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1. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Sweden
(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3) at its 521st to 522nd neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR. 521-522),
held on 22 January 1999 and adopted* the follow ng concluding observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

2. The Committee wel comes the tinely subm ssion of the second periodic
report and commends the State party for the submi ssion to the Committee of

addi tional information during the intervening period on its own initiative.
The Committee expresses its appreciation of the conprehensive nature of the
report, while regretting that it did not entirely follow the Conmttee's

gui delines, in particular by repeating information that had al ready been
included in the initial report and making very limted reference to the

concl udi ng observations issued by the Commttee upon its exam nation of that
report and to their inplenmentation. The report focuses too heavily on the
description of legislative neasures, while containing limted statistical and
other information on the actual status of children. The Committee al so takes
note of the witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/ Q SWE/2) and the

addi tional information provided to it during the course of the dial ogue, which
enabled it to assess progress in the inplenentation of the rights of the child
in Sweden. The Committee wel comes the constructive dialogue with the State
party's del egati on.

* At the 531st meeting, held on 29 January 1999.
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B. Followup nmeasures undertaken and progress
achi eved by the State party
3. The Committee appreciates the setting up of a parliamentary conmmittee to

review existing legislation to ensure its conformty with the principles and
provi sions of the Conventi on.

4, The Committee appreciates the efforts of the State party to inplenent
the recommendati ons of the Cormittee (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2, para. 12) and

wel comes progress achieved in reviewing |egislation and taking appropriate
measures to inprove the conpatibility of the juvenile justice systemw th the
Convention, especially articles 37, 39 and 40, as well as other relevant

i nternational standards in this area, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty.

5. The Committee comends the support of the State party to internationa
efforts to conbat commrerci al sexual exploitation of children, and wel comes the
adoption in 1997 of the National Plan of Action against the Conmercial Sexua
Expl oi tati on of Children.

6. The Committee comends the State party for its continued conmtnment to
the rights of the child in its devel opment cooperation programes, and notes
with satisfaction that the State party is one of the few to neet, and exceed,
the United Nations target of 0.7 per cent of CGDP for devel opment assistance.
The Committee wel comes the efforts of the State party to provide training on
human rights and the rights of the child to officials working for the Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs and the Swedi sh International Devel opnment Agency.

C. Principal subjects of concern and the
Committee's recommendati ons

7. VWil e noting the positive aspects of decentralization in the provision
of services by the nmunicipalities, the Conmttee is concerned that it has
caused inconsistencies in policies and disparities in the provision or
accessibility of services to children and their famlies. Inline withits
earlier recomendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2, para. 10), the Committee
recomrends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure that

muni ci palities respect the framework of governnment policies designed to
protect children fully fromany discrimnation in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

8. VWile the Cormittee wel cones the establishnent in 1993 of an Orbudsman
for children, in accordance with the Comrittee's recommendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2, para. 10), it is concerned about a number of issues raised
during the dialogue with the State party concerning the role, autonony and
structural position of the Onbudsman for children. The Commttee wel comes the
[ aunching of an inquiry into the effectiveness of the Orbudsman, carried out
by a one-man committee, and encourages the State party to exam ne carefully
its results and consider reviewing the role and autonony of the Orbudsman for
chil dren.
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9. The Committee notes that the inmpact of the 1991-1993 recession
experienced by the State party led to budgetary austerity measures which have
had an inpact on children and cause concern regardi ng the achi evenment of
progress in the inplenmentation of the Convention. \While welcom ng the
decision of the State party to give priority in the use of additiona
resources to children with special support needs, the Committee renmins
concerned about the introduction of charges and cutbacks in educational and
soci al services provided by some nunicipalities as a result of budgetary
austerity neasures. The Conmittee recomends that the State party review the
i npact of the budgetary cuts so as to renew efforts to inplement the
Convention to the maxi num extent of avail able resources, in accordance with
article 4.

10. The Committee wel comes the decision of the State party to review the
| egislation setting a | ower age for marriage for children resident in or
nationals of other States. The Conm ttee encourages the State party to
consi der changes in the legislation with a view to increasing protection
agai nst the harnful effects of early marriage and to elimnating

di scrim nation anong children within its jurisdiction.

11. Wth regard to article 2 of the Convention and to the Committee's
earlier recomendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2, paras. 7 and 13), the Committee
notes with concern that the principle of non-discrimnation is not fully

i mpl emented for the children of illegal imrigrants, the so-called “children
in hiding”. The Conmittee recommends to the State party that it reviewits
policies, with a view to expandi ng the services available to illegal-inm grant

children beyond the provision of energency health services.

12. The Committee expresses its concern about the reported increase in
raci sm and xenophobi a, and shares the concerns of the State party about the

ef fectiveness of the existing |legislation on “unlawful discrimnation” and
“agitation against an ethnic group”. The Committee encourages the State party
to act upon its stated conmtnent to review the legislation and urges it to
take all appropriate neasures to ensure that the child is protected agai nst

all fornms of discrimnation, as provided for in article 2.2 of the Convention.

13. Regarding the right to acquire a nationality, the Conmttee is concerned
about the existing legislation concerning stateless children. The Conmittee
encourages the State party to conplete its revision of the Citizenship Act and
urges that resulting amendments fully take into account article 7 of the
Conventi on.

14. VWil e noting that neasures are being taken and di scussed, the Committee
remai ns concerned about the protection of children from access to pornographic
materials. The Committee encourages the State party to continue taking al
appropri ate neasures, bearing in mnd the provisions of articles 13, 17 and 18
of the Conventi on.

15. In relation to article 11 of the Convention, the Commttee notes with
satisfaction that Sweden is a party to the European Convention on Recognition
and Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody of Children and on Restoration
of Custody of Children and to the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction. The Committee encourages the State party to
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continue its efforts to conclude bilateral agreenents to the same effect with

States that are not parties to the two above-nmenti oned conventions, to review

existing | egislation on the recognition of foreign decisions on custody and to
consider ratification of the Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law,
Recogni ti on, Enforcenent and Cooperation in respect of Parental Responsibility
and Measures for the Protection of Children of 1996.

16. VWil e noting that some nunicipalities offer famly counselling services
free of charge, and that the fee being charged in other municipalities may not
seemtoo high, the Cormittee is concerned that a significant number of
famlies find such fees a disincentive to seeking needed hel p and assi stance.
The Committee recomrends that the State party review its policies in this
regard so as to facilitate access to famly counselling services, in
particular for the nore vul nerabl e groups.

17. Wth regard to the Conmttee's recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2,

paras. 9 and 11), and while appreciating the efforts being undertaken in
providing increased training to professionals in this regard, the Cormmittee is
concerned that the system of conpul sory reporting of incidents of child abuse
is not working satisfactorily. The Comrittee reconmends that the State party
continue its efforts and undertake further neasures to inprove the protection
of children fromall sorts of abuse, in accordance with article 19 of the
Conventi on.

18. Al t hough the State party has one of the wi dest public support systens,

di sparities between nmunicipalities and social strata seemto be w dening,
resulting in social exclusion and tension and poor services being delivered to
the economi cal ly di sadvant aged groups. The Conmittee recommends that al
appropri ate neasures be taken, in accordance with articles 2, 26, 27 and 30 of
the Convention, to ensure universal access to social benefits, in particular
for the poorer famlies, and that the public be better informed of their
rights in this regard

19. Whil e wel com ng the State party's plans to dedicate the 1999 annual

i nspection of schools to the issue of bullying, the Comrittee encourages the
State party to continue its efforts to prevent bullying in schools, to collect
i nformati on on the extent of this phenonmenon and, in particular, to set up
specific structures to enable children to participate in adequately addressing
and resolving this problem

20. The Committee remains concerned about the inpact of budgetary cuts on
the child' s right to education. The Comrittee encourages the State party in
its decision to restore higher levels of funding for remedial education and to
extend coverage to children in need of special assistance. It also recomends
that the State party reviewits policy on access to day-care services for
children of unenpl oyed parents, taking into consideration the child' s right to
education and | eisure activities, in accordance with articles 2, 3, 28 and 31
of the Convention, particularly in relation to current efforts to increase the
educational role of pre-school and day-care centres.
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21. Wth regard to its earlier recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2,

para. 13), the Comrittee is concerned about the rising incidence of substance
abuse anpbng adol escents. The Conmmittee recomends that the State party
undertake systematic efforts to collect data on and nonitor substance abuse,
and in particular on its inpact on the nore vul nerabl e groups.

22. VWil e appreciating the review of |egislation and other nmeasures
undertaken by the State party to inprove protection of children from sexua
exploitation, in line with the reconmendation of the Committee (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 2, paras. 8 and 11), including current efforts to review donestic
legislation so as to elimnate the “dual crimnality” requirement for
extraterritorial legislation, the Cormittee remi ns concerned about the need
to increase protection from sexual exploitation, particularly for children
aged between 15 and 18 years. The Committee encourages the State party to
continue and to increase its efforts to ensure better protection for children
up to the age of 18.

23. Lastly, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Comrittee reconmends that the second periodic report and witten replies
submitted by the State party be nmade widely available to the public, along
with the summary records of the relevant meetings and concl udi ng observati ons
adopted by the Conmittee. Such wi de distribution should generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and the state of its inplenmentation, particularly
within the Government, the relevant mnistries, the Parlianment and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.



