UNITED
NATIONS C R C

W\
' \Q\), Convention on the

Ay Rights of the Child

Di str.
GENERAL

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 105
24 August 1999

Original: ENGLISH

COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Twenty-first session

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON
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1. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Honduras
(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2) at its 541st and 542nd neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR. 541-542), held
on 25 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A.  Introduction
2. The Committee wel conmes the tinely submission of the State party's second
periodic report. In particular, the Commttee notes with satisfaction the
wi | lingness of the State party to use this report as a call for action, a

gui de and a situation analysis to fornul ate, evaluate and nonitor the nost

i nportant advances in the field of children’s rights in the State party. The
Committee al so takes note of the witten replies to its list of issues
(CRCC QHON.2) while regretting their |late submi ssion. The Conmittee is
encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with the State
party’ s del egati on and wel cones the positive reactions to the suggestions and
recomendati ons made during the discussion. The Comm ttee acknow edges t hat
the presence of a delegation directly involved in the inplenmentation of the
Convention allowed for a fuller assessnent of the situation of the rights of
children in the State party.

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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B. Follow up neasures undertaken and progress achieved
by the State party
3. The Conmittee wel cones the constitutional reform (1995), which has

endorsed the mandate of the O fice of the National Conm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts for the pronotion and protection of children’s rights, and has
abolished the State party’'s mandatory mlitary service and prohibited service
in the mlitary of persons younger than 18.

4, In light of its recommendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, paras. 20 and 21),
the Commttee wel conmes the enactnment of the Children and Adol escents Code
(1996) and the participation of non-governnental organizations in the drafting
of the Code.

5. The Committee notes with appreciation the establishment of the network

of municipal children s defenders (Defensores Minicipales de |a Nifiez), which
ainms at strengthening the nunicipalities’ involvenent in the application and

noni toring of the rights of the child.

6. In light of its previous recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 24),
the Commttee wel conmes the enactment of the Law agai nst Donestic Viol ence and
the reforms to the Penal Code as well as the establishnent of the Institute
for Wonen as neasures to prevent and conbat gender discrimnation. 1In the
sanme vein, the Commttee wel comes the creation of an office for the defence of
children and persons with disabilities, within the Attorney General’'s Ofice
(Mnisterio Pablico), as well as the creation of the National Council for the
Attention of Children with Disabilities (CONAMED)

7. The establishment of poverty alleviation progranmes such as the ones
carried out by the Honduran Social Investnent Fund (FHI'S), Family Assistance
Programme (PRAF) and the Soci al Housing Fund, which are in line with the
Committee’s recomrendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 29), are noted with
appreci ation.

8. In light of the Commttee' s recomendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 30),
the Committee wel cones the neasures taken by the State party to include the
teaching of human rights, including children's rights, in the schoo
curricula.

9. The Committee wel comes the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng
(1997), between the State party and the International Labour

Organi zation/ I nternational Programre for the Eradication of Child Labour

(LA 1PEC), for inplenmenting a programre for the eradication of child | abour
as well as for the establishnent of a National Conm ssion for the Eradication
of Child Labour in line with the Comrittee s reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 35).

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding further progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

10. The Committee notes with deep concern the devastating effects of
Hurricane Mtch (1998), which had a negative inpact on the nost vul nerable
sectors of the population, including children, especially owing to the damge
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caused in the agriculture sector and to infrastructure. Hurricane Mtch not
only left many dead or m ssing, including children, and destroyed hones and
educational and health-care facilities and services, but also constituted a
setback in the efforts of the State party to gradually make children’s rights
areality. The Committee expresses its solidarity with the State party in its
reconstruction efforts.

11. The Committee notes that w despread poverty and | ong-standing

soci o-econom c disparities within the State party are still affecting the nost
vul nerabl e groups, including children, and hanmper the enjoynent of the rights
of the child in the State party. This situation, the Comrittee al so notes,
has been particularly aggravated by severe econonm c constraints, due in
particular to the inplementation of structural adjustnent programes and
external debt.

D. Principal subjects of concern and the Committee's recommendations

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

12. Al t hough the Committee wel conmes the enactnent of the Children and

Adol escents Code, it remains concerned about some di screpanci es between
donmestic |l egislation and the provisions of the Convention, especially those
which still regard children as objects and not as subjects of rights (the
irregul ar situation approach). The Conmittee recommends that the State party
take all avail able neasures to ensure that the Children and Adol escents Code
and ot her donestic legislation (e.g. Penal Code, Labour Code, Fam |y Code and
draft Adoption Law) are in full conformity with the principles and provisions
of the Conventi on.

13. VWhile noting the neasures taken by the State party to inplenent the
Committee’s recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para.21) concerning the need
to establish adequate coordi nati on between various governmental entities
dealing with children's issues, both at the national and the |ocal |evels, and
taking note of the transformation of the Social Wl fare Board (JNBS) into the
Honduran Institute of Children and the Family (IHNFA), the Conmittee is stil
concerned about the insufficiency of these neasures. In particular, the
Conmittee is concerned that |HNFA does not have sufficient financial and human
resources to carry out its mandate in an effective manner throughout the
territory of the State party. The Conmittee recommends that the State party
take further measures to reinforce the existing coordi nati ng mechani sns

(e.g. the National Comm ssioner for Human Rights, IHNFA, etc.), including at
the municipal level, in order to strengthen coordi nati on between the various
governnmental bodies involved in children's rights. Furthernore, the Committee
recommends that the State party take all necessary steps, including

i nternati onal cooperation, to provide IHNFA with adequate financial and human
resources in order that it may carry out its mandate in an effective manner
Greater efforts should be nade to ensure cl oser cooperation with

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons working in the field of children's rights.
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14. Wth regard to the inplenentation of the Committee' s recomendati on
(CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 21) concerning the need to develop a data collection
systemon children’s rights, and taking into consideration the nmeasures taken
in cooperation with the Inter-Anerican Children’s Institute and the

i nformati on provided by the State party regardi ng the conduct of a popul ation
census in the year 2000, the Comrittee remains concerned about the |ack of

di saggregated data on all the areas covered by the Convention. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party continue reviewi ng and updating its data
collection system with a viewto including all areas covered by the
Convention. In addition, the Conmittee encourages the State party to use the
i nformati on provided by its next popul ation census as a basis for the

devel opnent of di saggregated data on children’s rights. Such a system should
i nclude all children under 18 years of age and specifically enphasize

vul nerabl e groups of children as a basis for assessing progress achieved in
the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies for better

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of the Convention. 1In this regard, the
Committee encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from

inter alia, UN CEF.

15. The Committee takes note of the measures taken by the State party to

i mpl enent the Committee’s recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 23)
regarding the need to make the principles and provisions of the Convention

wi dely known and understood by the popul ation at |large. Nevertheless, it
remai ns concerned at the insufficiency of these nmeasures, especially anong

i ndi genous and ethnic groups as well as in rural areas. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to disseni nate the
principles and provisions of the Convention as a neasure to sensitize society
about children’s rights. Special enphasis should be placed on the

di ssemi nation of the Convention anong indi genous and ethnic groups as well as
inrural and renote areas. In this regard, the Commttee further recomends
the incorporation of local structures such as the municipal children' s

def enders and non-governnental organizations in the devel opment of a nationa
awar eness canpai gn on the Convention. Furthernore, the Comrittee reconmends
publicizing the Convention in innovative ways, taking into consideration the
speci fic needs of indigenous and ethnic groups. The Committee encourages the
State party to consider seeking technical assistance in this area from

inter alia, UN CEF.

16. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of the Cormittee’s recomrendati on (see
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 23), the Committee appreciates the detailed information
on the conduct of training programes for professionals working with and for
children. Nevertheless, the Cormittee is of the opinion that such measures
need to be reinforced. Therefore, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party renew its efforts to undertake systemati c educati on and training
progranmmes on the provisions of the Convention for all professional groups

wor king for and with children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent
officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and places of
detention for children, teachers, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
and social workers. Furthernore, special attention should be given to the
provi sion of training for professionals working with and for children on how
the principles and provisions of the Convention are reflected in and
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i npl enmented by donestic legislation (e.g. Children and Adol escents Code).
Techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF coul d be requested in this regard.

17. VWhile the Committee is aware of the efforts undertaken by the State
party to allocate substantial financial resources for the benefit of children
it reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 8) that stringent

budget ary measures and external debt, as well as the persistence of w despread
poverty and uneven incone distribution, are still having a negative inpact on
the situation of children in the State party. 1In addition, the Commttee
expresses its concern at the lack of a child rights dinmension in the context
of the Master Plan for National Reconstruction (after Hurricane Mtch). In
light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Committee encourages the
State party to continue undertaking all appropriate nmeasures to the maxi mum
extent of avail able resources, including international cooperation, to
continue ensuring that sufficient budgetary allocations are provided to socia
services for children and that particular attention is paid to the protection
of children belonging to vul nerable and margi nalized groups. Furthernore, the
Committee recomrends that the State party take children’s rights into

consi deration in designing its social policies and progranmes, especially in
the context of its efforts in seeking international cooperation for
reconstruction after Hurricane Mtch

2. Definition of the child

18. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 1 and other related

provi sions of the Convention, the Commttee takes note of the existing |ega
studies to reformdonestic |egislation and harnonize the different |egal ages
according to the principles and provisions of the Convention. Nevertheless,
the Committee is concerned about the use of the biological criterion of
puberty to set different ages of maturity between boys and girls. This
practice is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and,
inter alia, constitutes a form of gender-based discrimnation which affects
the enjoyment of all rights. The Committee recomrends to the State party to
i ntroduce the adequate reforns to its donestic legislation in order to bring
it into full conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention

3. General principles

19. While the Committee acknowl edges the State party’s efforts to inplenent
the Conmittee’ s recommendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 24) for the
protection of the rights of the nmost vul nerable groups of children, it is of

t he opinion that these measures need to be reinforced. In addition, the
Committee is particularly concerned about the preval ence of cultural attitudes
and traditions which are patriarchal and discrimnatory against the girl
child. The Comrittee reiterates its recomendation to the State party and
further recommends that it increase measures to reduce econom ¢ and socia

di sparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent

di scrim nation agai nst the nost di sadvantaged groups of children, such as the
girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indi genous and
et hnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children
living in rural areas. Furthernore, the Comm ttee reconmends that the State
party strengthen its efforts in order to revise prevailing cultural attitudes
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and traditional practices which constitute a form of gender-based

di scrimnation, contrary to the principle of non-discrimnation enshrined in
article 2 of the Convention. The Committee al so reconmends that the State
party undertake educational canpaigns to raise awareness of the need to
prevent and conbat discrimnation on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin
Furthernore, the Conmittee suggests that the State party consider acceding to
the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation

20. Wth regard to its reconmmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 20), the
Committee notes that the current donestic |egislation has partially integrated
the principles of “best interests of the child” (art. 3) and “respect for the
views of the child” (art. 12). Nevertheless, it remains concerned that in
practice, these principles are not fully inplenented and children are not yet
percei ved as persons entitled to rights. The Commttee recomends t hat
further efforts be nade to ensure the inplenentation of the principles of
“best interests of the child” and “respect for the views of the child”,
especially his or her right to participate in the famly, at school, within
other institutions and in society in general. These principles should also
be reflected in all policies and programmes relating to children

Awar eness-rai sing anong the public at |large, including communities and
religious | eaders, as well as educational progranmes on the inplenentation of
these principles should be reinforced in order to change traditiona
perceptions regarding children as objects and not as subjects of rights.

4. Civil rights and freedons

21. VWhile the Commttee takes note of the State party’ s efforts to inprove
birth registration, especially those by the Ofice of the National Registry of
Persons and the National Comm ssioner for Human Rights, it remains concerned
about the fact than in some Departnents only 20 per cent of all births are
registered. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the Cormittee reiterates
its recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 25) and further recommends that
the State party increase neasures to ensure the imediate registration of the
birth of all children, especially those living in rural and renote areas. In
addition, the Comrittee encourages the State party to ensure that birth

regi stration procedures are w dely known and understood by the popul ati on at

| ar ge.

22. Al t hough the Comrittee notes with appreciation the enactnment of the
Educati on Reform Law, which encourages and increases the participation of
children in schools, it is still concerned that participatory rights of
children have not been sufficiently developed in the State party. 1In

addition, concern is also expressed at the existing |egal prohibition of
students' organizations in secondary schools, which is contrary to the child' s
rights to freedom of associati on and peaceful assenmbly. In |ight of

articles 15 and 16 and other related articles of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that further neasures, including |egislative reform be undertaken
to pronote the participation of children in the famly, school and socia

life, as well as the effective enjoynent of their fundanental freedons,

i ncludi ng the freedons of opinion, expression, and associ ation
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23. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of the Cormittee’s recomrendati on (see
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 33), the Committee notes the neasures taken by the
State party to investigate cases of police brutality against children |iving
in and/ or working on the streets as well as the paynent of conpensation to the
victinms of such abuse. Nevertheless, the Conmittee is of the opinion that
judicial nmeasures need to be reinforced. The Commi ttee reconmends that the
State party reinforce its judicial nmechanisns to deal with conpl aints of
police brutality, ill-treatnment and abuse of children, and that cases of abuse
of children be duly investigated in order to avoid inpunity for perpetrators.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

24. VWil e noting that the Children and Adol escent Code and ot her donestic

| egi sl ation regulate the process of adoptions, the Comrittee regrets that

the State party has not fully conplied with the inplementation of its
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 26). The Conmittee reiterates its
suggestion to the State party to consider its accession to the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

25. VWhile the Commttee takes note of the State party’' s efforts to inplement
the Conmittee’ s recommendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 33) regarding the
need to take all avail able nmeasures to prevent and conbat cases of abuse and
ill-treatnment of children, it is of the opinion that these neasures need to be
reinforced. Concern is also expressed at the insufficient awareness regarding
t he harnful consequences of ill-treatnent and abuse, including sexual abuse,
both within and outside the famly. Concern is also expressed at the

i nsufficient resources, both financial and human, as well as at the |ack of
adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat such abuse. The

i nsufficiency of rehabilitation measures and facilities for such children and
their limted access to justice are also matters of concern. 1In |light of,
inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the Comm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including setting up

mul tidi sciplinary programres and rehabilitation nmeasures, to prevent and
conbat child abuse and ill-treatnment of children within the famly, at schoo
and in society at large. It suggests, inter alia, that |law enforcenment should
be strengthened with respect to such crines and that adequate procedures and
mechani sms to deal with conplaints of child abuse should be reinforced in
order to provide children with pronpt access to justice to avoid inpunity for
the offenders. Furthernore, educational programes shoul d be established to
conmbat traditional attitudes within society regarding this issue. The
Committee encourages the State party to consi der seeking internationa
cooperation to this effect from inter alia, UNI CEF and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

6. Basic health and welfare

26. In light of its recommendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 28), the
Committee wel comes the measures taken to inprove the health standards of
children, in particular those initiatives related to the reduction of infant
nmortality such as the Integrated Managenment of Chil dhood |11 nesses,

i mpl enented in cooperation with WHO and UNI CEF. Neverthel ess, the Commi ttee
remai ns concerned about the persistent high rates of malnutrition in children
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under five years of age and in school -age children and limted access to

heal th-care services in rural and renote areas. The Comm ttee reconmends that
the State party continue taking all appropriate neasures, including through

i nternati onal cooperation, to ensure access to basic health care and services
for all children. Mre concerted efforts need to be taken to conbat

mal nutrition and ensure the adoption and inplenmentati on of a nationa
nutritional policy and action plan for children

27. Wth regard to adol escent health issues, the Conmttee wel cones the
State party’s initiatives and programmes to prevent and conbat the spread of

HI V/ AIDS, and takes note of the intention to enact |egislation for the
protection of the rights of persons infected by H V/AIDS. Nevertheless, the
Committee is particularly concerned at the high and increasing rate of teenage
pregnancy and the insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive health
education and counsel ling services, including outside schools. The Conmttee
is al so concerned at the increasing rate of substance abuse anpbng adol escents.
The Committee reconmends to the State party to continue, with the support of

i nternational cooperation, with its efforts in the prevention of H V/ AIDS and
to take into consideration the Conmttee s recommendati ons adopted on its day
of general discussion on “Children living in a world with H V/ Al DS’

(CRC/C/80). It also suggests that a conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study
be undertaken to understand the scope of adol escent health problens and as a
basis to pronote adol escent health policies and strengthen reproductive health
education and counsel ling services. The Conmttee al so recomrends that
further efforts be undertaken for the devel opnent of child-friendly
counselling services as well as care and rehabilitation facilities for

adol escents. Measures to prevent and combat substance abuse anpng adol escents
shoul d be strengt hened.

28. Wth regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the
Committee expresses its concern at the |ack of adequate infrastructure,
qualified staff and specialized institutions for these children. In addition
the Conmittee is particularly concerned at the |lack of a governnental policy
and programres for children with disabilities and at the | ack of governmenta
monitoring of private institutions for these children. 1In light of the
Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/96) and of the Cormittee’s
recommendati ons adopted on its day of general discussion on “Children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69), the Committee recommends that the State party
develop early identification programres to prevent disabilities, inplenent
alternative nmeasures to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, envisage awareness-rai sing canpaigns to reduce discrimnation
agai nst them establish special education programes and centres as needed and
encourage their inclusion in the educational systemand in society, and
establish adequate monitoring of private institutions for children with
disabilities. The Committee further recomends to the State party to seek
techni cal cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and
for children with disabilities. Furthernore, the Commttee encourages the
State party to continue working in partnership with specialized

non- governnental organizations in this field.
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7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

29. In light of its recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, paras. 30-31) on
the educational system the Commttee takes note of the foll ow up nmeasures
undertaken by the State party in this field and notes with appreciation the
pl ans for the establishment of the Honduran Programme of Conmunity Educati on
(PROHECO), which ains at inproving children’ s access to education.
Neverthel ess, the Comrmttee remains concerned about the |ow enrol ment rates,
especially in rural and renote areas, high drop-out rates from primry and
secondary schools, and the |ack of attention to the special needs of working
children and children with disabilities. The Committee recomrends that the
State party continue with its efforts in the field of education by
strengthening its educational policies and systemin order to reduce regi ona
disparities in access to education and to establish retention progranmes and
vocational training for drop-outs. The Committee encourages the State party
to consider technical assistance in this area, inter alia from UNESCO

8. Special protection neasures

30. The Committee regrets the lack of followup to the Commttee’s
recommendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 34) regarding the need to introduce

| egislation for the protection of the rights of refugees. The Conmittee
reiterates its reconmendation to the State party to undertake the necessary
measures to introduce legislation for the protection of the rights of refugee
children, inline with the relevant international standards.

31. The Committee renmmi ns concerned about the living conditions of children
bel ongi ng to indigenous (e.g. Lencas, Chortis, Mskitos, etc.) and ethnic
groups (e.g. Garifunas), especially with regard to the full enjoyment of al
the rights enshrined in the Convention. 1In light of articles 2 and 30 of the
Convention, the Comrittee reconmends to the State party to take all necessary
measures to protect children bel onging to indigenous and ethnic groups agai nst
discrimnation and to guarantee their enjoynent of all the rights recognized
in the Convention.

32. Wil e wel com ng the measures taken for the eradication of child I abour
inline with the Conmttee’s recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 35),
the Committee is still concerned that econom c exploitation remains one of the

maj or problens affecting children in the State party. The Conmittee renains
concerned at the insufficient |aw enforcenent and the |ack of adequate

noni toring mechani snms to address this situation. 1In light of, inter alia,
articles 3 and 32 of the Convention, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party continue working in cooperation with ILOIPEC for the establishment and
i mpl enentati on of a national plan for the elimnation of child |abour and
undertake all the actions envisaged within the nenorandum of understandi ng
with ILOITPEC. The situation of children involved in hazardous | abour
especially in the informal sector where the majority of working children are
found, deserves special attention. Furthernore, the Committee recomrends that
child labour | aws should be enforced, the |abour inspectorates strengthened
and penalties inposed in cases of violation. The Conmittee encourages the
State party to continue enforcing | abour |egislation prohibiting the work of
children in the naquila industry.
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33. The Committee al so expresses its concern about the situation of children
who, because of serious situations of extreme poverty as well as of situations
of abandonnment or violence within the famly, are forced to live in and/or
work on the streets and are therefore vulnerable to different forns of
expl oi tati on and abuse, including sale, trafficking and abduction. The rising
nunber of youth gangs (known in Honduras as nmaras) is also an area of concern
In this regard, while the Cormittee takes note of the State party’s plans to

i npl enment a specific strategy to address the issue of street children, it
recommends to the State party to continue working in cooperation with

non- government al organi zations in this area and to adopt appropriate
programes and policies for the protection and rehabilitation of these
children and the prevention of this phenonenon. Special attention in the form
of preventive and rehabilitation nmeasures should be given to the rising nunber
of youth gangs.

34. VWile the Commttee takes note of the reforms to the Penal Code and of
the training given to the nunicipal children's defenders to prevent and conbat
sexual abuse and exploitation of children, it expresses concern at the absence
of data and of a conmprehensive study on the issue of sexual comrercia
exploitation of children as well as the lack of a national plan of action to
tackle this issue. 1In light of article 34 and other related articles of the
Convention, the Comrittee reconmends that the State party undertake studies
with a view to designing and inplenmenting appropriate policies and neasures,

i ncluding care and rehabilitation, to prevent and combat this phenonenon.

The Committee reconmmends to the State party to take into account the
recommendati ons fornmulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the Wrld
Congress Agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children held in Stockholm
in 1996.

35. Wth regard to the administration of juvenile justice, the Conmttee

wel comes the State party’s follow up measures to the Comrittee’s
recommendati ons (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 32), inter alia the increase in the
nunber of juvenile courts; the fact that children are not detained in the sane
prisons as adults and that special centres for children have been created; and
the establishment of alternative neasures to the deprivation of |iberty.
Neverthel ess, the Commttee remains concerned, inter alia, that deprivation of
liberty is not used systematically as a neasure of l|last resort; that due
process is not fully respected; and that there is | ack of adequate training
for the police on the application of the Convention and other rel evant

i nternational standards. The Committee reconmends that the State party

envi sage undertaking further measures to ensure the full conpatibility of the
juvenile justice systemw th the Convention, especially, articles 37, 40

and 39, and other relevant United Nations standards in this field. Particular
attention should be paid to ensuring the inmprovenent of the conditions of
children living in special institutions, that violence is not used by |aw
enforcenent officials, that deprivation of liberty is only used as a neasure
of last resort, that due process needs to be respected in all cases, and that
alternative nmeasures to deprivation of |iberty need to be strengthened.
Trai ni ng programes on the relevant international standards should be
conducted for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice system In
this regard, the Commttee further suggests that the State party consider
seeking technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the
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United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, the Centre for
International Crime Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice
and UNI CEF, through the Coordination Panel on Juvenile Justice.

36. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the second periodic report and witten replies
submtted by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the Coormittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and

awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.



