
district (city) courts and regional courgs)d a number of judges of the Supreme Court
concerning the rights of the child from the aspects of both civil and criminal law. Training
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concerning the rights of the child in civil lawshbeen given as a part of regular course, which
attendance is mandatory for aldges of district (city) and regional courts, as well as in a
number of topical seminars, whigrere attended on voluntary basis.

39. The mandatory course includes lecturetherfamily law - on determining residence and
subsistence of a child, as well as on custottyguardianship issues. The topical seminar The
Rights of the Child held on 30-31 October amd13-14 November 2002 discussed the following
topics:

e The 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child;

e Termination of parental righk; application to court for permanent termination of
parental rights; means of proof;

e |Issues in civil cases related to the protection of the rights of children (adoption,
determination of the chdls residence, etc.);

e Approval and annulnre of adoption;
e Competence of the Orphan’s Courfirotection of the children’s rights;

¢ Mechanisms of forming the motivation ¢hildren and juveniles to act. 60 judges
attended the 2002 seminar. Seangare conducted by known experts in the area of
protection of the rights of the childudges of the Supreme Court, etc.

40. In February 2003 four senairs were conducted on amergtits to the Civil Law and
Civil Procedure Law to discuss the amendments made to the Family Law section of the Civil
Law that also affected to the rights of #tgld. 205 judges in total attended the seminars.

41.  Concerning protection of the rightstbé child from the aspect of criminal law,

on 27-28 February 2002 the LJTC in co-operatidgth ¥he International Development Agency of
Canada and the Association of the Universities and Colleges of Canada organized the seminar
Application of Alternative Sartions to Juveniles. This senar included presentation on the
Canadian policy and programs in the arepeénile delinquency, analysis of the Latvian

strategy in the same area, and acquainting thihpreventive programs and the concept of
probation.

42. Surveys conducted among the judges demoedtreir very high interest in training on
children’s rights and that they would appete a larger number of lectures on criminal
proceedings against juveniles and on the psychology of children and juveniles.

43.  The State Police has established withirPilelic Order Police the Service of Inspectors
for Juveniles, which officials have underg@pecial training on working with children.

Regular training courses and searmare organized to improve tipealification of the officials.
On 13-15 February and 20-22 Febfiry 2003 seminars for officials of the Service of Inspectors
for Juveniles were organizedtae Police Academy of Latvia.
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44. To ensure that preventive actions are si$fgkas training was on organizing preventive
actions, project development and commuticaart. On 4-7 March 2003 a thematic

training was organized for the officials oktlstate Police on child abuse and women abuse;
on 8-25 May - on juvenile risk groups; on 25-28 May - on child abuse.

45. The State Police Servicelokpectors for Juveniles hasadal of 149 staff units, while
the number of actually serving officials is 14Dhe Service of Inspectors for Juveniles is a
service of the Public Order Police with the migisk of preventing offences and participating in
legal educatiof juveniles.

46. Notwithstanding the fact that 90% of goyees of the Service of Inspectors for
Juveniles hold university degree, the specifictheir work, as well as Section 6, Part Two, and
Section 20 of the Law on Protection of the Righftshe Child, require development of a special
qualification level raising trainingrograms, subject to prior @wation of the education level
and professional experiencetbg involved officials.

47. Pursuant to the requirements of Section Gh@taw on Protection of the Rights of the
Child, the Ministry of Interior is developingnd implementing on annual basis Program for
Preventing of Juvenile Offences and ProtectiothefChild Against Criminal Offences aimed at
reducing juvenile delinquency. @&tsaid program includes special training of the Police officials
to work with juveniles, vitms of crime and their familiesThe program for 2003 included
education and training of the officials on variauwgent topics in the area of protection of
children’s rights. These included, for exampegctical application of the Law On the
Application of Compulsory Means of EducatiMature to Children, the principles of team
formation in the field of preventive work with juveniles implementing Section 58 of the Law On
Protection of the Rights of the Child; on preveatwork with the juveniles involved in activities
of extremist political organizations.

48. The Program for 2004 is intended to includetthining of the Service of the Inspectors

for Juveniles officials that will be performed in cooperation with the Nordic Non-Government
Organization “LAIN”. At the same time it is planned to continue education of the Service of the
Inspectors for Juveniles and Circuit Inspectors officials on the following topics:

@) Day-to-day application of the CM Regulation On the Procedure for Compulsory
Treatment of the Children Suffering from PsychmaBehavioural Disturbaes as the Result of
Abuse of Alcohol, Narcotic, Psychotropic orh@t Intoxication Substances, and the Procedure
for Compulsory Treatment of Addiction to Allol, Narcotic and Psychotropic Substances in
Children;

(b) The principles of team formation iretfield of preventive work with juveniles in
rural local government authorities;

(c) Day-to-day application of the Law @Gime Application of Compulsory Means of
Educative Nature to Children.

49. In 2003 the State Police organized 54 semiftarthe officials of the Service of
Inspectors for Juveniles to provide training on proper communication with juveniles - victims
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of violence?® the Police officers were educated on the principles of team formation for the
preventive work with juveniles in local govenent authorities of rural areas. The seminars
were attended by 482 Police officers in total.

50. Employees of the State Police have alsended various edational events and
meetings abroad:

e 10-14 June 2003 in France (Lyons) - meeting of the working group On Social
Rehabilitation of the Juveniles Addicted to Psychoactive Substances;

e 29-30 June 2003 in Belgium (Brussels) - lion of Trafficking in Human Beings;

e 14-15 October 2003 in Poland (Warsawhe System for and Management of
Protection of the Rights of the Child;

e 14-15 October 2003 in Slovakia (zZhilinJhe System for and Management of
Protection of the Rights of the Child;

e 26 October - 02 November 2003 in Germanglii&) - The Fourth Training Course
of Europol on the topic Combating of>@&ml Abuse of Children on the Internet;

e 14-18 October 2003 in Norway (Oslo) - TRi&th Meeting of Interpol on the topic
Combating of Trafficking in Human Beings;

e 28-29 October 2003 in Sweden (Stockhotmpnference on the topic Combating of
Sexual Abuse of Children on the Internet;

e 02-03 December 2003 in Sweden (Stockholmeeting on the topic Prevention of
Trafficking in Children.

51. Training seminars for Police officers to wevkh sexually abused children have been
scheduled and partially carried out withie thcope of the National Program Prevention of
Sexual Abuse of Children 2000- 2004.

52. To ensure successful developmentienmglementation of preventive measures, a
representative of the Prevention Service eflfeadquarter of the Public Order Police on

29-31 October 2003 participated in the OSJIé® Society Justice Initiative) program Police
and Drugs that took place in Slovakia and wastkxl to education of the Police lecturers on
the theory on minimising of the adverse effect of drugs through the use of the multi-media
capacities. The Prevention Service divisiongehiaeen supplied with methodical aids to
lecturers and students for mastering of the releiapic (written guide for lecturers - 2 volumes;
written guides for students - 2 volumes, methoditstructions for lecturers and students -

4 CDs). The said material istemded for training of the services supervised by the Prevention
Service division.

53. The national program Prevention of flicking in Human Beings 2004-2008 under its
part on education activities envisages training etspists in various fields to work with the
victims and promote inter-departntal cooperation in the mattes§violence, sexual abuse and
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trafficking in human beings; such training mntinuously provided by the Ministry of Education
and Science (MES), the Ministry of Interior V), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and
the SMSACFA.

54.  Also, each territorial police division has deped curricula, and staff training on urgent
topics specific for the region takes place on a monthly basis.

55. In addition, about 70-75 police officers regeiraining as part of various national
programs every year. About 120 officers attend seminars organized by the State Police.

56. The MES National Youth Initiative CentreYIC) on a regular basiorganizes seminars
to the heads of Methodical Associations ofgSiMasters on the issueated to education of
children and youth, and protection of their rights.

57. The MES Professional aRest-Diploma Education partment, the Professional
Education Centre and the NYIC on a regular$asganizes various regular training seminars
and courses including, ter alia, the issues of childrerrights in professional education
establishments. ParticipardSthe seminars have accessrtethodical material facilitating
implementation of the goals anjectives of education. Themsmars include both lectures and
teamwork.

58. Seminars are also organized for admiaiiin of vocationaschools, principals,
headmasters and syllabic directors at leastemi-annual basis for@atarget audience.

59. Each vocational educatiorntasishment pays much regard to the availability of
information to parents, familieguardians and other caretakeiie annual work plans of the
principals of vocational educat establishments include edtioaal activities for pedagogues
and Group-Masters.

60. The mentioned seminars amilicses are aimed to promdtemation of tolerant and
motivated personalities in the students of educational establishments, to develop their skills of
adapting to the changing social environment, to facilitate development of the students’
self-confidence and self-esteemprovement of their ego andterest in the development
processes in Latvia and worldwide through improving their ability to analyse human emotions,
relations and actions, andpgoomote the responsibility for development of their lives and
careers, understanding of familyasritical choice in human lifeThe main principles on which
the seminars are based include the formatdfdsoth physically and mentally strong,

intellectually and socially, morally and emotidigaleveloped personality (promotion of a free,
independent and rpsnsible personality).

61. The NYIC in cooperation with the AdvisoBouncil of the Methodical Associations of
Class-Masters works on developitigg model program for Class-Masters. At present, the
mandatory topics included ingfClass-Masters’ curricula nelation to the protection of
children’s rights include: actions in extreme attans; traffic safetyfundamentals of healthy
life-style; prevention of addiction and career selection.
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62. The NYIC in cooperation with the AdvigoCouncil of the Syllabic Directors of
Vocational Education Establistents has developed the Mod&irricula for Group Masters of
Vocational Schools that includes isswf protection of children’s rights and safety in extreme
situations. Also, the work on the projéatoup-Master’'s Guide continues and presently
methodical recommendations concerning thekvad group masters with the students of
vocational education estabiliments are being drafted.

II. DEFINITION OF THE CHILD

63. Section 110 of the Satversme providestate protection and support to marriage,
family, parental rights and the rights of theéldh The state provides particular assistance to
disabled children, children left without paraihtare and children - victims of violence.

Full age

64. Section 3, Part Three of the Law on Pridd@cof the Rights of the Child provides

definition of child as an individual under the aafel8 except the individuals who are deemed by
law to have reached full age earlier, i.e., the individuals declared of full age or those who have
registered marriage before reaching the age of 18 years.

Criminal liability

65. In accordance with Section 11 of the Crimioalv (effective as of 1 April), a person

who has reached the age of 14 by the dateeotdmmission of offence can be called to criminal
liability. The Criminal Law, however, provides for particular liability in case of juveniles - at the
age of 14 to 18 years. The Criminal Law applies mitigated liability for the offences committed
by juveniles, given the peculiarity of their personalities.

Employment relations

66. The Labour Law was enacted on 1 July 2002. Section 37 of the Labour Law prohibits
full-time employment of children. For the purposes of the Labour Law, a child means any
person less than 15 years of age or a person pursuing elementary education until the age

of 18 years. A child may be employed on extra-curricular basis from the age of 13.

Voluntary testimony

67. Concerning the respecting of best interesthe child who testifies in criminal
proceedings, see Paragraphs 86, 87 of Sectionr@dnciples, Sub-seon The Best Interests
of the Child.

Respecting opinion concer ning treatment

68. The draft law on patients’ rights stipulatieat treatment of minguatients over 16 years
of age is also permissible without the conseriheir legal representatives; in case of patients
less than 16 years of age; the consent of iegaksentative is still required. The essence of
treatment must be explained, however, to edutld in age-appropriate manner, and maximum
regard should be given to the child’s opinion on the treatment.
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69.  Concerning the age of mandatory education, the eligible age for marriage, voluntary
drafting to military service; the eligible age faurchasing alcohol ardgarettes; concerning
imprisonment, eligibility to vote and eligibility to drive motor vehicles, please refer to the Initial
Report of the Republic of Latvia because no ¢geasrhave occurred since the date thereof.

I11. GENERAL PRINCIPLES
A. Prohibition of discrimination (art. 2)
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 23 and 24:

The Committee is concerned that the gipfe of non-discrimination is not fully
implemented for non-citizen dtiren, children belonging tminorities, including Roma
children, poor or dysfunction&milies, children with disalities and children living in
rural areas, especially with regard to their access to adequate health and educational
facilities. In this context, it notes with imést the State program for the improvement of
the condition of children in the country for 1998 further takes note with concern of the
requirement to record ethnic ongn passports. (Recommendation 23)

The Committee recommends that the State party collect disaggregated data to
enable monitoring of discrimination against all children, in particular those belonging to
the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, witheawio developing measures to put an
end to any form of discrimination. fiirther reiterates the recommendation of the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to reconsider the requirement to
record ethnic origin in passports/B4/18, Para. 407). (Recommendation 24)

70. Pursuant to the Law on Identification Downts (effective as of 1 July 2002), the
following optional data about the document holcden be entered intoelpassport of alien or
citizen, in addition to the statutory data:

e Nationality;

e Child(ren) under the age of 18 years.
71. The normative acts of Latvia no longeguie mandatory statement of the child’s
ethnical origin in the passport. Paragr@pbf the CM Regulation No 245 of 18 June 2002
Regulation Concerning the Passports of the Citiz#riLatvia, Aliens of Latvia and Travelling
Documents of Stateleg®rsons stipulates that the followidgta about the person’s child(ren)
under 18 years of age may be optionalhtered into the person’s passport:

e Name;

e Date of birth;

e Sex;

e Personal identification number, in case of children registered with the Population
Register.



CRC/C/83/Add.16
page 22

72. Section 91 of the Satversme stipulatesdhadeople are equal before the law and the
court. Human rights are exercised on non-diseratary basis. A number of amendments have
been drafted to facilitate consolidation of this principle.

73. A number of amendments have been dilafieensure effective protection against
discrimination, including the Law on Educatidhe Law on Social Security, Administrative
Offences Code, The State Civil Service Act, the Law On the National Human Rights Office, etc.
The amendments are designed to prohibit unjadtdifference in treatment. Section 3 of the

draft law Amendments to the Law on Educatioavies that all citizens and eligible permanent
residents of Latvia, as well as all citizens of the European Union (EU) Member states and their
children have equal rights &mlucation, regardless of their gender, age, race, complexion,
language, religious, political or other beliefs, social origin, nationality, social or property status,
occupation, disability, sexualientation or any other beliefs.

74. The draft law Amendments to the Law Orti&bSecurity opened for discussion within

the Government on 5 February 2004 at the meetfir8jate Secretaries provides for availability

of social services regardless of the persgeisder, age, race, complexion, language, religious,
political or other beliefs, social origin, naiality, social or property status, occupation,

disability, sexual orientation or any other beliefs. The State calls to administrative and criminal
liability for breaching theanon-discrimination prohibition.

75. The above-listed draft lasave been developed with due regard to the 2 December 1965
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms Bfcial Discrimination acceded to by Latvia

on 4 May 1990. The draft laws are designeduarantee implemertan of the commitments
included in Section 5 of the said Convention.

National program for improving the situation of children and family

76.  The following directions and action progranave been identified within the National
Program for Improving the Situation of Childrand Family 2003 with the view to facilitate
improvement of the situation of children and family:

e Facilitating the social integration of disabled children with the view to promote
integration of disabled children in socidé. The following actions have been
implemented within the scope of this action plan:

— Project tender Adjustment of Enviroemt to Children with Mobility Defest-
the premises of 9 education establishments and social care institutions for
children have been re-built and adadtwith the investment of 15,600 LVL
(23,318 EUR);

— Methodical and curricular aids havedn developed to support parents and
specialists in rearing and educating mentally retarded children, designed to
facilitate development of self-care skills in such children. Also three educational
books for children in “easy language” have been published in 900 copies.

120 pedagogues and social workers Haaen informed about the use of
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the methodical and curricular aids innkavith mentally retarded children
and their parents. The total aomt of the project makes 5,400 LVL
(8,072 EUR);

— Support was provided to thergiaipation of the teanof disabled children of
Latvia at the World Summer Olympic Games 2003, at which the Latvian Special
Team of Disabled Children consistingX# children took part. The amount of
1,200 LVL (1,794 EUR) was assigned undas ftroject for purchase of the
parade uniforms of the participants.

e Support to children of the risk group andldfen in crisis situation, in order to
facilitate integration othe children of risk group in s@l life and to provide support
to children in crisis situation:

— A hotline for children has been setpmvide access for ddren from all around
Latvia to psychological aid in crisis sétions free of charge, as well as access to
advice and information. The hotlinergiees are available from 9.00 through
22.00. To support the hotline, the amount of 10,400 LVL (15,546 EUR) has been
allocated from the National PrograrBuring 2003, the Crisis Trust Centre
Skalbes provided advice to 74,141ldren in crisis situation;

— Information booklets have been published &V and radio programs have been
prepared and demonstrated within thepgcof the information campaign Help the
Child to Grow Up! To provide information about:

» The legal aspects of adoption, guardianship and foster care;

» Possibilities of a family to provideupport to an incomplete family, to a
family with a child suffering from chronic diseases, or to a large family or a
family lacking skills in child care;

» Possibilities of a person to becom&daiciary who supports a child who has
problems in learning or communication wihbers, or who needs other kind of
support. The project included ptimg and dissemination of 55,000 booklets
on the above-listed issuesT¥ programs and 2 thematic enclosures to daily
newspapers on adoption, guardiansimg #oster families. The total amount
of the project makes 15,400 LVL (23,019 EUR);

— The pilot project of local governments In Support of Family has lead to
establishment of Family Support Centrehe local government authority of
Liepaja (analysis of the results of activiiare scheduled to the end of 2004).
The model of cooperation between municipal and government institutions shall be
developed for working with difficult families and parents deprived of care and
custody rights. The local governmenttaarity shall developleernative forms of
care for orphans and children left withquarental care. The total amount of
project makes 7,648 LVL (11,432 EUR);
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— Co-funding of the project Co-opéian between the NGOs and schools in
working with risk group children that resulted in preparing and publishing
2,000 teachers’ manuals A different chalidschool: how to provide the needed
support;

— Labour and leisure camps for risk group children and disabled children; as
the result, 33 labour and leisure cantyad been organized to facilitate
integration of risk group children in the social life. Funds in the amount of
33,000 LVL (49,327 EUR) were allocatémm the National Program for
Improving the Situation of Childremd Family for organizing these camps.
Participants of the camps included 1,@bdldren of risk groups and disabled
children.

77. The Joint Memorandum of Understanding ooi@dntegration between the Republic of
Latvia Government and the European Commission - signed between the European Commission
and the Government of Latvimn 18 December 2003 with the view to get prepared to the

full-scale participation at the open co-ordioatimethod in the field of reducing the social

repulsion and poverty after the accession to theasSWyell as to get prepared to development

of the National Action Plan for Faitation of Social Integration for 2004.

78. The Memorandum was aimed to identifying thain issues and the groups of population
most vulnerable to poverty and social repulsionyal as define the basic political objectives to
reduce social repulsion and poverty in the counAchievement of the above goals and
implementation of the policy shalibe appraised in the cont@ftthe EU social integration
process aimed at making sigoént influence on the eliminatiaf poverty in Europe by the

year 2010.

79. The identified main political objectivesraed at reducing poverty and social repulsion
include strengthening of families’ solidarity and protection of the rights of the child, as well as
ensuring adequate income, with particular regard to the condition of incomplete families and
families with three and more children.

80. Concerning children from poor and diffictdinilies, please see Paragraphs 326 - 331 of
the Section Health and Welfareyl$section The standard of Living.

B. Thebest interests of the child (art. 3)
Theterm “best interests of the child” (para. 1)

81. Though the term “the best interests @f ¢hild” is not expressly defined and it is
rather understood as a general value, guaraafehs rights of the child are consolidated
in the Satversme, the Civil Law, the Law Omphan’s Courts and Parish Courts, the

CM Regulation No 111 of 11 March 2003 O thdoption Procedure and other laws and
CM regulations.
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82. The SMSACFA has been established in otdensure compliance with and adherence
to the best interests of the child within the policy planning process. For further information
about the SMSACFA, please see Paragraphs21%f the Section General Measures for
Implementation of the Conventi, Sub-section Institutional Stiure for the Protection of

the Rights of the Child.

83. On 20 June 2002 the Saeima passed thAmaendments to the Criminal Procedure
Code of Latvia amending Section 160 of thed€ to provide for mandatory presence of a
pedagogue, a psychologist, or a specialishé@in psychological work with children, in
criminal proceedings during theterrogation of witnesses undeurteen years of age.
Section 152 of the Criminal Procedure Code alsavides for interrogaon of a minor person
on trial in the presence of legal repentative, pedagogue or psychologist.

84. A psychologist is invited depending on the need for presence of a psychologist on a
case-to-case basis, as well as on availability of financial resources. The courts request the
services of psychologist taking inb@count the available budget resources.

85. Concerning the parents’ duty to suppoeirtichildren, see Section Family Environment
and Alternative Care, $usection Supporting of the Child, thght to adequate quality of life.

86. Concerning the compliance with the bastrest of the child in case of adoption,
see paragraphs 119 - 202, 204 - 209 of Seé&wonily Environment iad Alternative Care,
Sub-section Adoption.

87. The Law On Social Services and Sogissistance effective as of 1 January 2003
provides a new approach to the care of orplaaaischildren left without parental care, and it
stipulates that family care should be primarilyqued involving a foster family or guardian, and
only in the case of failure of such measuresdhild may be referred to continuous social care
and social rehabilitation institution. In orderremluce the number of children in out-of-family
care establishments, the CM adopted on 1€eDwer 2003 the Foster Family Concept. The
Concept is aimed at improving the organizational forms of foster families, increased informative
and methodical support, increased compeosdt foster families and uniform funding
procedure applicable to fostimilies and guardians. The Concept intends to increase in 2004
the compensation for duties of foster family7@LVL (104.63 EUR) and to provide training to
the existing foster families and guardians.

Protection of the child against domestic violence (para. 2)

88. Public information campaigns have resiiitethe increased public interest in and
understanding of this issue. Realizing the eguences of violence, increased awareness of
and ability to identify the victims of violence, the officials of the institutions for protections
of the rights of the child and non-governmerganizations are capable of identifying an
increasing number of cases of violence. The number of children - victims of violence has
increased during the recent years. 1,144 caséslehce against children have been identified
in 2002.
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89. Concerning the public awareness abouCihvevention and popularisation of the rights
covered by the Convention, see paragraph3eation Introduction and paragraphs 36, 37 of
Section General Measures for the Implemeotatif the Convention, Sub-section Institutional
Structure for the Protection of the Rights of the Child.

90. Section 51 of the Law on Protection of Rights of the Child provides that each and
every child - victim of a crime, exploitation, sexadluse, violence or any other unlawful, cruel

or dignity-infringing actions-is entitled to appigr free assistance free according to procedure
established by the CM in order to help him/her to restore physical and psychical health and to
achieve social integratiorSuch treatment and re-integration should be provided in the
environment favourable to the chHadhealth, self-esteem and dignity, subject to safeguarding of
the child’s intimate confidence. The CM Redigda No 208 of 8 June 1999 On the Procedure of
Providing of the Necessary Aid to a Child c¥/m of Unlawful Actions sets up the procedure

for rendering of the necessary assistandbdorictim out of the national budget, and budget
sub-program Social Rehabilitation of the Children - Victims of Violence is maintained in Latvia
under the national budget.

91.  Starting from 2001, rehabilitation has bgeovided every year to 1,100 children

victims of violence, as an average. Starfiogn 2000, the amount assigned for rehabilitation of
children makes 748,056 LVL (1,118,170 EURJraining is provided every year to specialists
working with the children victims of violence. Training of the specialists is organized so that
certain number of specialists from each regibhatvia gains th@ecessary knowledge and
skills. As a result, there are 2-4 specialists in each region are specially trained to work with
children- victims of violence.

92. The draft Criminal Procedure Law apprdwe the second reading by the Saeima

on 1 April 2004 stipulates that the prosecutoymestraint order preventing the suspect or
accused from approaching certain individuah® limited distance specified in the decision,
preventing physical or visual contact with symErson, or restricting contacting such person by
all and any means of communicationmfiormation (wording of Section 253).

Compliance with the best interests of the child by theinstitutions (para. 3.)

93. The Law on Social Services and Socissi8tance has been enacted on 1 January 2003.
The Law sets up the principles of social work, social care, social rehabilitation services and
rendering/receipt of social as&nce; the range of persargitled to such services and
assistance, as well as the principles of payrfeerand funding of the social care and social
rehabilitation services. The Law provides for amnncrease of the funds assigned to social
rehabilitation of juvenilelcoholics and addicts to drugstoxic substances. In 2003 the

amount of 316,800 LVL (473,543 EUR) was allmxhfor such purposes, while in 2006 it

is expected to increase the funding up to 633,600 LVL (947,085 EUR). Further, in 2003

and 2004 the funds assigned to organizing ofiidocial care establishments shall amount

to 1,263,496 LVL (1,888,634 EUR).

94. Regulation of the CM has been adoptedhleyirtue of the delegation of powers
provided for in the Law on Social Services and Social Assistance, to set up the procedure for
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availability of social rehabilitation services to the children addict to psycho-active substances, as
well as the requirements applicable to the entities rendering social rehabilitation services and
those rendering social services including the entities providing social services to children.

95.  According to The Law on Social Servieesl Social Assistandbe Social Services

Board shall be established to control the quality of social services, and it shall be competent to
control the compliance of quality of the services with legal standards, as well as to deal with the
individual complaints.

96.  With respect to the consulting the childfgnion at the social rehabilitation institutions,
see Paragraph 115 of Sectiom@el Principles, Sub-seati Respecting Child’s Opinion.

97. The Law on Patients’ Rights hasen drafted to regulate, int@ia, the rights of juvenile
patients, and it should mpened for discussion within ti@vernment on 8 January 2004 at the
meeting of the State Secretaries. SectiontBefiraft Law provides that the rights of patients
must not be restricted duettteir gender, age, race, nationality, language, social status or
religious beliefs. Legal representative of a minor patient shall be entitled to obtain information
about the patient except if, following a reasonpahion of the physician, disclosure of such
information would prejudice thgatient, provided that such opmi is recorded in the medical
documents. Treatment of a mirgatient shall be subject to areness of and approval by the
legal representative of the minor patient, while patients over 16 years may receive treatment
without approval of the legal reggentative. A minor patient shibe entitled to participate in
making treatment-related decision$, at the physician’s opiniotthe interests of a minor patient
require immediate medicaltervention, yet the legal representative delays expression of the
consent, or if the physician has no informationwtiihe legal represented of a minor patient,

the decision on treatment shia# made by the Medical CouhcThe Medical Council shall

notify the Orphan’s Court about its decision within 24 hours.

98. The Regional Council School Board speciabistprotection of the rights of the child
organize seminars for school pripals and teachers in compliance with the principles of the
Convention of the Rights of the Child. The SMSACFA organizes seminars for regional
specialists on the protection of the rightgha# child. Starting from the beginning of 2003,

3 seminars on urgent issues concerning thesighthe child have been organized for the
specialists of local governments on the rightthefchild. For information on public awareness
of the contents of the Convention and populaisatif the rights covered by the Convention, see
paragraph 4 of the Section lattuction and paragraphs 36, 3%l Section General Measures
for the Implementation of the Convention, Setton Institutional Structure for the Protection

of the Rights of the Child.

99. The SMSACFA, in collaboration with th&NHRO and MES, carries out inspections at
child-care institutions to see how the rights of the child are being respected. 11 inspections have
been carried out starting from 1 January 2003, and 629 children have been questioned on
compliance with their rights. The Socr$sistance Fund is annually carrying out

15 - 20 inspections at the out-of-family childreware institutions to check quality of the

services and whether the rights of the child are being respected. 18 inspections were carried ou
in 2003.
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C. Theright to lifeand development (art. 6)
100. Section 93 of the Satversme stipulatas Itw protects each person’s right to life.

101. According to the data of CSD aslajanuary 2003, the population of Latvia has
decreased by 1.93%, compared to situnaon 31 March 2000. The number of children
(from O to 17 years old) has decreased by 10.18%

Tablel

Total population and number of children*

Data as of 31 March 2000| Data as of 1 January 2003
Total population 2377 383 2 331 480
Including 0-17 years old 540 661 485 576

102. On 31 March 2000 children were 22.7%haf total population, while on 1 January 2003
children were only 20.8% of the total poputetti At the beginning of 2003, 62.62% of all
children lived in cities, whil&87.38% of children lived in rural areas. The number of live born
children in 2002 in Latvia was 20,044. Compai@@001 (19,664 children born), the number of
live born children in Latvia has increased by 1.93%.

103. Compared to 2001, in 2002 the number of children born to 19 years old mothers
and 20 to 24 years old mothers has decreased (see the Tabhkewkioen children according
to the age of their mothers). In 2002, the number of children born to 25 to 29 years old
mothers (+243); 30 to 34 old mothers (+3489 85 to 39 old mothers (+24) has increased.

104. While the number of children born to 25-38@ngeold mothers has increased, the average
age of mothers has also increased - from 26.9 years in 2001 to 27.1 years in 2002. At the
same time, the number of children born to 13 to 24 years old mothers has experienced
continuous decrease. The average age of matleévering the first child has experienced slight
increase: 24.1 years in 2001 comparing to 24.3 in 2002.

105. To improve the demographic situation ie gate, the concefn Increased Social
Allowance to Families upon Birth of a Child hHasen developed and accepted by the CM on
17 February 2004. The Concept envisages sggmfiincrease of the social allowances to
families upon birth of a child, starting from 2005he Concept is aimed at increasing the
child-care allowance proportionally to the so@aturity contributions. Persons who are taking
care of children less than one year and who have previously been employed would receive
allowance in the amount of average salary frwanich social contributionkave been deducted.
The allowance would be calculated on the as$iaverage salary during the 12 months
immediately prior to childbirth. The allowance would be limited to five minimum monthly
salaries. The persons who are taking cahibfiren under one year of age and who have not
been previously employed, and therefore not subject to social insurance, would receive
allowance in the amount of the minimum monthly sala the state. In 2005 this amount would
be 90 LVL (134 EUR). The child-care allowancedo@ persons without prior social insurance
history would change in line with the increasf the minimum monthly salary in the state.



Table?2

Newbor n children according to the age of their mothers®

Total Including Including the first child
Boys Girls
1995 2000 2001 2002 1995 200( 2001 2002 1995 2000 2001 2002 1995 2000 2001 2002
Newborn - total 21595 20248 19664 20044 11Pp25 110|357 9987 10273 10370 |9891 | 9677 | 9771| 11248 1004Y 9948 10054
Including mothers
at the age of
(years)
13 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 L L il -
14 4 2 3 1 2 E 2 1 2 D il - 4 2 3 1
15 24 13 12 12 1 ) 6 6 14 8 6 6 P4 13 12 12
16 136 72 69 6( 72 37 36 35 64 B85 33 25 134 70 67 59
17 341 234 231 179 169 124 188 89 172 110 93 90 323 229 221 176
18 738 492 424 440 391 258 2p7 220 347 P34 199 220 701 462 409 410
19 1172 792 793 76b 611 416 4p1 418 561 376 392 347 1 059 710 713 693
20-24 8314 6 243 5969 5821 4336 3147 3005 2985 3978 B096 (2964 |2836 | 5785 | 4614| 4448 4362
25-29 5995 6491 6138 6331 3140 3320 3120 3271 2855 B171 |3018 |3110 | 2277 | 2867| 2897/ 3039
30-34 3085 3732 3807 4147 1588 1909 1930 2119 1497 [1823 |1877 |2028 641 779 845 995
35-39 1443 1714 1722 1746 782 889 869 889 711 825 853 857 244 235 262 261
40-44 293 438 463 456 142 236 235 227 151 202 228 228 42 63 63 40
45 and over 23 21 24 31 13 13 15 10 10 8 9 21 7 2 6 4
Not specified 26§ 3 (i 6 18 P 2 3 8 1 4 3 6 - 1 2
The average age o 255 26.8 26.9 27.1 X X X X X X 23|0 23.9 24.1 24.3
mother (years)
o
QD
«Q
¢
N
©

9T'PPV/E8/D/DHD
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106. In 2002, 477 children at the age of O - 19 years died in Latvia. Though the number
of deceased children has decreased in casgrato 2002 (507), the data on the causes of
death shows that the number of children drech external causes has increased by 2.35%.

In particular, the number of children deceased through drowning has increased (by 4.4%)
(see the table below The number of deceased according to the causes of death in different
age groups).

Table3

Thenumber of deceased according to the causes of death
in different age groups’

Including
0-4 5-14
1999| 2000| 2001 | 2002 | 1999| 2000| 2001 | 2002
Number of deceased 267 248 265 251 59 114 93 92
Including:
From tumours 6 3 8 7 9 25 11 12
From diseases of nervous systen 6 4 8 10 3 6 12 5
From diseases of respiratory system 8 3 9 5 1 3 1 2
From external causes 34 32 85 A3 41 64 57 60
Including from traffic accidents 2 3 § 12 13 19 17 15
Drowning 12 13 6 9 14 23 2P 24
Exposure to smoke, fire, flame 3 5 6 3 5 7 3 6
Violence 3 5 5 4 3 1 y. 2
From tumours 13 5 9 11 28 33 28 30
From diseases of nervous systen 2 4 3 2 11 14 23 17
From diseases of respiratory system 5 2 3 2 14 8 13 9
From external causes 109 121 115 103 184 (217 |207 |206
Including from traffic accidents 4y SL 45 30 62 73 68 47
Drowning 17 8 16 20 43 44 34 53
Exposure to smoke, fire, flame 2 - - 2 10 12 9 11
Violence 4 11 11 9 1C 17 18 15

107. Also, the number of children deceaBedh exposure to smoke, fire and flame has
increased by 0.9% in 2002, in comparison to 2001. The increase in the number of children who
die through drowning, asphyxia in smoke or #redences the increasing trend of parents to
leaving children unattended, as well as lack spomsibility on part of parents/guardians. The
number of children lost in fire, in its turn, shows that in some families children are exposed to
non-compliance with fire safety norms. Thergase in the number of children injured and
deceased from fire is directly réda to the start of heating season.
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108. To improve care and supervision of chitldr® protect children from physical and
emotional violence in families and in educaticare establishments, on 22 October 2003 the
SMSACFA established working groups entrusigth preparing proposals on amendments to
the Administrative Offences Code and the Crimiralv. The proposed amendments to the said
laws envisage increased accountability for neglgdhe duty of care and supervision resulting
in heavy bodily injuries or death of a chilthe amendment texts hakeen submitted to the
Saeima for adoption.

D. Respecting the child’ sopinion (art. 12)

109. Positive changes in respecting of and lisigto the child’s opinion have been observed
during the recent years on battunicipal and nigonal level.

110. Section 101 of the Satversmevpdes that each and every o#tizof Latvia is entitled to
participate in the work of the state and local government institutions in the manner stipulated in
the law.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 19 and 20:

The Committee notes with concern ttia participation ad involvement of
relevant non-governmental orgaations and of civil society at large in the formulation
and implementations of policies and programs relating to children is not systematic
(Recommendation 19).

The Committee emphasizes the important role civil society and non-governmental
organizations in particulglay as partners in implementing the provisions of the
Convention, and recommends that the Sparéy consider a methodical approach to
involving civil society, especially chitén’s associationand advocacy groups,
throughout all stages of the implementatidrihe Convention, including policy-making
(Recommendation 20).

111. On4 -5 May 2003 the 2nd Children’s Forum of Latvia took place at which the principal
positions Latvia Fit for Children were discudselhe 2nd Children’s Forum of Latvia adopted
resolution on calling the adults poovide opportunity for the chitdn to express their opinions,
participate at discussions, pravemselves and decide on matters important to themselves; to
educate, develop themselves and to act joiatig, to provide the required assistance to ensure
development of children in a sa#éavironment where they can grow physically healthy, mentally
sound, emotionally safe, socially competent empiable of learning, in order to provide
wholesome life to children and to promote impéntation of the initiatives of children and

youth.

112. The shared opinion of the organizatiomsesenting children is expressed on most
occasions by the Latvian Youth Council (LYQ¥or further details about the children’s
organizations and formation thereof, see $ectivil Rights and Freedoms, subsection Freedom
of Assembly and Association.
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113. National Program for Improving the Siteatiof Children and Family includes measures
for the involvement of children in improvirtgeir situation and deciding on the matters
significant to themselves. Participation of children in the policy formation was promoted
through the following activities:

e Organizing of region (city) scale children’s conferences and organizing
the 2nd Children’s Forum of Latvia. As the result, in April/May 2003
28 conferences were organized andzhe Children’s Forum of Latvia took place
on 4 - 5 May 2003;

¢ Funding the most actual children’s projectss a result, 10 projects have been
implemented concerning foation of self-government fit for children. The amount
of 4,495 LVL (6,719 EUR) has been assgdnn 2003 for the implementation of
children-related projects within the framakof the National Program for Improving
the Situation of Children and Family. Mastthe children’s projects were aimed at
improving of school-adjacent of municipatti€ories in order to create environment
suitable for recreation of children; whildifnas Secondary §ool of Valmiera
Region, for example, implemented a projgiched at combating addiction to drugs
and toxic substances.

114. Most of the education establishmentkaiiia have active student self-governments
aimed at organizing information and entertagminevents and representing the interests of
students at the meetings ohsol administration and parents.

115. The Law on Social Services and So8sdistance provides for establishment of
Social Care Councils in long-term social carel social rehabilitation institutions with the
participation of the inhabitants of institution$ildren), their relatives, representatives of the
local government authority and the institution.

116. Children’s Councils have been formed vgittime local governments consisting of the
most active children of the region; childrempeass their opinions on the matters concerning
improvement of the city, leisuportunities available at the loggdvernment level, safety and
other issues.

117. The Minister for Special Assignments @ildren and Family Affais has convened the
Children’s Council to perform advisory functioithe Minister and officials of the SMSACFA
meet on the quarterly basis with children représgrvarious children’s organizations of Latvia
to discuss the novelties in the pgliconcerning protection of threghts of the child, and they
submit to the Council for discussion the draflifpzal documents concerning, inter alia, the
issues of protection of the children’s rightsor example, members of the Children’s Council
have discussed the draft Natal Program 2004 for ImprovingelSituation of Children and
Family.

118. On 6 - 8 November 2003 the Meeting @& World Children Parliment was held in
Finland (Helsinki) at which children from Latvia participated for the first time. Thus, the
Latvian children had an opportunity to particepat solving world-urgent matters jointly with
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the representatives of other countries. Partimpaof children at this forum was funded by the
SMSACFA from the budget of the National Program for Improving the Situation of Children
and Family.

119. The action for children Listen to me vemganized in December 2003. The joint action
of the SMSACFA and the UNICEF Latviddmational Committee took pte at the Clinical
University Hospital for Children and in differentgiens of Latvia. Children received as a gift
the UNICEF post-cards on which they couldtevtheir ideas and thoughts on improving the
situation of children, addressing them to A.@es5 the Minister for Special Assignments for
Children and Family Affairs. Partation at the action was voluntary.

120. The action was aimed at learning the caits opinion on the matters they consider
important and identifying how children feel ireteociety. In total, 354 cards were received
from children of various age (4 -17 years) from both cities and rural regions. The listed main
problems at school included heavy schoolbagklamg school hours. A number of proposals
were made including on the need for psychoksgas school and on school uniforms so that to
prevent abasement of children from low-incoiamilies. The children’s proposals reiterated the
need for more free-of-charge hobby groups bosthool and out off school. Latvia is working
on improving the interest education systerthatgovernment and lokcgovernment levels.

121. The LNHRO specialists on protection af tights of the child on a monthly basis

organize the Day of the Child’s Opinion. Timsludes discussing urgent topics with children

and listening to their opinions on the issuesaaigy the LNHRO. In 2003, the LNHRO raised
issues included leisure opportunities for child@nwell as evaluation difie attended education
establishments by children. The Day<ginion are mainly organized at education

establishments and child-care establishments not only at the capital but also at the distant regior
of Latvia.

122. For information on consulting the opinionaihor patients in traenent process, see
paragraph 97 of the Section GealePrinciples, subsection The Best Interests of the Child.

V. CIVIL RIGHTSAND FREEDOMS
A. Nameand nationality (art. 7)
Referring to Committee Recommendations No 25 and 26:

The Committee is deeply concerned that, although all children born in Latvia
after 1991 are automaticallytéfred to citizenship according to the amendment of 1998
of the Citizenship Law, there is still a l&cgumber of children who are without Latvian
nationality. Further it expresses its concerthatslow pace in general of the process of
naturalization of noritizens in LatvidRecommendation 25).

In light of article 7of the Convention, the Committee concurs with the
recommendation of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
to streamline the process of naturaliaatfor all those who apply for citizenship
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(A/54/18, para. 404) and, in p@ular, it encourages the State party to provide more
information and support to the parents of ndrzen children to enable them to apply for
citizenship on behalf of their children (Recommendation 26).

123. The Law on Citizenship provides that chitdb®rn to stateless persons and aliens
after 21 August 1991 are citizens of Latvia.réPds/adoptive parents tfe child may make
application for recognition of Latvian citizenshopa child. During the period starting from

1 January 1999 to 30 June 2003, 1,121 children haveradatiiizenship of Latvia by the virtue
of Section 3 of the Law on Citizenship, and 3,375ldken, or 21% of the concerned group,
born after 21 August 1991 to stateless personab@as have been natilized, together with
their parents. According to the data of thep&aic of Latvia Citizenship and Migration Board
as of 1 April 2003, the total number of childigorn after 21 August 1991 to stateless persons
and aliens without citizestip of Latvia was 17,006.

124. The SMSACFA formed a working group entrusted with preparing amendments to the
Law on Citizenship in order to facilitate andprote granting the Latvian citizenship to minors
including children born after 21 Auguk®91 to stateless persons and aliens.

125. On 23 October 2003 the draft law Amendtae¢a the Law on Citizenship was opened

for discussion within the Government at the Meeting of State Secretaries. The draft law is aimed
at the elimination of the shortcomings in the current Law on Citizenship and solving certain
problems including: deciding on the right to aiiiship of Latvia for children left without

parental care, namely the children whose pararg unknown or regarded as missing or unable

to exercise guardianship by the reason of lgstiness, or deprived or parental rights.

Currently, registration for citizenghis only available to the chitdn left withoutparental care

whose parents are unknown and who have been fomutite territory of Latvia. The draft law is
designed to provide the right to citizenship of Latvia to the children whose parents have acquired
the citizenship of Latvia after the birth of thehildren, and to provide the right of adopted

children to the citizenship of Latvia, sincecBen 173 of the Republiof Latvia Civil Law

provides that adopted children enjoy the legatiust of a child born in wedlock in both personal

and property relations.

126. Further, the draft law provides for a number of further changes in the Law on
Citizenship:

e To facilitate naturaliation of children born after 2August 1991 to stateless persons
and aliens - permanent residents of aasxcept if the children have acquired
citizenship (nationality) o&ny other country upon their birth. This amendment has
been drafted based on the concept that the commonly accepted principles for the
reduction of the number of stateless persons include guaranteeing the citizenship to
the children born on the given country inedlsey have not acquired citizenship of
any other country;

e To specify the naturalization procedupghcable to children so that persons
applying for the Latvian citizenshigpuld better understaride naturalization
procedure applicable to minors.
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127. In 2003, the officials of the NaturalizatiBoard organized 121 information days or
meetings at the pre-school education andme@hensive educationtablishments all around

Latvia. During such information days and meetings, children, teachers and administration of the
education establishments were informed alblo@itprocedure for granting citizenship both

directly, as well as indirectly, through diss@ation of the information materials of the
Naturalization Board. Further, representatives of education boards receive regular information
about the novelties ardhanges in the naturalization process.

128. To facilitate natutaation, in 2003 the Naturalization Bal arranged 3 competitions for
students of the elementaryhsols for national minorities. Ehcompetitions were highly
appreciated by students:

e 35 schools of Riga participated at the piaigp competition The heart of Latvia in my
painting devoted to the 85th anmisary of Latvia’s independence;

e All schools of drmala participated at the competition Do you know your rights. The
purpose of this competition was not onlygige the opportunity to students to test
their knowledge but also to learn maieout the citizenship of Latvia;

e Ajoint introduction event for all schools took place on the dayaoplesis - the
competition arranged by thidaturalization Board for studés of elementary schools
| am the inhabitant of Ventspils - a citizen of Latvia.

129. Days of Citizenship have been orgatsiiaeschools already for three years within

the events related to the Latvia’'s independeatage In 2003, such events were organized at
90-95% schools on the entire terrigaf Latvia. The officials of the Naturalization Board
participated at 52 events. Baipation took very different fors1 addressing the school children
at ceremonial meetings, telling about the possitslitied benefits of natalization to individual
classes, arranging discussions and cditipes. Some schools accommodated the mobile
exposition of the Naturalization Board Citizenshmp.atvia within the framework of the Days
of Citizenship.

130. Several regions of Latvia have been essfully cooperating ith the Naturalization
Board and the Registry Offices, and in 2008hscooperation was expéed to include more
regions. The Registry Offices have devebbpe information material Naturalization of
Children Born After 21 August 1991 to StasddPersons and Aliens. Officials of the
Registry Offices provide information to the new parents on the possibility to apply for the
citizenship of Latvia for their children. Informan exchange also takptace by telephone, if
necessary.

131. The Naturalization Board is cooperating ayufar basis with education establishments
including pre-school education establishmentgugh organizing of information days, the Days
of Citizenship as well as competition for schobildren On the Way to Civic Society organized
countrywide.

132. Within the framework of the competitionldnen develop projectsn civic participation
and public awareness. The best team of eegion receives funding from the Naturalization
Board in the amount up to 500 LVL for the immientation of the project. The student’s
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projects have to be implemented by the ehilarch 2004. The winning team of Vidzeme
region shall undertake to inform the youth abibwetactivities of local gvernment authority and
promote involvement of their peers in the logal’ernment activitiesThe winning project of
Zemgale region is aimed at promotion of intaltare education and sippearing of cultural
differences of different nations. The winneartes of the other two regions have developed
projects facilitating naturalization: We stand for united society and Step by step. The winning
project of Riga region is titled Identity of the ronity adolescents and their ties with the civic
society of Latvia. This project envisages mmfing the youth of different ethnicities about the
education establishments for national minorities in Latvia.

133. The student competition shiadl completed in spring 2004 ly3-day seminar at which
the results of implemented projechall be presented; concuntlg, the students shall compete
in their awareness about issugsch as civic society, rule of law, general human rights’
principles and history of Latvia. The aggaggresult of projectsna knowledge tests shall
determine the winner of the main prize - the winning team shall go to trip abroad.

134. The Naturalization Board orgjaes the student competition @re way to civic society
annually already for seven years. The competiis organized in collaboration with the MES,
The Council of Europe Information Office (CoEI@nd some other institutions. In this year the
competition is financiayl supported by the US Government and CoEIO.

135. During the period starting from 1 Felmu&995 until July 2003, the number of underage
aliens has reduced by more than 240,000. #pam that, the Naturalization Board is
continuously organizing different educatiamdanformation events aimed at reducing the
number of aliens. The most important eventtude the dialogue with and informing the
society. The Naturalization Board duriitg) operation since 1995 fideveloped 55 public
information projects, and 38 of them have beeplemented with forign financial support.

The largest of them include the EU Pharegoam project Integration of Society Through
Information and Education, The Campaign fiiforming the Society and Promoting of
Understanding the Citizenship Issues (advertismd@V, radio and in press, information tents,
tall-free telephone lines, Interngdge in Russian www.pilsoniba.lmformative brochure
distributed via direct mail t&00 000 people), Days of Citizenghresearch projects On the Way
to Civic Society (1997 and 2001) and The Impactanf Regional Aspects in the Settlement of
Citizenship Issues, etc.

136. In 2003, the Saeima of the Republic aviamassigned 50,000 LVL (74,738 EUR) to the
Naturalization Board for orgazing language improvemenitaglses for the persons pursuing
naturalization in Latvia. In 2003, 850 persdwasl the possibility to undergo free-of-charge
Latvian language classes within the framewalirkhe above-stated funding. Since 1999, foreign
embassies (US, Great Britain, Norway, Swed&ve funded the Latvian language classes by
assigning the amount of 220,000 LVL (328,849 EUR). The embassies of US, Norway and
Sweden have expressed interastontinued implemeation of the project and assignment of
funding in 2004 as well. The projedmplemented on 2008ere related to:

e Improvement of the prestige of citizefsland increasing the level of patriotic
education at education establishmentsiagithe pedagogues and children, as well
as their parents;
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e Publishing and dissemination of infortiman material about the possibilities of
naturalization;

e Active involvement of local governmenttaorities in sélement of the problems of
aliens.

137. The information campaign includes insiag the amount of information published

in regional newspapers about the natuagion possibilities in Latvia. In 2004 a new
information booklet is going to be published oa titizenship of Latvia in order to inform

the society about the rights of citizens andralief Latvia (citizens othird countries) after
accession of Latvia to the EU; to organiagdeint competition on the issues of naturalization
in Latvia; to continue the nraenance of tall-free telephofire. Achievement of positive
result would need continued statexfled projects designed to info aliens, including via direct
mail.

Registration of child and determination of pater nity

138. The Registry Offices of the Republic enduteand timely regigtation of all children
born in Latvia in accordance with the applicable normative acts.

Table4

Thenumber of registered children

Year 2001 2002 2003 1st half
No. of children 19 928 20 192 10 386

139. The number of children whose birth hasrbeegistered on the grounds of paternity
recognition application or court judgment is increasing in Latvia.

Table5b

Thenumber of children registered in accordance with section 154
of the Civil Law (recognition of paternity)

Year 2001 2002 2003 1st half
No. of children 5968 6 184 3101

140. Amendments to the Civil Law have sigraintly changed the definition of the child’ s

origin - they have excluded terms discriminatory to some extent such as born in wedlock/ out of
wedlock, and prescribed the paigyrdefinition procedure for children in respect of which it has
been established that they wer born to the registered spouse.

141. The legislator has prescribed a new proaetbr defining paternity in respect of a
child whose father is bound by other marital tresrder to protect the rights of spouses and
those of the children born from this marriagenendments to the Law On Registry Acts have
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been drafted on the basis of the above-statexhdments and with the view to improve the
existing laws. Amendments to the Law On @teange of Name, Surname and Ethnicity Entry
have been drafted affecting timerests of children as well. According to the draft law, if
paternity of the child has not been establishddrbehe registration of birth, the child receives
the mother’s surname. If paternity of the child is recognised or established by the procedure
prescribed in the Civil Law, the birth registamtry is supplemented with the data about the
father.

B. Preservation of identity (art. 8)

142. For information on the registration ofldhen and recognition of paternity, see
paragraphs 138 - 141 of the section Civijirs and Freedoms, subsection Name and
Nationality.

143. For information on the rights of childrenporsue education in their native language
and participation of children at ethnic culture events, see Section Special Protective Measures,
subsection Children Belonging to Natal Minorities orindigenous People.

C. Freedom of expression (art. 13)

144, Section 100 of the Satversme providesehah person has the right to freedom of
expression including the right to collect, main and distribute information and express
opinions, as well as it prohibits censorship.

145. The Law on Education establishes the rightsobligations of the children to exercise
self-government. Children hatlee right to propose formation of a self-governing body of the
education establishment and to participate in the activities thereof. Self-governing body is
formed by students to represent and protect thigrests, to promote delopment of social life
of the education establishment and to increase efficiency of the learning process.

146. To facilitate the aess of disabled persons te information and communication
resources, a number of public local governniignaries provide homeelivery of books and
other documents to disabled persons with limited mobility. Valmiera Children’s Library with
participation of panets has organized a cycle of measufés,World of New Books for You,

The Journey to the World of the Fairy-tale Images of the Children Writers of the EU Countries,
during the last two years.

147. In 2003 the Children and Youth Literat@euncil of Latvia and the Museum of
Literature, Theatre and Music organized sarsrfinancially supported by the European
Commission Phare Access 2000 project Ensuring IE&geess in order to identify the problems
in providing services to disablgrkrsons in museums and libraries.

148. The state cultural education establishineallaborate witimedical rehabilitation
institutions to help children with limited mobility to participate at information and recreation
events.
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D. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 14)

149. The Satversme Section 99 provides that pacton has the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religious beliefs, and thatChurch is separated from the State.

150. The Law on Protection of the Rights of @t&ld provides that religion of the child is
determined by parents. Section 24 of the Law provides that “expression of parental will in
respect of the child may be limited regardless of their beliefs and religion if it has been
established that such expression is likely to affigictre physical or mental development of the
child”.

151. In 2003 the SMSACFA received only one ctaimt on the potential negative impact of

the religious activities of mother on her children. The complaint was forwarded for review to the
Orphan’s Court to appoint anaxination of family. The Orpimés Court established that the

child was voluntarily attending the religious activities; the family, however, was included in the
list of families subject to regular monitoring.

152. The Law on Religious Organizations guaranteesreedom of religious beliefs as well

as the rights of parents and guardians to parent children in accordance with their own religious
beliefs. It applies also if chitdn under 18 years of age wish to join any parish, because the law
requires written consent parents or guardians. Informatiahout the involvement of minors in
the religious organization is provided by sucgasrizations in their annual declarations stating

the number of underage members.

153. Pursuant to Section 6 of the Law on §lelis Organizations and Section 10 Part One

of the Law on Education, the state guarantesshtieg Christian Faith and/or Ethics at school,
starting from 1999. State and local government schools may teach Christian Faith to persons
who have expressed written intent to learn it. A minor’s application for learning Christian Faith
IS subject to written consent of parents or guarsli In case of a minor under 14 years of age,
the application on behalf guch minor is made ke parents or guardians.

154. Christian Faith is taught in accordandthvthe MES approved program by pedagogues
belonging to Evangelic-LutheraRoman Catholic, Orthodoxd Baptist confession, provided

that the minimum number of students intendinteton the Christian Faith is 10. Pedagogues

are appointed by the Confession Managementestity) attesting by M& Religious classes

typical to certain national minorisemay be taught at the stated local government schools for
national minorities following a request by students and their parents/guardians and according to
the procedure determined by MES. TeachinthefChristian Faith and Ethics is funded from

the state budget.

E. Freedom of assembly and association (art. 15)

155. Sections 102 and 103 of the Satversme prakateeach person has the right to associate
in societies, political partiesnd other public organizations)dithat the state protects the
freedom of previously announced amicaifleetings, processions and pickets.
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156. Section 6 of the Law On Public Orgaations and Associations provides that
membership at public organizations is opepdosons over 16 years of age. Persons under
16 years may join public organizations if trebmit written permissions of their parents or
guardians.

157. The LYC unites 37 children and youth orgations all around Latvia representing very
wide spectrum of organizations: ecology, Christian, culture, etc.

F. Protection of privacy (art. 16)

158. Section 96 of the Satversme provides thett @arson has the right to inviolability of
private life, residence and correspondence.

159. The Law on Sexual and Reproductive Heattls passed on 31 January 2002. Section 27
of the Law provides that in case of pregnancy phtient under 16 years of age, the doctor who
has established pregnancy is obliged to heap#tient and to pay dadtention to her opinion,
taking into account the age and level of mayuof the patient. The doctor has the duty to

inform parents or a guardian oftiminor patient about her pregnancy.

160. Pregnancy of a patient under 16 yedi@mge may be interrupted for medical

considerations or in case the pregnancy isltiagurom an assault, subject to confirmation by
Medical Council, or provided that the factadsault is confirmed by the law enforcement

agency, and provided that at least one parent/guardian of the patient has given written consent.
In case of a dispute between the patient undeeaés of age and her parents/guardian about the
preservation of pregnancy, decision on interuptf such pregnancy is made by the Orphan’s
Court (Parish Court).

161. It should be noted that the number of mpatrents who apply faartificial interruption
of pregnancy trends to decrease. In 199&:thare 582 cases involving patients under 17 years,
while in 2002 this number decreased to 429.

162. The CM Regulation No 254 of 13 July 1999 On Social Guarantees to Orphans and
Children Left Without Parental Care provide thath child in a social care establishment has to
receive a pocket money. The amount and manngayhent of the pocket money is fixed by

local government authorities. The pocket money is paid to children starting from their age of 7
in the amount of 4.50 LVL (6,73 EUR) per mbntThe SMSACFA performs inspections in

order to establish whether or not any institutions are infringing the right of children to receive
pocket money. If any infringements of childierights in this field are established, the
SMSACFA recommends eliminating the breaches.

G. Theright toinformation (art. 17)

163. While the total number of students éxiasing, the number of children learning
computer sciences at school is annuallyeasing, as well as the number of computers at
schools.
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Table6

The number of children learning computer sciences at
compr ehensive education establishments’
(beginning of academic year)

2001/2002 2002/2003
academic year academic year

Number of students at comprehensive 351 989 340 308
education establishments
Including:

Day schools 336 941 325503

Night (shift) schools 15 048 14 805
Including 10th - 12th grade students 48 067 49 350
Number of students learning computer 97 108 95 743
sciences
Including:

Day schools 89 268 87 600

Night (shift) schools 7 840 8 143
Including 10th - 12th grade students 42 435 43 216
Number of students learning computer 27.6 28.1
sciences, % out of the total number of
students at comprehensive education
establishments
Including 10th - 12th grade students 88.3 87.6

Table7

Number of computersat comprehensive education establishments®
(beginning of academic year)

2001/2002 2002/2003
academic year academic year
Number of schools with computers available 920 942
for learning process
Number of computers available for learning 12 726 13 866
process
Number of students per 1 computer desighed 26 23
for learning process
Number of schools connected to Internet 692 814

164. Information about the Internet and the gmbses offered by it is widely available in
Latvia. The research carried out by MES in 2@81ablishing of the 5th - 12th grade students’
attitude to information technologiend their application at schpalailable access to computers
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and Internet proved that studehts/e access to Internet at 62¥%ihe Latvian schools; 53.6% of
students use Internet to search information s&agy for the learning purposes, while 36.2% of
students use Internet solely for surfing and chatting purposes. Availability of the Internet has
increased: in 2002/2003 academic year 73.38%eottimprehensive education establishments
had been connected to the Internet, while in 2003/2004 academic year it was already 86.1%.
The free access to Internet, however, enabliggreh and youth to access contents involving
violence, pornography, racial discrination and other adverse influence.

165. Concept on the Protection of the Rights ef@hild in the Internet has been approved in
order to restrict the access of children and yoaittuch information and to protect them. The
Concept involves the following:

e To start work from 1 July 2004 on the demmnent of special portal designed for
children to provide information in the form attractive to them about:

0] The issues related to the use of Internet;

(i) Education on elementary matters concerning the use of Internet;
(i) Potential sourcesf threat related to the use of Internet;
(iv) lllegal and harmful information;

e Publishing information about safe usetloé Internet and about ethical issues;

e Setting a hotline in order to enable the int# users to report on the availability of
harmful and illegal information resources on the Internet.

166. On 9 September 2003 the CM Regulatiorbli® Amendments to the Regulation of the
Cabinet of Ministers No 348f 22 November 1995 Regulati on the introduction, production,
distribution, public presentation advertising of eroti@and pornographic matals was adopted.
The said CM Regulation is designed to protect the interests of the child, it introduces
dissemination restrictions capable of protecting children from the adverse influence of erotic
material. Therefore, the provisions of Sentb0, Part One of the Law on Protection of the
Rights of the Child prohibiting demonstrati@ale, donation, lendinghd promotion of toys,
video records, newspapers, magazines and otheamadted to erotic to the children were met.

167. The drafted amendments to the SectioR&® Seven of the Law on Protection of the
Rights of the Child, prepared for discussing at@M meeting, prohibit to children to be present
at Internet studios and other public locatianth the access to Internet from 23:00 to 6:00.
Local government authorities are entitled to impose additional restrictions on providing of
Internet services to the children.

H. Freedom from torture (art. 37 (a))

168. Section 95 of the Satversme provides trettiate protects theteem and dignity of
people, and that torture and other cruel or ithgabasing treatment to humans is prohibited, and
that nobody may be subject to punishment inva\ruelty or abasement of human dignity.
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169. For information about the criminal liabilityr criminal offences against children, see
paragraph 220, Section Family Eronment and Alternative Car8ub-section Child Abuse and
Child Neglect, Social and Psychological Rehabilitation.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 27 and 28:

While noting that the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child of 1998
explicitly prohibits corporal punishmentglfCommittee expresses its concern at the still
widespread use of corporal punishment, irtipalar within the fanily and in school and
other institutions (Recommendation 27).

In light of articles 19 and 28 (2) ofé¢iConvention, the Committee encourages the
State party to develop measures to raise awareness on the harmful effects of corporal
punishment and to promote alternative formslistipline in familiesto be administered
in a manner consistent with the child’'s digraind in conformity with the Convention. It
also recommends the effective enforcemenhefban on corporal punishment in school
and other institutions (Recommendation 28).

170. During the period between 2001 and 20@3MIES State Inspection has received and
reviewed 50 complaints alleging violence at education establishments. 33 of all complaints
were verified upon investigation. If a comiplkawas proved, the State Education Inspection
decided upon individual investigation of ease on the following measures: reprimand,;
recommendation to remedy or change theatitn, or dismissal of the perpetrator.

171. Parents have been complaining on emotiamalphysical violence, mainly on part of
teachers and students. There are a few occasions of violence on part of the managing officials c
education establishments.

172. In 2002 there have also been identifieche occasions involw violence against
children accommodated by institutions. In 20@2ninal case on violencagainst children at
the special children social care centrezMeas forwarded to the Prosecutor’s Office.
Therefore, the year 2002 was marked withfifst large-scale criminal case in which the
officials of children social care institution were called to criminal liability for violence against
children.

173. Since the information abowiblence against childreor other customers of care
establishments is often received with delayemployers lack sufficient evidences to prove the
fact of violence, firing or dismissal sfich persons under the present Labour Law is
complicated. Also, the negative attitude of trade union to dismissal of the member of union
involved in violence preventhe employer from operative response to the given situation.

174. Amendments to the Law on Protectionhef Rights of the Child drafted by the
SMSACFA provide for responsibility of the empb®s of child care, edation, health, social

aid and other institutions accommodating childeesnyell as organizers of public events for
safety of children, provision of glieed services to children and respecting of the rights of the
child. If breach of this section of Law is dsiahed, the employer is obligated to discharge the
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employee or manager of the institution upon tlgeiest of Minister for Special Assignments for
Children and Family Affairs. The said amendments have been discussed at the CM committee
meeting on 26 April 2004.

V. FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND ALTERNATIVE CARE
A. Education of parents(art. 5)

175. Non-governmental organizations, and ocrasly also religious organizations in the
cities of Latvia, are opening schedbr new parents, attended fofee. Parents are introduced
there with different methods of care and reguof children. The parents are psychologically
prepared to the expected changes and the new situation in family when a child is born. Also,
support groups are formed in support of single parents.

176. Educational establishments arrangelsgquarents’ meetings, and the school
management and pedagogues invite to suatings either psychologists, municipal police
officers, inspectors for protection of the rigbfghe child or social workers, depending on the
identified problems and issues ofarest. In general, parenealn at such meetings about the
psychological problems, risks and possible préwerthereof for children of the concerned age
group. Not all parents are interegtin attending the parentsieetings - traditionally, such
meetings are attended bhe same parents.

177. In 2004, the SMSACFA startedplementation of a new #eity - consulting adoptive

parents, foster families, and guardians. These families quite often need psychological assistance
and support. Funds have been alloc&teah the National Program for Improving the

Situation of Children and Fargifor implementation of the said activity in 2004 amounting

to 10,000 LVL (14,948 EUR).

178. The Law on Social Services and So8&distance enacted in 2003 provides that

each local government authority with popwaton its administrative territory exceeding

3,000 people has to form a local government saeialice. The purpose of such service is to
ensure rendering social services and sossistance, and administration of services. The
largest cities of Latvia have established within such centres the family support sections where
social workers work directly with the familg crisis situation, if the family applies for

assistance or if the competentrarities have been tibed about the infringement of the rights

of the child in such familiesGood success has been made &geRne Family Support Centre,

for example, pursuing activities in such directions as:

e Psychological and psycho-therapeutic consulting and rehabilitation;

Social work (social rehabilitatiospcial competere school, etc.);

Urgent psychological aid in case of crisis;

Information and training (preventiveaasures, training of volunteers, etc.);

Health promoting measures (school fioothers-to-be, educational lectures).
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B. Parental responsibility (art. 18, paras. 1 and 2)

179. Amendments to the Civil Law have beslopted on 12 December 2002. The Civil Law
provides for the responsibility of parents to caretheir children and the children’s property
regardless of the parents’ social status,tarrépresent the child in personal and property
relations. Cohabitating pents jointly exercise parental rightsrespect of the child. Should a
dispute arise between the parents, they haappty to Orphan’s Court or Parish Court for the
settlement thereof.

C. A child separated from parents (art. 9)

180. The Law on Protection of the Rights of theldCalso provides for the cases in which the
child can be separated from parents. Amendnteritee Law on Protection of the Rights of the
Child introduced on 18 June 2003 provide that, if perare deprived of parental rights, it is the
manager of child care establishment who exesaigcretion to authorize the child’s stay with
parents during holidays, subject to written approval of the Orphan’s Court.

181. On 9 April 2002, new CM Regulation warizacted Regulation on Accommodation of

a Child in Custody with Sentenced or AregsMother, providing that children may be
accommodated at prison facilitiexyether with their mothers on full state-support basis upon
request of the arrested or sentenced motherthetithild reaches the age of four years, subject
to the consent of Orphan’s Couttl children were accommodatedlgutiems Women Prison
as of 1 March 2003. A separate room is prayittewomen with children less than 1 year of
age. In case of nursing mother, this period tmagven longer. When the child reaches 1 year
of age, the mother is entitled to meet the child twice a day.

D. Family reunification (art. 10)

182. The Law on Asylum was enacted on 1 September 2002. The principle of family
cohesion and legal guarantees to unaccompanied minors in the asylum procedure are integratec
in the Law.

183. The Law provides the right of refugees andqes with alternative status to join their
family members abroad. Family is deemed to include the person’s spouse and their minor
children who are not married, as well as adigabled children dependent on them. Minor
children who are not married may accommodagér tharents from abroad. The foregoing meets
the European Union standards.

184. The Law further provides that the rightsl dawful interests of minors (under 18 years

of age) are represented by their parents; if, however, the minor is not accompanied by parents
and wishes to make an application on his ordwar behalf, the rightsral lawful interests of

such persons during the asylum proceduregepeesented by an independent authorized
representative appointed by the Appeal CouiociRefugees. The representative has to act
impartially representing the interests of the minBrotection of the rights of the child in case of
an unaccompanied minor is protectedccordance with the law.
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E. Unlawful relocation of children, failureto return from abroad (art. 11)

185. On October 2001 the Saeima enacted theQuawZivil Aspects of the Hague Convention
on the International Child Abduction. The impurpose of the Hague Convention on Civil
Aspects of International Childbduction effective as of 25 Qatber 1980 is to ensure prompt
return of the children unlawfully abductedlapt in a State Party to the Convention.

F. Support for the child, theright to adequate quality of life (art. 27)

186. The CM Regulation No 348 of 1 July 2003 Regulation on the Amount of Minimum Child
Subsistence Allowance fixes the minimum amourguifsistence to be provided by all and any
parents to their children regardless of their propstdtus. For children under 7 years, the fixed
amount per month is 20 LVL (13 EUR), whilerfchildren over 7 years- 24 LVL (16 EUR)

per month.

187. Pursuant to the priorities set by 8ddSACFA, the Subsistence Guarantee Fund
(hereinafter - the Fund) is going to be ebsdied by July 2004. Development of the normative
base governing operation of the Fund is curresallyng place. In case of a failure to recover
child subsistence ordered by court from thespes evading from providing support of their
children or from insolvent persons, the subsisgeshall be disbursdbm the assets of the
Fund. Subsistence disbursemfeotn the Fund shall take place on a monthly basis in the
amount of minimum subsistence allowance fixed by the CM.

188. Subsistence for each child shall be paid in the amount fixed in the CM Regulation
No 348 of 1 July 2003 Regulation on the Amount of Minimum Child Subsistence Allowance.
The above-mentioned CM Regulation prescritesfollowing minimum monthly amount of
subsistence for children:

(@) For each child from birth to 7 years - 25 % of the minimum monthly salary
prescribed by the CM (20 LVL (13 EUR));

(b) For each child from 7 to 18 years - 30 % of the minimum monthly salary
prescribed by the CM (24 LVL (16 EUR)). @Hraft law provides for formation of the Fund
from the assets of state budget and the assatsered by the state on regress basis from the
persons evading to pay the subsistence.

G. Children living in out-of-family care establishments (art. 20)
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 29 and 30:

The Committee expresses its concern at the high number of children living in
institutions, due mainly to the fact that children living in vulnerable families or with a
very low income cannot be supported becaugkeofack of alternative care and of social
assistance (Recommendation 29)
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In light of articles 18 and 26 ofélConvention, the Committee encourages the
State party to develop comghensive measures to sugparinerable families with a
view to assisting them in their child-rearing responsibilities, for instance by increasing
various forms of social assistance to famsilee by securing child-care services and
facilities to help them with their child-rearing (Recommendation 30).

189. In 2001, Orphan’s Courts andiBla Courts have deprivelb91 persons of their parental
rights (1057 - mothers, 234 - fathers), which is by 207 more than in the previous year. These
persons had been caring and rearing 1973 chil@23il(in the previous year). Parental rights
have been returned to 269 persons (337 iptaeious year) (214 - mothers and 55 - fathers),
caring for 335 children (413 in previous yealn).2001, 434 children have been referred to care
establishments from medical institutions, inchglB30 children referred to orphan social care
centres.

190. In 2002, Orphan’s Courts and Parisius deprived pargs of 2,066 children
of parental rights, including children less than 6 years - 677, under 17 years - 1,389.
In 2002, 1,071 children were referred to out-of-family care establishments.

191. The number of social child-care estdishents in 2002 remained unchanged. In 2004,
five orphan social care centres funded fromsta¢ée budget are operating to care for orphans and
children under 2 years of age left without paaéntre, as well as physically or mentally

retarded children under 4 years of age; 49 anglges funded from local government budgets

and accommodating 2 - 18 years old orphans aitdreh left without parental care; as well as
three specialized children social care centres funded from the state budget to provide care

to 4-18 years old disabled children with sevdisturbances of mental development.

192. According to the data of CSD, the numbettofdren in social child-care establishments,
orphanages and specialized social child-care centres has decreased during the recent years.

Table8

The number of children in social careinstitutions’

Year 1999 2001 2002
Orphan social care centres 719 672 631
Orphanages 2 456 2478 2414
Specialized children social care centres 462 419 401
Total 3637 3 569 3446

193. According to the information summarized by the Ministry of Welfare (MW),

1,018 children in total have left child caretihgions in 2002; 350 of them have returned to
families, 149 placed under guardiansaipg 7 placed with foster families.

194. The main reasons for referring children taaacare institutionsnclude deprival of
parental rights by the order of Orphan’s Gpsocial conditions, and also abandoning of
children. The reasons for deprival of parengthts include exposure of children to conditions
dangerous to their health or lié the parents’ fault (in particad, alcohol addiction of parents).
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Table9
Thereasonsfor referral of children to social careinstitutionst
Orphan care centres Orphanages Specialized social
child-care centres

1998 2000| 2001| 2002| 1998| 2000| 2001| 2002| 1998| 2000| 2001 | 2002
Total number of children 797 740 672 681 2BB@122 4782414 456 | 453| 419 401
Orphans 2 8 5 @ 115 195| 196| 214| - - 3 1
Parental rights suspended by 240 | 223| 306| 343 1329 43415221565 - - 17 14
the order of Orphan’s Court
Parental rights terminated by 20 21 15 17| 399 467| 452| 363| - - 29 14
court order
Other reasons of referral 535 488 346 263 |54316| 308| 272| 456 | 453| 370 377

195. The SMSACFA is exercising regular cohtreer the personal affairs of the children
accommodated at child social care institutions deoto supervise performance of the assigned
functions by the involved institutions. Byw, the SMSACFA officials have inspected

19 child-care institutions and files of 1,154 ched. Auditing of the child’s personal file

enables establishing whether the obligationsgoiiesd by law or imposed by Orphan’s Courts
(Parish Courts) ordering referral of the child to the care institution are being complied with; how
targeted has been the work of social workers of the care institution and how managers of care
institutions performed their duties.

196. The main shortcomings and breachéasbéished during inspections include:

e Failure to arrange in due time the survivor’'s pension if one or both parents die;
on some occasions, opening accounts wnddit institutions has been delayed,;
on others - they have not been opened at all, thus causing property loss to the
children;

e On several occasions it has been estadtighat information about the adopted
children is not provided, or it is incorrect, or submitted with delay to the MW Social
Aid Department or the SMSACFA,

¢ In case of children continuously accommodated by care institutions (from 1986 and
early 90ties), personal files contain no mf@tion about the present whereabouts of
their parents (eventually, one of the parents is deceased and the child is entitled to
survivor’'s pension);

e The order of documents in personal fitghildren fails to correspond with the
record keeping regulations;

e On several occasions a failure to take the necessary actions for returning a child to
family or providing a new family has been established;
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e Not all Orphan’s Courts (Parish Courtseesise monitoring of the orphans and
children left without parental care at chddre institutions in accordance with the
procedure prescribed by Section 95k CM Regulation No 80 Regulation for
Operation of Orphan’s Courtsd Parish Courts. The Orphan’s Courts (Parish
Courts) fail to take the actions prescrili®dthe Section 203, Part Three of the Civil
Law after referral of the child to out-of-family care institution: fail to restitute the
right of parents to rare their children,faiure to apply to court for deprival of
custody rights.

197. Instructions are made on the basis ofélsalts of such inspections to eliminate the
breaches, and the deadline is set for reporting on the actions taken. If necessary, the SMSACF/
recommends the competent authorities to call the defaulting official to disciplinary or statutory
account.

H. Adoption (art. 21)
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 33 and 34:

The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that the current legislation
regulating adoption is out ofate and does not guaranssequate protection of the
child involved, as recognized in the Conventi Further, as the procedures for adoption,
in particular inter-countrydoption, are complicated and as there is virtually no foster
system available, it notes that a significanmber of children are obliged to live in
orphanages and institutions for long periods (Recommendation 33).

In light of article 21 and otherleged provisions of the Convention, the
Committee encourages the State partgdopt the new leglation regarding
adoption in order to simplifand expedite the procedures adoption. Further, it
recommends that the Statatfyaundertake measures tacflitate the creation of a
foster care system with sufficient financsaipport. It also encourages the State
party to continue the process for théfi@ation of the Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children andd®peration in Respect ofter-country Adoption of 1993
(Recommendation 34).

198. In 2003, amendments have been introduceceitegislation of Latvia designed to ensure
compliance of the adoption procedure with ithternational standardsd to decrease the
number of institutions involved in the adoption gedure with the view to simplify and expedite
the adoption process.

199. The new adoption procedure has beensér simplify the adoption process and to
ensure that the best interests of the chiédrent infringed. The legal grounds for adoption in
Latvia are governed by the Civil Law (Sexts 162 - 176), the Law On Orphan’s Courts and
Parish Courts and The Law on Protectiothef Rights of the Child, while the adoption
procedure is regulated by the Civil Prdoee Law (Sections 259 - 263), the CM Regulation

No 111 of 11 March 2003 On the Adoption Procedamd the international conventions acceded
by Latvia (see Paragraph 9 of Section Gah®leasures for the Implementation of the
Convention, Sub-sectionpplicable Legislation).
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200. On 20 June and 31 October 2001 the Saeirtiee Republic of Latvia adopted the
amendments to the Civil Procedure Lawgdan 12 December 2002 Amendments to the Civil
Law were adopted directly reéal to the adoption procedure.

201. Amendments to the Civil Procedure Lset the adoption procedure to ensure non-
disclosure of the data about the adoptive parents and their identities. The amendments also
provide that the principle of opdrial does not apply to procedures on establishing the child’s
origin and approval/canitation of adoption. The Law has ¢ supplemented with Section 30
Procedure for Establishing the Child’s Origin.

202. Amendments to the Civil Law in force @sl January 2003 specify the procedure for
establishing the child’s origin and for adayptj as well as they regulate the personal and
property relations of parendsd children. In 2003, 27 childravere adopted by domestic
adoptive parents. If the rearing and caring oligdd cannot be provided in Latvia, the child may
be opened for adoption abroad by a decisiaim®iOrphan’s Court (Piah Court), which has
referred the child to care institution. In 2003, Kiaister of Justice ahorized the adoption

of 79 children abroad.

203. The adoption procedure has been antefatesimplification purposes as follows:

e The legislation of Latvia governing the adoption procedure has integrated the
respective international standards to ensure respect for the rights and interests of the
child,;

e More important role has been grantedDiphan’s Courts, i.e. a custody authority
established by a city or regional local government authorities;

e The SMSACFA has undertaken the funos of MW and MoJ in the adoption
procedure. In case of inter-country atiop, the Minister of Justice confirms the
adoption approval/refusal drafted by BBISACFA and submitted by the Minister
for Special Assignments for Children and Family Affairs;

e The SMSACFA has commenced coopenatwithin the scope of the Hague
Convention with the central authorities obRce, Spain, Italy in order to agree on the
cooperation procedure for facilitating theo@tion in respect of foreign adoptive
parents both in Latvia and in the country concerned,;

e The Adoption Register has been establistoe registering children left without
parental care and persaongling to adopt. The SMSACFA is the sole institution
providing information about the childrenalable for adoption, and issuing referral
to the adoptive parents to enable them to get acquainted personally with the children
and their files.

204. At present, authorization of a child’s adoptabroad is subject to the single condition:
rearing and caring of the child in family intivéa can not be providg and the Orphan’s Court
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(Parish Court) has made a corresponding datisThe SMSACFA forwards requests to the
concerned Orphan’s Court (Parish Court) either to assess the possibility of providing family
environment in Latvia or to des# on inter-country adoption in respect of any child recorded in
the Register. Development of the Registayamg to provide sufficient information on the
number of children available for adoption.

205. Sections 25 and 50 of tRegulation provide that, whea foreign adoptive parent
undertakes to take care of the child, the @rpé Court (Parish Cot)rwhich has ordered

referral of the child to the education establigimnpromptly decides, on the basis of referral

from the SMSACFA, on the child care procedure and temporary residence in Latvia. The child
may be given to care of the adoptive pafenthe period up to six months. The previous

practice shows that the care period normallysl&éstm a few days to two weeks. During the

said period, the Orphan’s Court (Parish Coex@grcises regular monitoring of the adoptive
parents to decide whether or mate parent-child relations can brpected to develop after the
adoption.

206. Also, the SMSACFA has started inspectiofhihe out-of-family institutions and review
of personal files of children testablish whether or not the inved decision-making institutions
have been acting with respectie best interests of the child.

207. The SMSACFA has started negotiations with MoJ, which, pursuant to Section6df

the Law on Protection of the Rights of the Childs kaensure operation of judiciary in such a
manner to ensure that cases involving the issyeatéction of the rights and interests of the
child are adjudicated as priority cases. Curemitjudication of such cases is scheduled in line
with other civil cases.

208. The drafted amendments to Section @&ahe Civil Procedure Code provide

that approval of adoption by ed has to be adjudicated in the presence of at least one
adoptive parent and a public prosecutat.present, the SMSACFA is assessing the
possibility to draft amendments to the sawd ta provide that the court order on adoption
comes into effect 7 days after the announceneneof, instead of the currently applicable
period of 20 days.

209. Concurrently, in order facilitate domestic adogtn, the SMSACFA has drafted
amendments to four legislative acts - the lawState Social Allowances, the Labour Law, the
Law On State Social Insurance, the Law On Ivtatg and lliness Insurance that were adopted
by the Saeima on 22 January 2004 and providebtfare approval of adoption by the court
the adoptive parent is entitled to child care &eand to monthly allowee in the amount of
35,00 LVL/month (52,32 EUR/month) during the leawhile after approval of adoption by
court the adoptive parent is entitled to sinatidption allowance in the amount of 1,000 LVL
(1,495 EUR).
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Table 10

The number of adopted children*

The number of adopted children®

Year 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
In Latvia 55 49 39 46 30
Abroad 202 152 63 110 130
Total 257 201 102 156 160
Table1l

Age of adopted children

Data about children
available for adoption
from the database as
15 October 2003

Children available for
inter-country adoption
pfincluding with severe
health conditions)

Prospective foreign
adoptive parents -
total

nf

2003 2003 2003
Under 1 year of age 40 10 64
From 1 to 2 years of age 31 11 100
From 2 to 3 years of age 43 16 104
From 3 to 6 years of age 84 24 72
From 6 to 10 years of age 87 14 9
From 10 to 18 years of age 415 51 7
700 126 356

Adoption approvals for inter-country adoption of 40 children have been drafted for the Minister ¢
Justice.

210. In 2002, the Saeima ratified the 1993 HaQaevention on the Protection of Children

and Cooperation in respegft Inter-country Adoption.

Table12

Thecountriesto which children from Latvia
wer e adopted in 2003"

Country Number
France 59
USA 13
Canada 2
Spain 2
Sweden 2
Russia 1

Total 79
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211. The status of foster families in Latvialefined by Section 36 @he Law on Protection

of the Rights of the Child, Section 13 of theAL®n Orphan’s Courts arfélarish Courts and the

CM Regulation No 211 of 10 June 1997 RegulationFOster Families. According to Clause 2

of the said Regulation, a foster family is thenfly providing special stte support and protection

to a child deprived on a regular or temporary $asifamily environment, or a child whose stay

with his/her own family contradicts his/her best interests, until the child can return to his/her own
family or, if impracticable, until the child idapted, or until guardianghis established in

respect of the child, or until the child is referred to child care and educational establishment.

212. In 2001, 27 children were placed with foster families, and in 2002 this number
was 13.

213. Both remuneration to guardians for thefgeenance of their guardianship duties and
subsistence for the ward is allocated fromdtate budget, while foster families are funded from
two sources: remuneration for performance ofdoduties is funded by the state budget, while
subsistence for the child is funded by the local government budget.

214. In order to promote the developmentoster institution, th6&MSACFA has developed
the Foster Family Concept approved by the @MLO December 2003. The concept is aimed at
creating preconditions for development of foster families in Latvia to reduce the number of
children accommodated by out-of-family care establishments.

215. The concept envisages improving thectfioning of foster families and increasing
informative and methodical support, as well asrisrpment of the finanal condition of foster
families through increse of the remuneration féwster care. Given the costs of foster support,
the following measures have to be implemented:

@) To provide motivatigp remuneration for performance of foster duties:

— 70 LVL per month (104,63 EUR) - starting from 2004 (the funding has
already been allocated);

— 80 LVL per month (119,58 EUR) - starting from 2005;

(b) To improve methodical guidance ©fphan’s Courts (Parish Courts) for
promoting the formation of foster families through the development of methodical
recommendations by the SMSACFA,

(c) The SMSACFA in cooperation with loagdvernment authorities have to ensure
organization of regular seminars for foster families (at least 2 times a year) aimed at providing
methodical support to the existing foster families;

(d) The SMSACFA in cooperation witbcal government authorities and non-
governmental organizationsveato develop and distribubeformation booklets, prepare
video-clips, launch a broadcagjiprogram on radio, TV, and organize articles in press on the
possibilities to become a foster family;
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(e) To take the following steps to improve the quality of foster family services:

— To prescribe that training of fostiEmilies takes place prior to granting the
status of foster family;

— To oblige the foster families to keep mblytdiaries and toeport annually to
the Orphan’s Court (Parish Court) on psychical and physiological
development of the child;

— To entrust Orphan’s Courts (Parish Gsyrin cooperation with psychologists
and social workers, with assessment of psychological compatibility of the
child and the concerned foster family, before the child is placed with the
foster family;

— To oblige social workers to submit regular reports to Orphan’s Court
(Parish Courts) on the situation in family, and to oblige Orphan’s Courts
(Parish Courts) to cooperate withcgd workers in order to establish
reciprocal tie;

— To fix the minimum and maximum age of foster parents between 25 and
60 years, respectively, and to provide exemptions, for example, in case
of relatives;

— To ensure accommodation of the child by foster family until the child can
return to his/her biological family or until adoption;

— To establish the register of fostamilies and guardians with each Orphan’s
Court (Parish Court) stating the imfisation about the foster family, the
number of children placed with each family, received training, time and
results of family examination, and imcling annual reports of the foster
families on psycho-physiological development of the child in the form of a
guestionnaire, annual settient of accounts by the guardians, as well as
report of social worker on the situation in the family.

216. The approved version of the concept wdeddl to a positive stimulation of foster care
development because it would improve the financial capacity of people to form foster families.
However, simultaneous maintenance of the two functionally similar alternatives of care:
guardianship and foster families can be expected in future.

I. Periodic supervision of children for whom a guardian
has been appointed (art. 25)

217. In accordance with Section 94 of @il Regulation of 28March 1996 Rules On
Orphan’s Courts and Parish Courts, the offec@ Orphan’s Courts (Parish Courts) together
with different specialists inspect a minor waktablished guardianship. By inspecting the
children’s files kept byDrphan’s Courts (Parish Courts)etbfficials of the SMSACFA control
whether or not inspections are being caroatl If no inspections are carried out, the
SMSACFA instructs the required inspections.
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J. Child abuse and neglect (art. 19), social and psychological
rehabilitation (art. 39)

Table13

Child abuse including sexual abuse

2001 2002 01.09. 200
Total number of children - victims of violence: 854 879 740
Murders (Criminal Law Section 116) - 2 2
Murders under aggravating circumstances 5 2 2
(Criminal Law Section 117)
Murder of a newborn child (Criminal Law 3 3 1
Section 119)
Homicide by carelessness (Criminal Law 3 3 -
Section 123)
Intentional heavy bodily injury (Criminal Law 9 1 5
Section 125)
Intentional medium bodily injury (Criminal Law 23 14 16
Section 126)
Larceny (Criminal Law Section 175) 109 170 137
Robbery (Criminal Law Section 176) 322 308 246
Hooliganism (Criminal Law Section 231) 89 88 82
Assault (Criminal Law Section 159) 69 51 52
Outrageous fulfilment of sexual drive 74 53 36
(Criminal Law Section 160)
Seduction in depravity (Criminal Law 55 65 39
Section 162)
Sexual intercourse, derasty and lesbism 22 14 23
involving person under 16 years of age
(Criminal law Section 161)
Cruelty and violence against a minor 71 104 99
(Criminal Law Section 174)
Application of narcotic and psycho-tropic - 1 -
substances against the person’s will (Criminal
Law Section 252)

218. The number of criminal casestituted during the first 8 months of 2003 for offences

involving children:

e For cruelty and violence against a juilen 42 cases involving 45 accused persons;

e For assault of a minor (under 16 years) - 13 cases involving 16 accused persons;
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e For outrageous fulfilment of sexual deiv 7 cases involving accused persons;
e For seduction in depravity - 5 cases involving 7 accused persons.
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 31 and 32:

While noting the National Program for the Prevention of Sexual Violence for
2000-2004, the Committee expresses its condaontahe lack of data, appropriate
measures and mechanisms and resources to prevent and combat domestic violence,
including child sexual abuse. Further, child victims do not have the right to free legal
assistance and the judicial pealure is not child-friendly, in particular because the child
victims are subjected to repeated questioning (Recommendation 31)

In light of article 19 othe Convention, the Committee recommends that the State
party undertake studies on domestic violence, ill treatment and abuse, including sexual
abuse, to understand the extextiope and nature of tleepractices, adopt adequate
measures and policies, and contribute to changing attitudes. The Committee also
recommends that cases of domestic violence and ill-treatment and abuse of children,
including sexual abuse within the family, pperly investigated within a child-friendly
inquiry and judicial procederin order to ensure betterotection of child victims,
including the protection of their right toipacy. Measures should also be taken to
provide support services to children igaé¢ proceedings and for the physical and
psychological recovery and satreintegration of the viens of rape, abuse, neglect,
ill-treatment and violence, in accordanggh article 39 of the Convention
(Recommendation 32).

219. Understanding this country’s problem conaey domestic violence, and in particular
sexual abuse of children, has enabled thetioreaf legal grounds in Latvia for calling to
account persons who commit criminal offences of such type.

220. Chapter XVI of the Criminal Law Criminal Offences Against Morality and Sexual
Inviolability protects the morality and sexual iolability of a person, in particular minors and
infants. (Section 159 Part Three, Sectd®0 Part Two and Three, Section 161, Section 162,
Section 164 of the Criminal Law). Chapter Xdf the Criminal Law Criminal Offences
Against Family and Minors, in its turn, protectgiarticular the interestsf family and minors.
The said Chapter envisages accountability forlaueutrageous treatmeaf a minor resulting

in physical or psychical injury of the victim, and for such treatment by persons on which the
victim is financially or othewise dependent. (Section 174tbé Criminal Law). Cruel
treatment is understood as abasetrof esteem and dignity of a minor person, mocking, leaving
without care, food, drink, and eviction from homegtt of physical reckoning with a minor.
Outrageous treatment involves physical vieken beating, shellacking, torturing. The

corpus delicti covered by thsection is formal, and no actuansequences are required to
consider it complete.

221. The children- victims of criminal offence amtitled to legal assistance free of charge.
Section 104 of the Criminal Law of Latvia prdes that advocates, close relatives and legal
representatives may represent the victinegal proceedings. The prosecutor decides on
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inviting an advocate for a minor who is a victinpibtection of the rights and interests of the

minor is burdened or otherwise retsured, or if the juvenile’s peesentative or official of the
institution for protection of the rights of the child submits a reasoned request. In such cases, the
advocate’s fees are covered by the state budget in accordance with the procedure prescribed by
the CM. Inviting of the advocate does not pravee legal representative from representing the
minor.

222. The CM Regulation No 187 of 21 May 2002 On the Procedure for Covering the
Advocates’ Fees provide that the costs coverethe state budget include the costs related to
advocate’s fee and resulting from rendering legaistance to provide defence, or from
representing a minor victim in criminal proceedindfaragraph 3 of the Regulation prescribes
that the advocate has to issoedice on his/her fees to the Mimfether with the prosecutor’s
decision on inviting him/her to represent a mjras well as certification of the advocate’s
attendance of the criminal proceedings issuethbyrosecutor. The costs are covered from the
annual state budget within the amount as=igto the MoJ for the respective purposes.

223. The Law Amendments to Criminalbeedure Code of Latvia was passed

on 20 June 2002 to amend Section 160 of the Cdtle said Law provides that interrogation

of a witness under 14 years of age or, at the padds of an inquiry or prosecutor’s discretion
interrogation of a witness under 16 years, is subject to the presence of a pedagogue, psychologi
or a specialist experienced in psychological wwith children in criminal proceedings. Part

Five of the above-stated Sectiprovides that repeated interadgpn of a withess under 14 years

is subject to an approval by a judge and in preseh an expert psychologist, if the latter finds
that such interrogation can be harmful to the psyche of the minor witness. The foregoing
provisions also apply to victims under 14 yeard &0 minors identified as victims of violence
committed by a person on whom the victim is financially or otherwise dependent, or as victims
of sexual abuse.

224. In addition, the above-stdteaw has supplemented thed® with a new Section 161.
Interrogation of a Minor with the Mediation ofSpecialist to enable interrogation by technical
means through the specialist Psychologistwitaess or victim under 14 years, or a minor
identified as a victim of violence committed by a person on which the victim is financially or
otherwise dependent, or astinec of sexual abuse, if, at the Psychologist’s opinion, direct
interrogation by the prosecutor would be harmfuhi® psyche of such person. Introduction of
the above-described amendmesmsures respecting of the riglafsminor, as well as it makes
the pre-trial investigation poess most appropriate to thégrests and needs of minors.

225. Criminological research ceatnas carried out the following criminological research:

¢ Informative analytic material Protection of the rights of the child: compliance of the
legislation of the Republic dfatvia with the internationakquirements in the field of
juvenile proceedings (2001). This compan of the international legal instruments
and the legislation of our country provedanalysis of compliance of the Criminal
Law of Latvia, Criminal Procedure Code, Law on Execution of Penal Sanctions, the
Law On Application of Compulsory Educatial Remedies to Juveniles, the Law On
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Press, the Law On Police as well as the Law On Protection of the Rights of the Child
with the requirements of UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of
Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules). &ysis of the above-mentioned international
requirements most crucial to juvenile justice has been necessary to adjust the laws
and practice of the Republi¢ Latvia in juvenile justice with the applicable UN
instruments, and it has beemeditly related to the report @tatus of the protection of
children’s rights prescribed by Sectiondf4the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child by the State Parties including the Republic of Latvia;

The survey Protection of the rights of ttféld and measures for improvement thereof
(2001). Materials of this criminologica¢search contaianalysis of how

fundamental rights of the child in ooountry are being ensured (social rights,
personal rights, freedoms, rights oétbhild to education, creative work and
wholesome development, etc.), as welltesstructure for protection of the rights

of the child, their efficieay and measures for improving their protection. The
informative analytical material has providadditional information about the status of
protection of the rights of the child aur country and enabled improvement of the
activity of the law-enforcement authorities;

The study Legal and social protection of children - victims of criminal offences
(2002) giving assessment to various typesgifts’ infringement (physical, sexual
and emotional abuse, domestic violenuan-respecting of interests and rights,
discrimination) ofte involving children as the #fims; analysing the factors
contributing to the threat as well as identifying the types of social protection
necessary for the victims and the directiohsnprovement thereof. Therefore, the
study has provided information about thestatf the rights of the child in our
country and the factors causing threat téikigly to contribute to the improvement of
activities of the law enforcement authorities; for example, to improve qualification of
the officials of competent authorities, to carry out information campaigns on the
availability of assistance to children in crisis situations, and to promote
inter-institutional cooperation;

Analytical part of the latter study has bgarblished in 200 copies for the use of the
officials of the law enforcement authorities. The National Program For Elimination
of Sexual Abuse of Children 2000 - 2004lurdes establishing a separate office
equipped with video and audio devices at adistrict police divsion. Such offices
should enable interrogation ofinor victims with minimunstress, making them to
recall the facts for video/audio recordjrand following use of the tapes for
interrogation and justice purposes. For pqent of such offices, the amount of
42,300 LVL (63,229 EUR) is allocated on 2004 rfepairs of premises and setting
up 29 sites. Since the State Police has no specially equipped premises for
interrogation of minors by technical meaand with mediation of Psychologist,

the specially equipped premises at thelipulrganization Dardedze are currently
used for this purpose.
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Social and psychological rehabilitation

226. Section 51 of the Law on Protection of thgh®s of the Child provides that the necessary
assistance must be available free of charge in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the
CM to each and every child victim of a crimindlemce, exploitation, sexual abuse, violence or

any other cruel action or insult to dignity, so that the children can recover their physical and
psychical case and achieve social integration. $&eeltment and re-integran has to take place

in the environment beneficial to the child’s hkaself-esteem and dignity, subject to thorough
protection of the intimate secret of the chilthe CM Regulation No 208 of 8 June 1999 On the
Procedure for Providing Assistance to the Chijdred by Unlawful Actions prescribes the
procedure for renderingssistance to the minor ¥ims from the state budget.

227. The funds used for social rehabiltatiof children - victims of violence:

e 1n 2001 - 140,312 LVL (209,734 EUR) (including 103,975 LVL (155,418 EUR) for
rehabilitation in institutions, 32,338 LVI148,338 EUR) for rehabilitation at home,
3,999 LVL (5,977 EUR) for the training of specialists);

e In 2002 - 159,692 LVL (238,702 EUR) (including 120,267 LVL (179,771 EUR) for
rehabilitation in institutions, 32,493 LVI148,569 EUR) for rehabilitation at home,
6,932 LVL (10,361 EUR) for the training of specialists);

e In 2003 - 158,673 LVL (237,179 EUR) (including 117,448 LVL (175,558 EUR) for
rehabilitation in institutions, 39,061 LVI58,387 EUR) for rehabilitation at home,
2,164 LVL (3,235 EUR) for the training of specialists).

228. The draft budget for 20@hvisages allocation of 131,4Z¥L (196,520 EUR) for social
rehabilitation in institutions of the childrervictims of violence, and 36,425 LVL (54,447 EUR)
for rehabilitation at home. No funding is allbed from the state budget in 2004 for the training
of specialists.

229. In 2004, the SMSACFA has allocated the amount of 25,000 LVL (37,369 EUR) from
the state budget for the training of specialisider the National Program for Improving the
Situation of Children and Family. The traigiis intended for 250 specialists from various
services - specialists in the area of protection of the rights of the child, social workers, judges,
policemen, pedagogues, etc.

230. Taking into account the demand and tyraent of the service, rehabilitation of

the children - victims of violence in the institutions would require every year additional
24,210 LVL (36,188 EUR) for social rehabilitatiohanother 100 children. In its turn,
rehabilitation of the children - victims of violence at their own home would require
additional 9,600 LVL (19,350 EUR) every year smrcial rehabilitation of another 200 children.

231. Riga Regional Court Civil Division has rewied in 2003 the complaint of mother of a
child - victim of violence for recognition and enforcement of the Norway Romsdaale Regional
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Court judgment of 6 April 2001 in the RepubtitLatvia and analysed normative acts on
protection of the rights of the child and the tgbf family, with application of a number of
fundamental principles for protgon of the rights of the child.

232. First, in any legal relations involving a childe interests of the child prevail. It also
applies to collision of principles of the rightstbe child and those of family. Priority should be
always given to provision of the principle accoglin which the interests of the child are best
protected, even when it comes to deciding on thietsiof father or mother to meet their child.

233. Second, in respect of a childictim of violence, the defirgeprinciple provides: in the

case of even a minor suspicion that a person may have committed violence against child,
everyone has the duty to protect the child from violence and to prevent eventual further meeting
of the culprit with the child. The court makes special emphasis on the fact that in such cases the
legal acts pay sufficient attention to probability.

234. Third, since the state proeglassistance to the childietim of violence, special

attention is being paid to the actions intendegrtiect the child from violence, including sexual
abuse. In the given case, it has been exprésseath a form that, where a reasonable suspicion
exists of actual violence against a child, contact of the child with the potential culprit is
impermissible, and possibly statded safe environment hashte provided for further healthy
development of the child.

235. In 2003 the SMSACFA, in cooperation witie UNICEF Central and Eastern Europe,

CIF and Baltic regional division carried out a sbogical Study of the factors contributing to
marriage, birth and positive child-parent relations. The purpose of the study was identifying the
social, economical and psychological conditions contributing in positive child-parent relations,
against the conditions resulting in domestic violence. The study is expected to establish how
school children estimate their fagmsituation, their relations witharents and parenting methods

of their parents. The study is also aimed antdication of the consequees of violent actions
undertaken by parents - depression, alsgnanger, behavioural problems, etc.

236. Concerning corporal punishment, see ¢faghs 170 - 174 of Section Civil Rights and
Freedoms, Sub-section Freedom from Torture.

VI. HEALTH AND WELFARE
A. Children with special needs (art. 23)

237. In the academic year 2002/2003, 10,055 childriéh various conditions and diseases
were attending 64 special compeasive education establishmeatsl speciald@ucation classes

of comprehensive education establishmenitse number of special comprehensive education
establishments in 2002 has not changed, compared to 2001 - it is 64. In its turn, the number
of students of special comprehensive etlooaestablishments has slightly decreased

(against 10,169 in 2001). The number of honteseted children has also remained almost

the same: 1,445 in 2002 against 1,448 in 2001.
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238. Special curriculum have been develofpecthildren with sight, hearing, speech
conditions, mentally/physically retarded childrehildren with specific disturbances of the
development of learning skills, psycheurological or somatic conditions.

239. In accordance with Section 53 of the Law on Protection of the Rights of the Child, a
child with special needs means a child dependent on medical and social assistance because
of disturbed functioning of some organ systegmsed by illness, injury or inherited defect,
regardless of disability determined ircacdance with the applicable procedure.

240. According to the CSD data, the numbedisibled children has increased in 2002
by 1,362. In 2001, the number of disableddrken in Latvia was 9,725, while in 2002 this
number was already 11,087.

241. The year 2002 showed positive trends2062, only 6.9% of all disabled children were
institutionalised, against 7.8% in 2001, while dtleers were caredhd reared in families.

Table14

Number of disabled children against the total number of children
in State and municipal institutions™

State Municipal Total number of
Orphan social care| Specialized orphanages disabled children
centres (number of | children social care| (number of disabled (number of disableg
disabled children | centres (number of | children against the| children against the
against the total disabled children | total number of total number of
number of children | against the total children at the children at the
at the institution) number of children | institution) institution)
at the institution)
As of 1 January 2002 291 from 740 453 from 453 61 from 2 412 805 from 3 605
As of 1 January 2003 286 from 672 401 from 419 81 from 2 499 768 from 3 590

242. The number of disabled children accommatlatelong-term social care and social
rehabilitation institutions funded from the statedged in 2001 was 744, against the total number
of children, which was 1,1930rphanages funded lycal government authorities in 2001
accommodated 61 disabled children in comparison to the total number of children that

was 2,412.

243. In 2002, 42 disabled children have bedéearred to the institutions funded from the
state budget, and their number has notdbelyreased compared to 2000, for example,
when 112 disabled children were referred to the institutions.

244. The services of day care centres for peraathsmental conditions are available for
children over sixteen years of age. In 2003, 18 such centres were operating in the country.
Pursuant to the Law on Social Services anciégd@ssistance, theate is co-funding the
establishment and maintenance of such cemlueing the first four years of operation.

Starting from the fifth year of operation, thentres are funded from the local government
budget. In 2003, the state was co-funding the taaance of 10 such centres with the amount
of 197,521 LVL (295,248 EUR).
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245. The CM accepted the concept Equal Opoaties to Everyone on 30 June 1998. The
purpose of the concept was outlining the fundaadedsitions to providequal opportunities to

all members of society and to eliminate obstacles to independent life of disabled people. The
concept emphasized problems and outlined theegaele solutions in relevant areas of life:

timely and qualitative health care services;dpportunity to pursue education according to
one’s abilities and needs; suitabled available environment; tl@portunity to joint the labour
market; support, assistance andiabservices designed to aeeme particular difficulties and
obstacles. The concept addressed all peoplespéhial needs, however most of the measures
also addressed, directly or indirectly, children.

246. The concept was developed to cdlierperiod until 2010, and the implementation
thereof involved a number ofade and local governmenttaorities and non-government
organizations. The respectiw@nistries, depending on tlidunding capacities, annually
included the measures for implementation ofdbecept in their action plans. The MW in
collaboration with the National Council f@isabled People Affairs coordinated the
implementation of the concept. The invalvainistries were reporting annually on the
implemented measures.

247  Report on the implementatiohthe concept Equal Oppartities to Everyone in 2003
emphasizes the following measures:

¢ Inthe area of health care - employees of rehabilitation sphere had access to measures
directed to raising the level of their peskional qualification; the work continued on
developing areas of health care andaagphere, and improving the applicable
legislation; in the field of pharmacy, m®sures were developed aiming at providing
the population with the medicaments desigjfior out-patient treatment, medical
devices and goods fully or gilly funded by the state from the health care budget; a
number of programs were implementechcerning improving the preventive and
health education work;

e Provided access to educatiomtegration of disabled children and their training
under pre-school curriculum started withie timandatory program for preparing five
and six years old children to school; to facilitate integration of children with special
needs in the comprehensive educationbdistaments, training of specialists was
insured, and appropriate methoali material has been prepdr as well as adjustment
of a number of education establishments;

¢ Availability of environment - the municip&ransport infrastructure is undergoing
adjustment to the needs of disabpeple (e.g., reconstruction of lecava and
Daugavpils passenger terminals and the international airport Riga); certain culture &
education establishments are developirecid art and music programs designed to
facilitate social integration of children with special needs.

248  The number of children with speci@eads attending comprehensive education
establishments has been increasing notably during the recent years.
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Table 15

Students with special needs®
(beginning of academic year)

2000/2001 2001/2002 2002/2003
academic year| academic year| academic year
Number of rehabiliteed school children 115 168 89

who continue educath at comprehensive
education establishments
Number of mentally and physically 1223 1287 1663
retarded children attending comprehensive
education day schools (excluding children
at special schools and classes)

249. The Law On Social Services and Soaidl enacted by the Saeima on 31 October 2002
provides for obligation of the state to ensure @ssfonal rehabilitation of disabled people, social
rehabilitation of people with seeing and hearing disabilities as well as provision of technical aids.

250. Technical aids are provided ftisabled people and childrenth functional disturbances
in order to compensate the effect of functional disturbance on the persons’ ability to care after
themselves and to facilitate their social integration.

251. Pursuant to the new law, disabled chiidead children withdnctional disturbances

under 18 years of age who are dependent on teclantsato reduce or eliminate their functional
disability are entitled to orthetiprosthetic appliances, orthamhc footwearpersonal mobility

aids, personal care aids, etc. free of charge, provided that they submit a specialist’s certification
on the need for such technical aid.

252. The state budget has envisaged aboutlidn LVL (2.99 million EUR) for the provision
of technical aids, however ths not sufficient to meet the entire demand for technical aids.
Children with functional rights are entitled to technical aids on priority basis, compared to adults.

253. The number of people who receive additioratksbenefits paid tamilies with disabled
children as of 1 January: in 2001 - 9,712; in 2002 - 10,202; in 2003 - 11,061.

254. The CM Regulation No 355 Regulation Oa Brocedure of Assignment of the State
Benefits to Families with Disabled Children, the review thereof and Assignment and Payment
of the Benefit and Aditional Benefit in force from 1 July 2003 provides that the amount

of additional state benetib families with disabledhildren by 30 September 2003

makes 35 LVL (52,32 EUR), and froinOctober 2003 - 50 LVL (74,74 EUR).

255. As stated in some experts’ opinions, thdiegiple legislation in Latvia is favourable to
disabled people, however implemation of the legislation igroblematic - the norms and
guarantees contained in the law are not alwaysgbhmplemented in real life. Also, the legal
norms not always complement each other; the @freacial assistance, for example, is fully
separated from the environment availability psoam and other areas. The problem concerning
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practical implementation of laws is due to the fact that most of the normative acts in this field
have been adopted recently. Therefore, thedaf time has been insufficient to identify and
eliminate all shortcomings.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 37 and 38:

The Committee expresses its concern abimutact that children with disabilities
are granted additional State benefits onlyaithe age of 16 and that children with
disabilities living in rural areas do not have access to the same level of services and
medicines as children living in other partstod country. Further, it is concerned at the
high proportion of children witkisabilities who are institutiotiaed. It also notes with
concern that the integration of children with disabilities into the normal educational
system is problematical owing to the lackspkcialized teachers and the fact that schools
are not easily accessible for children with mobility disturbances (Recommendation 37)

The Committee recommends that the State party allocate the necessary resources
for programs and facilities fall children with disabilities up to the age of 18, especially
the ones living in rural areas, and develop community-based programs in order for the
children to be able to stay at home with their families. In light of the Standard Rules on
the Equalization of Opportities for Persons with Digdlities (General Assembly
resolution 48/96) and the Comne#f's recommendations adoptdts day of general
discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69), it is also
recommended that the State further encourage their integration into the educational
system and inclusion into society, including by providing special training to teachers and
by making schools more accessible (Recommendation 38).

256. Concerning the number of disabled childxtnare institutionssee Paragraphs 240 - 243
of Section Health and Welfare, Sabetion Children with Special Needs.

Integration of children with special needsin the overall education system

257. To ensure compliance with the Stadd&ules concerning provision of equal

opportunities to disabled people and villle Committee Recommendations, the law on
comprehensive education in Latvia provides that children with special needs are entitled to
pursue education at any education establishmigxact definition of and comments on the term-
disabled child are not provided in the legislatidihe term used in education field is person with
special needs. In practice, the term person spttial needs includes not only disabled children
but also other children without defined disabiliknother term -children with special needs - is
used in the legislation of Latvia. No special distinction is made with respect to disabled children
in organizing the education of children with special needs.

258. Regional monitoring report The ChilddaDisability in Latvia concludes that:

¢ No optimum pattern has been establésfor distribution of responsibilities and
funding necessary for the implemation of social programs;

e Local government authorities lack fundsessary to providqualified specialists
and required services;
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e The level of medicinal and social rehabilitation is mainly inappropriate to the needs
of disabled children;

e Integration of disabled children in theraprehensive education schools meets, while
children graduating from special education establishments face problems in pursuing
their profession;

¢ No system has been established to facilitate cooperation between the various
concerned institutions;

e The families with disabled children have insufficient information on the available
assistance and treatment possibilities;

e The number of disabled chiteh trends to increase.

259. In 2002, the MW has drafted and the Sadiagmaccepted amendments to the Law On
Medical and Social Aid to Babled Persons to introduce fonm procedure for defining
disability of children less than 18 yearsa@ing from 1 January 2004, disability of children,
equally to that of adults, is determined bg #tructural units of the Inspectorate of Quality
Expertize of Medical Care and Working Capability.

260. The work has started in 1998 on gradugineering adjustment of educational
establishments for children with severe ntipbdisturbances. Two secondary schools in

Riga and one in &ekne are completely adjusted for the needs of physically disabled children.
Three secondary schools and fouedpl schools are partially adjusted for the needs of mentally
disabled children.

261. Until 2003, 23 comprehensive education estaients had special classes for children
with various development disturbances. Corhprsive education establishments are promoted
to open special classes. The numbesuuh classes trends to increase.

262. Education of children witbevere development disturiz@s has started from 1989/90
academic year. The MES has developed 25 special sample curriculum as well as two special
elementary education curriculum for students with special needs integrated in the general
elementary and secondary education establishments.

263. According to the available data, 1,899 disableliiren have been integrated into the
education establishments, including 856 dleitdwith medium osevere development
disturbances. Currently, this process is \&oyv; according to the dtatical data, it makes 0.5%
of the total number of children receiving education.

264. The number of integrated children:

e In 2002/2003 academic year - 1,663, includin@2«in educational establishments
of the cities and 72,8% irdacational establishments of the regions. 898 of the
1,663 children have disabilities.
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e 1In 2001/2002 academic year - 1,287, includingy2étin educational establishments
of cities and 75,3% in educatiestablishments of the regions.

e |n 2000/2001 academic year - 1,223, including/2sin education establishments of
cities and 74,3% indrication establishments of regions.

265. To facilitate the trainingf pedagogues on working with disabled children, the
cooperation project Education BEdagogues in Latvia B000-2003 has been launched for
developing the uniform speciatiucation curricula. The projescope includes education of
pedagogues, approval and introduction of the inldiai curriculum. In 2004, the project shall be
continued with the view to facilitate integmai of children with various special needs in the
comprehensive education establishments.

266. Model experience Establishmenspecial assistance netwakor close to the child’s
residence is developed withiime framework of the cooperatignoject Provision of special
assistance to children residing in the city/region éfdRne within the borders of the region.
The expected result of the project is establishihof special assistance network designed to
meet of the needs of disabled children near tiesidence, and to traiin collaboration with

the University of Rzekne, regional pedagogues to work with disabled children with specific
needs. The work has started on the estabkst of the Special Education Centre 6z&kne
region.

267. The MES will, jointly with higher education establishments, work on ensuring privileges
to disabled people to pursue higher educatiche budget groups, as well as it will continue
iImplementing investment projects to solve the problem of the physical availability of universities
to disabled persons with specific needs.

268. The MES is going to promote the openingpmécial classes and igtation of disabled
children at the comprehensive anatational education establishments.

269. The MES will supervise the establishmeingpecial educatiocentres in Vidzeme
region, Kurzeme region, as well as the State Sp&ciucation Centre, in order to ensure
methodical, content and informatimenagement of special education.

270. According to the available data, the il@mof children in special education
establishments and classes trends to decrease:

e In 2003/2004 academic year -9,822;

e In 2002/2003 academic year -10,055, inahgd3.8 % in the educational
establishments of the ciigand 56.2% in the educational establishments of the
regions;

e In 2001/2002 academic year - 10,169, including 44.0 % in the educational
establishments of the ciigeand 56.0% in the educational establishments of the
regions;
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e In 2000/2001 academic year - 10,250, including 44.3 % in the educational
establishments of the ciigeand 55.7% in the educational establishments of the
regions.

B. Health and health services (art. 24)
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 35 and 36:

While noting that the State party started a process focusing on preventive health
care, the Committee is concerned that theason of maternalgchild and reproductive
health is poor. In particulait,notes with concern the high rates of infant mortality, even
though it has been decreasing in recent yeas of child morbidity, in particular the
high incidence of tick-induced encephalitis and diphtheria. It also takes note that the
immunization program has been delayed becaufiient funds were not available and
that it is no longer availablin schools (Recommendation 35).

The Committee recommends that the State party allocate appropriate resources
and develop comprehensive p@® and programs to improve the health situation of all
children, without discrimination. With ference to the immunization program, the
Committee encourages the State party to todkternational coopation for support in
the manufacture and procuremehtaccines (Recommendation 36).

271. Section 111 of the Satversme provides tie state protects human health and
guarantees the minimum medical aid to each person.

272. The health care system of the Republic of Latvia is formed from:

e Health care institutions providing health care services - state, municipal and private
treatment institutions and treatment practitioners;

e State authorities entrusted with planning, coordination and supervision of the
activities of health care service providers and administration of the state
budget funds assigned for health cargpses in accordance with the applicable
procedure.

273. Health care in the state is organized at three levels:

e Primary health care - the first and primary health care level; the initial stage of
contact between the patient and the ptewiof health care services, on which
resolution of the primary health issugfsthe population takes place, involving
application of simple and cost-efficient dieine technologies by the primary health
care doctor (family physician, pediatristethpeutist and primary health care nurse,
assistant physician and midwife);

e Secondary health care - spdizied out-patient and in-patiehealth care oriented to
urgent, acute or scheduled health cqueck high-quality diagnostics, intensive
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treatment and rehabilitation designed to ensure recovery of the patient with maximum
speed and quality or to reduce the conditiothtbextent where further treatment is
available on the level of primary health care;

e Tertiary health care system - highly specialized health care services provided at
specialized institutions by specialists of one or several medicine spheres with
extra qualification. This system inw@s the application of technically
versatile complicated diagnostic and medical equipment. Tertiary health care
level can be described loype or several of the following features: high
technologies, dangerous diseases, higktherapy, diagnostics and treatment
of rare diseases.

274. In accordance with the CM Regulation Naot32 January 1999 Regulation for Funding
Health Care (issued by the we of Section 4 of the Medic&lreatment Law), provision of those
health care services to children under 18 yeaegjefthat are included thin the basic health
care package is covered by the state.

275. The funds assigned to child health camecboth from the main state budget (accident
medicine services, operationtdbod donor centre) and special health care budget (payment for
services, tertiary care, and also out-patiewt @entralized medicines) included from 2004 in the
main state budget. However, none of the prograpecifies any fixed part of funds used

directly for child health care.

276. Latvia has developed a number or sigaiit policy planning documents. Though even
these documents refer to society in general rather than to children alone, the measures covered
are targeting, directly or indirectly, the ingmement of maternal, chiland reproductive health
status. The said documents introduce common strategy and coordinate the activities of various
institutions in the field of health protection. niust be noted, though, that the time lapsed is too
short to assess the actual impact of the saidrdeats on the improvemeot health condition,

since a number of covateneasures are still at the levelptdnning, and t funding necessary

for some measures sometimes is problematic.

277. The amount assigned in 2001 for headtle needs made 162.5 mil. LVL (2,429 mil.
EUR) or 3.4% of the gross dontiesproduct (GDP). The fundingssigned for health care may
not be seen as sufficient, given theltteand financial status of the population.

278. Special state-funded programs have lbesreloped for treatment of the socially
dangerous diseases (HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, sexually transmitted and contagious skin diseases,
psychical diseases).

279. In autumn 2003, the Government approvedPtibgram of the Ministry of Health (MH)
On Elimination of Dissemination of the Humémmunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and AIDS

2003 - 2007. The Program states that “givertrineds of distributiorof and addiction to

drugs, as well as the still high ratio of sexually transmitted diseases, future distribution of the
HIV infection in the state can be predictefeafing different groups of population, mainly

the most vulnerable ones and theseject to the increased riskiafections - youth, women at
the reproductive age, usersiofravenous drugs, persons in custody, prostitutes, homosexual
men”.
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280. The following principal straggc directions of activities areffered under the program to
eliminate such a situation:

Exercising of HIV/AIDS epidemiological supervision, including provision of
laboratory examination of paties; restriction of distribiion of the HIV infection and
prevention of new infection occurrences;

Informing society to promote understamgliand knowledge dfll\VV/AIDS related
issues;

Ensurance of preventive measures for groumipis increased risk of infection;

Ensuring the availability of health care and psycho-social care to HIV-infected
persons and AIDS patients;

Scientific/practical research and assessment of efficiency of the measures designed
for preventing of HIV/AIDS distribution;

Exercising epidemiological supervision integrated in the European HIV/AIDS
monitoring system.

281. In 2003, The Basic Approach to HealthytiNion was developed degned to provide
information about the possibilities of healthy midn. The document sets the following goals:

Education of the population in healthy ntibn matters, with pdicular stress being
made on reducing the total consumption of i@alance of fat acids in food, increased
production and consumption wégetables, legumes, fruits and berries, as well as the
need for regular physical activities;

Promotion of exclusive breast-breeding (tmdd’s nutriment consists solely of
human milk) until 7 months and breast-breeding until 2 years;

Reduction of nutrition imbalancé&king into consideration the specific needs of the
groups most subject to risk, thus redudimg distribution of food-related diseases;

Development and implementaiti of healthy nutrition curriculum at schools and in

the training of pedagogues, health cgpecialists, food technologists, food trading
specialists, sports pedagogues ather food-related specialists;

Development of healthy nutrition remenendations for pre-school education
establishments, health care institutions and social aid establishments; promoting of
the implementation of recommendations in the institutional catering system;
Implementation of the project on reducing iodine deficit;

Development and implemenitan of the project Milk at School at schools.
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282. The priorities of state health care inclatternal and child health. The drafted
Public Health Strategy ersages, among other goals, significant improvement of the

health of the newly-born childneinfants and children of pieehool age in Latvia by the
year 2010:

e Toincrease the number of surviving newly-born children with the body mass under
2500 grams;

e Atleast 60% of infants should receive mainly breast-food until 6 months;
e The infant mortality rate should lmder 10 per 1000 live born children;

e Mortality and disability of children underyears from external causes should be
reduced at least by 25%;

e The net weight of healthy children ofgpschool age should be increased at least
to 65%.

283. The state of Latvia provides puerperalfeae of charge, comprising a set of women
health care measures during the pregnancyl, aatbpost-natal period® calendar days after
delivery) as well as clinical monitoring, exaration, health promotioand treatment measures
before birth, during the natal period anthnt care during the post-natal period.

284. In 2002, 19,947 pregnant women had been recorded, including 91.5% of them registered
before the 19 week of pregnancy; incompletedith care has been provided to 10.6%

(1,919 pregnant women), complete care - to @0(48,028 pregnant women). The net weight of
parturient women who receiv® anti-natal care has remainadthe level of previous

year - 3.3%.

285. In 2002, 19,995 children were bornZB01 - 19,658 children) and 407 children
deceased (on 2001 - 434 children). The nurobehildbirths on 2002 has increased by 1.8%,
compared to 2001.

286. In 2002, same as in the previous threesydlae number of induced abortions did not
exceed the number of childbirths (@Bortions per 100 live-born children).

287. Though maternal mortality ratio in 2001 was lower compared to 1995 - 1999, it was
however higher compared to 2000. The raigaiio can be explained by the decrease of the
live-born children, because in 2001, just like2D00, 5 pregnant, parturient and puerperal
women deceased, all of themthre in-patient institutionsln 2002, there was one case of
maternal mortality.

288. On 9 March 2002, the Action Program fa tmplementation of the Public Health
Strategy 2004 - 2010 has been approved &yl Resolution. The said Action Program
pays special attention to the measures designprbvide healthy stadf life for children, to
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improve the health of schoohildren and adolescents aadprovide healthy and safe

environment; to reduce the frequency of health conditions resulting from violence and accidents
as well as the damage caused by alcohol, tiarand psychotropic substances and tobacco, and

to ensure the improvement of health in différsocial environmentsThe planned measures

include:

e Regular monitoring of health (includimgental health), physical development and
physical background of school children and adolescents;

e Regular monitoring of the habits affecting public health (FINBALT monitoring);

e Regular monitoring of the distributiasf addiction-causing substances among
adolescents, users and addicts;

e Establishment of comprehensive alcohmliand drug-addict supervision system
(data collecting, information analysis and dissemination).

289. On 30 January 2004 the MH has approved the Action Plan for the Implementation of
Maternal and Child Health @aStrategy 2004 - 2007. The Action Plan includes measures
designed to improve the structure, coordination and quality of prenatal care, to ensure timely anc
efficient health care for infants, children and adolescents, and to facilitate preventive work and
health education in the field séxual and reproductive health.

290. The MH has drafted the action pragrahe Program for Reducing Alcohol
Consumption and Alcohol Restriction 2002008. The document envisages education of
school children and adolescents, developmenitefrative leisure time choices for children and
adolescents of various age groups, establigngegment departmentstémded for children, and
reducing the negative consequences of alcoholBablic discussion dhe document has taken
several months, and on 11 Mar2004 it was opened for discussion within the Government at
the Meeting of State Secretaries. Following thisrnal discussion, it sil be submitted to the
CM for approval.

291. Consequential policies are puwagun Latvia to reduce the consumption of alcohol. The
Law on Circulation of Alcohol mrhibits retail sale of alcohdtom 22.00 to 8.00, except in bars,
restaurants, cafes, clubs selling alcohol for irdiage consumption, and tax-free shops on ships,
at ports, on planes or in airports. Therefa@alcohol can be bought at the food stores during
night hours. Trading enterprises add liable for violating this provision.

292. Latvia has enacted the National Immunization Program 2001 - 2005. Data for

the year 2002 prove the following immunization lewerespect of children: at the age of

12 months - Tuberculosis 99.9%, Hepat#i®7.8%, Poliomyelitis 97.5%, Diphtheria,

Tetanus 97.5%, Whooping cough 97.2%, Hemophilus Influenza 86.9%, and at 24 months -
Poliomyelitis 94.1%, Diphtéria, Tetanus 94.2%, désles 98.3%, Rubella 98.2%,

Mumps 98.2%.
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Table 16
Immunization statusin Latvia'®
Infectious disease Age Vaccine Immunization level
2000 2001
Diphtheria 1 year 3. Inoculation 95.9 97.2
2 year 4. Inoculation 91.5 92.6
Tetanus 7 year 5. Inoculation 85.7 86.9
8 year 5. Inoculation 92.3 93.9
14 year 6. Inoculation 82.2 85.1
15 year 6. Inoculation 91.6 93.8
Whooping cough 1 year 3. Inoculation 95.6 96.9
2 year 4. Inoculation 89.7 92.3
Poliomyelitis 1 year 3. Inoculation 95.8 97.3
2 year 4. Inoculation 91.6 92.7
7 year 5. Inoculation 85.1 87.4
8 year 5. Inoculation 93.0 94.0
14 year 6. Inoculation 84.1 87.4
15 year 6. Inoculation 93.2 95.5
Measles 2 year 1. Inoculation 96.9 97.9
7 year 2. Inoculation 86.7 88.5
8 year 2. Inoculation 93.1 94.8
129 year 2. Inoculation
Rubella 2 year 1. Inoculation 96.6 97.9
12 year* 2. Inoculation 93.0 95.0
Epidemical 2 year 1. Inoculation 96.9 97.9
parotitis 7 year 2. Inoculation 89.8 88.3
8 year 2. Inoculation 92.1 95.0
Tuberculosis 1 year 1. Inoculation 99.9 99.9
Hepatitis B 1 year 3. Inoculation 95.0 96.1
* Girls.

293. According to the data of CSD, in 2002 #fiection of children ad adolescents of all
forms of tuberculosis decreased (142 sawas) compared to 2001 (200 occasions) by

58 occasions. The results of tuberculosisttneat are largely dependent on timely visit to
doctor (see the below table Affemti of children and adolescents).

294. Funding for the implementation of immuriaa program has been recently increased
in Latvia. The State Mandatory Healttsurance Agency has assigned 706,520 LVL
(472,650 EUR) in 2003 and 889,426 LVL (595,025 EWR)004 for the purchase of vaccines,
anti-rabic immunoglobulin and standard tuberaeifoneparations from the Health care budget
under sub-program “Purchase of Medicines”.

295. Adolescent health parameters are among thegtaa Europe. According to the data of
repeated survey among school children carrigcbguhe World Health Organization in Latvia,
the health of children and adolescents trendteteriorate. The numbef adolescents in risk
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groups has increased - frequent, lasting diseasesvery problems. Concerning the national
policy aimed at promoting ofdalthy nutrition, see Paragraph 28&ction Health and Welfare,
Sub-section Healthnal Health Services.

296. Alarming is the fact that the increase of nialis tumour rate in children and adolescents
continues. The eventual causes would berenment contamination or unhealthy life style,
eating habits, as well as the consemas of the Chernobyl AES accident.

Table 17
Sicknessratein children and adolescents!’

Gender -specific individual diseases on 1999-2002

2002 2001 2000 1999

Men | Women| Men Women| Men Women Men Women
All forms of 73 69 103 97 15 9 82 72
TBC (0-17)
Respiratory 70 68 100 95 108 64 78 70
org.TBC (0-17)
Malicious 35 37 39 32 18 17 37 26
tumors (0-19)
Syphilis (0-17) 2 14 7 12 18 19 16 48
Gonorrhoea (0-17) 5 18 13 20 17 37 28 45
HIV (0-17) 29 67 48 5

Table 18
Gender -specific individual diseases on 1999-2002
(per 100,000 inhabitants of the respective age group)
2002 2001 2000 1999

Men | Women| Men | Women| Men | Women| Men | Women
All forms of 28.9 28.6 39.4 38.7 5.6 3.5 29.0 26.7
TBC (0-17)
Respiratory 27.7 28.1 38.2 37.9 40.( 24.8 27.6 25.9
org.TBC (0-17)
Malicious 12.1 13.3 13.1 11.2 5.9 5.8 11.7 8.6
tumors (0-19)
Syphilis (0-17) 0.8 5.8 2.1 4.8 6.7 7.4 5.7 17.8
Gonorrhoea (0-17) 2.0 7.5 5.0 8.0 6/3 14,3 9.916.7
HIV (0-17) 5.9 13.1 9.1 0.9
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Table 19
Age-specific mental diseases on 1999-2002
0-17 2002 2001 2000 1999
Organic psychic disturbances including 330 360 403 454
symptomatic (FOO-FQ09)
Neurotic, stress-related and somatic 172 202 258 318
forms of disturbances (F40-F48)
Mental development disturbances 490 605 594 788
(F70-F79)
Psychical development disturbances 489 505 539 641
(F80-F89)
Behavioural and entional disturbances 396 461 549 655
with traditional origin in child and
adolescent age (F90-F98)

Table 20

Age specific mental diseases on 1999-2002
(per 100,000 inhabitants of the respective age group)

0-17 2002 2001 2000 1999
Organic psychic disturbances including 66.8 70.3 76.3 82.2
symptomatic (FOO-FQ09)
Neurotic, stress-related and somatic 34.8 39.5 48.9 57.6
forms of disturbances (F40-F48)
Mental development disturbances 99.2 118.2 112.5 142.6
(F70-F79)
Psychical development disturbances 99.0 98.6 102.1 116.0
(F80-F89)
Behavioural and entional disturbances 80.2 90.0 104.0 118.6
with traditional origin in child and
adolescent age (F90-F98)

297. Infant mortality in Latvia has decreased by 20 occasions, compared to 2001. Infant
mortality has decreased from 11 cases per 1000 surviving children in 2001 to 9.9 cases in 2002.
Taking into account the fact that the riagn of live-born children has increased from 19,664

in 2001 to 19,996 in 2002, decrease of infant alibytis a positive trend. However, it is still

high in Latvia, compared to other Europeanntries (Hungary, Poland, Lithuania, Austria,

the Czech Republic). Comparison of infantrtality rate by countries on 2001: Latvia 11,

Lithuania 7.9, Estonia 8.8, Sweden 3.7, and Finland 3.2.

298. The main causes of mortality inclummnditions of prenatal period, congenital
abnormalities, infectins and parasitic diseases, respisagyistem development disturbances.
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Infant mortality by causes of death®
(Children deceased lessthan one year)

Deceased under 1 year

1999

2000

2001

2002

Total

219

210

217

197

Including from:
Infection and parasitic diseases
Respiratory system diseases
Certain prenatal period conditions

Congenital malformations, deformities and 58

chromosome abnormalities

Symptoms and signs not classified
elsewhere, abnormal clinical and
laboratory findings

External causes
Other causes

11

119

11

E “J

17

11
11

8

1

90

75

18

11
11

60

17

18
13

299.

compared to 2001 (see the table Number of rexgidtdiseases in children under 1 year).
However, comparative analysis of the registered diseases in per cents leads to conclusion that tl
number of congenital abnormalgiéas increased (by 0.31%).

Table 22

Number of registered diseasesin children under 1 year™

Disease Number of occasions
1999 2000 2001 2002
Total 54 318 50 585 50 053 41 724
Including:
Infection and parasitic diseases 113 1 369 11p0 9
Endocrine, nutrition and 923 858 1075 780
metabolism diseases
Diseases of nerve system and 3363 3637 2 865 2 483
organs of sense
Diseases of respiratory system 29 399 27 040 28 719 22
Diseases of digesting system 4523 4218 3972 3 3
Diseases of uro-genital system 448 4309 430 3
Certain prenatal period 7 138 6 310 5 386 5115
conditions
Congenital abnormalities 903 738 649 66
Injuries, intoxication and other 650 567 562 474
external effects
Other diseases 5834 5 409 5 28b 4 8§

o= O

The number of registered diseases in children under 1 year of age has decreased in 200:

78

6553
78
14
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Table 23
Sicknessrate of various diseasesin children under 1 year

registered with the primary health-care physician®
(out of 1,000 examined children in this age group)

1999 2000 2001 2002

Total sickness rate 2810.3 2732.3 2591.8 2 238|2
Including:

Infection and parasitic 58.8 73.9 57.5 52.5

diseases

Endocrine, nutrition and 47.8 46.3 55.7 41.8

metabolism diseases

Diseases of nervous 174 196.4 148.4 133.2

system, eyes and ears

Diseases of respiratory 1521.1 1460.5 1487.1 1215.2

system

Diseases of digesting 234 227.8 205.7 181.2

system

Diseases of uro-genital 23.2 23.7 22.3 16.8

system

Congenital abnormalities 46.7 39.9 33.6 35.4

Certain prenatal period 369.3 340.8 29.1 274.4

conditions

Consequences of 33.6 30.6 29.1 25.4

external effects

Other diseases 257.9 292.1 273.1 261.

300.

Alarming are the data about the copmmces of life style of children and

adolescents. According to the research Distiginuof the use of drugs in Latvia among the
pupils of 5th-12th grade and students of vocatiedacation establishments carried out in 2003
by the Institute of Physiology and Sociologytleé University of Latvia under the PHARE 2000
National program, 60% of the 113t years of respondents have snib&eleast 1 cigarette. The
proportion of regular smokers trends to increasp@rtionally to the respondents’ age to 44% at
the age of 17-18 years.

301. The net weight of regular alcohol siralso increasing proportionally to the

age (1% at 11-12 years, compared to 18%/at8 years). The proportion of school children
that have experienced severe alcohol irtatton increases from 14% among 11-12 old school
children to 80% among 17-18 years old schodtloen. The alcohol used most often includes
beer (52% of respondents have been using dthim¢ast month); win€88% of respondents),
also-strong alcohol (28% of respondentgehbeen using during the last month).
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302. According to the data of the above-statsearch, the drug used most often is
marijuana (71% of respondents indicate to it aditeedrug they have tried; the net weight of
users increases from under 1% at the age -df2ltb 24% at the age of 17-18), followed by
inhalators (at least once have been tried4%6 at the age of 11-12 and 12% at the age

of 13-14).

303. In April 2004, Latvia intends to sign andJune 2004 - to ratify the General Convention

of the World Health Organization on Tobacco Monitoring. The purpose thereof is to protect the
population from the consequen@sl damages resulting from the use of tobacco (including

from passive smoking) to hida, environment and economy.

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 39 and 40:

The Committee expresses its concern regarding the rise in the number of children
and youths using drugs, alcohol and tobato®ncrease in cases of sexually transmitted
diseases (SDTs) and HIV/AIDS among yautnd the growing use of abortion as a
method of birth control. Further, it rest the limited availability of programs and
services in the area of adolescent healthuding mental health, iparticular treatment
and rehabilitation programs fatcohol and drug addictiorit also notes the lack of
sufficient prevention and rehabilitation infoation, especially on reproductive health in
the schools (Recommendation 39).

The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to promote
adolescent health, including mental health pesicparticularly withrespect to alcohol
consumption, substance abuse and reprodulcgaéh, and develop a program for health
education in schools. The Committee furtheggests that a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary study be undertaken to uretand the scope afdolescent health
problems, including the negative impact of STdpsl HIV/AIDS, in order to be able to
develop adequate policies gmabgrams. It is also recommended that the State party
undertake further measurescliding the allocation of atjuate human and financial
resources, to evaluate the effectivenedgsamhing programs in health education, in
particular as regards reprodiwve health, and to develop youth-friendly counselling, care
and rehabilitation falities that are accessible, withoutrpatal consent when this is in
the best interests ofdtchild (Recommendation 40).

304. Though the number of children affectedsbyually transmitted diseases has remained
virtually unchanged, according to the data&C&D (67 occasions in 2001 against 57 in 2002),
the information provided by the MH showswever, that the number of adolescents

infected with sexually transmitted diseases imgreased, compared to the total number of
occasions. 17 to 29 years young persons make 60% of the total number of patients.

305. Changes can be observed in the distribution of new HIV cases by age groups:

in 2002, 18% of the detected cases pertained to the age group from 10 to 19 years, or by 9%
less than in 2001; while in other age groupsdrstribution percentage has increased. The
distribution of the way persons get infecteddgye groups is also different: the per cent of
heterosexually infected patients is increasing the number of intravensunfection patients is
decreasing with the increase of age.
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306. During the period from 1998 to 2003, theakmumber of HIV positive pregnant women
who have delivered children Riga City Maternity House was 91. In 2003, the number of
childbirths involving such diagnosis has ieased from 25 to 33, compared to 2002. Antenatal
care has not been provided in 2002 to 9 arDBB to 12 women, while incomplete monitoring
has been provided in 2002 to 8 and in 2003 to 65 women.

307. Analysis of the psychical and behavioutigturbances in children and adolescents
resulting from the use of psychoactive substarghows that the number of acute alcohol
intoxication or alcohol abuse has increaseallgt(by 37.14%). At the end of 2001, the number
of children under 17 years with registeredgiiosis was 315, while at the end of 2002 the
registered number had increased to 432. Aethd of 2003, 488 children and adolescents have
been registered with alcohol intoxicatiamdaalcohol abuse, and 14 minors with alcohol
addiction diagnosis.

308. The number of children dependent on ogisychoactive substances has decreased
from 239 in 2001 to 142 in 2002. Also, the number of registered opium-dependent children has
decreased (151 in 2001 in comparison to 62002), as well as the number of children with
registered dependence on volatilganic solvents or inhalés has decreased from 64 in 2001
to 53 registered children at the end of 2002e mbmber of children with diagnosed alcoholism
continues to increase - 21 children were regestat the end of 2002. In 2003, the Narcological
Service of Latvia has madeimary registration of 190 childreend adolescents with diagnosed
dependence on, intoxication dywse of narcotic and psychotropic substances. 18 of the
above-mentioned children havednedentified as dependent, 1-7idtoxication or abuse of
narcotic and psychotropic substances. Algay2nile gambling addisthave been primarily
registered.

309. With regard to social rehabilitationafildren dependent on yshoactive substances,
see paragraph 92 of Section General Princifab;section The Best Interests of the Child.
For more information on Governmigactivities to promote healthife-style, restrict alcoholism
and reduce the use of alcohol, see paragra@8sind 290 of Sectiddealth and Welfare,
Sub-section Healthnal Health Services.

C. Social security and servicesfor children (arts. 26 and 18)

310. The MW is drafting the national policy in theldl of social security of child and family,
including policy in the fields of social insuranaed state social benefits, social aid, social care,
social and professional rehabititan, employment of adolescengs well as coordinate the
implementation of and rpsnsibility for the projects, organize@coordinate social services and
social aid in accordance with the relevant national programs and the Law on Social Services and
Social Assistance.

311. In accordance with the draft law On the State Budget 2004, the MW main budget
includes the planned program State SoBeefits in the amount of 75.5 mil. LVL
(2.129 mil. EUR) including suppbto families with children:
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Child birth benefit - support to the family upon child birth;

Child care benefit - support to a penscaring child under 2 years born after

1 January 2003, or child under 3 years born before 31 December 2002, provided that
the person is not employed on full-time or part-time basis, and receives no maternity
benefit;

State benefit to family - regular supportfémnilies experiencing additional costs due
to parenting of children;

Supplementing state benefit for families watisabled children - regular support to
the families caring for disabled children, in order to facilitate social integration of
disabled children;

Child subsistence benefit to guardian - legsupport to guardian for subsistence of
the child;

Remuneration of guardian functions guéar support to persons exercising
guardianship over the child;

Remuneration of foster fiaily functions - regulasupport to the families or
individuals who have obtained the status of foster families and entrusted with rearing
a child.

312. The following is provided from the MW mabudget program State Social Services:

Social rehabilitation of children - victims of violence;

Social institutional rehabilitation of children dependent on narcotic, toxic or other
intoxicating substances;

Specialized care of mentally retarded children at long-term social care institutions;

Care of orphans and childrender four years left withoyttarental care at long-term
social care institutions.

313. Section 20 of the Law On Social Assistprovides state family benefit to persons
rearing children. The state family benefit iamgred immediately upon birth for each child, and it
continues until the child reaches the age of 15 yeling benefit is also paid for children over

15 years attending general orcational education establishmergsovided that these children
are not married. In the latter case, the benefitits gslong as the child is attending educational
establishment, to the maximum age of 20. am®unt of benefit may behanged from time to

time.

314. Before 30 June 2002, the state family bemefg granted depending on the order of birth
of children in the family and the year of birth.
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Table24

State family benefits before 30 June 2002

Amount of benefit depending on the order aflbin family and year of birth (LVL/montf):

Born before 01.01.1999.

Born after 01.01.1999.

1st child: 4.25
2nd child: 5.10

3rd child: 6.80
4th and following children: 7.65

1st child: 6.00
2nd child: 7.20

3rd child: 9.60

4th and following children: 10.8Q

1.2 times higher than for th
1st child

1.6 times higher than for th
1st child

1.8 times higher than for the

1st child

1.2 times higher than for th
1st child

1.6 times higher than for th
1st child

1.8 times higher than for the

1st child

315.

On 20 June 2002, the Saeima of the Repabliatvia approve@mendments to the

D
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Law On Social Assistance, ancethmount of state family benefit for the first child in respect of
children born after 1 January 1994 was fixed sdmount of 20% of the state social benefit
(6 LVL per month), effective from 1 July 2002.

Table25

State family benefits from 1 July 2002 to 31 December 2002

Amount of benefit depending on the order aflbin family and year of birth (LVL/montf):

Born before 31.12.1993.

Born after 01.01.1994.

1st child: 4.25
2nd child: 5.10

3rd child: 6.80

4th and following children: 7.65
1st child: 20% of the state soc

benefit (6.00)

2nd child: 7.20

3rd child: 9.60

4th and following children: 10.80

1.2 times higher than for th
1st child

1.6 times higher than for th
1st child

1.8 times higher than for the

1st child
al

1.2 times higher than for th
1st child

1.6 times higher than for th
1st child

1.8 times higher than for tt

D

1%

D

1%

1st child
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316. The Law on State Social Benefits hasrbenacted on 1 January 2003, and Section 6
thereof provides granting state family benefit to persons rearing children. The state family
benefit is granted immediately upon birth &ach child and it continues until the child

reaches the age of 15 years. The benefit is also paid to children over 15 years attending
general or vocational education establisis, provided that these children are not

married. In the latter case, the benefit is @adong as the child is attending educational
establishment, however to the maximum age of 20 years, or until marriage. No state family
benefit is paid for a child attending vdicamal education establishment and receiving
scholarship.

Table 26

State family benefits from 1 January 2003

Amount of benefit depending on theder of birth in family (LVL/montF°):

1st child: 6.00

2nd child: 7.20 1.2 times higher than for the 1st child
3rd child: 9.60 1.6 times higher than for the 1st child
4th and following children: 10.80 1.8 times higher than for the 1st child

317. According to the information summarizedtbg CSD, the number of children entitled to
free catering funded by local government autres at schools and kindexdens has decreased

in 2002. In 2000, the number of children entitled to free catering was 75,476, compared 69,800
in 2002. The number of granted benefitséducation and rearing of children was 81,288

in 2000 compared to 47,769 in 2002. The numbegrarfited benefits for education and rearing

of children has increased by 2,1% in 2002, compared to 2001.

318. The entitlement to survivorship pensiogaserned by the law On State Pensions.

Pursuant to the above-named law, survivorgigipsion may be claimed, in case of socially

secured person, by superannuated family negmtlependent on the deceased: children
(regardless of the fact of mé@mance) under 18 years, silgign grandchildren under 18 years

with superannuated parents. elfersons listed in the abovdeagories are entitled to pension

until they reach the age of 24, in case of stuglehtocational education establishments or

full-time university students. The right to pension regardless of age is granted to children,
siblings and grandchildren of the deceased if they have become disabled before reaching the ag
of 18 years.

319. Survivorship pension is paid on a monthlgi®a the amount calculated on the basis of
the eventual old age pension of the decebseadwinner, provided that the deceased person
would have continued employment until the pension age fixed in the law On State Pensions
and continued contributions to the pendiand in the previous amount. The amount of
survivorship pension in case of a single chiléxsd in the amount of 50% of the eventual old
age pension, in case of two children - 75%, in case of three and more children - 90% of the
pension amount.
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320. In case of children who have lost both parehie survivorship pension is calculated on
the basis of the eventual old age pensiobati parents. The minimum amount of pension has
been fixed: the total amount of pension may naele than the amount stfate social security
benefit (30 LVL (44,84 EUR)), and ntass than 50% of the state social security benefit for each
child. The amount of granted pension is pr&dcigainst inflation through regular (at least
annual) indexation, taking into account ttmsumption price change index and, starting

from 2002, also the certain portion of the insurance payment wage index. Payment of
survivorship pension is funded from the so@iglurance contributionstate special social
insurance budget).

D. Standard of living (art. 27)
Financial situation

321. Review of the financialtsation of households by degraphic composition enables
distinguishing between two types of househatusst vulnerable to poverty - households with
three and more children and those with ondtahd one or more children (mainly in case of
households run by women); iddition, financial imbalance betweerties and ruraareas trends
to increase. The program for the developnoéispecial support regions has been drafted to
facilitate formation of equal saieconomical conditions on thetea territory of the state.
Under this program, special regional development tools are operating in the territories with
persisting negative economic and/or socialali@ment trends, designed to accelerate
development of the territognd facilitate econoroal activities thereof. Currently, the

status of special support regions has lgranted to 5 regions, 16 cities, 1 county

and 113 parishes.

322. Children themselves cannot improve the quefitheir lives, and the welfare of children
depends directly on the parents’ resources. BWith the polarization of society, the financial
situation of families with children continues to deteriorate. The results of research Identifying
social exclusion risk factoia children from poor families carried out by the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology of the University oftlia in 2002 show that poverty is an important
problem of Latvia today, and that the poor fansilgge based on the model of physical survival
with limited mental and socialevelopment possibilities; andsttibution of poverty entails
socially unprepared new generation.

323. Research of household budgets shouatsiththouseholds divided into quintiles

according to their income per each household member. In 2002 the average in the 1st quintile
was 31.41 LVL (46.95 EUR). Itis impw@nt to note that 39 of thetal number of children in all
households in 2002 belonged to the 1st quintile.

324. Compared to 2000, the number dfdrien in families with the lowest
income (£ quintile) has decreased (in 2000 - 42%twf total number of children in all
households).
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Fig. 1

Income of households by quintile groups on 2002%*
(average per one household member/month, in LVL?)

LVL 178,64

LVL 91,96

LVL 68,24
LVL 54,26

LVL 31,41

[ [ [ \Y %
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325. Since the research of household buddetws that families with children are most

vulnerable to poverty, it is especially importanetwsure that social aid benefit system addresses
the aid to such families.

Referring to Committee Recommendations No 41 and 42:

The Committee expresses its concertihathigh proportion of families, in
particular those with three or more children, living at the subsistence level and families
threatened with eviction because of the @ffe the transition to a market economy on
the social welfare system as a whole (Recommendation 41).

In light of articles 3, 4, 6, 26 and 27thie Convention, the Committee encourages
the State party to take all appropriate measures to the maximum extent of its available
resources, in partigar at the local level, taupport families in a difficult economic
and/or social situation in order to ensucethe maximum extent possible, the survival
and development oflachildren living in Latvia (Recommendation 42).

326. Enactment of the Law on Social Serviaed ocial Assistance has enabled formation of
a new social aid benefit system. Beforgahuary 2003, the social aid provided by local
government authorities was regulated by the Law On Social Assistance. The law distinguished
between two types of local government funtledefits: income-tested social aid benefit to
needy families, housing benefit,resbenefit and fumal benefit. Twaoof the above-listed

benefits - social aid benef needy families and housing beihefare granted to families, and
therefore they have indirect impact also on the situation of children in families. The law
provided for authorization of local governmentfaorities to pay other social aid benefits as

well. Concerning other locabgernment social assistance bétsethe situation of children is
directly affected by the local governmenttaarity-funded free catering at school or kindergarten
and benefits for educati@nd rearing of children.
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327. Analysis of the people who receive this saoaidllead to conclusion that social aid does
not reach the families (persons) with the nsestere financial coriiibn lacking funds for

provision of the fundamental needs due to dbjeadeasons; i.e., to families with children.
Therefore, starting from 1 January 2003, the lgoalernment social assistance is governed by
the Law on Social Services and Social Assistance providing for two social assistance benefits
instead of the previous four: income-tested benefit to ensure the guaranteed minimum income
level (GMI benefit) angingle benefit in extraordinary situations. The law authorizes the local
government authorities to pay other beneafiissooner than all inhabitants of the local
government authority have been provided with the GMI benefit.

328. The Law on Social Services and Social Asstgtgmmovides that social aid is available to
people on the basis of assessment of theinfilah resources - income and property. The
purpose of social aid is to provide financiapooperty support to the most needy persons and
families, and therefore the persdifemilies) who mosbf all lack funds for provision of their
basic needs, regardless of the grotipopulation to which they belong.

329. The CM Regulation No 95 of 25 February 2003 Regulation on the Guaranteed Minimum
Income Level and the Amount of Benefit to Ensure the Guaranteed Minimum Income Level
provide that the GMI level per one persodsLVL (22.42 EUR) per month. Local government
authorities are authorized toxfother guaranteed income level, according to their budget
capacities, however it may not less than 15 LVL (22.42 EUR). In 2004, the GMI level is

18 LVL (26.9 EUR) per month/person. Computaturthe benefit does manvolve application

of the equivalence scale - the calculated GMI benefit is equal to all adults and children in the
family.

330. Analysis of the information submitted bgdb government authorities about granting of
benefits in order to pwide the GMI level, carried out by the MW shows that the currently
applicable GMI level is insufficient to ensurfigency of the new benefit system in providing
support to needy families, particular families with chilcen, in crisis situation.

331. The Law On Municipal Assistance in HmgsMatters effective as of 1 January 2002
establishes for housing benefit as one of then$oof assistance provided by local governments
to families with income insufficient to pay for rent and utility services. This benefit has indirect
effect also on the situation of the child.

Eviction from residence

332. The applications received by the SMSACHow the need for settling the issue of
eviction of families with childre from their residential spacé&.he information obtained from

the specialists contacting such families in their routine work shows that families with children
are evicted from their residences by court judgments.

333. The Law On Rent of Residential Premisas the Law On Assistance Provided by Local
Governments in Housing Mattepsovide social guarantees to the low-income category of
tenants. Pursuant to the law, if a low-incaeant cohabitating with or maintaining at least
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one child is evicted, local government authosityll provide assistance through registration in
the corresponding register. Ppeevent lack of housing in case of evicted families entitled to
social guarantees while waiting for the proviswith housing, the Law ORent of Residential
Premises includes the obligation to postponererfaent of the judgment concerning eviction
until the local government authority assigns aeotesidence to the concerned tenant. In
addition, special procedure applies for prioritgysion of families with social guarantees with
housing.

334. Local government authorities are doing thest to retain residees for families with
minor children in case of enforceable coudgment on termination of lease agreement and
eviction of family from residentlgpremises. Riga City Couitcfor example, has drafted
regulations for prolongation of agreements essk of residential preses through making
trilateral agreements with the house owners @epayment of indebtedness, or deciding on
removal of the family to a social residential house.

335. As noted before, the families with childrewé¢éhe lowest income and therefore their
possibilities to pay rent for residential space are also limited. Unfortunately, no statistics are
available on this issue. With respect to mayggan for purchase or renovation of residence
for married couple with children, the banks diecon granting loans taking into account the
average income per one member of househalddmg children. However, the banks also
apply different exemptions, for example, for ghaise of the first dwelling (Aizkraukles Banka

is granting loans up to 95% of the value of real estate), to families with children (Parex Bank
applies reduction of intesérate by 0.3% per each minoiildrin the family), and almost all

banks provide the opportunity to keatemporary agreement on susgi@g of loan interest or all
payments in case of birth of a child in the family.

336. On 15 December 2003, the CM approved trguRéon No 774 On Establishing of the
State Corporation Dwelling Guarantee Fund. Theardaections of ativities of the Dwelling
Guarantee Fund is promoting renovation oftrmesidential housesna construction of new
economic housing, as well as improving the asa#ghe tenants of denationalised houses to
purchase of dwelling and the opportunity for nemifaes to buy their first dwelling. Itis a
significant financial tool of state support fdevelopment of housing loan-granting system and
availability of dwelling.

VIl. EDUCATION AND CULTURE
A. Education, including professional education (art. 28)

337. The Constitution of Latvia protects the righeach person tadeication, and it provides
that the state ensures the actessdementary and secondary edlien free of charge, and that
elementary education is mandatto everyone (Section 112).

Pre-school education

338. Provisions of Section 4 of the Law oruEdtion effective as of 1 September 2002
set forth Mandatory preparation of fivadasix years old children to the elementary
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education. Preparation of the five andyars old children to ool means involvement

of all children of this age group in preksml| education. In 2003/2004 academic year, the
mandatory preliminary education of five and six years old children covers 93% of all
children. Approved curriculum for mandatory preliminary education of the five and six years
old children may be carried out by educatiotaleéshment in co-operation with the family.

95 preschool curriculum were approve®003. The wages of pedagogues involved

in the implementation of curriculum areiggdrom the state budget target grant.

Pre-school education is available to chitdie Latvia in Latvian, Russian, Polish and

Ukrainian languages.

339. The number of children under seven yeax®red by the pre-school curriculum has
increased in 2003/2004 academic year.

Fig. 2
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340. The procedure for admission to pre-schdakational establishments is regulated by
the local government. The procedure for abian to private educational establishments

is regulated by the founder. Admissioncbildren to special pre-school educational
establishments takes place on the basis of pargnutardians’) apptiation and conclusion of
the state or local governmemedical commission. In 2003, the demand for admission to
pre-school education establishments exceedeavifiéable number of places, and this lead to
formation of waiting lists.
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Fig. 3
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341. Pursuant to the legal provisions settingiftine requirements for ¢heducation level and
qualification of pedagogues, thyealification of pedagoguesvolved in pre-school education

has notably improved during the recent yedns2000/2001 academic year 57% pedagogues had
university degree, while in 2001/2002 aeatdc year this rate was 81%.

Elementary and secondary education

342. The number of comprehensive educatistablishments as of 2002 had reduced.

In 2002, there were 1,052 comprehensigdeaation establishments in Latvia -

953 comprehensive day schools including 64 special schools and 35 evening (night)

shift comprehensive education establishteehough the number of boarding schools
remained unchanged in 2002, the total nunadb@omprehensive day schools has decreased
by 8. Also, the number of pre-school educati@séablishments has decreased by one in 2002
(551 pre-school education establishment®d2) and the number pfofessional education
establishments - by 2 (126 in 2001, compared to 124 in 2002).

343. The decrease in number of educatiestdblishments continued in 2003: there
are 1,044 comprehensive and special edoicastablishments in Latvia including

945 comprehensive day schools, while the nurobsgpecial schools and evening (night)
shift schools has remainedi the level of 2002.

344. The number of pupils in comprehensive atioa establishments has decreased- while
in 2001 the comprehensive education establestimwere attended by 351,989 children, in 2002
their number was 340,308 and in 2003 - only 327@bl8Iren, respectively. The number of
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students in boarding schools has also decreased from 4,500 in 2001 to 4,175 in 2002.
Professional edutian establishments in 2002 had 46,500 students or by 1,100 fewer than

in 2001. The most relevant causes of decreageinumber of pupils include the rapid decrease
of birth rate in 90-ties.

345. Inits turn, the number of 10th - 12th grade pupils in comprehensive education
establishments has slightly increased®®3, the number of 10th - 12th grade pupils was
66,746, while in 2002 such education establishsermre attended by only 62,343 pupils and
on 2001- by 61,234 pupils.

346. While during the period from 1995/1996 acaubeyear to 2001/2002 academic year the
number of pedagogues in comprehensive ddrcastablishments decreased, the number of
pedagogues in comprehensive education ksiaents in the beginning of 2002/2003 academic
year was 33,900 or by 200 more than inghevious academic year, and in 2003/2004 academic
year the number of pedagogues had increased to 34,232.

347. According to the data of CSD, 4%duates of elementary schools in 2002 (2%
graduates in 2001, respectively) and 2@%duates of comprehensive secondary
schools (29% in 2001, respectiveti) not pursue further education.

348. In 2001/2002 academic year, 14.4% of sitglef the professional education
establishments have dropped out.

349. The number of universities and colleges $lmhtly increased, and in 2002 it had
increased by one, compared to 36 in 2001. ritmeber of students universities and colleges
has also increased by more than 8,000(In 2001 - 110,500, in 2002 - 118,900). It means that
students of universities amdlleges make 5.1% of thetal population of Latvia.

Number of children not attending schools

350. Pursuant to the Law on Education and the CM Regulation No 439 of 28 December 1999
The procedure for the registration of childrenoahave reached the mandatory education age,
registration of children who have reached thandatory education age takes place on annual
basis. The result thereof is registration of children with education establishments, and also the
information is collected about the childrenmo&ndatory education age who do not attend any
school and who have not received elementary education.

351. The results of registration show that 2,518 15 years old children have not attended
school in 2002, including 1,755 children from 7ltoyears. The number of non-attending

7-15 years old children has decreased by 3.8%, compared to 2001 when 2,824 children of this
age group were not attending any school.

352. The highest number of non-attendingdrken in 2002 was registered in Riga

where 665 children of mandatory education agee not attending any schools. The second
highest number - 292 children was registered indjgggdollowed by Jelgava with 278 children
and Ventspils with 103 non-attending childrat the age between 7 and 15 years.
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353. Analysis of the percentage of childrem@ndatory education age and the total number
of children of the respective age group in eathshows that the highest rate of non-attending
children is registered in Jelgava were 3.3%lbthildren who haveeached the mandatory
education age do not attend school. It is followed byadjzewith 2.6%, Venstpils with 1.9%

and Riga with 0.8% of childremho have reached the mandateducation age and do not attend
school.

354. Registration of children who have reachednttandatory education age by regions shows
that the highest rate of non-attending childndr have not received elementary education is
registered in LimbaZzi Region (1.8%), DaugdsRegion (1.3%), Ventspils Region (1.2%) and
Talsi Region (1.1%).

B. Objectives of education (art. 29)

355. The objective of comprehensigducation is to providenditions for the formation of
creative, polymathic personality, continued ediacatmastering of profesion, and discretionary
orientation in the soal and national life.

356. The amendments to the Law on Education adopted on 5 July 2001 provide that
the CM defines the common government edion policy and strategy, and submits for
approval by the Saeima the edtion development concept for the following four years.
The education development concept defineotiectives of development of the education
system in 2002 - 2005 and the ways to achievement thereof.

357. The objective of the education develophwamcept is to provide changes in the
education system intendedftxilitate the formation of knol@dge-based, democratic and
socially integrated society and increaseapetitiveness of populan and national economy
of Latvia, in line with the presvation and development of the culture values typical to Latvia.

358. To provide objective information about tliées of genders reflected in the school

teaching aids, a study was carried out in 28@ied at analysing the professions, leisure
preferences, family status, appearance and other parameters of the personalities reflected in the
texts and illustrations of school teaching aidise study involved 50 textbooks in Latvian by the
comprehensive education establishments. The study included recommendations to teachers on
how to analyse the teaching aids and to use the existing teaching aids for the promotion of
gender equality.

359. On 27 July 2003, the CM Regulation wds@ed Amendments to the Cabinet of
Ministers Regulation No 347 On the requiremegplicable to the edation and professional
qualification of pedagogues. &CM Regulation in respect of the elementary and secondary
education pedagogues retains the provisicdh@ilaw on Education concerning the higher
pedagogic education, while enactment ofsael amendments provides legal solution to
equation of the qualificain of pedagogues to specialists wother education and qualification.
The said specialists, after mastering post-diplooraicula defined by the MES, are qualified to
undertake the implementation of comprehensiveicua. In 2002, over 4,200 pedagogues have
participated in the measures for raising thefgssional qualification ieel funded from the state
budget (103,254 LVL (154,341 EUR)).
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360. For more information the role ofiezition in the social integration, see
paragraphs 456, 457, Section Special Protedfieasures, Sub-section Children Belonging
to National Minorities or Indigenous People.

C. Extracurricular activities, cultural events, theright to play
and leisuretime (art. 31)

361. Section 16 of the Law on Protection of thghi& of the Child provides for rights of the

child to recreation and leisure time, the right to participate in games and entertainment events, as
well as the right to engage in culture lifedaarts. According to the CSD data, 67,886 children

were engaged in amateur art collectives and ygipbups of culture houses and folk houses. It
should be noted that both the number of hoblyups and the number of involved children has
increased, compared to 2000. In 2002, the numibearticipants wag7,886 and the number of
hobby-groups - 3,801, compared to 63,398 and 3,539, respectively.

362. The NYIC already for a number of yearsasrdinating and managing the interest
education activities in Latvia through organizing state-scale events, seminars, courses, camps
and forums, and providing kaatile methodical assistantethe interest education

establishments.

363. In 2003, the NYIC has formed the Youth Policy Department employing specialists for
working with the youth, the matters of the yopthlicy, rearing activities and coordination of the
camp work. The Interest Education Departmernhiploying specialists in the areas of music,
dance, environment educatioppéicable and visual arts, tegical creative work as well as
interest education policy.

Table 27

State-scale eventsin the interest education®®

Area of activities Number of events Number of participants
Culture education 20 43 090
Environment education 3 303
Technical creative work 13 989
Scientific ativities of school children 6 902

364. In 2004, the project Funding children patg for construction playgrounds, recreation
and sporting grounds shall be ilemented under the National Pragr for Improvement of the
Condition of Children and Family. The projemnvisages the construction of 33 playgrounds,
sporting and recreation grounds designedholdren. Funds for implementation of the
children’s projects in the amount of 2,000 LVL489 EUR) shall be altated to each regional
and city council of Latvia.

365. It should be noted that the leisure timgvdes of children fall into the competence of
local government authorities. A number ofdbgovernments maintain children amateur art
collectives and hobby-groups available free airge. They are also responsible providing
environment fit for children. For examptége approved Riga development plan for 2002
contained the proposals drafted by thehirecal Creative Work Centre including the
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construction of contest tracks for children in eaadtk jph Riga and the network of biking paths.
Further, various competitions are organized orgaleg basis in the parks of Riga, including, for
example, skijoring competitions organized every weekend in winter.

366. In 2003, Riga City Council, for exampleganized a campaign to collect the necessary
funds for construction of skate-park in Rigdedagogues are continuously present at the
skate-park to provide supervision of childrenislplanned to organize such a park in each
district of Riga.

367. The Technical Creative Work Centre plamerganize a seminar on 7 May 2004 within
the framework of Euro day Dance on the children’s right to engage in sports. The relevant
initiatives include attracting international investaygestoration of 11 carting tracks in Latvia.

368. There are 964 choirs of comprehensigdecation establishments in Latvia

with 35,334 singers participating in them. Anadysf the choir work show that the number

of both choirs and participants trends to decreakéde the artistic level of the best collectives
trends to improve. Positive is the fact ttieg best choirs of the comprehensive education
establishments were participating at the 23rd Latvian Song Festival and managed to master the
complicated repertoire of the festival.

369. 12,433 children and adolescents are partingpan amateur theatres of education
establishments, including 423 school theatres,gfpet theatres and 76 Theatre sports teams.
The total number of such collectives, groups and hobby-groups is 527.

370. The art of dance is one of the most popular areas of the interest education. In 2003,
there were 1,537 folk dance collectives wath000 dancers and 550 modern dance collectives
with 8,060 participants.

371. 414 hobby groups with 8,122 participants hawn baentified in the area of visual art.
The area of applicable art is represdrtg 803 hobby-groups with 14,385 participants.

372. Participation of chilgn and adolescents with speciakds in the integration projects
organized until preseigan be described by episodizoperation with the students of
comprehensive education estahfients, professional educatiand interest education. The
project The best friends was implemented il view to develop stable mutual relations.

373. The project was divided into three stages and it lasted throughout the 2002/2003
academic year. The first and second stageidsa participation of 22lubs (46 educational
establishments and non-governmental organizatiatsle the third stage - gathering iR<Ts -
accommodated 15 clubs with 184 participantse iftain objective of the gathering was to

enable the children and adolescents with speeiatis to establish mutual cooperation and to
exchange experience with each other and with children and adolescents from comprehensive
education establishments.

374. The total number of school children eygegin different Bvironment-education
hobby-groups in Latvia in 2003 was 13,280 [{iiing 5,734 in the interest education
establishments and 7,546 in comprrediee education establishments).
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375. In 2004, special attention is being paithearegions which have not yet demonstrated
high activity in the area of environment educati It is planned to expand the circle of
participants of the project Expments of school children throbgrganizing competition at the
regional level as well (by now, the competition was only organized at the state level). It is also
planned to make the project My reference @athilable not only to reference path developers

but also to visitors.

376. Technical creative work includes 47 et education establishments with 7,908
children and adolescents covered bymasitechnical creative work programs.

377. The main tasks of scientific research carigiby students is providing direction to the
students’ academic studies andeleping the necessary skillaapproaches to scientific
cooperation on both institutional, state andrimtional scale. Iplementation of or
participation at the following@ctivities has been provided fine above-mentioned purposes:

e On 26-27 April 2003, the 27th Eatific conference of $wol children was organized
in Riga at the University of Latvia, Academy of Art of Latvia And Academy of
Culture of Latvia;

e Latvia was represented at the 15th Cosg@ Young Scientists of the European
Union which took place in September 200Budapest (Hungary) by 3 school
children, including M. Lukjanska, student ofaslava Grammar School who won
the special prize for research in Mathematics The compatibility of tetramonds,
pentamonds and hexamonds;

e The exhibition EXPO Science Europe 2003 in Moscow on 11 - 19 July 2003
presented 56 works in Physics; only 3 of them were awarded including 2 works
developed by the Latvian students;

e On 6 - 26 July 2003, the annual camp Alfa for the winners of annual curricular
discipline contests and the prize-winnershef student scientific contests took place
at Vecpiebalga Rural Regidmarammar School. A seminaycle Beta on nature and
social issues was organized in 2008tfe participants of the Alfa camp.

378. 726 camps organized in summer 2003aitvia accommodated 27,198 children and
adolescents. According to the infornaattiprovided by the children and youth camp

coordinators of regional and city local govments, during the summer season in 2003 49% of
all camps for children and adolescents were organized in Riga Region, 17% in Latgale, 16% in
Vidzeme, 13% in Kurzeme, and 5% in Zenmggallhe organized camps included camps for
creative work, sports and tourism, recreation atekenture, labour andiseire, and other types

of camps.

379. In 2003 the information about 44 campsnrdesd for integration of the children with
special needs and about 171 abessistance and social intation camps (intended for the
integration of children from social risk@yps, children from low-income families, etc.) was
separately summarized and analysed for thetfire. According to the data, over 900 children
and adolescents with special needs participatdte summer camps. Participants of a number
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of summer camps included children with spkeogeds or children from low-income families,
therefore the social integration of these at@fdwas facilitated and éhpublic understanding and
formation of positive attitude was promoted.

380. The program Concert Lectures for Chifdesd Adolescent Audience is implemented

with the view to promote musical eduaatiof the school children. Professional music
organizations are providing concert lectures for children and adolescent audience at the
educational establishments as an integral part of the culture education for children, in line with
the mandatory curricular disciplines. At present, this task is carried out by the Concert
Management of Latvia andgdessional music collectives who organize about 250 concerts

per annum funded from the state budget.

VIIl. SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES
A. Children in emergency situations
1. Child refugees (art. 22)

381. The program Phare Light The rights oflas seekers and refugees was launched in
December 2003 including analysis of the situatiobatvia in the area of asylum, as well as the
necessary amendments to thestgion and the required funding.

382. The number of asylum seekers in Latviadeeto decrease from year to year. In 2002,
there were 25 asylum seekers in this coumciuding 8 children, compared to 58 asylum
seekers including 18 children in 1998. Acdogito the 1951 Geneva Convention Relating to

the Status of Refugees, by the end of 2002stfaitis had been granted to 8 persons including
two children. Therefore it can be concluded fhratection of the children with the status of
refugee or any alternative status, and the children injured in armed conflicts at present if not a
matter of urgency.

383. Concerning the amendments to the bawAsylum Seekers with respect to family
reunion and availability of the status of refugee to children, see Section Family Environment and
Alternative Care, Sub-s&on Family Reunification.

2. Children in armed conflicts (arts. 38 and 39)

384. No changes have occurred in Latvia concerning the children in the areas of armed
conflict, and the present situaii corresponds with that providedthe initial report of Latvia.

B. Children in conflict with the law (arts. 40 and 37)

385. In 2002 and 2003, juveniles committed evexthsiegistered criminal offence.
According to the CSD data, 3,730 crimes committeguiagniles have been registered in 2002,
or by 257 less than in 2001. The number ofsteged criminal offences committed by juveniles
in 2003 was 4,255 or by 525 more than in 2002.
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Table28

Committed criminal offences®

(at the age of 14-17)

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total 3757 3923 3987 3730 4 255
Including:

Murders* 10 14 10 13 11

Heavily bodily injuries 16 15 15 26 20

Violation* 11 13 12 11 10

Robbery 232 219 244 206 256

Theft of property 2713 2725 2733 2 367 249

Hooliganism 202 215 196 247 257

* Including attempts to commit a crime.

386. According to the information provided the State Police, 2,860 juveniles have been
called to criminal account in 2002 for committimgrious criminal offences (by 345 less than

in 2001), including 980 at the age of 14 - 15 years and 1,544 at the age of 16 - 17 years.
3,395 juveniles have beealled to criminal account faarious criminal offences in 2003

(by 526 more than in 2002) including 1,190 at the age of 14 - 15 years and 1,737 at the age
of 16 - 17 years.

387. The information summarized by the CSD, in its turn, shows that 1,794 s at the age

of 14 - 17 years had been sentenced in 2002 (by 40 more than in 2001). Analysis of the types
of imposed sentences shows that the numbewehjles sentenced to degation of liberty had
increased in 2002 by 38, while the number ofditonally sentenced juveniles has decreased

(by 47).

388. The number of conditionally sentenced, @e&r, was still high - 1,110 juveniles were
conditionally sentenced in 2002. Social rehabibiaibf juvenile offenderss of particular
importance to ensure that the conditionally secedrjuveniles are not convicted repeatedly for
commitment of yet more severe offences.

389. The work with conditionally sentenced personsatvia should be made more efficient.

The conditionally sentenced persons should be sutgjesttict control, and the reasons that led
them to committing a crime should be eliminateaimely, a complex solution of the problem
should be offered. The juvibes who have served imprisonment should have access to the
necessary assistance in order to facilitate their social re-integration and to prevent commitment
of new criminal offences.

390. To eliminate the high number of immmed persons, the State Probation Service has
been established and operating as from 1 JarB@d¥¥, entrusted with uioirm coordination of
sentence enforcement that do not imply deprvatf liberty. The Prolison Service shall be
informing the Orphans’ Court about the juvesiteleased from detention and taking steps,
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together with the specialists of different areagatilitate social reintegration of such persons.
The Probation Service shall also work witke ttonditionally sentenced persons to prevent
repeated offences.

Table29

Sentenced juveniles by types of sentence®
(at the age of 14-17 years)

1999 2000 2001 2002
Sentenced persons in total 1795 1797 1754 1794
Including:
Imprisonment 366 382 395 433
Conditional sentence 1319 1244 1 157 1110
Pecuniary penalty 44 30 19 13
Other penalties 9 141 183 188

391. The crimes most popular amongst the young people include larceny (2,367),
hooliganism (247) and robbery (206).

392. ltis important to note that the numbécrimes committed underefinfluence of drug
intoxication has decreased on 2002 by more ¢half. The number of such crimes has
decreased from 132 in 2001 to 64 in 2002. It proves the notable results of preventive steps
addressed to preventing use of drugs.

393. At the same time, according to the inforomatf the State Police, the number of criminal
offences committed by juveniles umdike influence of alcohol toxication has increased. In
2002, the number of registered offences of tyjie was 776, namely, every fourth criminal
offence committed by juvenileavolved alcohol intoxication. 84&otocols have been drawn

up in 2002 by the virtue of Section 181 of heéministrative Offence Code for public use of
alcoholic drinks or otheintoxicating substances.

394. It shows the need for different action$pimative material ad campaigns directed
against the consumption not only of drugs but alsalcohol. Success of such actions depends
on the public support to and paigiation at such processes.

395. At the same time, minors weyermitted to buy alcohol #te stores, and children and
adolescents in such a situattoeat alcohol as a norm. Moreoyd a salesperson refuses to

sell alcohol to a minor, the child can easily fiihelpful” adult to buy alcohol for him/her.

Therefore, public understanding of and approach to this issue is the first step towards limiting the
consumption of alcohol by children and adolescents.

396. The amendments drafted by the SMSACF#hélLaw on Protection of the Rights of the
Child for discussing at the meeting of G&% down a provision on calling to legal account
persons who involve children in consumptioratifoholic drinks. The $&amendments provide
that involvement of a child in the consumptioratfohol includes also the provision of access to
alcoholic drinks or causing the circumstancesannehich alcoholic drinks are freely accessible
to the child.
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397. The number of criminal offences committedueniles who are neither employed nor
attending school has decreased in 2002 (from51i®2001 to 1,568 in 2002), however in some
regions it has increased. Thelaarities of such regions ngsnsible for protection of the
children’s rights should pay more attentioretaployment of the children as well as take
preventive steps in accordance with Section 58, Pafthe Law on Protection of the Rights of
the Child.

398. On 31 October 2002 a new law was passe@ptication of Mandatory Educational
Measures to Children, with scheduled enactment as from 1 January 2005.

399. Though the mandatory educative measshiesld be treated as a progressive method
and the application thereof should increaseptiaetical experience shows the contrary: In 1999,
572 files had been transferredcimurts for application of manttay educative measures, while

in 2000 this number decreased to 311, in 2001 - to 338, and in 2002 it was only 307.

400. In the opinion of the specialists of State ¢&lsuch trend is eventually related to the
excessively complicated case preparation procedure. The issues here include the requirement of
outpatient examination of the child prior to f@awing the case, thus notably complicating the
situation. It is true in partidar in respect of the rural areabkere such examination is often

available only at the regional centre, and grssents serious problems to a number of rural

people. Such circumstances quite often contribute to criminal sentencing of juvenile offenders.
To eliminate the existing situation, it is importantassess whether or not the procedure for
application of the law On the Application Bfandatory Educational Measures to Children

should be simplified.

401. On 20 June 2002, the law Amendments@acdhminal Procedure Code of Latvia was
enacted to amend Section 160 of the Codepaodided for the presence of a pedagogue, a
psychologist or a specialist in psychological waikh children in criminal proceedings during
the interrogation of a withess under the age of émirtyears or, at discretion of the performer of
an inquiry or prosecutor, under sixteen yeakso, Section 152 of th€riminal Procedure Code
provides for interrogation of ayenile during trial in the presea of a legal representative, a
pedagogue or a psychologist.

402. The draft Criminal Procedure Law providesfommoning of juveniles to interrogation
with the mediation or a legal representative or the educational establishment. If the legal
representative is not available, or if any otbiecumstances prevent application of such a
procedure for summoning, the juvenilesianmoned without the said mediation.

1. Adjudication procedure following charges
brought against a child (art. 40)

Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 45 and 46:

The Committee is concerned that the juvenile justice system is not fully in
compliance with the Convention and that the justice system as a whole is not efficient. In
particular, it expressats concern at reports of juvenitéfenders spending long periods
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in pre-trial detention because the justice eysis overloaded. Funer, it expresses its
concern at cases of juvenile offenders kept in adult prison facilities and that there are no
programmes for their rehabilitation and reintegration into society (Recommendation 45).

The Committee recommends that the State party review its law and practices
regarding the juvenile justice system in order to bring it into full compliance with the
Convention, in particulaarticles 37, 40 and 39, as wa#i with other relevant
international standards in this area, such as the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules
for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules) and the United Nations
Guidelines for the Prevention of JuvenileliDbguency (the Riyadh Guidelines), with a
view to ensuring child-friendly practices by police and other levels of the juvenile
justice system and the separation of juveaild adult offenders iprison. In particular,
it reminds the State party that juvenile oifiers should be dealitv without delay and
that pre-trial detention shoultbt be longer than the period prescribed by law and should
be used only as a measure of last resalternative measures to detention should be
used whenever possible. The Committee recommends that the State party incorporate
into its legislation and practices the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of Their Liberty, in particular guarantee them access to effective complaints
procedures covering all aspects of thieatment, and take appropriate rehabilitative
measures to promote the social reintegratif the children involved in the juvenile
justice system.

Finally, the Committee recommends that the State party seek assistance
from, among others, the Office of thikgh Commissioner for Human Rights, the
United Nations Centre for ternational Crime Preventiothe International Network
on Juvenile Justice and UNICEF, througk United Nations Coordination Panel on
Technical Advice and Assistance arvénile Justice (Recommendation 46).

403. The Criminal Law pays particular attenttorthe peculiar persoliges of minors and to
mitigation of accountability for the criminal offences committed by them.

404. The Criminal Procedure Code providddigonal guarantees to minors during the
proceedings, such as mandatory particgratf defence counsel upon adjudicating of the

minor cases (Section 98), presence of legakssprtatives of the juvenile during the trial

(Sections 105, 251), presence of teachers andpkgists during the interrogation of minors
(Section 152), application of specrakans of security measures to minors, such as placing under
supervision of parents (section 81), specialgadeds in respect of the accused minors in
detention (Sections 76, 77), special provisitmrsadjudicating their cases (Section 264).

405. Taking into account the fact that théedéion period depends on the prosecutor, the
institutions subordinated togtDepartment of Fson Facilities are only entrusted with the
implementation of the means of restraint.e inoblem is not only the overburdening of the
justice system but also thadt that the prosecutor applte® mean of restraint without
considering alternatives to dat@®n, with the view to use detention only as the last resort.
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2. Detention asa measure of restraint, and children serving
prison sentences (art. 37 (b)-(d))

406. In accordance with Section 78 of the cuiyespplicable Criminal Procedure Code, the
performer of an inquiry, the prosecutor oe ttourt should promptly notify the education
establishment and the family of the suspect, accused or tried juvenile about the use of detention
as a mean of restraint. Section 122 of then®l Procedure Code provides that the prosecutor

in case of detention of a juvenile should ppiilyy, within 24 hours from detention, notify about

the detention the parents or guardians of thenilere Detention of ayvenile - national of a

foreign country, should be notified to the MinistifyForeign Affairs othe Republic of Latvia.

Table 30

Number of juveniles kept in places of deprivation of
liberty during the pre-trial investigation

As of 1 January 2002 As of 1 September 2003
Total 29 29
Under 6 months 29 28
From 6 months to 1 year 0 1

407. The juvenile offenders are not kept in plafedeprivation of libety together with the
adult offenders. If even juveniles and adults are kept in the same facility (pre-trial detention),
they are kept separately to exclude any contacts between these two categories of offenders.

408. The sentenced juveniles are kegyiarately - in Juvenile Detigon Facility of the city of
Cesis (boys), and in a separate section of ifigclems prison for women (girls).

409. Trans-institutional cooperati has largely resulted in the possibility to engage in
comprehensive education measures in accosldre approved curricula all juveniles in
detention.

410. Before April 2002, the comprehensive ediocameasures were only available to the
girls detained in thelguciems prison and to the boys detained in the facilityeaisGat that
time - about 40% of the total nio@r of detaineguveniles).

411. Since April 2002, comprehensive educati@asures are available to the juveniles
detained in Brasas Prison.pah removal ofgveniles to Masa Prison, the education measures
are continued in this latter facility.

412. Starting from 1 September 2003, the detajneehiles can pursue education in the
facility of Cesis, in Daugavpils Prison and also in LigpPrison.

413. Special child-care establishments aregiesl for keeping the juveniles who have
committed a criminal offence, and sentenced bytdoumandatory educative measures - referral
to education and reformatory institution. There @vo special child-care institutions in Latvia
(education and reformatory facility Strautand education and reformatory facility Naeks.
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414. In case of violence against a juvenile atdhid institutions, the juvenile is entitled to
make a complaint to the prosecutors’ offiee@ccordance with Section 16 of the Law on
Prosecutors’ Office. The proseots’ office has to carry out statutory inspection upon each
complaint received from a person in the juvenile detention centre. The statistic reports make
no distinction between the complaints received from the persons in juvenile reformation
establishments and other complaints.

415. Pursuant to Section 111 of the CrimiRedcedure Code, a victim with minor bodily
injuries caused by intentional actions in the detention facility can make a complaint to the city
(district) court for bringing a criminal action.

416. Also, juveniles have accassconfidential contact with the institutions for protection

of the rights of the child, for example, thBIHRO and the SMSACFA. No complaints have

been received by the LNHRO on infringement & tights of children kept in the juvenile
reformatory facilities. The SMSACFA had received one complaint in 2003 on violence at
juvenile reformatory facility. Following this complaint, the SMSACFA carried out an inspection
to check how the rights of the child were observed. Representative of the LNHRO participated
in the inspection. The inspection includesaymous questioning of children, individual
discussions with children and staff members offéledity, as well as inspection of the internal
standards and documentation a# tacility. The breaches referred to in the complaint were not
established.

417. The CM Regulation No 211 was adopte@d9rApril 2003 Internal Rules of Procedure in
Investigation Prisons prescribing the following conditions for keeping the detained persons: the
minimum space 2,5 m? per one detained person3amntiper person in case of a women or a
juvenile; each detained person has shared lodpeudyclothes and a towel; bath or shower is
available at least every seven days; bedclothes etc. are changed with the same interval. Interna
Rules of Procedure in Investigan Prisons further provide thab restrictions may be imposed

on the contacts with the organizations for protecof human rights, the prosecution office and

the court, as well as the defence counsel.

3. Permissiblecriminal sentencesfor children, in particular the prohibition
of imposing capital punishment and life sentences (art. 37 (a))

418. Section 94 of the Satversme provides thatidation or restricon of personal liberty
may only take place in accordance with the law.

419. In accordance with provisions of the Crimibal, the following types of sentence may

be applied to juveniles: impoament, detention, forced labour, as well as the auxiliary sentences
set forth in the Criminal Law. Imprisonment term in case of a person who has committed a
criminal office at the age underghiteen may not exceed ten years, or fifteen years in case of
particularly grave crime. However in casdesds severe and sevammes not involving

violence or threat of violence, and not resulting in severe consequences, the period of
imprisonment may not exceed five years. Therefore, in accordance with the legislation of
Latvia, a child may not be sentenced to lilzeath sentence was abolished in Latvia in 1996,

and the applicable legislation provides tteath penalty can only be imposed for crimes
committed at the time of war.
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420. A person who has committed a criminal offence before reaching the age of eighteen may
be released on parole, provided that at leastfahthe imposed sentence has been served.
Pecuniary penalty may only be imposed onitlteme-earning juveniles. The amount of

pecuniary penalty imposed on juveniles maygefrom one to fifty minimum monthly wages
applicable in the Republic of Latvia (4,000L (5,979 EUR)). A person who has committed a
criminal offence before reaching the age of eightshall be treated as a non-convicted person

after serving of the sentence.

421. The court may release a juvenile from ithposed sentence and apply the mandatory
educational measures provided for in the lakinginto account the ggific circumstances of

the criminal offence and taking into account tikprit's personality mitigang his/her liability.

The sentence is subject to enforcement, however, if a minor released from sentence fails to meet
the obligations imposed by the court.

422. The available mandatory educational measnobsde referral of a juvenile to education
and reformatory facility or social correction educative establishment - a comprehensive
educational establishment carrying out the samigdedagogical correction curricula, provide
receiving of educational or improvement of theality thereof, and carrying out pedagogic work
in respect of juvenile offenders. The work of #aid education establishments is governed by
the above-mentioned Law on Education includingatheve-stated sections concerning the rights
and obligations of the pedagogue and the student.

C. Exploitation of children
1. Economic exploitation of children, including child labour (art. 32)

423. The National Program for Preventing af frafficking in Human Beings 2004 - 2008
includes accession in 2006 to the Conventibthe International Labour Organization
Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour.

424. Concerning the legal employment relatigmgeniles (persons undéB years) are treated
equally as adults, however, pursuant to thiedust Law in force as from 1 June 2002 and other
legislation of Latvia, certaiprivileges are granted to them concerning the labour protection,
working hours, leaves andhatr employment conditions.

425. Pursuant to Section 7 of the Labour lmrawiding for equality of employees in the

Republic of Latvia, equality is ensured to children in their legal employment relations, regardless
of their race, complexion, gender, age, religiqaditical or other beliefs, national or social

origin, property or familystatus and other conditions.

426. The norms included in Section 37 of tiadour Law prohibit full-time employment of
persons under 15 years or persons less thanak8 garsuing elementary education. The child
may be employed on exceptional basis in cultare sports and advertisement events, provided
that written consent of at least one parenti(@jaa) has been obtained and permission of the
State Labour Inspectorate has been receivedpivided that such employment does not harm
the child’s safety, health, morality and developimand that it does notgvent education of the
child. The procedure for granting permissions t@kyment of the child in culture, art, sports
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and advertisement events, and the applicablgashs concerning the employment conditions

and employment terms is determined by@. Children over 13 years may be employed, on
exceptional extra-curricular basis for easy work not harmful to the child’s safety, health, morality
and development, subject to written consent of one parent (guardian). The permissible areas of
employment of the children over 13 years are determined by the CM.

427. Section 37 of the Labour Law emphasizegptbaibition to employ adolescents, namely,
persons at the age of 15 to 18 years, in specmlittons involving increased risk to their safety,
health, morality and development. The prohibideeas of employment of adolescents and the
exceptions related to professal education of the adolestame determined by the CM.

428. Section 37 of the Labour Law further provitiest the employer is obliged to inform a
parent (guardian) of the child/adolescent altbatestimated risk ddbour environment and
labour protection measures at the given waglplace, prior to concluding employment
agreement. Further, employment of paisless than 18 years is conditional upon prior
medical examination and regular mandatory medical examination of such persons until they
reach 18 years of age.

429. Section 132 of the Labour Law provides farglerter working hours in case of persons
who have reached 13 years, stipulating thattiaximum employment time of such persons is
two hours per day and 10 hours per week duriegattademic year, and four hours per day and
20 days per week during the school holidays, respagtivn case of adolescents, i.e. persons at
the age from 15 to 18 years, the maximum @yplent time is seven haiper day and 35 hours
per week. Further, the Labour Law prohiliitght-time and overtime eployment and holiday
employment of persons less than 18 years.

430. If the employer breaches provisionsh& Labour Law concerning employment of

children, the State Labour Inspectorate is entitbeidnpose administrative penalty in accordance
with Section 41, Part One of the Administrat®&ence Code. The said provision provides that

the State Labour Inspectorate can impose pecuniary penalty for up to 250 LVL (374 EUR) on the
employer/official for the breach of the Labour Law or the Labour Protection Law, or any other
legal provision regulatinthe concerned matters.

2. Addiction to narcotic and psychotropic substances (art. 33)

431. For more information on the number of chifdegldicted to psychoactive substances, see
paragraphs 307, 309, Section Health and Welfue;section Healtand Health Services.

432. For more information on the planning of long-term policy designed to reduce smoking
and the use and distribution of alcohol, narcatd toxic substances, see paragraphs 13 - 15,
Section General Measures for the Implemeatatif the Convention, subsection The Applicable
Legislation.

433. For more information on the training of sjpdists to work with children addicted to
alcohol, narcotic, psychotropand other intoxicating substances, see paragraphs 48, 50, 52,
Section General Measures for the Implemgoaof the Convention, subsection Institutional
Structure for the Protection of the Rights of the Child.
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434. With respect to the planned measurssgded to ensure the improvement of the
children’s health through the elingition of distribution of alcoHsm and addiction to drugs and
other addictive substances, see paragraphs2283291, Section Health and Welfare, subsection
Health and Health Services.

435. For more information on the national progralasigned to ensure social rehabilitation of
the children addicted to narcotic, toxicaiher intoxicating substances, see paragraph 312,
Section Health and Welfare, subsectiori8loSecurity and Services for Children.

436. For more information on the crimirafences committed by juveniles under the
influence of alcohol or drug intoxicatiorees paragraphs 395 - 399, Section Special Protection
Measures, subsection Children in Conflict with the Law.

3. Sexual exploitation, child abduction, illegal trafficking (arts. 34 and 35)
Concerning the Committee Recommendations No 47 and 48:

The Committee notes with concern that prostitution is rapidly spreading among
minors and that the only rehabilitation programmes available are short term
(Recommendation 47).

The Committee recommends that the State party implement the National
Programme for the Prevention of SexWalence for 2000-2004, in particular its
rehabilitation and reintegration aspects. Further, it recommends that the State party its
scope and causes and to depgrogrammes for monitoring the problem and to prevent
and combat it, taking into account the Ada for Action adopted at the World Congress
against Commercial Sexual Exploitation ofildren. In particular, it encourages the
State party to prevent the criminalization and stigmatisation of the victims
(Recommendation 48).

437. In May 2002, the Saeima amended Sections 46d.154. of the Criminal Law to

enable Latvia to accede to the Protocol to EneévSuppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementine UN Convention Against Trans-national
Organized Crime. The maximum punishment fafficking in minor persons is 15 years of
imprisonment.

438. While pursuing the accession to the EaespUnion, the Republic of Latvia had to
coordinate the legislation amal introduce the corresponding clgas to provide an efficient,
crime-commensurate mechanism of punishinie prevent commitment of crimes.

439. The legislation currently applicabletive Republic of Latvia meet the above

requirements and ensure calling to criminal liability persons engaged in the trafficking in human
beings or supporting their sexual exploitatiemen with the consent of such persons. The
legislation is efficient in paicular concerning the involvemeof minors in the commercial

sexual industry. The amendments to legistadopted in 2000 resulted in rapid decrease of the
number of minors involved in pstitution and brought abroad.
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440. According to the analytical informationthé disposal of police, more than a hundred
adult women go voluntarily to the European costevery month to engage in prostitution.
The number of recruited minors has decreaspidisabecause since the introduction of more
severe sentences for the invatvent of minors in prostitution both in Latvia and abroad the
criminals do not take the risk of long-term sentences, while the recruiting and exploitation of
adults on voluntary basis is subject to ratanbolic punishments in a number of countries.

441. Since the enactment of Section&5the Criminal Law (Sending a person to sexual
exploitation) as from 15 June 2000, the StatéecBdas initiated 32 criminal actions including
three cases involving minots.

442. In recent years the police has been suadbssfvestigating newtypes of crime in a

number of countries worldwide, such as smxism, for example. To this end, cooperation
between the police of Sweden and of Latviararestigation of two criminal cases in the two
countries in 2000 can be mentioned as thé dinsl very successful example of cooperatfon.

443. In 2001 and 2002, two citizens of the USA waetained in Latvia for actions qualified
as sex tourism in accordance with the Pale@uoovention. One of these persons had been
sentenced to 5 years of imprisonment, wttike trial of another person is pending.

444. The total number of criminal cases inéthsince 2000 pursuant to the Section' 185
the Criminal Law Sending of a person to sexaxloitation is 32, including 13 criminal cases
in 2002. The recent court judgments show thatjudges understand the severity of such
crimes.

445. In November 2003 the CM approved theéiddeal Programme for the Prevention of
Sexual Violence 2000-2004 drafted by the M®he Program included the following main
courses of aabin and objectives:

e Bringing in compliance the legislation of the Republic of Latvia with the
recommendations and requiremeof UN, EU, EC, Europand other international
institutions dealing with the preventiontoafficking in human beings. The Program
includes the list of legislative acts to bearded in order to achieve their conformity
with the requirements of the international legal instruments in the area of prevention
of trafficking in human beings;

e Informative analytical work, the task of law enforcement authorities to eliminate the
effect of criminal processe® detect and neutralizeganized groups and criminal
corporations, to bring actions againgrthand to ensure sentencing of their
participants; to analyze and summarize the international experience in preventive
work with the risk groups (children fromphranages, boarding schools, crisis centres,
homes of various kinds) and to use sagperience in the practical work. The
Program sets forth specific actions to be taken by the ministries and the government
authorities and the actions required to establish a coordinated system for combating
trafficking in human beings;
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¢ In the area of education - to ensureitifermation and edud¢@an of public about
the issues of trafficking in human beings. The Program envisages the development
of training system for the officials of law enforcement authorities, education
establishments and social workers aboatigisues of prevention of trafficking in
human beings; to develop and introducepeehensive educational and informative
preventive education of the youth about tfadficking in human beings. The study
project on prevention of trafficking in huan beings shall commence in 2005 at the
instruction of government institutions as a priority;

e Supporting services to the victims of traking in human beings (rehabilitation) - to
ensure social integration of the victims of trafficking in human beings by means of
inter-institutionally coordinatedocial support services. The intention is to establish
a shelter for accommodation of the victims of trafficking in human beings after their
return to Latvia. The Law on Social Sees and Social Assistance shall govern the
granting of funds required for social refiahtion of the victims of trafficking in
human beings.

446. Other actions have been take addition to the drafting of the above-stated National
Program to prevent and combat the traffickimpuman beings. In early 2003 the Vice Squad,

for example, in cooperation with the IOM ati MW organized an information campaign on

the main aspects of trafficking in human beings. The target audience of this campaign was the
main risk group - the graduates of secondary @ishaSuch information campaign was organized
also in cooperation with éhYouth Centre of Latvia.

447. For information on abuse, including sexafalise of children, see the Chapter Family
Environment and Alternative @& Section Abuse and Neglect of the Child, Social and
Psychological Rehabilitation.

D. Children belonging to national minoritiesor indigenous people (art. 30)

448. Section 94 of the Satversme provides thatidgtion or restricon of personal liberty
may only take place in accordance with the law.

Education
Referring to the Committee Recommendations No 51 and 52:

The Committee notes with concern tha Bducation Law of 1998 foresees that,
as of 2004, all State-fundsdhools will provide secondagducation in Latvian only,
while bilingual education will be available only until 9th grade. Further, it notes the slow
pace of the National Programme for Integration of Society in Latvia, owing in particular
to a lack of funding. (Recommendation 51).

The Committee encourages the State party to ensure that children belonging to
minorities can also use their own languagsecondary education, in accordance with
articles 29 and 30 of the Convention. Furtlteencourages the enforcement of the
integration process, in gaoular at community level, and the provision of more
information about the process. (Recommendation 52).
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449. Pursuant to the Education Law, educadibstate and localoyernment educational
establishments is provided inti&an, while education in othem{nority) languages is available
in private educational establishments as well as the state and local government educational
establishments with special curricula.

450. The information provided by the MES shows that the number of educational
establishments with Russian language sefrirction has decreased in 2002/2003 academic year,
compared to the previous two academic years. It may be explained by the overall demographic
situation - the total number of school childremlécreasing. The latter is also a reason for
decrease in the number of educational establisteweth Latvian language of instruction. The
number of other minority schoalemains unchanged. The numbéstudents in the Polish,
Ukrainian, Belorussian, Lithugan and Hebrew schools has slightly increased in 2002/2003
academic year. Also, the number of studentRoma classes has increased from 155

in 2001/2002 academic year to 178 in 2002/2003 academic year.

451. Education is provided in Latvian at dP@ish school (377 studes)t one Lithuanian
school (182 students), one Estonian school (LB&esits) and to 178 Ronséudents. Education
is provided in Russian at twéebrew schools (to 377 students).

Table3l

The number of educational establishments
and students with minority language™®

Schools by 2000/2001 academic year 20012002 academic year 2002/2003 academic year
language of Educational Students | Educational | Students Educational | Students
instruction establishments establishments establishments

Russian 177 96 053 173 89 874 164 83 43
Polish 6 1272 6 1319 6 1380
Ukrainian 1 302 1 306 1 307
Belorussian 1 64 1 68 1 87
Lithuanian 1 116 1 145 1 182
Estonian schoo 1 119 1 131 1 132
Hebrew 2 326 2 355 2 377
Roma classes 132 155 178

452. On 5 February 2004 the Saeima ameéitide Education Law providing that

“from 1 September 2004, education at the statdlocal government comprehensive secondary
education establishments implementing the niiwaurricula shall provide education in the
official state language, starting from the 9th grade, in accordance with the state standard of
comprehensive secondary education; educatitimeagtate and municipprofessional education
establishments shall be provided in the offistalte language, starting from the first year, in
accordance with the state standard of vocatiedatation or the state standard of professional
secondary education. The state standambofprehensive secondary education, the state
standard of vocational eduaati and the state standard obfessional secondary education
provides that learning of the ethtion contents is provided in thfficial state language to the
extent of at least three fifths of the totatrazular load including foreign language lessons; it
provides education of theontents related to the languagntity and culture of the national
minority in the minority language.”
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453. The education reform as a whole, desigogdach 60% of disciplines at the secondary
schools for national minorities indtofficial language and 40% dfsciplines in the minority
language, complies with the intational standards. It shoub@ taken into account that the
international standards of human rights concerning the minorities only set forth the minimum to
be complied with by the State pias; also, concerning education, no detailed answer is given as
to whether children belonging to minoritieg amtitled to receive education in their own

language or to learn their own languag®r example, Section 1 of the OSCE Hague
recommendations of 1996 provides: “the rights of persons belonging to national minorities to
maintain their identity can only be fully realizédhey acquire a proper knowledge of their

mother tongue during the educational process. At the same time, persons belonging to national
minorities have a responsibility to integrateithe wider national society through the

acquisition of a proper knowledge of the State language”.

454. A number of international human rigxperts have acknowledged that the

education reform complies with the international standards. For example, Rolf Ekeus, the
High Commissioner on National Krities, acknowledged during his visit in spring 2003 that
the reform complies with the internationalredards of protection of the rights of minorities.

455. Also, the Committee on Foreign Affairs,ian Rights, Common Security and Defence
Policy of the European Parliament notedtsndraft report of 15 January 2004 On the
comprehensive monitoring report of the Euramp&ommission on the state of preparedness for
EU membership of the Czech Republic, Esto@igprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta,
Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia noted that “tlggslation on citizenshiganguage and education
complies with the international standards”. Active work is currently taking place to clarify the
essence of the education reform and to libgve dialogue betweall parties concerned.

456. The National Program Social Integratiohatvia developed in 2001 defines the
following objectives of education:

e To ensure acquisition of Latvian language knowledge to the extent providing free
communication in Latvian by all inhabitanof Latvia, and the young generation in
particular;

e To develop the education system as the nmatrument for the formation of values
of civic society, tolerance and political culture of the young generation;

e To ensure the development and impleragah of the minori education programs
corresponding with the above-listed oltjees and concurrently facilitating the
maintenance of identity of the national minorities and their integration into the society
of Latvia.

457. The Program offers the following cowss# action for achievement of the above
objectives:

e Development of national mority education programsThe national minority
program should include the developmehbptional curriculum related to the
learning of culture, history, traditiomsd language of the respective national
minority. This part of curricula can takiee form of either individual disciplines or
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integrated inter-disciplinary topics, ancthpplicable statutory documentation should
be developed for this part of the education contents. Other possibilities of the
education programs, such as educatidduatday schools, for example, should find
wider application;

Inter-culture educatianimplementation of both the national minority education
programs and any other comprehensivecatian programs should take into account
the inter-culture education, and the learnimgcess should emphasize the context of
Latvia, the values of civic society adémocratic communication. The education
programs should both cover diféat opinions and reflect the reality of the modern
society of Latvia in its entire complexity;

Conceptual and contentual dey@inent of civic education progranSummarizing

of the experience of the most activéi@ols and pedagogues to develop the civic
education norms acceptable to the modern society; promotion of the participation of
children and youth in the identification asdlution of problems at the school, local
government and the whole society;

Ensuring patrticipation of the national minoritieBromoting partipation of national
minorities in the development and improvement of curricula to facilitate the
development of democraticlsgovernance structures at schools. Developing the
skills of representative democracy withine scope of civic education, and reaching
the agreement on formalized participation if necessary.

Theright to maintain the person’s own culture

458. The dialogue between different national cuftusepromoted in Latvia - minority culture
events take place on a regular basis wiétticipation of bottthildren and adults:

The international folklore festival Balticatise largest event in the area of traditional
culture. The festival covers all Baltic States, and its target audience includes
representatives of all generations and défifemations. The purpose of the festival is
to introduce the inhabitants of Latvia witte traditional Latvian culture as well as
the culture values of other nations. eféfore, a dialogue between cultures of
different nations, formation of mutual todéece and cooperation, assential factors

to development of the integrationogess in Latvia is being promoted;

The international folk dance festival Sudmas is listed in the official calendar of

the Council for the International FolkloFestivals and Traditional Arts (CIFFTA),

and it has been highly appreciated by the international society. The festival reflects
not only the peculiarities of traditional danof different nations but also their

modern expressions. This festival is adsmed at the formation of cultural dialogue,
promotion of more activewolvement of natinal minorities in the amateur activities
and the cultural life of Latvia as a whole. The festival also contributes to the
understanding by Latvians of the cultuvalues of othenational minorities in

Latvia,;
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e Daugavpils International Mask Festival. Until present, the festival in Daugavpils has
been organized with the emphasis of the local traditions AénimyMeteani) and
Madenica. Now, there is the intention to expand the activities of the festival through
cooperation with other regions bétvia and foreign countries. Daugavpils is an ideal
location for embodying and continuationtbé mask procession tradition, due to its
versatile national composition (34 represented nations) since these traditions are
common to and celebrated by a number of nationalities represented in Daugavpils.
The festival is directed to the identification of the basic traditions (development of
methodical material, semingteparation to competitionimprovement of traditions
and their tailoring to the present culture situation. The Festival is going to join the
CIFFTA organization. Therefore, the reprasg¢ines of the CIFFTAhall be invited
to the festival in the status of observers to assess the compliance of the festival with
the CIFFTA requirements (a festival lasting three days, with participation with at
least four or five foreign groups; orgamgef the festival bear the accommodation
costs of the guest groups extdpeir travelling expenses);

e The traditional Festival of Singing is a complex event. It includes the development of
methodical material, organizati of training and the actual fest. It provides more
wholesome understanding of the typicgnner of traditional songs and the
principles of sound development in varigegions of Latvia, as well as it ensures
collection of culture historical inforation about maintenance of traditions.

Identification and preservation of the tradital manner of singing is improved at the
ethnographic ensembles and the qualitseproduction thereof by the folklore

clusters. The traditional singing and therefore the entire traditional culture finds more
appreciation is the modern society as wdlhe invited foreign performers, groups

and specialists provide comparative insight into the singing traditions of other
countries, thus providing valuable informatimnother participants of the festival and

to the visitors.

459. At present, about 150 national minority cultsweieties are operating in Latvia. Their
activities also involve children.

460. Regular support is provided to the perforogaof Riga Theatre of Russian Drama,
Daugavpils Theatre and the Russian troupe ®fState Puppet Theatre. About 25% of the total
state donation allocated from the overall incomthéatres is annually used for this purpose. In
line with the theatres receiving regular supan the state budget, there are also operating
independent private theatres and theatre grstgggng their shows in Russian, such as the
Russian Youth Theatre, for example. Sudkatres and troupes are enttiend have access to
funding from the state funds. Drama societiessoperating at the natial minority schools, and
the school theatre festival The Russian Classitaking place every year with the financial
support of the Culture Capital Fund.

461. Traditionally, the libraries in Latvia haleen including the books and other editions in
the languages of national minorities in Latvia into their stock. The historical development has
lead to the situation where the prevailing net weight has been represented, in line with the
literature published in Latvian, by the editiondRuossian, and at present they amount to 40-45%
of the total library stock. Libraries in the areas bordering in Lithuania provide wider range of
books in Lithuanian, in those bordering in Estonin Estonian, and the regions bordering in
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Russia - in Russian. The inhabitants of Rigeehaccess to the editions in different languages
at the specialized public libraries - the Library of Foreign Literature, the Library of Nordic
Literature. The books in Modern Hebrew aom@entrated in the Library of Riga Community
of Hebrews, and the books in other langes(English, French, German, Swedish, Danish)
represent about 10% tfe total library stock.

Freedom of religion

462. As mentioned earlier in the Report, thevlan Religious Organizations guarantees the
freedom of religious beliefs as well as thghti of parents to bring up their children in
accordance with their own religious beliefs.

463. Pursuant to the Law on Religious Organizations, religious teaching typical to the
concerned national minority may peovided at the state and local government national minority
schools in accordance with the procedure deterntiyetie MES, at discretion of the students
and their parents/guardians.

Notes

! Exchange rate of the Bank Iofitvia on 22 March 2004 1 EUR=0.669 LS.

2 The Working Group chose the title Pubfdvocate for the future Ombudsperson-type
institution in Latvia.

% For definition of the terrfjuvenile”, see Paragph 64, Section “Definition of the Child”.
* Source: CSD.
> Source: CSD.

% Source: CSD.

" Source: MES.

® Source: MES.
® Source: CSD.
1% source: CSD.
1 Source: CSD.
2 source: CSD.
3 Source: SMSACFA.

1% Source: MW.
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15 sources MES.

' source: Public Health Agency.

" Source: Health Statistics and Meine Technologies Agency.

8 Source: Health Statistics and Méine Technologies Agency.

1% shurce: CSD.

% Source of data: Health Statistics and Mécine Technologies Agency.

2L The rate of the Bank of Latvon 22 March 2004 1 EUR=0.669 LVL.
22 The rate of the Bank of Latvon 22 March 2004 1 EUR=0.669 LVL.

2 The rate of the Bank of Latvon 22 March 2004 1 EUR=0.669 LVL.

% Source: CSD, research of household budget.

% Rate of the Bank of Laikx on 22 March 2004 1 EUR=0.669 LVL.
% MES data as of 15.09.2003.

27 MES data as of 15.09.2003.

% Source of data: Ministry of Education and Science.

2 source; CSD.

% source; CSD.

3L |n March 2001, the officers of the Vice Squadught a criminal action for sending of people

for the purpose of sexual exploitation, and detdim Riga a criminal group of five persons
engaged in supply of false documents to sending of young women, including minor, to
Germany. All except one detained person hahlpreviously convicted. In this case, the
Police managed to prevent the supply with faldiiecuments to and sending of two minor girls
(12 and 15 years old) to Germany for work in brtsghdt was established that prior to the given
episode the same group of persons had séaéetmany a group of women including a 17 years
old girl. The court sentenced the culprit8tand 13 years of imprisonment, respectively.

% In May 2000 a national of Sweden was detained in Sweden as a suspect for sexual
exploitation of children, and an amateur \dsot in 1998 was found in his house. The

Swedish policemen who were investigating the eots of the videotapdentified two nationals

of Sweden who were taking profligate actionswo boys, 10 to 14 years old, in an unidentified
flat in Riga together with once citizen of Latvia and one adolescent. Since the detained person
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refused to identify the two nationals of Latg@en on the video, the police of Sweden applied

for assistance to the law enforcement authorities of Latvia and provided them with a copy of the
said videotape. The officers thfe Vice Squad of Drug Combating Office identified most of the
residents of Latvia seen on the tape, detained the adult citizen of Latvia charging him for
profligate actions against minors and involvemanhinors in the screening of pornographic
material. Video copies of the testimoniesoth the sexually abused children, the adolescent

and the adult were given at disposal of the palicBweden. All the culprits were sentenced to
imprisonment, in particular, Latvian culprit was sentenced in Latvia to 8 years of imprisonment.

3 Source: MES.



