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 Summary 

 The present statement provides information on the work carried out by the  

Commission on the Limits on the Continental Shelf during its thirty-sixth session. In 

particular, it contains an overview of the progress made in the examination of the 

submissions made by the following: Uruguay; Cook Islands, in respect of the 

Manihiki Plateau; Argentina; Pakistan; Norway, in respect of Bouvetøya and 

Dronning Maud Land; South Africa, in respect of the mainland of the territory of the 

Republic of South Africa; Federated States of Micronesia, Papua New Guinea and 

Solomon Islands, jointly, concerning the Ontong Java Plateau; France and South 

Africa, jointly, in the area of the Crozet Archipelago and the Prince Edward Islands; 

and Mauritius, in the region of Rodrigues Island.  
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1. Pursuant to the decision adopted at its thirty-second session (see CLCS/80, 

para. 89), as endorsed by the General Assembly in paragraph 79 of its resolution 

68/70, and as revised at its thirty-fifth session (see CLCS/85, para. 84), the 

Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf held its thirty-sixth session at 

United Nations Headquarters from 20 October to 28 November 2014. The session 

was entirely devoted to the technical examination of submissions at the geographic 

information system (GIS) laboratories of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the 

Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat.  

2. The following members of the Commission attended the session: Muhammad 

Arshad, Lawrence Folajimi Awosika, Galo Carrera, Francis L. Charles, Ivan F. 

Glumov,1 Martin Vang Heinesen, Emmanuel Kalngui, Wenzheng Lu, Mazlan Bin 

Madon, Estevao Stefane Mahanjane, Jair Alberto Ribas Marques, Simon Njuguna, 

Isaac Owusu Oduro, Yong-Ahn Park, Carlos Marcelo Paterlini, Rasik Ravindra, 

Walter R. Roest, Tetsuro Urabe and Szymon Uścinowicz. One member of the 

Commission did not attend the session owing to health-related reasons. George 

Jaoshvili did not attend the session. 

3. The Commission had before it the following documents:  

 (a) Statement by the Chair on the progress of work in the Commission at its 

thirty-fifth session (CLCS/85);  

 (b) Submissions made by coastal States2 pursuant to article 76, paragraph 8, 

of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.3 

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by Uruguay4 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

4. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Charles, met from 27 to 31 October and 

from 24 to 28 November 2014. During the first week of meetings, the 

subcommission continued its consideration of the submission. Between the first and 

the second week, the subcommission received additional data and information. 

Having examined the data and information, the subcommission transmitted to the 

delegation a number of observations and requests for clarifications, to be answered 

during the intersessional period. 

5. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work on the 

submission during the intersessional period, and that it would resume its 

consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

6. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 2 to 6 and from 17 to 20 February 2015.  

__________________ 

 1  Mr. Glumov attended the session from 4 to 28 November.  

 2  For a full list of the submissions made to the Commission, see www.un.org/Depts/ los/clcs_new/ 

commission_submissions.htm. 

 3  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363. 

 4  Submission made on 7 April 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_ury_21_2009.htm. 

http://undocs.org/CLCS/80
http://undocs.org/CLCS/85
http://undocs.org/CLCS/85
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7. The subcommission may be in a position to make its presentation pursuant to 

paragraph 10.3 of annex III to the rules of procedure (CLCS/40/Rev.1) to the 

delegation during the week of 17 to 20 February 2015.  

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by the Cook Islands in 

respect of the Manihiki Plateau5 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

8. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Carrera, met from 20 to 31 October. 

During that period, it held one meeting with the delegation, during which it made a 

presentation concerning the additional data and information presented by the 

delegation at the thirty-fifth session pursuant to paragraph 10.4 of annex III to the 

rules of procedure. The subcommission also provided its reply to certain procedural 

questions raised by the delegation. 

9. During the meeting, the subcommission invited the delegation to consider that 

reply, including the possibility of making any additional presentation to the 

subcommission, pursuant to paragraph 10.4 of annex III to the rules of procedure. 

The subcommission indicated that it was in a position to prepare draft 

recommendations. 

10. In a note verbale dated 29 October 2014, the delegation acknowledged that 

there was a difference of views between the delegation and the subcommission and 

confirmed its disagreement with the findings of the subcommission. The 

subcommission decided that it would, therefore, proceed to the preparation of its 

draft recommendations, with a view to presenting them to the Commission at its 

thirty-seventh session, and informed the delegation accordingly.  

11. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work on the 

preparation of its draft recommendations and their presentation to the Commission  

during the intersessional period, and that it would resume work during the thirty-

seventh session. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh 

session will be held from 2 to 6 February 2015.  

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by Argentina6 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

12. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Carrera, met from 17 to 21 November.  

13. In a note verbale dated 17 October 2014, the delegation informed the 

subcommission that, owing to force majeure, it was unable to provide the data and 

information requested by the subcommission at the thirty-fifth session. The 

delegation indicated that it would submit some of the data and information during 

the thirty-sixth session and that the remaining data and information would be 

submitted and presented during the thirty-seventh session. As a result, the 

__________________ 

 5  Submission made on 16 April 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/ los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_cok_23_2009.htm. 

 6  Submission made on 21 April 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/ los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_arg_25_2009.htm. 

http://undocs.org/CLCS/40/Rev.1
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subcommission decided to change the period of its consideration of the submission 

from 17 to 28 November to 17 to 21 November 2014.  

14. Subsequently, during the current session, the subcommission received part of 

the data and information it had requested. 

15. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the submission during the intersessional period, and that it would 

resume its consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

16. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 17 to 27 February 2015. 

17. Depending on the additional data and information that it  will receive, the 

subcommission may be in a position to make its presentation to the delegation 

pursuant to paragraph 10.3 of annex III to the rules of procedure during the thirty-

seventh session. In that event, the subcommission may also be in a position to 

submit draft recommendations to the Commission at its subsequent plenary session, 

which will be held during the thirty-eighth session in 2015. 

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by Pakistan7 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

18. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Urabe, met from 3 to 14 and on 18 and 

21 November. During that period, it held five meetings with the delegation of 

Pakistan. At those meetings, the delegation made a presentation on its response to  

the final request for additional data and information made by the subcommission 

during the thirty-fifth session. The subcommission made a presentation on its 

response to the presentation made by the delegation. Thereafter, both the delegation 

and the subcommission made presentations on the final request for additional data 

and information made by the subcommission during the thirty-fifth session. The 

subcommission also made its presentation pursuant to paragraph 10.3 of annex III to 

the rules of procedure. Finally, the delegation made its presentation pursuant to 

paragraph 10.4 of annex III to the rules of procedure. 

19. Following the receipt of data and information from the delegation, the 

subcommission prepared its draft recommendations, which were submit ted to the 

Chair of the Commission by a letter dated 26 November 2014.  

20. The subcommission took note of the note verbale dated 10 November 2014, by 

which the Sultanate of Oman confirmed that it had no objection to the 

Commission’s considering and making recommendations on Pakistan’s submission.  

21. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the submission during the intersessional period, and that it would 

resume the preparation of its presentation to the Commission on the draft 

recommendations during the thirty-seventh session. 

22. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 2 to 6 March 2015. 

__________________ 

 7  Submission made on 30 April 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/ los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_pak_29_2009.htm. 
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  Consideration of the submission made by Norway in respect of 

Bouvetøya and Dronning Maud Land8 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

23. The subcommission, chaired by one of the Vice-Chairs, Mr. Oduro, in the 

absence of the Chair of the subcommission, met from 3 to 14 November. During 

that period, the delegation of Norway transmitted additional data and information to 

the subcommission in response to the request from the subcommission at the thirty -

fifth session. The subcommission apprised the delegation about its preliminary 

views on a number of issues and indicated areas where it was in agreement with the 

delegation on the basis of the data and information submitted by the latter. The 

subcommission also held a meeting with the delegation, during which the delegation 

presented its responses to additional questions that had been raised by the 

subcommission.  

24. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the submission during the intersessional period, and that it would 

resume its consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

25. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 2 to 6 March 2015. 

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by South Africa in respect 

of the mainland of the territory of the Republic of South Africa9 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

26. The subcommission, chaired by one of the Vice-Chairs, Mr. Charles, in the 

absence of the Chair of the subcommission, met from 20 to 24 October and from 

17 to 21 November. During that period, the delegation provided responses to 

preliminary questions and requests for clarification that had been raised by the 

subcommission at the thirty-fifth session. The subcommission held two meetings 

with the delegation, during which the delegation made a presentation concerning its 

responses. The subcommission made a presentation concerning its preliminary 

views on a number of issues. 

27. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the submission during the intersessional period, and that it would 

resume its consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

28. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 23 to 27 February 2015, including meetings with the delegation during 

that week.  

__________________ 

 8  Submission made on 4 May 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_nor_30_2009.htm. 

 9  Submission made on 5 May 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_zaf_31_2009.htm. 
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  Consideration of the joint submission made by the Federated 

States of Micronesia, Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands in 

respect of the Ontong Java Plateau10 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

29. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Roest, met from 20 to 24 October and 

from 17 to 21 November. During that period, the subcommission finalized the initial 

examination of the joint submission and started the main scientific and technical 

examination. The joint delegation transmitted to the subcommission documents that 

responded to the request for clarification made by the subcommission in September 

2014, and also provided clarifications to an additional question that t he 

subcommission had posed in writing after the first week of deliberations of the 

thirty-sixth session.  

30. The subcommission held two meetings with the joint delegation. The joint 

delegation made a presentation on key elements of the answers provided to  date. 

The subcommission then commenced the main scientific and technical examination 

of the joint submission and made a presentation with requests for further 

clarifications, which were subsequently transmitted in writing.  

31. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the joint submission during the intersessional period , and that it 

would resume its consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

32. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 23 to 27 February 2015. 

 

 

  Consideration of the joint submission made by France and South 

Africa in respect of the area of the Crozet Archipelago and the 

Prince Edward Islands11 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

33. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Njuguna, met from 27 to 31 October and 

from 24 to 28 November. During that period, the joint delegation provided 

responses to preliminary questions and requests for clarification that had been raised 

by the subcommission at the thirty-fifth session. The subcommission held three 

meetings with the joint delegation, during which that delegation made a presentation 

on its responses to the preliminary questions, and the subcommission presented its 

preliminary views on a number of issues. In this connection, the subcomission noted 

that it had completed the initial examination of the joint submission, initiat ed at the 

thirty-fifth session. The subcommission also conveyed to the delegation it s 

conclusion on the outcome of the test of appurtenance. The subcommission then 

proceeded to the main scientific and technical examination of the joint submission. 

Subsequently, the joint delegation made a presentation on its preliminary response 

to the presentation of the subcommission. 

__________________ 

 10  Submission made on 5 May 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_fmpgsb_32_2009.htm. 

 11  Submission made on 6 May 2009; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_frazaf_34_2009.htm. 
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34. The subcommission decided that its members would continue to work 

individually on the submission during the intersessional period, and that it would 

resume its consideration of the submission during the thirty-seventh session. 

35. The meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session will be 

held from 2 to 6 and from 17 to 20 February 2015, including meetings with the joint 

delegation during the latter week.  

 

 

  Consideration of the submission made by Mauritius, in the region 

of Rodrigues Island12 
 

 

  Progress in the work of the subcommission at the thirty-sixth session 
 

36. The subcommission, chaired by Mr. Madon, met from 3 to 14 November. 

During that period, the subcommission completed its preliminary ana lysis of the 

submission pursuant to section III of annex III to the rules of procedure. The 

subcommission also reached a unanimous conclusion on the outcome of the test of 

appurtenance.  

37. The subcommission held two meetings with the delegation. During those 

meetings, the subcommission made a detailed presentation to the delegation on the 

full results and conclusions of the preliminary analysis, including the test of 

appurtenance. Subsequently, the delegation indicated that it would provide further 

data and information and make a formal presentation to the subcommission at the 

thirty-eighth session. In the light of this request, the subcommission decided that its 

members would continue to work individually on the submission during the 

intersessional period, and that its consideration of the submission during the thirty-

seventh session would require only one week. 

38. Thus, the meetings of the subcommission during the thirty-seventh session 

will be held from 2 to 6 March 2015. 

 

 

  Other matters 
 

 

  Trust funds 
 

39. The Commission was informed by the Secretariat about the status of the trust 

fund for the purpose of defraying the cost of participation in its meetings of the 

members of the Commission from developing States. For the thirty-fifth session, 

assistance had been provided to eight members of the Commission, in the amount of 

approximately $172,000. For the thirty-sixth session, an estimated total of $155,000 

in financial assistance was being provided to eight members. The Commission was 

also informed that in 2014 contributions had been received from China, Iceland, 

Ireland, Mexico and the Republic of Korea, and that at the twenty-fourth Meeting of 

States Parties to the Convention Japan had indicated its intention to make a 

contribution to the trust fund.13 As at the end of November 2014, the trust fund had 

an approximate balance of $725,000. 

__________________ 

 12  Submission made on 6 May; see www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/ 

submission_mus_36_2009.htm. 

 13  The contribution from Japan was received on 4 December 2014.  
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40. An overview was also provided by the Secretariat on the status of the trust 

fund for the purpose of facilitating the preparation of submissions to the 

Commission by developing States, in particular the least developed countries and 

small island developing States, and compliance with article 76 of the Convention. 

The Commission was also informed that in 2014 a contribution had been received 

from Costa Rica. As at the end of November 2014, the trust fund had an 

approximate balance of $1,306,000. 

 

  Meeting of the Chair with a representative of a State Party 
 

41. Pursuant to the recommendations made by the Commission at its thirty-fifth 

session (see CLCS/85, para. 76), the Chair of the Commission met with a 

representative of the State Party affected by the breach of confidentiality addressed 

by the Commission at that session. That representative expressed his appreciation to 

the Commission and undertook to bring the information to the attention of his 

Government. 

 

http://undocs.org/CLCS/85

