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1 The Committee considered the initia report of Solomon Islands (CRC/C/51/Add.6) at
its 873rd to 874th meetings (CRC/C/SR.873 and 874), held on 26 May 2003, and adopted at
the 889th meeting (CRC/C/SR.889), held on 6 June 2003, the following concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’s frank and informative
initial report and the very informative written replies to itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/SOL/1). The
Committee also welcomes the high-level delegation and the constructive dialogue that took
place.

B. Positivefactors

3. The Committee notes with appreciation the State party’ s efforts to implement the
Convention, especially with regard to:

@ Progress made in reducing infant mortality and expanding immunization
coverage,

(b) The establishment of the National Advisory Committee on Children (NACC) and
the recent appointment of a child desk officer;
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(© The increase in access to primary education, which has been growing at a steady
pace; and

(d) Technical cooperation undertaken with international NGOs and United Nations
agencies and bodies, including UNICEF and OHCHR.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the
implementation of the Convention

4. The Committee recognizes the serious difficulties facing the State party, namely the
recent civil strife, severe economic constraints, including poverty and unemployment,
vulnerability to natural disasters, and the fact that the country is made up of many islands, some
very remote, and that its people speak at least 87 local languages and dialects.

D. Principal subjectsof concern, suggestions and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
Legidation

5. The Committee notes that a child rights bill is being drafted in order to bring legislation
into line with the provisions and principles of the Convention, as well as ahill for the protection
of children, but is concerned that these bills and other draft laws concerning child rights have
long been awaiting enactment.

6. The Committee recommendsthat:

(@ The State party strengthen the mechanisms required to harmonizeits
constitutional provisionsand its domestic and customary legislation with the provisions
and principles of the Convention as soon as possible;

(b)  Thechild rightsbill and the child protection bill be made compatible with
the provisions and principles of the Convention and adopted by Parliament asa matter of
priority.

Coordination

7. The Committee is encouraged by the establishment in 1993 of the NACC and the
Child Desk in 2003, but remains concerned about its effectiveness in coordinating the
implementation process of the Convention, also between the central and local levels.

8. The Committee recommendsthat the State party continueto strengthen and
support the NACC with sufficient human and financial resour ces and empower it to carry
out its coordinating and implementing duties.

Independent monitoring structures

9. The Committee notes the existence of an ombudsman but is concerned that this entity has
neither the expertise nor the mandate, nor the human and financial resources, to receive,
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investigate and respond to individual complaints about violations of children’s rights either
within the Ombudsman’ s Office or separately.

10. The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Establish an independent and effective mechanism, within an institution for
the promotion and protection of human rights, established according to the Paris
Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex) and taking into account the
Committee’ sgeneral comment No. 2 on therole of national human rightsinstitutions,
making surethat it is provided with adequate human and financial resourcesand that it is
easily accessibleto children, with the mandate:

(1) To monitor theimplementation of the Convention;

(i) To deal with complaints from children in a child-sensitive and
expeditious manner;

(iii) To provide remediesfor violations of their rightsunder the
Convention; and

(b)  Consider seeking further technical assistancein thisregard from, among
others, UNICEF, OHCHR and other competent bodies.

National plan of action

11.  The Committee is concerned that the State party does not have a national plan of action
for the Convention’ s implementation and that the State party does not have a clear and
comprehensive child rights policy.

12. The Committee recommendsthat the State party take action to develop a national
policy on theimplementation of the Convention, incor por ating the outcome document of
the General Assembly special session on children held in May 2002, “ A world fit for
children”, and seek assistance from, among others, UNICEF.

Resourcesfor children

13.  The Committee notes that at the time the State party report was written (2000), education
and health services were receiving the largest and second-largest allocations from the national
budget, but that since then funds have been diverted from these sectors to the point where some
schools and hospitals have had to shut down. The Committee is also concerned that in light of
article 4 of the Convention, not enough attention has been paid to allocating budgetary resources
“to the maximum extent of ... available resources’ for the implementation of the Convention.

14.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party pay particular attention to the full
implementation of article 4 of the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations so asto
ensure implementation of the economic, social and cultural rights of children, in particular
children belonging to economically and geographically disadvantaged groups, to the
maximum extent of available resourcesat both the national and local levels and, where
needed, within the framework of international cooperation.
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Data collection

15.  The Committee is concerned at the severe lack of an adequate data collection mechanism
within the State party to facilitate the systematic and comprehensive collection of disaggregated
quantitative and qualitative datafor al areas covered by the Convention in relation to all groups
of children in order to monitor and evaluate progress achieved and assess the impact of policies
adopted with respect to children.

16. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party should, asa priority,
systematically collect disaggregated data incor porating all the areas covered by the
Convention and covering all children below the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on
thosewho arein need of special protection. The State party should also develop indicators
to effectively monitor and evaluate progress achieved in theimplementation of the
Convention and assess the impact of policies and programmes that affect children. In this
context, the Committee recommendsthat the State party seekstechnical assistance from,
among others, UNFPA, UNDP, and UNICEF.

Training and dissemination

17.  The Committee, noting that at least 87 languages and dialects are spoken in the country,
welcomes the initiatives taken by the State party to disseminate the Convention and recommends
further cooperation with UNICEF and OHCHR in disseminating international human rights
treaties and in providing training programmes to raise awareness of the Convention. The
Committee is concerned that due to the civil strife the dissemination and training on the rights of
the Convention effectively came to a halt.

18. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Strengthen its awar eness-raising efforts and encouragesit to undertake
systematic education and training on therights of the Convention for all professional
groupsworking for and with children, in particular parliamentarians, judges/magistr ates,
lawyer s, law enfor cement officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and
places of detention for children, teachers, health personnel, social workersand local
leaders, aswell as children and their parents, and

(b) Develop creative methodsto promote the Convention, including through
audio-visual aids such as picture books and posters, in particular at local level, and
through the mass media, with the technical assistance from, for example, OHCHR and
UNICEF.

2. Definition of the child

19.  The Committeeis concerned at the many inconsistencies in the minimum ages used in
various areas of the law, and notesin particular that:

€) The minimum age of criminal responsibility istoo low (8 years);



CRC/C/15/Add.208
page 5

(b) The age of marriage istoo low (15 years), especially since no birth certificate or
any other official document is required for marriage and marriage can take place upon visual
presumption of the applicant’s age;

(© The minimum age for employment is too low (12 years);

(d) As education is not compulsory, ages for admission to and completion of primary
education have not been set.

20. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Raise the minimum age for criminal responsibility to internationally
accepted standards and ensurethat juvenile justice protection isaccorded to all children
up to the age of 18;

(b) Raisethe age of marriage and require official documentation to be presented
for official matters, e.g. marriage and employment;

(© Raise the minimum age for employment; and

(d)  Set agesfor admission to and completion of compulsory primary education.
Non-discrimination
21.  The Committeeis concerned that:

@ There continues to be widespread discrimination against women and girls and that
girls are underrepresented in schools;

(b) The principle of non-discrimination is not adequately implemented for children of
some ethnic minorities and of economically disadvantaged households, children living in remote
islands, children born out of wedlock and children with disabilities, especially with regard to
their access to adequate health care and educational facilities.

22.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party monitor the situation of children,
in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, who ar e exposed
to discrimination and develop, on the basis of the results of this monitoring, comprehensive
strategies containing specific and well-targeted actionsaimed at eliminating all forms of
discrimination.

23.  TheCommitteerequeststhat specific information beincluded in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on
article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).
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Best interests of the child

24.  The Committeeis concerned that although it is contained in some statutes relating to
children’ sissues, the principle of the best interests of the child is not defined in legislation and
not implemented by the State party or reflected in policy, programmes or activities.

25.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Takeaction to ensurethat the principle of the best interests of the child is
included in all relevant legidative instruments and in all policy-making processes and
programmes of relevance to children and the Convention’s implementation; and

(b) Ensurethat administrative, judicial, legisative and other relevant officials
aregiven training on the meaning and implementation of the best interests principle, with a
view to ensuring its consistent application at central and local government levels.

Respect for the views of the child

26.  The Committee is concerned that the principle of respect for the views of the child is not
expressly provided for in the State party’ s legislation and that in practice, children’s views are
not systematically sought and taken into consideration with regard to decisions that may affect
them.

27.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Promote and facilitate, within the family, the school, the courts and
administrative bodies, respect for the views of children and their participation in all
matter s affecting them, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention;

(b) Provide educational infor mation to, among others, parents, teachers,
government officials, thejudiciary, traditional leadersand society at large on children’s
right to participate and to have their viewstaken into account; and

(© Implement measur es, including through the use of information campaigns,
and train professionalsworking for and with children, with a view to ensuring that
children’sviews arerespected, including in the family, at school and in institutions, making
use of international cooperation if required.

3. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

28.  The Committeeis concerned that society at large is not aware of the importance of birth
registration and that registration is not integrally linked with the health system, and that asa
result many children, particularly those born in remote islands are not registered at birth.
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29. In thelight of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party:

(@ Take measuresto ensurethat all children areregistered at birth and make
every effort toregister older children who were not registered at birth;

(b) Ensurethat registration isfree and explorethe use of mobile registration
facilitiesfor remoteislands; and

(© Conduct information campaigns for the general population explaining the
importance and purposes of birth registration, including through international
cooper ation.

I1l-treatment
30. The Committee is concerned that:

@ Corpora punishment iswidely practised in the family, schools and other
institutions such as prisons and in alternative care contexts;

(b) There is insufficient knowledge about ill-treatment of children, including on the
part of State agents;

(© Acts of violations against the mother and/or other members of the family
frequently take place in the presence of children.

31. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Takeall legidative and other measuresto prohibit all forms of physical and
mental violence, including corporal punishment, against children in the family, schools,
and in all other contexts,

(b)  Conduct a study to assess the nature and extent of ill-treatment of children,
and design policies and programmes to addressit, including with international
cooper ation;

(© Carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline as an
alternativeto corporal punishment;

(d) Establish effective procedures and multidisciplinary mechanismsto receive,
monitor and investigate complaints, including instances of ill-treatment, and to prosecute
alleged per petrators, ensuring that the child isnot revictimized in legal proceedings and
that hig’her privacy is protected;

(e Provide care and recovery and rehabilitation assistance for victims;

() Train teachers, law enforcement officials, care workers, judges and health
professionalsin theidentification, reporting and management of cases of ill-treatment; and
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(9) Takeinto consideration the recommendations of the Committee adopted at
its days of general discussion on children and violence (CRC/C/100, para. 688 and
CRC/C/111, paras. 701-745).

4. Family environment and alternative care
Parental responsibilities
32.  The Committeeis concerned that:

@ Increasing weakness in family structures due to growing poverty leads to greater
vulnerability of children;

(b) Single mothers can only file arequest for maintenance in the first three years after
the birth of their children;

(© The rights and responsibilities of unmarried fathers are very limited.
33.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take stepsto ensurethat parentsand families under stand and fulfil their
obligations towar ds children and give consideration to means of providing familieswith
adequate support, including through community structures; and

(b)  Amend or adopt legislation that does not discriminate against either parent
or parentswho are not married and provide equal protection to children born out of
wedlock, including by abolishing time limits for filing maintenance requests and ensuring
theinheritancerights of those children.

Children deprived of afamily environment

34.  The Committee welcomes the State party’ s preference for family-type forms of
alternative care but is concerned that there remains alarge number of children in need of
alternative care. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the incidence of informal adoption,
which may lead to girls being employed as domestic workers.

35. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Establish standards and procedures, guaranteed in legislation, for alternative
care, including in the domains of health, education, safety and overall respect for the
Convention;

(b) Encourage and monitor the current practice of placement within the
extended family, ensuring that therights of children arerespected in this context;

(© Provide training, including in children’srights, for social and welfare
workers;
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(d) Ensurethat children’sviews are heard and taken into consideration in
alternative care decisions, in accor dance with the principles and provisions of the
Convention;

(e Ensurethat both legal parentsarerequired to give consent to adoption;

) Ensurethat placementsin institutions, if made, are periodically reviewed, in
accordance with article 25 of the Convention; and

(9) Take all necessary measuresto end the practice of informal adoption and
consider ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

Abuse and neglect
36. The Committee is concerned that:

@ The problem of abuse, including sexual abuse, within the family and in
institutions appears to be significant;

(b) Very few cases of physical and sexual abuse are effectively pursued by the police
or brought to court;

(© Reporting is not mandatory and there are no reporting procedures or facilities for
protecting abused children or meeting their needs.

37.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Strengthen and expand current effortsto addressthe problem of child abuse,
including sexual abuse, and ensurethat thereis an effective system for receiving,
monitoring and investigating complaints and, when necessary, prosecuting cases, in a
manner which is child sensitive and ensuresthe victims, privacy;

(b) Ensurethat all victims of violence have access to counselling and assistance
with their recovery and rehabilitation, and that children who have been removed from
their homes because of allegations of abuse are provided with alternative protection and
care; and

(© Launch a comprehensive study on the prevalence of abuse, including sexual
abuse, aimed at informing policy and law makers, including through cooperation with
international NGOs.

5. Basic health and welfare
Children with disabilities

38.  The Committeeis encouraged by the introduction of the Community Based
Rehabilitation Programme. However, it is concerned that:
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@ Children with disabilities living on remote islands may not have access to
rehabilitation services as these are based in the capital;

(b) Children with disabilities have no access to education;
(© Thereis no specific governmental policy for children with disabilities;

(d) The terminology used by the State party to describe individuals with disabilitiesis
Inappropriate.

39. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Undertake studiesto deter mine the causes of and waysto prevent disabilities
in children;

(b) In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “ Therights of children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), further encourage their integration into the
regular educational system and inclusion into society, including by providing special
training to teachers and by making schools mor e accessible;

(© Undertake an awar eness-raising campaign to sensitize the public about the
rightsand special needs of children with disabilities and introduce the appropriate
terminology when addressing thisissue, and include churches and local leadersin this
activity;

(d) Develop rehabilitation servicesin remoteisland areas,; and

(e Seek technical assistance for thetraining of professional staff working with
and for children with disabilities from WHO, among others.

Basic health and health services
40.  The Committee is deeply concerned:

@ At the current breakdown of health services amounting to a national emergency,
leaving the country’s clinics, health centres and hospitals without necessary medicine, equipment
or food;

(b) At the closure of a number of hospitals due to alack of financial resources,

(© That medical staff have not received their salaries for extended periods, which has
led many doctors to seek employment oversess;

(d) At the unavailability of accurate and updated health indicators due to poor birth
and death registrations;

(e At the high incidence of malnutrition/undernutrition.
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41. TheCommittee urgently recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Allocate fundsto hospitals and health-care serviceson a priority basisin
order torestorethe health servicesto an operational level;

(b) Ensurethat doctors, nurses and other medical personnel are ableto resume
work as soon as possible;

(© Establish appropriate mechanisms to assess important health indicators,
inter aliatheinfant mortality rate;

(d)  Takemeasuresto address malnutrition and undernutrition in children,
pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers; and

(e Seek technical assistance from WHO and other organizations.
Adolescent health
42.  The Committee is concerned that:

@ Adolescents do not have appropriate access to information and/or services
relating to adolescent health in general and reproductive health in particular;

(b) Adolescents remain extremely vulnerable to sexually transmitted infections
(STIs) and that girls are not protected from the risk of pregnancy;

(© There are no comprehensive strategies and policies to address adolescent health
issues, including mental health;

(d) Tobacco, alcohol and substance abuse are widespread among young people.
43.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take stepsto ensurethat all adolescents have access to information and
health-carefacilities,

(b)  Addressthe needs of adolescent mother s and those who have contracted
STls,

(© Formulate concr ete strategies to addr ess adolescent health issues, including
mental health;

(d)  Strengthen itseffortsto end tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse by children;
and

(e Seek technical assistance from United Nations agencies, including WHO,
UNICEF and UNFPA.
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Social security and standard of living
44.  The Committee is concerned that:

@ Only alimited number of families are eligible for health insurance coverage plans
and other social insurance policies,

(b) Only avery small proportion of the population has access to electricity, sanitation
and clean running water in their homes,

(© Levels of poverty are rising and affect a very high proportion of children.
45.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@ Strengthen itseffortsto address poverty, including through a poverty
reduction strategy and international cooper ation;

(b) Develop and implement measuresthrough which children and their families
may benefit from a minimum of social security protection; and

(© Continueits effortsto improve housing and sanitary conditionsin both
remote and urban areas.

6. Education, leisure and cultural activities
46. The Committee is concerned that:

@ Some schools have remained closed for several weeks in the recent past due to
non-payment of teachers' salaries,

(b) Primary education is neither free nor compulsory;

(© At least 20-25 per cent of school-age children are not in primary school and an
estimated 30 per cent drop out before completing primary school;

(d) There are wide disparities among the islands in terms of the quality of education
and its coverage,

(e Enrolment of girlsremainsvery low;

()] Develop programmes facilitating the transition to work, inter alia by the
establishment of vocational schools, especialy in view of the large number of adolescents who
leave school before graduation.

47.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Allocate the necessary fundsto schoolsin order to avoid disruption of
schooling;



CRC/C/15/Add.208
page 13

(b) Ensureasa priority that primary education is made compulsory and freeto
all;

(© Undertake a study on school drop-out and find appropriate measuresto
addressthis problem;

(d) Develop strategiesto make education accessible to girlsand to addresstheir
low enrolment rates;

(e Ensurethat education isoriented towards the aims mentioned in
article 29 (1) of the Convention and the Committee’ s general comment No. 1 on the aims of
education and that human rights education, including children’srights, isincluded in the
school curricula, with technical assistance from inter national organizations, notably
UNESCO; and

(f) Implement itsintention to establish vocational schoolsand develop more
programmesto facilitate the transition to the labour market, in accordance with
international standards.

7. Special protection measures
Refugee and internally displaced children

48.  The Committeeis concerned that alarge number of children have been displaced during
the recent armed conflict.

49. TheCommittee urgesthe State party to make every effort to protect thecivilian
population from displacement, giving particular attention to the situation of
unaccompanied children and the need for effective family tracing and reunification. The
Committee further urgesthe State party to ensurethat all displaced children and their
families have access to essential health and education services and to consider the need for
continued access to such services during the often slow process of return to communities of
origin. The Committee also urgesthe State party to provide returning children and their
familieswith assistancein re-establishing themselvesin their homes. In addition, the
Committee urges the State party to continueto work closely with UNHCR towar ds
establishing conditions conduciveto thereturn of refugeesin safety and in the context of a
durable solution.

Children in armed conflict
50.  The Committeeis deeply concerned that:

@ The recruitment of children under the age of 18 by militias occurred during the
recent armed conflict in the State party and that other cases of alleged war crimes affecting
children have not been duly investigated;

(b) There are no reports of the measures taken to rehabilitate child soldiers.
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51. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensurewith immediate effect that thereisno further recruitment of children
by militias;

(b)  Takeimmediate measuresto rehabilitate child soldiersand other child
victims of armed conflicts and provide them with access to educational opportunities and
health care;

(© Take all necessary measuresto investigate, prosecute and punish alleged
per petrators of war crimes, especially those affecting children; and

(d)  Seek technical assistance from international NGOs, OHCHR and UNICEF.
Economic exploitation
52.  The Committeeis concerned that:

@ Many children under 15 are working, often in very poor conditions and for long
hours,

(b) In order to overcome extreme poverty, many parents and families require children
to work, asillustrated by the prevalence of young girls working as domestics, sometimes within
the extended family;

(© The prevalence of child labour prevents many children from attending school.
53.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensuretheimplementation and enforcement of all domestic and
international legal protection for children in thisregard, in close collaboration with
ILO/IPEC;

(b) Make greater effortsto reduce the numbersof children workingin the
formal and informal sectors, with particular emphasison younger children;

(© Make every effort, including taking preventive measures, to ensure that
those children who do work do so in accor dance with inter national standards, do not work
under conditionswhich are harmful to them, receive appropriate wages and other
work-related benefits and continue to have access to formal education; and

(d) Ratify ILO Conventions No. 138 concer ning the Minimum Agefor
Admission to Employment and No. 182 concer ning the Prohibitions and |mmediate Actions
for the Elimination of the Wor st Formsof Child Labour.

Sexual exploitation and trafficking

54.  The Committeeis very concerned that:
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@ Children of both sexes are exposed to prostitution due to economic difficulties;

(b) Thereisalack of guidance on therole of policeintervention in thisfield, aswell as
an absence of ingtitutions dedicated to the rehabilitation of child victims;

(© Thereisvery little data on the number of children being exploited.
55. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Take action to prevent child prostitution and other forms of sexual
exploitation of children;

(b)  Avoid criminalizing child victims of prostitution;

(© Develop mechanismsto identify the sexually exploited children and to work
with law enfor cement agenciesto recover children who are being exploited;

(d) Undertake a study on the sexual exploitation of children in order to assessits
scope and causes, enable effective monitoring of the problem and develop measures and
programmes, including social reintegration programmes, to prevent, combat and eliminate
it;

(e Develop and adopt a national plan of action against sexual exploitation of
children, taking into account the Declaration and Agenda for Action and the Global
Commitment adopted at the 1996 and 2001 World Congresses against Commer cial Sexual
Exploitation of Children; and

() In thisregard, seek international cooperation from, among others, UNICEF,
ILO and WHO.

Street children

56. The Committee is concerned that there are children forced to live on the streets and that
they are vulnerable to, inter alia, sexual abuse, violence, including from the police, exploitation,
lack of access to education, substance abuse, STIs and malnutrition.

57.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party undertake a study to assessthe
scope and causes of the problem and establish a comprehensive strategy to addressthe
increasing number of street children, with the aim of preventing and reducing this
phenomenon.

Administration of juvenilejustice

58.  The Committee notes that a number of juvenile offenders were provided with counselling
or pardoned and not brought to court and that in those cases, the principle of the best interests of
the children was taken into consideration. The Committee is further encouraged that between
1991 and 1995 the number of cases involving juvenile offenders decreased by 47 per cent and
would like to receive updated data on thisissue. The Committeeis, however, concerned that:
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@ The minimum age of criminal responsibility istoo low (8 years);

(b) There exists no separate facility for juvenile offenders and that they may be
detained along with adult criminals, as demonstrated by the police practice of transferring
children or young persons who have not yet been formally charged, to aremand cell at
Centra Prison in Rove where convicted criminals are also detained.

59.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ Ensurethefull implementation of juvenilejustice standards, in particular
articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention, and other United Nations standardsin thefield of
juvenilejustice, including the United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the
Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations Guidelines for
the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Rules
for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Their Liberty and the Vienna Guidelinesfor
Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System, and in the light of the Committee’s
1995 day of general discussion on the administration of juvenilejustice
(CRCIC/46, Chap. 111, sect. C);

(b) Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility to an internationally
acceptable age;

(© Consider deprivation of liberty only asa measure of last resort and for the
shortest possible period of time;

(d)  Guaranteethat all children haveright to legal and other appropriate
assistance;

(e Set up a system of juvenile courts,

()] Review legidation to ensurethat children cannot be sentenced to life
imprisonment;

(9) Ensurethat children in detention are separated from adults;

(h)  Ensurethat children remain in regular contact with their familieswhilein
thejuvenilejustice system;

(1) Review the powersof the policein criminal proceedings; and

() Seek assistance from, among others, OHCHR, the Centrefor International
Crime Prevention and UNICEF.

8. Optional Protocols

60. The Committee encouragesthe State party to ratify the Optional Protocolsto the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.
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9. Dissemination of documentation

61. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee
recommendsthat theinitial report and written replies submitted by the State party be
made widely available to the public at large and that the publication of thereport be
considered, along with therelevant summary records and the concluding observations
adopted by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to
generate debate and awar eness of the Convention and itsimplementation and monitoring
within all levels of administration of the State party and the general public, including
concerned NGOs.

10. Next Report

62. The Committee, aware of the considerable delay in the State party’sreporting,
wishesto underlinetheimportance of a reporting practice which isin full compliance with
therules set out in article 44 of the Convention. Children havetheright for the committee
in charge of regularly examining the progress made in theimplementation of their rights
to havethe opportunity to do so. Inthisregard, regular and timely reporting by
Statespartiesiscrucial. Moreover, the Committee understandsthat the State party had
difficultiesin initiating timely and regular reporting. In order to help the State party
achieve full compliance with its obligation under the Convention, the Committee invites
the State party, by way of exception, to submit a consolidated 2nd and 3rd report

before 9 May 2007, the date on which itsthird report isdue. Such areport should not
exceed 120 pages (see CRC/C/118). The Committee expectsthe State party to report
thereafter every five years, asforeseen by the Convention.



