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1. The Committee considered the initial report of the Czech Republic
(CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11) at its 411th to 413th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 411-413), held
on 30 Septenber and 1 Cctober 1997 and adopted* the foll ow ng concluding
observations:

A. | nt r oducti on

2. The Committee wel conmes the initial report and witten answers to the
list of issues (CRC/C/Q CZE/1) submitted by the State party. The Committee
expresses its satisfaction at the additional information provided by the State
party in the course of the dialogue with the Commttee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated, in a self-critical manner

not only the policy and programe directions, but also the difficulties
encountered in inplenenting the Convention. The Committee al so acknow edges
the fact that the presence of a nmultidisciplinary delegation directly involved
in the inplenmentation of the Convention in the Czech Republic enabled it to
engage in a fruitful and constructive dial ogue.

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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B. Positive aspects

3. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that the State party is currently
carrying out a conprehensive |law reformand wel cones the initiatives
undertaken by the State party to further the protection of the famly and
children by drafting new | egislation, such as the proposed Law on Soci a

and Legal Protection of Children, and proposi ng anendnents to existing

 egi slation, including the Law on the Fam |y, the Crimnminal Code and the Code
of Crimnal Procedures.

4, The Committee views positively the initiating by the State party of a
trai ning programme for judges, the police, and several government officials
dealing with children's rights in order to increase their awareness about the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

5. The Committee wel cones the initiative of the State party to establish a
“Crisis Line for Children”, which provides children with a neans to report
cases of sexual abuse and donestic viol ence.

6. The Committee notes with appreciation the |ongstandi ng achi evenents of
the State party in the areas of education and nedical care and wel comes its
conmitnment to nmintain these high standards.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

7. The Committee acknow edges that the State party has had to face
econom c, social and political challenges during the past few years. It
notes that the transition to a market econony has led to increased rates of
unenmpl oynent, poverty and other social problenms, and has had a serious inpact
on the welfare of the population, in particular on all vul nerable groups,

i ncl udi ng children.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the openness of the State party towards the
possibility of reviewing its reservation to article 7, paragraph 1, of the
Convention, the Comrittee renains concerned that this reservation mght inpede
the full inplenentation of the Convention

9. The Conmittee is concerned at the lack of an integrated strategy for
children as well as of a systematic nechanismto nonitor progress in al
areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children in
urban and rural areas, especially those affected by the consequences of
econom c transition

10. The Committee is concerned about the need to strengthen the State
party's limted capacity to devel op specific disaggregated indicators to
eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of existing policies on al
children, in particular children belonging to mnority groups.
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11. VWile noting with satisfaction the existence of government bodies
dealing with the welfare of children at the national and |ocal levels, the
Conmittee neverthel ess expresses its concern that the coordinati on anong them
needs to be inproved in order to devel op a conprehensive approach to the

i npl enentati on of the Convention

12. The Committee expresses its concern at inadequate coordination and
conmuni cati on nmechani sms between the Government and the non-government a
organi zations dealing with children' s issues.

13. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the views of the child), are not
being fully integrated into the legislative policies and programres rel evant
to children, in particular in relation to children belonging to vul nerable
categories such as children belonging to mnorities, children with
disabilities, children in institutions or deprived of |iberty, children
ill-treated and abused within the famly, children who are victinms of sexua
expl oitation, and children who Iive and/or work on the streets.

14. The Conmittee is concerned that sufficient neasures have not been taken
to dissem nate and rai se awareness about the principles and provisions of the
Convention in all parts of society, anong children and adults alike, in
conformty with article 42 of the Convention

15. The Committee is concerned that no adequate neasures have been taken to
prevent and conbat all forns of discrimnatory practices against children

bel onging to mnorities, including Roma children, and to ensure their ful
access to health, education and other social services. The Committee is
concerned that the principles and provisions of the Convention are not fully
respected as regards Ronma children, in particular those who are in detention
or otherwi se institutionalized.

16. Whi | e acknow edgi ng recent | egal neasures to resolve the situation of
children, especially those placed in institutions or in foster hones, who were
not registered for |awful permanent residence and were thereby denied the
right to citizenship, the Commttee renai ns concerned at the fact that
children and care takers in such situations are not sufficiently infornmed
about the procedures for applying for citizenship.

17. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned
that sufficient nmechani sms do not exist to protect children fromharnfu
i nformation, including viol ence and pornography in the nedia.

18. The Committee is concerned that corporal punishnent is still used by
parents and that internal school regulations do not contain provisions
explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment, in conformty with articles 3, 19
and 28 of the Convention.

19. The Comrittee is worried about the increasing problenms of environmenta
degradation in the State party, which have a harnful inmpact on the health of
chi | dren.
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20. In regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the Conmittee
expresses its concern at the insufficient nmeasures taken by the State party to
ensure effective access of these children to health, education and socia
services, and to facilitate their full inclusion into society. The Conmittee
is also concerned about the small nunber of well-trained professionals dealing
wi th di sabl ed children.

21. The Committee is concerned about the insufficiency of the neasures
taken to tackle issues of reproductive health and the incidence of early
pregnanci es.

22. The Conmittee expresses its concern that the nmeasures, including |ega
ones, being taken to address the problenms of child abuse, including sexua
abuse within the famly, and the sale and trafficking of children, child
prostitution and child pornography are insufficient. The Commttee is

al so concerned that, as referred to in the report of the Special Rapporteur
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 95/ Add. 1), the State party nay serve as a transit country

for the trafficking of children.

23. The Committee expresses its concern at the phenonmenon of children
wor ki ng and/or living on the street, and at the inadequate nmeasures taken to
tackle this issue.

24, The Committee expresses its concern at the rising incidence of gambling
addi ction, al cohol consunption and drug abuse anmong children and the
i nsufficient preventive neasures taken by the State party.

25. The system of the adnministration of juvenile justice, and in particul ar
its compatibility with articles 37, 39, and 40 of the Convention and with

ot her relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, is a matter of concern to the Cormittee. The Comittee remains
particularly worried, inter alia, about the rights of the child to | ega

assi stance and judicial review, that deprivation of liberty is not used only
as a neasure of last resort, and about the stigmatization of the npst

vul nerabl e categories of children, including those belonging to the Roma
mnority.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

26. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action of 1993,
the Committee encourages the State party to review its reservation to
article 7, paragraph 1, of the Convention

27. The Conmittee takes note that a National Plan of Action has been drafted
and encourages the State party to follow all the necessary steps to inplenent
it. The Conmittee also recomrends that the State party strengthen

coordi nati on between the various governnental nechanisnms involved in
children's rights, at both the national and |local levels, with a viewto

devel opi ng a conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective
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eval uation of the inplenentation. Mreover, the Committee encourages the
State party to continue and strengthen its efforts to develop a cl ose
partnership with non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

28. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue its consideration of
the establishnment of an independent mechanismto nonitor the observance of
children's rights, such as an Onbudsperson or a National Comm ssion for
Children’'s Rights.

29. The Committee reconmends that the State party give priority attention to
the identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such nechanisnms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children, and in evaluating progress achieved and difficulties hanpering
the realization of children’s rights. They can be used as a basis for

desi gning programmes to inmprove the situation of children, particularly the
nost di sadvant aged, including children belonging to mnorities, children with
disabilities, children ill-treated and abused within the famly, children in
institutions or deprived of liberty, children who are victinms of sexua

expl oitation and children who |live and/or work on the streets.

30. The Conmittee recommends that further efforts be nade to ensure that
national |laws conformfully with the Convention, having due regard to the
principles of the best interests of the child, non-discrimnation, respect for
the views of the child, and his or her right to participate in famly, school
other institutions and social life.

31. The Conmittee recommends that consideration be given to incorporating
the Convention in the curricula of all educational institutions and that
appropriate neasures be taken to facilitate access by children to information
on their rights. The Comrittee al so suggests that the State party direct
further efforts to providing conprehensive training programres for

prof essi onal groups working with and for children such as judges, |awers,

| aw enf orcement personnel, arny officials, teachers, school admnistrators,
soci al workers, and personnel of child-care institutions.

32. The Committee reconmends that the State party undertake major efforts to
devel op awar eness-rai sing canpai gns ai ned at reducing discrimnatory practices
agai nst the Roma popul ati on and shoul d envi sage speci al programes to inprove
the standard of |iving, education and health of Roma children

33. The Committee reconmends that the State party take further neasures in
accordance with article 7, paragraph 2, of the Convention, including nmeasures
to facilitate applications for citizenship, so as to resolve the situation of
statel ess children, especially those placed in institutions. The Conmttee
al so suggests that the State party consider acceding to the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons and the 1961 Convention on the
Reducti on of Statel essness.

34. The Committee reconmends that the State party envi sage plans to adopt
reproductive health nmeasures designed to reduce the incidence of pregnancies
anong teenage girls and strengthen its informati on and preventi on programres
to conbat HI V/ AIDS and ot her sexually transmtted di seases (STD). The
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Committee al so recommends that the State party take adequate neasures,

i ncl udi ng awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns and the provision of support services to
needy famlies, in order to prevent the abandonnment of children and to protect
poor single nmothers fromchild traffickers.

35. The Committee reconmends that further measures to protect children from
abuse and mal treatment be undertaken, in particular through the devel opment of
a wi despread public information canpaign for the prevention of corpora

puni shment at home, at school, and in other institutions.

36. The Committee wel conmes the intention of the State party to accede to the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of

I ntercountry Adoption and recommends that appropriate steps be taken to ensure
its entry into force.

37. In regard to children with disabilities, the Committee reconmends
that the State party develop early identification programres to prevent
disabilities, inplement alternative neasures to the institutionalization of
di sabl ed children, and envi sage awareness-rai si ng campai gns to reduce

di scrimnation agai nst disabled children and encourage their inclusion into
soci ety.

38. The Committee reconmends that the State party undertake nore
conprehensi ve research on the possible effects of environnental pollution on
the health of children

39. The Committee suggests that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study of child abuse and ill-treatnment in the famly. The Committee al so
recommends reinforcing its policies and progranmes to prevent and conbat al
forms of sexual abuse, including donestic violence and incest. As regards
sexual exploitation of children, the Conmittee encourages the State party to
take into consideration the recommendati ons of the 1996 Stockhol m Congress
agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, as well as those of the
Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nogr aphy.

40. The Conmittee encourages the State party to envisage ratifying

I LO Convention No. 138, regulating the mninmm age for access to enpl oynment.
Furthernmore, in view of the increasing phenonenon of children living and/or
wor king on the street, it recommends that efforts be strengthened to provide
soci al support to such children

41. The Committee reconmends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to the right of children to
pronpt access to | egal assistance. Training programes on the rel evant

i nternati onal standards should be organized for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system and specialized courts should be established.
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42. Finally, the Committee recommends that, in the light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the report be published, along with the rel evant summary records and
t he concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee. Such a docunent
shoul d be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnmenta

or gani zati ons.



