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| NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG ARTI CLES 2 TO 7 OF THE CONVENTI ON
BASED ON THE CONCLUDI NG OBSERVATI ONS OF THE COWM TTEE
( CERD/ C/ 304/ ADD. 39)

I. Article 2
1. The information provided with respect to the first part of this article in
the eleventh to fourteenth reports (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 11) still fully applies and

no | egal norms which substantially nodify that information have been adopt ed.

2. It should be pointed out that human rights instruments with constitutiona
ranki ng are recogni zed by the National Constitution itself (art. 75, para. 22)
as norms that do not abrogate any of the articles thereof, but instead

conpl emrent them The Constitution thus explicitly rules out any conflict of

| egal norms.

3. In this same connection, the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation has
stated as follows: "...harnony and concordance between treaties and the
Constitution is a fundamental precept. This has been so determned with
reference to the treaties which were given constitutional ranking and therefore
cannot nor could not abrogate the Constitution since that would be a
contradiction in terns incapable of being attributed to the constituent body,
which may not be presuned to have | acked foresight (.) and thus it nust be
understood that the provisions of the Constitution and those of treaties have
the sane standing, are conplenentary and therefore cannot supplant or cancel one
another . (Analia M Mnges v. U B. A, decision 2314/95. Judgenent of

26 Decenber 1996).

4, For its part, the Constitution of the Autononous City of Buenos Aires
states:
"Article 11. Al persons have the sane dignity and are equal before
the | aw.

"The right to be different is recognized and guaranteed and there
shall be no discrimnation that mght lead to segregation for reasons or
on account of race, ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, age,
religion, ideology, opinion, nationality, physical characteristics,
psychophysi cal, social or econom c status or other circunstance inplying
any distinction, exclusion, restriction or detriment.

"The City shall promote the renpoval of obstacles of any kind that,
by de facto limting equality and |iberty, would hinder a person’s ful
devel opnent and effective participation in the political, economc or
social life of the comunity.”

A. National Institute to Conbat Discrinination
Xenophobi a and Raci sm

5. The National Institute to Conmbat Discrimnation, Xenophobia and Raci sm
(INADI) is a decentralized body established within the Mnistry of the Interior
by Act No. 24,515 for the purpose of fornulating national policies and practica
measures to combat discrimnation, xenophobia and raci sm
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6. To accomplish this purpose, as provided for by the above Act, |NADI
performs the foll ow ng functions:

(a) Acting as the body for inplenmenting Act No. 24, 515 (creation of
I NADI ) and Act No. 23, 592 (reparation of noral and material danmaged occasi oned
by discrimnatory acts or om ssions), as well as concordant and conpl enentary
norms, ensuring their observance and the achi evenent of their objectives through
anal ysis of the real situation nation wi de concerning discrimnation, xenophobia
and racism and preparing reports and proposals on these issues;

(b) Pl anni ng and pronoting educati on canpai gns for the devel opnent of
soci al and cultural pluralismand the elimnation of discrimnatory, xenophobic
or racist attitudes, as well as participating in the inplenmentation of such
campai gns;

(c) Conpi I ing and updating information on international |aw and draw ng
up the rel evant conparative reports;

(d) Recei ving and centralizing conplaints about discrimnnatory,
xenophobi ¢ or raci st behavi our and keeping a record of them

(e) Setting up a registry to gather all documents, proof and evidence
related to | NADI objectives;

(f) Providing a full counselling service free of charge for individuals
or groups who are discrimnated against or victinms of xenophobia or racism

(9) Providing free advice and, at the request of the interested party,
asking for the exam nation of judicial or admnistrative actions brought in
matters within its field of conpetence

(h) Maki ng its specialized expertise available in cases relating to
subjects within its sphere of conpetence to the prosecution service and the
courts;

(i) Inform ng the public about any discrimnatory, xenophobic or racist
attitudes or behaviour in any field of national life, especially in the areas of
education, health, social welfare and enpl oyment, whether attributable to public
authorities or entities or to private individuals;

(j) Assenbling prima facie evidence concerning the existence in
Argentine territory of persons who during or after the Second Wrld War
participated in the exterm nation of peoples, or in the killing or persecution
of individuals or groups of persons on account of their race, religion
nationality or political opinion, and where appropriate bringing conmplaints
before the conpetent authorities;

(k) Instituting and pursuing the relevant judicial or adm nistrative
proceedi ngs in respect of persons covered in the above paragraph when sufficient
evi dence exists and in accordance with the provisions of article 43 of the
Nat i onal Constitution;
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() Est abl i shing cooperative relationships with national or foreign
bodi es, either public or private, which have simlar objectives to those of the
Institute;

(m Proposi ng the conclusion of new treaties on extradition to the
conpet ent body;

(n) Concl udi ng agreenents with public or private bodies and/or entities,
either national or international, with a viewto the acconplishment of the
Institute s objectives.

7. The Act on the creation of INADI provides for the Institute to be directed
and adm ni stered by a board of directors consisting of nine nenbers:

(a) A chairman and a vi ce-chai rman appoi nted by the National Executive
froma list of candidates proposed by the National Congress;

(b) Four directors representing the National Executive, each to be
sel ected fromone of the offices of under-secretary in the Mnistry of the
Interior, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, the Mnistry of Justice and the
M ni stry of Education, respectively; and

(c) Three directors appointed by the Mnistry of the Interior on the
proposal of non-governnmental organizations with a recogni zed background in the
fight for human rights and agai nst discrimnation, xenophobia and racism

8. In addition, it is planned to set up an advisory council consisting of
persons representing non-governmental organizations specialized in conbating
di scrimnation.

9. Wth a viewto the invol vement of representatives of the non-governnenta
sector, a public registry will be established in the Mnistry of the Interior to
keep a list of interested entities.

10. Recogni zi ng the inportance of the imediate inplenentation of measures to
eradi cate discrimnation, xenophobia and racismin Argentine society, the
Nat i onal Executive on 31 July 1997 issued Decree No. 721 setting up the body and
designating an official with the rank of Secretary of State to oversee its
functioni ng.

11. In the five nonths of activity of the body, as well as performng the
tasks necessary for the organi zation and working of the Institute, |NADI has
| argely concentrated its efforts in three directions:

(a) Publicity of issues relating to discrimnation through events and
canpai gns to di ssem nate i nformation,;

(b) Surveys of opinion and attitudes concerning discrimnation
xenophobi a and raci sm

(c) Bringing into operation a Conplaints Centre using a free hot |ine
service to receive conplaints, which are acted on in the appropriate way
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(counsel l'ing and/or | egal advice, nediation, prosecution, etc.). Reference may
be made to the information provided with respect to article 6 of the Convention

B. Situation of refugees and imm grants

12. Wt hout prejudice to the information supplied in the previous reports
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 11), the followi ng shoul d be added:

13. The spirit of openness of the Argentine Republic in welcomng foreigners
and its sound tradition on the question of migration were enbodied in the
1853 Constitution and the amendments thereto.

14. There has been a net immgration of nearly 3 mllion Europeans, who cane
between 1880 and 1940 in search of a better living, and of thousands of

di spl aced persons and refugees, including Slovenians, Croats, Russians, Poles
and Hungarians, who arrived after the crises and persecutions caused by the
great wars, all of whom were wel comed by Argentina.

15. In the last 80 years, it has hosted a consi derabl e nunber of refugees and
di spl aced persons, many of them com ng from nei ghbouring countries in search of
asyl um because of the interruption of dempbcratic processes in Latin America in
the 1970s; 12,000 of these persons still enjoy protection fromthe Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and nearly 600 of that
nunber are receiving financial assistance.

16. There are now refugees in the country of nore than 20 nationalities,
originating from Anerica, Africa, Asia and Europe (Angol ans, Liberians, Laos,
Canmbodi ans, Peruvians, Tam|s and Cubans, anobng others), who are being assisted
by the Argentine Catholic Comm ssion for Mgration and the Tol stoy Foundati on

17. Argentina is a party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of

Ref ugees and the 1967 Protocol; furthernore, in 1984 the first denocratic
government after the dictatorship created the Refugee Eligibility Conmttee, the
body which, within the Mnistry of the Interior and with representatives of the
Foreign Mnistry and UNHCR, handl es applications submtted.

18. The current |egislation establishes no restrictions of any kind for
persons recogni zed as refugees, whose rights and obligations are deenmed to be
the sane as those of aliens residing legally in the country. Under the

m gration policy guidelines, they are granted tenporary residence for a period
of three years and can thereafter apply for permanent residence provided they
meet the criteria for mgrants to obtain permanent residence before that tinme
(for example, because of marriage to an Argentine citizen or permanent resident,
or the birth of an Argentine child), they can apply for such status.

19. Speci al precautions are taken to ensure the confidentiality of the
requests and statenments, with no nmention being made of refugee status in the
person’s application for residence and in his |ater documentation. Progress has
al so been made in the matter of protection, with the establishment of a specia
procedure for extradition requests in cases involving recognized refugees and

ot her mnor |egislation guaranteeing the possibility of integration in to the

| ocal | abour nmarket.
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20. Changes have been made recently in the wording of the residence permt
which is granted while the proceedings for recognition are underway, thus
enabling the applicant also to engage in renunerated activities, and al
reference to his status as an asylum seeker is renoved.

21. During the 1980s arrangenents were made by UNHCR for the voluntary
repatriation of refugees of Bolivian, Chilean and Uruguayan origi n who, because
of the processes of denocratization in their respective countries, w shed to
return. At the same tinme, guarantees were provided for the stay of those
citizens with such nationalities who wished to remain in the country because it
was felt that the conditions for their return were not guaranteed.

22. The Argentine Republic, a traditional country of immgration, has in the

| ast 40 years been receiving regional flows of mgrants, especially from

nei ghbouring countries, instead of the European m grants who had predom nated in
the first half of the century.

23. According to the | atest national popul ation census (1991), there are
approximately 1,600,000 foreigners residing in the country, 50 per cent of them
bei ng nationals of neighbouring countries and the remaining 50 per cent having
been born in other countries.

24, The National Constitution establishes in its article 14 the rights which
are enjoyed by "all inhabitants of the Nation .. without distinction as to
origin. Reference is simlarly nade to property and the right to a hearing.
Article 20 refers specifically to foreigners and states that "foreigners enjoy
in the territory of the Nation all the civil rights of a citizen: they may
engage in their industry, trade or profession; own, buy and sell real estate;
navi gate the rivers and coasts; freely practise their religion; make wills and
marry in accordance with the laws. They are not obliged to take citizenship or
to pay extraordinary conpul sory taxes. They may obtain naturalization by
residing two continuous years in the Nation; but the authorities may shorten
this termfor the benefit of anyone so requesting who clains and proves services
to the Republic".

25. Article 25 has since 1853 provided that the Federal Governnment nust
encourage European immgration - which at the tinme was the predom nant flow -

and al so nmakes it inmpossible to restrict, limt or burden with taxes the entry
into Argentine territory of foreigners who arrive for the purpose of tilling the
soi |, inproving industries, and introducing and teaching the arts and sci ences.

This criterion guided the adoption of the mgration | aws and regul ati ons decrees
whi ch thereafter established the criteria for the adm ssion and stay of
forei gners.

26. As in all processes of migration, the continued flow of foreigners and the
i mpossibility of neeting the requirenents |aid down for obtaining | ega
resi dence gave rise to situations of irregular mgrant status.

27. Various neasures taken between 1983 and 1992, invol ving exceptiona
procedures for regularizing the status of migrants, enabled the |egal settlenent
and docunentation of nore than 300,000 foreigners, nost of them coming from

nei ghbouring countries. Studies are at present being conducted with a viewto
the drawi ng up of agreenments with the Republics of Bolivia and Paraguay, from
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whi ch nost of the immgrants are now comng, and these will make it possible to
stream i ne the procedures for dealing with nationals of those countries. In

this connection, account was taken of the experience gained with Peruvian
nationals in simlar circunstances.

C. | ndi genous popul ati ons

1. National Institute of |ndigenous Affairs (I NAI)

28. Al t hough I NAI could not be set up in conformty with to the Act on its
creation (budgetary reasons, representativeness of the indi genous conponents,

di spersion of areas of responsibility based on ministerial representations,
provi nci al representations), most of the tasks that were assigned to it are
being carried out. This aspect is one of the central thenes of the legislative
reformto be undertaken in the Congress based on indigenous participation

29. The Institute enbodi es a nodel of managenent with a | arge conponent of
decentralization through the participation of the provinces within the franmework
of consensual federalism To that end, cooperation agreenents have been signed
with the provinces with aboriginal settlements, nanely: Jujuy, Salta, M siones,
Chaco, La Panpa, Catamarca, Neuquén, Santa Fe, Santa Cruz, Rio Negro, Chubut,
Tucuman, Fornosa, Tierra del Fuego and Mendoza. Neverthel ess, under the
legislation in force, it retains all the functions allow ng for the supervision
and effective application of the rights granted to indi genous peoples by the
nati onal Constitution and Act No. 23,302. |In addition, it works in coordination
with the programres of the O fice of the Secretary for Social Devel opnent in the
O fice of the President of the Nation, as well as with other bodies and
institutions, both public and private, with a view to nmore effective

i npl enmentati on of the programres.

30. The policy and activities of the National Institute of Indigenous Affairs
are hel ping to enhance the dial ogue and the relationship w th indi genous
comunities and provincial governments with a view to observance of the rights
recogni zed by the National Constitution for Argentina’ s indigenous peoples,
especially on the following topics: |egal personality, land, bilingual and
intercultural education, participation and sustai nabl e devel opnent of the
conmuni ti es.

2. Denogr aphi c i nformati on

31. VWil e no up-to-date census information is available on the ethnic
conmposition, nunmber of menbers and areas of settlement of indigenous
conmunities, it can be estimted that:

(a) Wth regard to indigenous persons living in conmunities, the
approxi mate figures indicated by various sources are: between 800,000 and
1 mllion inhabitants belonging to 17 peoples, spread over 15 provinces and
representing 1.5 per cent of the country’s total population. The peoples are:
Mapuche (Neuquén, Rio Negro, Chubut, Buenos Aires); Rancul che (La Panpa); W chi
(Salta, Fornosa, Chaco); Chulupi (Fornosa), Chorote (Fornosa, Chaco, Salta),
Mocovi (Santa Fe, Chaco); Toba (Salta, Fornobsa, Chaco, Buenos Aires, Santa Fe),
Pil aga (Fornmpsa); Chiriguano (Salta, Jujuy), Chane (Salta), Guarani Mya
(M siones); Tupy Guarani (Salta, Jujuy); Tapiete (Salta); Kolla (Salta, Jujuy,
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Buenos Aires), Diaguita-Cal chaqui (Tucunan, Salta, Catamarca, La Rioja, Santiago
del Estero), Tehuel che (Chubut and Santa Cruz), Huarpe (Mendoza, San Juan),
Yagan and Ona (Tierra del Fuego). There are approxi mately 800 comrunities;

(b) In the last 20 years there has been an increasing process of
m gration to urban centres, involving various degrees of integration and | oss of
cultural identity and hence it is very difficult to estimte the nunber of
i ndi genous persons living in cities.

32. INAI is arranging for the inplenentation of tasks in preparation for the
year 2000 popul ation census, including: recovery of nmenory projects; work with
research centres to conplete the ground work for a soci o-econom ¢ and cul tura
survey of indigenous peoples in urban centres.

33. Furthernore, the National Register of Indigenous Comrunities is expected
to include a database on regi stered and unregi stered communities, and this wll
hel p shortly in keeping a record of the existing popul ation

3. Equality before the | aw

34. Wth regard to recognition of the customary | aw and custons of indi genous
persons as a conmunity and as a people - which also entails a need for means of
adm nistering of justice that will ensure the |l egal pluralismnecessary to
guarantee the rights of indigenous persons as individuals - sone progress has
been made. This is denonstrated by the intervention of the Defender-General of
the Nati on.

35. It should be pointed out here that the constitutional anmendnent defined
the Public Attorneys’ office (Mnisterio Publico) as an "independent body with
functional autonony and financial autonony", enphasizing its function of
"pronoting the admnistration of justice in defence of the rule of |law and the
general interests of society" (art. 120). The body is headed by the
Procurator-General of the nation and the Defender-General of the Nation.

36. In connection with the so-called "Pulmari" dispute, in which chiefs and
menbers of Mapuche communities living in the Alum ne area, province of Neuquén
are being proceeded against for the offence of unlawful encroachnent, the

Def ender - General of the Nation personally took charge of the defence of chief
Ant oni o Sal azar.

4. Ri ghts recogni zed by the Constitution since the 1994 reform (art. 75,

para. 17).

Programmes undert aken

(a) "To recognize the ethnic and cultural pre-existence of the
i ndi genous peoples of Argentina”

37. The rights recognized by the Constitution for indigenous peoples are today
generating a deep politico-juridical discussion within Argentine society
involving the full participation of the indigenous peoples and their
conmunities, with a view to passing the law that will govern their scope.
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38. The Programme for Participation of Indigenous Peoples (PPl), financed and
managed by INAl jointly with indigenous and indigenist comunities and

organi zations, held consultations with the indi genous communities in the country
to enable themto express their views, needs and expectations in connection with
the aw reforminspired by the constitutional recognition on matters of concern
to them Meetings were held in |local and regional forums, culmnating in a

nati onal neeting on 2 Septenber 1997. The conclusions were subnmtted to the
Nat i onal Executive, in the person of the Secretary for Social Developnment in the
O fice of the President of the Nation, M. Eduardo Amadeo, and reports were sent
to the Comm ssion on Popul ati on and Hurman Resources and the Conm ssion on
Econony and Regi onal Devel opnent of the Chanber of Deputies.

39. In addition, progress is being nade in inplenentation of the Programre of
Training for the Strengthening of |ndigenous Institutions and Conmunities,
coordi nated by the National Centre of Comunity Organi zati ons (CENOC) and
financed by the World Bank, to inmprove participation in decision-making in

sel f-managed projects involving 13 indi genous peoples. Regional neetings are
currently taking place and a national workshop is due to be held shortly.

(b) "To recogni ze the legal personality of their conmunities”

40. There are currently nore than 800 i ndi genous communities in the country,
nmost of which do not have | egal personality as indigenous comunities.

41. Prior to the constitutional recognition of 1994, by virtue of the

| egislation in force and because of inmmedi ate needs, indigenous comrunities
adopted forns of association alien to their culture. This was done to obtain
| egal personality and fulfil the requirement of the law for acts of vita

rel evance to them They were thus registered in the provincial directorate of
| egal persons, in nost cases taking the formof a civil association alien to
their comunity forns of organization

42. While this legal regine affords the provincial |egal personality to al nost
all the communities of the provinces of M siones, Chaco (46 comrunities),
Fornmpsa (110 communities), and Neuquén (33 communities), in Chubut (7
comunities), in Salta (30 comunities), in Rio Negro (7 conmunities) and in
Tucuman (2 comunities), the majority cannot make use of it because they do not
mai ntai n up-to-date supporting documentation (records of neetings and bal ance
sheet). Pursuant to Act No. 23,302, the National Register of Indigenous
Communities (RENACI) as set up within I NAI by decision No. 781/95 of the Ofice
of the Secretary for Social Devel opnment (SDS), whose function is to keep an
up-to-date |ist of names of communities, whether registered or not registered.

43. On the basis of article 75, paragraph 17, of the National Constitution,
SDS i ssued deci sion No. 4811/96, which substantially alters the way in which the
matter is dealt with, since personality is not granted unless the pre-existence
of the communities is recognized, which means that their own forns of

organi zati on and government are respected and they are entered in this way in

t he RENACI .

44, To facilitate such recognition, INAl is signing agreenents with the
provinces for the introduction of provincial registers, publicizing the criteria
for recognition of comunities, inviting and hel ping the conmunities to obtain
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recognition of their ancestral forns of organization and foll ow ng up neasures
for their recognition will various bodies.

45, Agreenents have been signed for the establishment of registers in the
provi nces of Jujuy, Chubut and Santa Fé (arrangenents are being nmade for such
agreements to be signed with the provinces of Msiones, Rio Negro and Fornpbsa).
Trai ni ng wor kshops on the recognition of personal status have been held in the
provi nces of Jujuy, Chubut, Santa Fé, Salta and Santiago del Estero, in many
cases jointly with the Owership Regul ari zation Programre. A start has al so
been made in the process of reconversion of the persons acknow edged under the
civil lawreginme to their traditional forns.

46. The recordi ng of personal status in the RENACI gives rise to exenptions
from paynment of national taxes on |land, as well as tax on earnings and val ue
added tax, as provided for by Act No. 23,302 (art. 9) and the ruling nmade by the
CGeneral Directorate for Taxes at the Institute s request.

47. In agreenent with the National Directorate of the National Register of
Persons, and within the framework of the ammesty granted for undocunented
persons until 31 Decenber 1997, |INAl has executed a docunent regul arization
programe, which was carried out in the conmunities thensel ves, making sure that
the vernacul ar form of nanmes was respected.

(c) "To guarantee the right to a bilingual and intercultural education”

48. INAI"s work is focussed on support for intercultural education and
teachi ng of aboriginal persons, measures for cultural renewal and historica
research conducted by the indi genous peoples thensel ves as well as educati ona
activities and information intended for society as a whol e.

49. In association with the national and provincial Education Mnistries and
educational comunities, INAl arranges internedi ate-|evel schol arships which

i nclude tutoring for the young schol ars and workshops with teachers; tertiary-
and university-level scholarships; teaching of the nother tongue, both oral and
written; youth and adult |iteracy; devel opnent of al phabets; production of
bilingual teaching materials; training of bilingual instructors and publicity

t hroughout the popul ation of the rights of indigenous peoples recognized by the
Nat i onal Constitution.

50. The Programme to Support Aboriginal Intercultural Education was set in
notion in 1997 with schol arships for aboriginal pupils regularly attending

i nternmedi ate-1evel schools (third cycle of basic general education, if locally
avail able), who are presented by the communities thensel ves and where subsi di es
are contenplated for the students, for a tutor to assist a group of students for
each cycle and for specific workshops with internedi ate-1evel teachers.
Thirty-two projects have been started in the provinces of Buenos Aires, Chaco,
Chubut, Fornosa, Jujuy, Neuquén, Rio Negro, Salta, M siones and Santa Fe, which
cater for 617 pupils at a cost of $597,600. |In 1998 a total of 1,100 pupils
were sponsored in 100 intercultural educational conmunities at a total cost of
approximately $1 mllion

51. The Programme’s basic tool, which has made it possible to achieve these
results was the intercultural educational community. This body of
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representatives of the various sectors involved - parents, tutors, teachers,
directors, representatives of community organi zations - took responsibility in
each project for managing all its aspects: educational, econom c and soci al

It was al so responsible for the final evaluation of each project, including new
el enments to be taken into account in the field of intercultural education and

t he managenent of education. The tutor - as representative of aborigina

knowl edge — furthernore provides reassurance for the parents in the eval uation
of the pupils sponsored.

52. In order to evaluate the education programes, various "Indi genous

Comuni ties and Educati on” workshops were held in Decenber 1996 and 1997 with
the participation of tutors, teachers, bilingual instructors, parents, and

i ndi genous | eaders of the Toba, Pilaga, Mycovi, Wchi, Guarani, Mpuche,

Tehuel che, Di aguita-Cal chaqui, Kolla and Tupi Guarani peoples. Milticultura
participation resulted in an increase in the educational field covered and a
hi gh standard of performance of the pupils, as evidenced in the graduation of
virtually all the scholars, with only a 2 per cent drop-out rate. In addition
the innovati on of evaluation through the working of educational conmunities, as
| aid down in the Federal Education Act, provided new nmaterial relating to
aboriginal intercultural realities that will certainly enable us to increase the
hel d covered in formal education at its various |evels.

53. In pursuance of the policies and strategies to enrich the curricula as

well as the theory and practice of teaching in formal education, an agreenent
has been signed with the Mnistry of Education of Jujuy Province to conpl enent
the activities of the Programme to Support Bilingual and Intercultural Education
with the National Schol arships Programe, thus enabling the Programme to reach
600 students, who will receive grants and tutoring; there will also be workshops
with teachers and a seminar for tutors to reflect on interculturality approach
in education through the identification of cross-cutting issues. The results of
the sem nar and the work of the intercultural educational conmmunities should
provi de i nputs or contributions to refornulate the curricula in the light of the
recognition of interculturality.

54. In 1997 schol arships totalling $152,400 were awarded to 78 students at the
tertiary or university level fromthe provinces of Chaco, Chubut, Jujuy,
Neuquén, Rio Negro, Salta, Santa Fe, Tierra del Fuego and Tucuman. |In 1998

grants were awarded to 100 students and a hi gh percentage of the scholars are
studying for teaching careers to overcone the shortage of bilingual instructors
com ng from indi genous cul tures.

55. The projects given technical and financial support include:

(a) Teachi ng of the nother tongue, in oral and witten form Mpuche
and Toba and revival of the Pilaga | anguage through the devel opment of an
al phabet (province of Fornosa); enployment of Toba craftsmen as m ddl e-1eve
school instructors; devel opnent of new aboriginal curricula in basic genera
education; training in workshops to teach trades according wi th aborigina
culture and the econom c and soci o-cul tural context;

(b) Trai ning of bilingual instructors fromthe Toba, Wchi and Mocovi
peoples in the Research and Training Centre for the Aboriginal Curricul um
(CIFMA), which currently has 33 scholars and teachers from bilingual schools to
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design the aboriginal curriculumw thin the formal education systemin primary
schools 1,333 and 1,334 in the city of Rosario (Toba popul ation) and

school 1,338 of Recreo (Mocovi popul ation), together with the Primary Education
Directorate of Santa Fe Province.

56. In addition, at the request of the United Nations O fice in Argentina, the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts was translated into the Mapuche and Toba

| anguages for a publication to comenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the
Decl ar ati on.

57. The Institute has provided technical and financial support for the
production and publication of the follow ng books, conpact disks and vi deos:

(a) Books publ i shed:

Menmorias del Gran Chaco (reprint). Authors: Encuentro
I nt erconfesional de M sioneros (first volune, second volune in
press);

Tsal anawu (book on initial literacy in Wchi and teaching notes).
Course of Wchi auxiliaries from Chaco and Mnica Zidarich
(teacher). (Pilot edition distributed to the aboriginal auxiliaries
of Chaco, Formpsa and Salta).

Chal anero (book on initial literacy in Spanish and teaching notes).
Course of Wchi auxiliaries from Chaco and Mdnica Zidarich
(teacher). (Pilot edition distributed to aboriginal auxiliaries
from Chaco, Fornpsa and Salta).

Pampas del Sud. Ofice of the Under-Secretary for Culture of
La Panpa, Ofice of the Secretary for Social Devel opment, Province
of La Panmpa.

Manos de |la Menoria. Ofice of the Under-Secretary for Cul ture of
La Panpa. O fice of the Secretary for Social Devel opment, province
of La Panmpa.

Qadede ldagat.. Texts. Results of the course/workshop for the
devel opnent of a Pilaga al phabet held in Las Lonmitas, Formpbsa, with
the support of | NAI

(b) Books in preparation

Reader and teaching notes for Kolla children. OCLADE team
Humahuaca, and specialists of the University of
Buenos Ai res- CONlI CET;

Puebl os originarios en Argentina. Voces del Silencio series.
Volunme |I. [INAlI. Historico-anthropol ogi cal research and texts:

Di ego Escolar. Distributed in schools throughout the country with
or without an aboriginal population, and in indigenous conmunities.
The Voces del Silencio series is also avail able on conpact disk;
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Mapudungun. Author: Lucerinta Canum|. Mapuche | anguage teaching
manual which reflects the experience of the | anguage course given by
Ms. Canum | to children fromher own comunity in 1997,

(c) Conpact di sks:
Puebl os originarios en Argentina. Voces del Silencio series.
Volunme I. [INAI. Distributed in schools throughout the country with
or without an aboriginal population, and in indigenous conmunities.
There are plans to produce nine of the nost popular titles of the
mai n i ndi genous peopl es; produced by the communities thensel ves;

(d) Vi deos:
"Kolla", "Mapuche"” and "Wchi". Three videos produced by
Luci o Boschi and Javier Oivera. Final version in preparation
"Reform of the Constitution", "Pilaga", "Mya-Guarani" and "Toba"
I NCUPO production. In preparation
"Visiones rionegrinas”. Production by the Ofice of the Secretary
for Social Welfare of Rio Negro: record of experiments undertaken
jointly by INAl and the Ofice of the Secretary for Social Wl fare
of Viedma. In preparation

(e) O her informational activities:
Course for teachers and persons interested in aboriginal issues.
Ten |l essons. Thirty hours. Wth the participation of the juridica
branch and the educati on branch;
Sponsorship for the third "Days of Aboriginal Linguistics”, held by
the Linguistics Institute, University of Buenos Aires;
Wor kshop on educati on and | anguage in Santa Victoria Este (Salta)
wi t h non-indi genous and i ndi genous (Chorote-W chi-Toba) teachers;
Wor kshop on the Wchi witing system (with Wchi teaching
auxiliaries from Chaco, Fornpsa and Salta).

(d) "To recogni ze the possession and ownership by the comunities of the |and

they occupy"

58. I NAI

is responsible for maintaining all the machinery available to fulfi

this constitutional and statutory requirenent, including the transfer of other
| and suitable and sufficient for human developnent. It is therefore involved in
i ndi genous | and surveyi ng; designs, executes and finances, together with the

provi nci al

governments and the conmunities, programres for regularizing title to

the lands they inhabit, and executes and finances the processes of expropriation
and purchasi ng.
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59. In the provinces of Jujuy, Chubut and shortly Rio Negro, agreenments have
been or will be signed for the regularization of all fiscal lands in which

i ndi genous conmunities live, namely:

Jujuy: 1,293,000 hectares; 80,343 inhabitants of nore than 150 Kolla and
Guarani communities;

Chubut: 244,300 hectares of |and; 5,648 inhabitants (941 fam|ies) of
20 Mapuche and Tehuel che comuniti es;

Rio Negro: 322,620 hectares for 265 Mapuche famlies living as a
conmuni ty, and plans are being nmade for the indi genous popul ation
scattered throughout the province.

60. A net hod of work has been devised for broad conmunity participation so

t hat the genui ne voice of the communities, gathered in assenblies, can be heard
directly as they express their preference concerning the formin which title to
the land is granted to them and ot her substantive aspects of their interna
organi zation and way of life.

61. The legal formfor transfer of land title contenplated by Act No. 23,302
is community ownership. However, the guiding principle is that the decision
taken by the comunity concerning the node of acceptance of the | and nust be
respect ed.

62. As a result of a discussion with [egal theorists to ensure a uniform
interpretation of the legal framework that should govern the handi ng over of
land to the comunities, and nmore specifically under the Omership
Regul ari zati on Programre being i nplenented in the provinces of Jujuy and Chubut,
covering nore than 2 mllion hectares of fiscal land, it is understood that:

(a) The qualification for restitution is traditional possession by the
i ndi genous conmunities or nenbers of such communities of the land or, where
appropriate, other land suitable and sufficient for devel opment;

(b) The conditions of ownership established by the Constitution
i.e. inalienability, non-attachability and non-transferability, always acconpany
t hese arrangenents;

(c) The traditional formof [and use by the comunities has been
"comunity use". However, the communities will be able to opt to receive the
land in either comunity or individual form wth the restrictions on ownership
applying in both cases. Were the community opts for the handover in individua
form the areas traditionally used by the community - watering places,
pasturel and, roads - nust be kept for conmunity use.

63. Conmuni ti es have opted for the conmunity formin all regions of the
country. A special case has arisen in sone regions of Jujuy and Chubut
provi nces, where because of the geographical conditions the communities are
scattered over |arge areas and have opted for the individual form

64. In addition, agreements have been signed with the provinces of M siones,
Fornmpsa, Salta, Chaco, Tierra del Fuego, Tucuman and Neuquén to finance
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measur enents and provi de the necessary technical assistance for the
regul ari zation of title of provincial fiscal |and inhabited by indigenous
conmuni ties, namely:

(a) Fornmosa: 7,182 hectares; 1,856 inhabitants of Toba, Pilaga and
W chi conmuni ti es;

(b) Neuquén: 70,796 hectares; 3,185 inhabitants of 10 Mapuche
comunities;

(c) M si ones: 5,412 hectares; 900 beneficiaries fromthe Mya-CGuarani
peopl e.

(d) Chaco: 6,348 hectares; 4,000 indigenous persons fromthe Toba and
W chi peoples, former Las Palnmas Plant (nationally owned), of which
4,048 hectares have already been handed over and the remai ning 2,300 hectares
have been neasured and an agreenent with the conmunities is pending.
Measur enents have been conpleted and the transfer of title as comunity property
is pending with respect to a total area of 18,814 hectares occupi ed by the W chi
peopl e (296 aboriginal famlies, or 1,484 persons) in the following districts:
El Vizcacheral, Fortin Bel grano, Nuevo Amanecer, Comandancia Frias, El Sauzal
El Techat, Tres Pozos, Nueva Pobl aci 6n and El Tartagal. Measurenment work has
been financed and the granting of title of the indigenous land to the
Meguesoxochi conmunity associ ati on of Teuco-Bernejito is pending with respect to
a total of 150,000 hectares (14 Toba communities);

(e) Salta: 307,000 hectares of the Finca Grande of Santa Victoria Qeste
for the benefit of 7,000 indigenous nmenbers of the Kolla people, who make up
approximately 14 comunities.

65. Wthin this framework 5,082 hectares have been handed over to
t hree Moya- Guarani comunities of the province of Msiones for the benefit of
360 i nhabitants (89 famlies).

66. Wth regard to the processes of expropriation it may be noted that, after
50 years of struggle, on 19 March 1997 the President of Argentina inplemented
the Act on expropriation granting comunity possession of 125,000 hectares of
Fi nca Santiago, departnment of Iruya, Salta province, to the Kolla community of
Finca Santiago with an investment of $5,020,000. In addition, the anmount
required for the expropriation of 19,000 hectares of Finca San Andrés has been
duly deposited, but the transfer of title has not yet taken place since the
expropriated party has initiated | egal proceedings.

67. Steps are currently being taken to inplement the act on the expropriation
of Finca Tumbaya, providing for the hand over of land to the Kolla comunity of
Fi nca Tumbaya, which covers 24,469 hectares.

68. Land has been purchased for two conmunities in the province of M siones
(446 hectares, 257 famlies) for a sumof $140,000: 2 hectares in the city of
Clorinda, province of Fornosa, for a Toba community in the amount of $35,512,
and 2,300 hectares for the Mapuche Hui sca Antieco comunity, departnent of
Esquel , province of Chubut, preventing the eviction as ordered judicially.
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69. Conmuni ty ownership of |ands of the Amaicha del Valle indigenous

conmuni ty, province of Tucumén, has been secured within the framework provided
by the Constitution, with neasurements carried out on 120,000 hectares, for a
sum of $150, 000, and conpletion of the relevant deed of title.

70. In addition, the bill put forward by the Ona people of Tierra del Fuego,
whi ch was approved unani nously at a session on 23 April of this year, has been
supported and approxi mately 36,000 hectares have been awarded to the Ona people.

71. Admi nistrative and financial support has been provided for the neasurenent
and actual hand over of |ands to the Mapuche communities of Cayun and
Curruhuinca who live in national park areas - Lanin National Park - in the

provi nce of Neuquén (the hand over of land to the Raquitue and Canum |
comunities in this park is being negotiated), as well as the hand over by the
Argentine army of land inhabited by the Miya- Guarani Moorore conmunity in the
provi nce of M siones.

72. The form of participation and representation in coordinating the programre
is suited to the various policies and actual circunstances of the provinces.

One exanple is the programme to be inplenmented shortly in the province of Rio
Negr o.

73. In accordance with the above and to apply the effective right of the

i ndi genous conmunities to participate in all aspects of the hand over and
regul ari zati on of |and ownershi ps, I NAI together with the indigenous conmunities
and the provincial governnent of Rio Negro has helped in 1997 to give i mediate
effect to Provincial Act No. 2287 (1988), which created the Indi genous
Comuni ti es Devel opment Counci |

74. This Council, nmade up of representatives of the provincial executive and
representatives of the Mapuche people, will serve on a permanent basis as the
institutional forumfor joint nmanagenent by the government and population with a
view to establishing and deciding on policies to be inplenented in conplete
observance of the traditional forms of comrunity organization and the transfer
to community ownership of the |ands occupied since ancient tinmes by the Mapuche
peopl e.

75. Two | evel s of decision-making and inplenmentati on have been identified.
The first will have the task of defining policies and strategies, while the
second is concerned with establishing working parties to ensure the attai nment
of the established goals.

(1) Conpl aints received. Action taken. Alternative nethods of dispute
resolution

76. On 27 March 1998, in response to various conpl aints appearing in the mass
medi a, | NAI conducted an inquiry into conpliance with the requirenents of the

| aw and wor ki ng conditions of enployees on the Lel eque and Miiten estates owned
by the Benetton group. During this inquiry, undertaken jointly with the Ofice
of the Under-Secretary for Labour of Chubut Province, questions were asked about
the fulfilment of the enterprise’ s |egal obligations towards pernmanent and non-
per manent enpl oyees, their remuneration, housing, food, work of wonmen and
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mnors, etc. |INAl thus acted to protect the social rights of indigenous and
creole workers within the framework of the |egislation on agricultural |abour

77. In order to obtain information about various eviction proceedi ngs agai nst
i ndi genous inhabitants, |NAl adopted the working nmethod of addressing the
problems in situ, making contact with the famlies and/or communities affected
(cases: Ana Myya, Rogelio Cayecul, Cayulef community, etc.) and the courts
handl i ng the proceedi ngs, studying each case, giving an opinion on its nmerits
and in many instances acting as nmedi ator or providing a forum conducive to the
reachi ng of an agreenent anobng the parties.

78. I NAI al so interceded and took up the requests of various comunities in
the country, including that of the Quilnes indigenous conmunity for

ar cheol ogi cal excavation work to be performed in the vestibule and courtyard of
Qui I mes Cat hedral in Buenos Aires province.

79. In all cases INAI’s approach was to follow up and give effect to article
75, paragraph 17, of the National Constitution, applying its provisions in
respect of possession and ownership of the lands traditionally occupied by the
i ndi genous conmuniti es.

(ii) Mediation

80. Medi ati on commi ssi ons have been created for the settlement of disputes
affecting the Mapuche communities in the Pul mari area, Neuquén province, the
Kolla communities of Finca San Andres, Salta province, and the Mapuche Vera
conmunity in San Martin de | os Andes, Neuquén province. The nediation in al
cases seeks to direct efforts towards an equitable distribution of land in
keeping with the communities’ rights.

(e) "To ensure their participation in the managenent of their natura
resources and other matters of concern to thent

81. I NAI pronotes indigenous participation through technical and financia
support for the inplenmentati on of projects designed to inprove their quality of
life, as well as through coordination with other State social programes to
provi de for equal access to the benefits received by other citizens and active
medi ati on in any disputes arising between the communities and other actors in
soci ety, especially ones that m ght prejudice access to and rational use of the
natural resources of the | ands they occupy.

82. Wth regard to the treatment of political issues, which are to be dealt

wi th under Act No. 23,302 by the Coordinating Council, and the ways in which the
i ndi genous conmunities will be represented on the Council, decisions are now
governed by the new clause of the Constitution

83. In conformty with national |aw, provision has been nmade for the
establ i shnment of an advisory conmittee, which will call on representatives of
i ndi genous conmuni ti es and organi zati ons.

84. However, in some activities such as those under the Programe for
Parti ci pati on of Indigenous Peoples and the Programre of Training for |ndigenous
Popul ati ons of Argentina, inplemented by CENOC (the body referred to
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previously), recognition of the I egal personality of the comunities is intended
to secure a leading role for them permtting their legitinmte representation

85. Efforts are furthernore being nmade to set up specific bodies for
coordi nati on and representation in programres and projects, including:

(i) Sust ai nabl e devel opnent projects

86. Sust ai nabl e devel opment projects have been inplenmented with enphasis on
i mprovenent of housing and community devel opnment, productive projects, famly
and comunity farms, provision and inprovement of comunications and dri nking
wat er supply, as well as infrastructure and institution building.

87. Techni cal and financial support has been provided to nearly 600

comuni ties of indigenous peoples |ocated in the provinces of Fornmpsa, Chaco,
Santa Fe, Jujuy, Salta, M siones, Mendoza, Neuquén, Chubut, Rio Negro, La Panpa,
Buenos Aires and Tucunan. By way of exanple, we may note:

(a) Conpr ehensi ve Rural Devel opment Programme for the Teuco-Bernejito
Wat ershed. First stage: 73 projects concerning agriculture, water supply, bee-
keepi ng, spinning, goat breeding, dressmaking, food production and brick works;
20 training courses are also included to support these undertakings. There are
312 beneficiary famlies (approximtely 1,560 persons) in El Sauzalito, E
Vi zcacheral, El Tartagal, Tres Pozos, Wchi El Pintado, El Sauzal, Nueva
Pobl aci 6n, El Bayado, Santa Rita and Puesto Grande. |In 1996, 76 comunity farns
and 17 cotton plantations were devel oped for 93 comunities, or 2,620 fanilies
(13,100 persons), of the Mocovi, Pilaga and Wchi ethnic groups in the province
of Fornpbsa, at a total cost of $126,014.80. |In 1997, 1,582 fanily farns were
devel oped in the sanme province. Provision of photovoltaic screens for a Mapuche
radi o network, including the installation of seven radios, for the rechargi ng of
batteries in the departnents of Futal euf, Cushanmen, Langui neo, Gastre, Tel sen
Tehuel ches and Senguer of Chubut province, linking up 14 comunities;

(b) Irrigation and supply of drinking water for the Mapuche Ai go
conmunity (Ruca Choroi), department of Al umine, province of Neuquén, executed by
the Faculty of Agrarian Sciences, Comahue National University, for the benefit
of 50 famlies (250 persons) belonging to the comunity; this involves
collecting water fromtwo streanms (Ruca-co and Carrilil) for distribution in the
comunity, thus providing drinking water and enabling sprinkler irrigation of
one or two hectares per famly. The total cost of the project is $217,502, of
which I NAl is making avail able $146,392. Funding is supplenented wth
contributions fromthe nunicipality of Al umne, the governnment of the province
t hrough COPADE, the archbishopric and the Mnistry of Education of the province;

(c) Col l ection of water for fam |y consunption and to irrigate organic
farms in nine Wchi, Pilaga and Toba comunities, for 450 famlies (2,480 famly
menbers and two schools with a canteen for 273 pupils) of five departnments of
the province of Fornosa, in comunity danms; wind mlls and el evated tanks have
been installed. The total cost of the project is $91, 466, of which INAl is
contributing $44,561. The project is receiving technical assistance fromthe
Faculty of Agrarian Sciences of the North-Eastern National University;
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(d) I nputs for permanent nonitoring of pollution levels in the Pilcomayo
river, in the departnment of Randn Lista, Fornosa, for the benefit of 660 W chi
famlies, and approximtely 7,500 aboriginal people in all

(e) Inputs to conplete work on storing and supplying water to dwellings,
fencing off holdings and irrigating one hectare in the Ancalao community, Paraje
Fita Time, province of Rio Negro. The total cost of the project is $13, 856,
with I NAI providing $6,876 and the rest com ng fromthe beneficiaries. The
Soci al Programme for Agriculture and Livestock Raising (PSA) wll provide
techni cal assistance for the project and the training activities planned. Non-
conventional electrification (wind power) and heating for nore than 100 Mapuche
famlies in communities and districts of the departnents of Telsen, Gastre, Rio
Senguer, Paso de Indios, Cushanen, Futal eufd and Langui neo of Chubut province,
covering an area of approximtely 100,000 square kilonetres, or 40 per cent of
the total |and area of the province. The inhabitants will have a w nd power
generating installation (70 units in all), a battery bank, lumnaires, a radio
receiver and a food storage facility, at an installed cost of approximtely
$3,200. The staff of the Regional Wnd Power Centre (CREE) are carrying out the
projects and the assenbly of the entire installation, proceeding on the basis
that nmost of the materials can be produced in the province. The necessary
materials will be provided for building 128 Russian stoves, as used in high-
| atitude regions of Europe. The total cost of the project is $255,600, to be
paid in five equal instalnments, the first having al ready been nade avail able for
1997;

(f) Plan for the Promotion of Indigenous Handicrafts. This has been
under way since the end of 1997 as a tool for enhancing the value of the work
and the culture of the indigenous peoples, which neans catering for the
craftsmen’s work in the fields of education, marketing and the nedia,
revitalizing sales and distribution channels to place the handicraft products
and updating the |l egal and adm nistrative instrunments in the correspondi ng
fields;

(9) I ndi genous subprograme within the Care for Vul nerable G oups
Programme. This subprogramre, funded by the Inter-American Devel opnent Bank,
will begin in June 1998 with a budget - in the formof a subsidy - of 5 mllion

pesos for a period of three years to finance institution building, small-scale
projects and the preparation of project support materials. The programme wll
channel funds to the North-eastern region (natural environnment of the Tucumén-
Oran forest and the arid Chaquefio park of Salta, Chaco, Fornpbsa and Jujuy
provinces. This targeting reflects the fact that nore than three quarters of
t he non-urban aborigi nal popul ati on are concentrated in the North-eastern and
Chaco regions, the departnments earmarked in the project being those with the
greatest unsatisfied basic needs in the country as a whol e;

(h) Conpr ehensi ve Devel opnent Project in the Ranbn Lista departnent,
Fornmosa province. Wth funding fromthe European Union, this project wll
comence in the second half of the current year in the Randn Lista departnment
wi th an amount of ECU 8, 600,000 to assist sone 6,000 indi genous persons
(projects for the construction of dwellings and comunity buil di ngs, self-
sufficiency of market gardens and farnms, bee-keeping, small |ivestock raising,
etc.);
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(i) I ntergovernnental Committee for the Paraguay-Paranad Waterway (ClH).
This is the institutional body for the project, which actually covers the five
countries of the Plata Basin - Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay

- providing an operational systemsuitable for the navigation of the Parand and
Paraguay rivers and adapted to the circunstances of the devel opnent of the
region in general. Gven that the nmeasures to be taken by this body w |
necessarily have an inpact on the devel opnment of the indigenous comrunities,
especially those settled on the banks of the rivers concerned, arrangenents have
been nmade for their participation, inter alia, through the foll ow ng measures:

Hol di ng of i ndi genous wor kshops;

Partici pation of an indigenous Argentine delegate in ClH neetings;

Est abl i shnent of an international indigenous working group nade up of
representatives of the indi genous peoples of the five nmenber countries,

t hrough the Protocol of Corrientes.

(ii) Social security, health and traditional nedicine

88. Wth regard to systenms of social security available for these popul ations,
it has not been possible to institute one that caters particularly for their
situation. However, they enjoy protection under the general schene of

al  owances. For exanpl e:

Mot hers with seven or nore children: irrespective of civil status, al
their children below the age of majority nust be living with them and
they must not hold title to i movable property, in whole or in part;

Persons aged over 69 years who do not have famly menbers obligated and
havi ng the means to support them whether or not they l|ive together, nust
not be owners of imovable property, in whole or in part;

O d-age all owance: available to persons over 80 years of age;

Incapacity: greater than 76 per cent of the total capacity declared to be
normal , in accordance with the schedule of the National Social Security
Admi nistration (ANSES). Neither the applicant nor obligated famly
menbers, whether or not they live together, must be in receipt of other
direct or indirect benefits;

Former Mal vi nas conbatants: the listing of the relevant Arned Forces is
cl osed, and hence there is no possibility of new allowances.

89. I NAI has set up support facilities to manage wel fare benefits and its
heal th-care system In a joint project with the National Welfare Benefits
Commi ssion, INAl intends to cooperate with, guide and advi se people in those
matters, through training workshops and regul ar communi cati on with those
comunities for whomthis subject is a concern

90. Wth regard to traditional nedicine, INAl provides technical and financia
support to primary health-care projects in the departnents of Oran, Rivadavia,
Santa Victoria Ceste, Iruya, Los Andes and San Martin in Salta province and in
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the capital of Fornbsa province, and to projects on nenory recovery in the
departnents of Cochi noca, Santa Catalina and Rinconada in Jujuy province, the
departnment of Cushamen, Chofila in Chubut province and the departnment of Taf
del Valle in Tucuman province.

(iii) Pr ogr ammes

91. In view of the serious situation caused by outbreaks of cholera in the
north of the country, a programre was set up under the Mnistry of Health and
Social Welfare to inmprove primary health care in indigenous communities as well
as to revive their culture, and equi pnent and training were provided to 250

i ndi genous health workers in five provinces.

92. On the basis of the above, the Indigenous People s Health Programre was
established in 1995 and is now in operation. Anong the main achi evenents of the
Programe, which follows an integrated approach to community health, are its
coverage of 40,000 people, the recruitment of 250 indigenous health workers
under agreenents with the Mnistry of Labour, the formation of a nationa
interdisciplinary teamw th indi genous representatives, and coordination with
the Mother and Child Health Directorate. The Programme is operating in Salta,
Juj uy, Chaco, Fornmposa and M siones provinces.

93. One of the projects that stands out is the project to inprove primry
heal th care provided by indi genous health workers and traditional mdw ves in
the Lote 8, El Potrillo and Chorro districts of the departnent of Ranmdn Lista,
i n Formpbsa province. The project was carried out in cooperation with the
Institute of Indigenous Communities, a self-sufficient body reporting to the
M ni stry of Human Devel opment of the province.

(iv) Poverty and unenpl oynent

94. The areas where indigenous communities are found are the areas with the
hi ghest | evels of unnet basic needs. In fact, the areas or places where the
Argentine indigenous peoples |ive are characterized by a marked soci o- economnic
and territorial deterioration, often aggravated by econom c and cul tura
decline, the mgration of the population to other areas in search of work, the
scarcity of work in productive activities (the econony being basically one of
subsi stence) and the inadequate and poor performance of the social services.

95. Al t hough no census figures are available to show the inpact of the
economi c crisis on the indigenous popul ation, there is sonme indirect information
to indicate that poverty and unenpl oynent in that popul ati on have increased.

96. Finally, it should be pointed out that the standard of the policies and
activities of INAIl has |led the Orbudsman to conclude that the reconmendation
made to the Chief of the Cabinet of Mnisters, that he should take the necessary
steps to allow the proper functioning of the National Institute of I|ndigenous
Affairs, has been carried out (see Orbudsman, action 2579: "Argentine
Parliamentary Support G oup for Indigenous Peoples concerning the request for
assi stance fromthe Orbudsman in the inplementati on of Act No. 23,302 on

i ndi genous policies and support for indigenous comrunities").
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1. Article 3

97. As is clear fromthe information provided earlier (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 11,
para. 36), apartheid is not practised in the Argentine Republic. In cases where
a menber of the international comunity has applied this type of policy,
denocratic Argentina has been an outspoken advocate of its abolition

I11. Article 4

98. As nmentioned in the eleventh to the fourteenth national reports
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 11, para. 37), Act No. 23,592 of 21 August 1988 increased the
penalties set out in the Penal Code "when the offence committed concerns the
persecution or hatred of a race, religion or nationality, or is intended to
destroy wholly or in part a national, ethnic, racial or religious group".

99. Under the penal legislation, a racist notive is an aggravating

ci rcunstance of the basic kind (e.g. in cases of homicide). Act No. 23,592

i ncreased the mninum penalty by a third and the maxi mrum penalty by a half for
any crinme comritted with that notive, and provides for prison ternms of between
one nonth and three years for anyone who is a nmenber of an organi zation or who
produces propaganda that is based on ideas or theories of the superiority of a
race or group of people of a particular religion, ethnic origin or col our which
are intended to justify or encourage racial or religious discrimnation in any
form It also provides for penalties for anyone who in any way encourages
persecution or hate of a person or group of persons on account of their race,
religion, nationality or political ideas. For details of the judicial decisions
in application of these regul ations, see the information provided below in
connection with article 6 of the Convention

IV. Article 5

100. The enjoynent and exercise of all the human rights protected under the
present |egal systemin the Argentine Republic are provided for in respect of

all inhabitants of the Republic. As defined by the Argentine Suprenme Court of
Justice, the term"inhabitant” covers both Argentine nationals and foreigners,
and refers to persons residing in the territory of the Republic with the
intention of remaining in it, even though they may not have established domcile
with all its legal effects.

101. Wthout prejudice to the above, the case | aw nenti oned has been

conpl emented by the rules in the human rights treaties that bind the State in
respect of the people under its jurisdiction, and which are applicable to non-
residents. This interpretation is backed up by the provisions of the

I nternational Convention on the Elim nation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, which brook no distinction in their application between

resi dents and non-residents.

102. As stated in the earlier report (CERD/ C/299/Add.11), none of the rights
set out in article 5 of the Convention are subject to any restrictions on
grounds of race, colour or ethnic or national origin, except for politica
rights, which, as in other countries, are subject to certain restrictions based
on nationality.
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103. In chapter 1 of the Constitution, entitled "Declarations, rights and
guarantees", article 20 states:

"Foreigners enjoy in the territory of the Nation all the civi
rights of a citizen: they may engage in their industry, trade or
prof essi on; own, buy and sell real estate; navigate the rivers and coasts;
freely practise their religion; nmake wills and marry in accordance with
the laws. They are not obliged to take citizenship, or to pay
extraordi nary conpul sory taxes."

Specific rights

104. At this point, the reader is referred to the third periodic report of the
Argentine State subnmitted under article 40 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (CCPR/ C/ ARG 98/3) and its second report under
articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights (E/ 1990/6/Add. 16). What follows is presented w thout prejudice
to the above, and by way of synthesis.

105. Under article 16 of the National Constitution, all inhabitants are equa
before the law. The country’s Supreme Court of Justice has interpreted this
provision to nean that the guarantee of equality before the |aw consists in
establishing equal |egal treatnment for persons in largely simlar circunstances.
Consequently, this guarantee does not prevent the legislature fromtreating
differently situations which it considers different, provided that the
distinctions are not based on arbitrary criteria, undue favour or disfavour
personal or class inferiority or privilege, or unlawful persecution. In |anguage
that is already over a hundred years old, the article covers much the same
ground as article 24 of the American Convention on Human Rights and article 26
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the
concordant standards of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, all of which also enjoy
constitutional status.

106. The reader is referred to the information provided in the third periodic
report submtted under article 19 of the Convention against Torture and O her
Cruel , Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnment (CAT/ C/ 34/ Add.5).

107. In accordance with article 1 of Decree No. 2135 of 18 August 1983,
approving the amended text of the National Electoral Code (Act No. 19, 945 as
amended by Acts Nos. 20,175, 222,838 and 22,864), citizens of either sex may
vote provided that they are nationals by birth or by naturalization, over 18
years of age and without any of the disabilities listed therein. Article 2

speci fies who is excluded fromthe electoral list. Wth regard to detai nees and
prisoners, paragraphs (d) and (k) stipulate the Iength of time during which they
are ineligible to vote. A repeal of these provisions is currently under study,

at the request of the Governnent Procurator for the Prison System

108. Wth regard to equal opportunities for participating in the Governnent,
the National Constitution provides as follows:

Article 16: "...All inhabitants are equal before the | aw and adm ssible for
enpl oyment wi thout any other requisite than fitness..!
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Article 37: "...Real equality of opportunity for nen and wonmen in access to
el ected and party office is guaranteed through positive actions in the
regul ation of political parties and in the electoral system?"”

Article 48: "To be a deputy it is necessary to have attained the age of
twenty-five years, to have been a fully qualified citizen for four years, and to
be a native of the province that elects the deputy or to have had two years’
resi dence therein inmedi ately preceding the election.”

Article 55: "The requirenments to be elected senator are: to have attained
the age of thirty years, to have been a citizen of the Nation for six years, to
have an annual incone of two thousand pesos or equivalent salary, and to be a
native of the province that elects the senator or to have had two years
resi dence therein inmediately preceding the election.”

Article 89: "To be elected President or Vice-President of the Nation, one
must be born in Argentine territory or, if one is born in a foreign country, one
must be the child of a native citizen; and one nust possess the other
qualifications required to be elected senator."”

109. It is worth recalling, as noted in the previous report, that since the
constitutional reformof 1994 it is no |onger necessary to be a nenber of the
Roman Catholic Church to be President of the Republic, as was the case under the
Nat i onal Constitution of 1853/1860.

110. The right to travel freely through national territory is fully guaranteed,
with no requirenents or formalities to hanmper the exercise of that right. The
freedom of novement of foreigners living in the Republic is guaranteed, even in
cases where residence is permtted on condition that they establish their
domcile in a particular part of the country.

111. According to article 14 of the National Constitution:

"Al'l inhabitants of the Nation enjoy the following rights, in
accordance with the |laws that regulate their exercise, nanely ...entering,
remaining in, travelling through and | eaving Argentine territory..!

112. Pursuant to Act No. 346, the follow ng are Argentine:
(a) All persons born or who may be born in the territory of the
Republic, whatever the nationality of their parents, except for the children of

foreign mnisters and di plomatic staff residing in the Republic;

(b) Persons born in a foreign country whose parents are native
Argentines and who opt for citizen programme ship of their country of origin

(c) Children born in | egations or on warships of the Republic;

(d) Children born in neutral maritinme territory under the Argentine
flag.

113. Nationality is acquired independently of matrinonial or extra-matrinonia
filiation and of the person’s sex. It is therefore clear that under the
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I egislation in force, men and wonen enjoy the right to nationality on equa
termns.

114. The provisions of the above-nentioned Act establish that the children of a
nati ve-born father or nmother shall have citizenship upon request sinply by
produci ng evi dence of that fact. In the case of children under 18 years of age
whose father or mother is a native Argentine, and who are not recognized as
nationals of the State in which they were born, or who for any other reason are
statel ess, Argentine citizenship my be requested by the person exercising
parental authority, provided that they produce evidence that the m nor neets the
above conditions. This anmendnent was introduced in Decree No. 231/95 of 2 August
1995, which, in addition to what was nentioned earlier, allows the necessary
procedure to be carried out in Argentine consular offices, without the need to
resort to the Federal Judiciary.

115. The followi ng progress in respect of the enjoynment of the right to
nati onality shoul d be highlighted:

(a) The current Argentine | egal system nakes no provision for the |oss
or cancellation of Argentine nationality. Pursuant to Act No. 23,059, Act No.
346, as anended by Acts Nos. 16,081 and 20,835, is established as the law in
force, and all other amendments, including those in Act No. 21,795 on the
cancel lation and | oss of nationality, are repeal ed;

(b) The regul ations in article 3 of the above-cited Act "declare invalid
and wi thout |egal effect the | osses and cancell ations of Argentine nationality
as provided for in the articles ...of de facto Act No. 21,795 and those produced
when de facto Act No. 27,610 was in force", it being established in its article
4 that "those affected by these provisions shall recover their Argentine
nationality ...automatically as fromthe entry into force of this Act..";

(c) Act No. 24,533 introduced anendnents to articles 10 and 11 of Act
No. 346. This revision deals with ways to streamine the procedure for obtaining
naturalization papers.

116. According to the present rules, the definition of marriage is: the giving
of full and free consent by the man and woman in front of the authority
conpetent to performthe cerenony. The | aw sets the mnimum age for marriage at
16 for wonen and 18 for nmen. If the above-nentioned requirenents are not net,
the marriage is invalid. It follows that everyone is absolutely free to choose a
spouse and get married.

117. According to article 14 of the National Constitution:
"Al'l inhabitants of the Nation enjoy the following rights, in

accordance with the laws that regulate their exercise, namely ...using and
di sposing of their property..
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And according to article 17:

"Property is inviolable, and no inhabitant of the Nation can be
deprived thereof except by virtue of a judgement founded on | aw.
Expropriation for reasons of public utility nust be authorized by |aw and
conpensated in advance...All authors or inventors are exclusive proprietors
of their work, invention or discovery for the termgranted them by | aw.
The confiscation of property is hereby abolished for ever fromthe
Argentine Penal Code..!

118. The provisions on succession are stipulated in the Argentine Civil Code.
In that respect, articles 3279, 3288 and 3289 provide as foll ows:

Article 3279: "Succession is the transfer of the active and passive rights
that make up the inheritance of a dead person to the person who survives and who
has been designated to receive it by law or by the testator. The person
designated to receive the estate is called the “heir’ in this Code."

Article 3288: "All natural or |legal persons enjoy the ability to inherit
or receive an estate, unless otherwi se provided for in the [aw "

Article 3289: "There are no legal disabilities that apply to inheriting or
receiving an estate..!

119. It follows fromthe foregoing that there are no | egal inpedinments in the
Argentine Republic to prevent anyone, either in law or through a will, from
receiving an inheritance.

120. According to article 14 of the National Constitution:

"Al'l inhabitants of the Nation enjoy the followi ng rights, in
accordance with the laws that regulate their exercise, namely ...publishing
their ideas through the press w thout previous censorship..”

And according to article 19:

"For private actions that in no way offend agai nst public order or
morality or injure a third party, nen are answerable only to God; such
actions are exenmpt fromthe authority of judges. No inhabitant of the
Nation shall be obliged to do what the | aw does not command or be deprived
of what it does not prohibit."

121. On the question of freedomof religion, article 20 refers particularly to
foreigners and stipulates that "they enjoy in the territory of the Nation al
the civil rights of a citizen; they may ...freely practise their religion..

122. In addition to the above, there are rules to support the freedom of
religion enjoyed by all inhabitants of the Argentine Republic. Thus, as was
noted in the core docunent form ng part of the reports of States parties,
submitted by the Argentine Republic on 1 July 1996 (HRI/CORE 1/ Add. 74), and
wi t hout prejudice to the recognition of freedomof worship in the first
Argentine National Constitution of 1853, it can be said that Argentina is
basically a Catholic country owing to its historical and cultural traditions.
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Article 2 of the current Constitution accordingly states that "the Nationa
Gover nment supports the Ronman Catholic faith,” referring to the financia
support given to the institutions of the Roman Catholic Church

123. As noted earlier, since the constitutional reformof 1994 it is no | onger
necessary to be a nmenber of the Roman Catholic Church to be President of the
Republic, as was the case under the National Constitution of 1853/1860.
Simlarly, menmbers of religious communities of a certain size in the country
enjoy paid religious holidays: this is the case for nenbers of the Jew sh
comunity, who are entitled to paid religious holidays under Act No. 24,571 to
mark the main Jewi sh feasts — the Jewi sh New Year (Rosh Hashanah), the Day of
At onenment (Yom Ki ppur) and Passover (Pesah) - and for nenbers of the Muslim
comunity under Act No. 24,757 of 28 Novenber 1996, which decl ares as non-
wor ki ng days for all inhabitants who are followers of Islamthe Miuslim New Year
(Hegira), the day marking the end of the Ramadan fast (Id al-Fitr) and the Feast
of Immolation (1d al-Adha).

124. The right of peaceful assenbly is fully guaranteed in Argentina under the
current regul ations on form ng trade unions and political parties and on the
right to strike.

125. The reader is referred to the second periodic report submtted by
Argentina under articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Econom c,
Social and Cultural Rights (E 1990/ 6/Add.16) for substantive information on
article 5 (e).

126. The right of access to public places and services is guaranteed by all the
regul ations in force that establish the principle of non-discrimnation

V. Article 6

127. In addition to the governmental resources and conplaints centres di scussed
in the previous report, and on the basis of the anti-discrimnation provisions
in article 4 of the Convention, in April 1998 the first open trial was held of
three individuals charged with the crinme of causing "serious injuries aggravated
by having been committed for reasons of racial or religious hate", in accordance
with the | aw against discrimnation. As a result of the trial, Federal Court No.
3 sentenced the three defendants to three years in prison

128. A simlar case concerned four people tried for crinmes under the |aw

agai nst discrimnation. The charges against themwere related to the discovery
of panmphlets containing anti-Semtic nmaterial, which had been distributed in a
public thoroughfare.

129. The Moroén public prosecutor assigned to the case called for a two-and-a-
hal f-year prison sentence for the | eader of the group accused of printing and
distributing the tracts, which clearly incited racial hatred and persecution
and a two-year suspended sentence for the other three persons involved. For its
part, the conplainant, the Del egation of Argentine Jewi sh Associ ations (DAIA)
called for the maxi mumthree-year sentence for the | eader of the organization
and two-and-a-half years for the others involved.
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130. On 26 May 1998, the federal judge of Morén, Jorge Rodriguez, sentenced Dr.
Ri cardo Russo to three years in prison for possession of anti-Jew sh panphlets
and for breaking the | aw against discrimnination. The judge al so handed down two-
year suspended sentences to the other three defendants, Juan Nufiez, Enmilio
Cafiete and Aparicio Torres.

131. The accused had been arrested in Cctober 1996 during an investigation into
the desecration of graves in the Jewish cenetery in La Tablada. On that
occasi on, they had been rel eased for |ack of evidence |linking themw th the act.

132. Also during the period covered by this report, former Captain Dinko Sakic
and his wife were extradited to Croatia to be tried for war crinmes comitted
during the Second World War, in relation to events that took place in the
concentration canp in Jasenovac. The request for the extradition of the Sakic
coupl e was handl ed by the federal court of Dol ores. The Presidential Decree of
15 May 1998 (Di nko Sakic) authorized the extradition since "there appeared to be
reasonabl e grounds for suspecting that the accused had conmitted crines agai nst
humanity and international |aw'. This step accords with the position of the
Argentine State that crimes against humanity commtted for racist nmotives must
not go unpuni shed.

133. In addition to the action described in paragraphs 45-51 of the previous
report, efforts to conbat this kind of act are centred on inplementing the ful
range of activities of the National Institute to Conbat Discrimnation
Xenophobi a and Raci sm (1 NADI ).

| NADI _Conpl aints Centre

134. A free tel ephone hotline was set up to receive conpl aints about

di scrim nation, xenophobia and/or racism and provides a record of conplaints to
be dealt with by the team of experts fromINADI. By Decenber, 1,192 conplaints
had been received, involving various kinds of discrimnation based on gender
sexual preference, disabilities, ethnic origin, religion, etc.

135. The following are some of the cases dealt with on the free hotline (0800-
69408) set up by INADI to receive conplaints of discrimnation

(a) Mrtha, a nother aged 22, wanted to becone a "volunteer firefighter”
but was told at the Gregorio de Laferrere fire station that she could not
because she was a worman. When her conpl ai nt was received, informal nediation was
undertaken to bring the two sides together, start up a di al ogue and overcone the
| ack of communication that is typical of every case of discrimnation. Today
Mrtha has joined the ranks of volunteer firefighters at the G egorio de
Laferrere fire station

(b) Elvira entered two rifle-shooting conpetitions run by the Argentine
Shooti ng Federation. The first tine she entered, |ast year, she won, but her
victory was not counted because the Federation’s rules do not entertain the
possibility that a woman m ght win a conpetition of this kind. She was prom sed
that the rules would be changed in the next year. This year, Elvira again took
part and cane second, only to be discrimnated agai nst once again. This tine,
whil e | egal proceedi ngs were being prepared, the Mnistry of Justice was asked
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to make representations to the Argentine Shooting Federation with a viewto
anmendi ng the discrimnatory rules governing that body's activities;

(c) Cl audi nho, a black Brazilian citizen, was turned away when he tried
to go into the "Zarapatusa" dance club in the city of Rosario. |INAD intervened
and a conplaint was | odged with the court of m nor offences of Rosario, which
led to the closure of the club as a preventive neasure. Actions were al so
started in the city’'s crimnal court under Act No. 23,592, on discrimnatory
acts;

(d) A group of wonen enpl oyees selling a popul ar consuner product
conpl ai ned that their fenal e supervisor was continually threatening themthat
they woul d be replaced by a male sales team After talks with the directors of
the prestigious conpany, the firm decided to dism ss the supervisor for her
di scri m natory behavi our

VI. Article 7

136. In addition to the subjects on the curriculumin training colleges for the
police, prison staff and other security forces, |aw enforcenent officers
periodically receive training at special semnars. In recent years, this has
been possible within the framework of the technical cooperation programre wth
the United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts under the coordination of the Ofice
of the Under-Secretary for Human and Social Rights of the Mnistry of the
Interior. Inline with this thinking, police and prison staff have received
courses fromnational and foreign experts:

- 1996: "First course for high-ranking officers of the police of Chaco
provi nce".

- Location: city of Resistencia, Chaco province.

- Date: Cctober 1996.

- Partici pants: 40 high-ranking officers of the Provincial Police of
Chaco.

- Organi zers: Ofice of the Under-Secretary for Human and Soci a
Rights of the Mnistry of the Interior, with the cooperation of the
United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts.

- oj ectives: Raise awareness of current standards for the respect and
protection of human rights that are relevant to the work of police
forces.

- Qutcone: The topics were agreed upon in advance. Anal ysis of
problems at the provincial level, with the participation of
provi nci al speakers and with the coll aboration of a non-governnenta
organi zati on, was added to the traditional study of internationa
standards. Copies of human rights instruments were given to
participants. It should be mentioned that a conm ssioner of the
Federal Police of Argentina, who had hel ped organi ze previous
courses for that institution, presented the topic of care for the
victinms of crime.

- 1997: "Human rights course for high-ranking staff of the police
forces of the Patagonian region".

- Location: city of Viedma, Rio Negro province.

- Date: 30 June to 4 July.



- Parti ci pants:
Negro (35 officers),
Tierra de

- bj ecti ves:
human rights of
particul ar

Fuego (2).
Anal yse nationa

Neuquén (5),

Chubut (3),

and i nternationa

rel evance to the work of police officers;
role of police officers in the prevention of violations

and the protection of human rights.

- Or gani zers:
Ri ghts of the Mnistry of the Interior

O fice of the Under-Secretary for
t he Regi ona
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47 high-ranking officers of the police forces of Rio
Santa Cruz (2) and

rul es concerning

study the

Human and Soci a

Ofice for

Human Ri ghts and Community Relations in Rio Negro in the franmework

of the "Strengthening Human Ri ghts”
support of the United Nations Centre for
- Qut cone: The provincia
apply for places on the course.
of the higher

ranks,

institutions

proj ect

invited

i mpl enented with the
Human Ri ghts.

interested officers to
Most of the officers were officers
who attended voluntarily. Police

superintendents and directors of police training institutes

att ended.

- Topi cs included the consideration of problens specific to regions,

presented in a "forunt
made presentations on subjects they considered rel evant:
people (Rio Negro) and community policing (Chubut).
organi zati on and the Director
Pol i ce al so attended.

be prepared by the police
publ i cati on and subsequent circul ati on anong

of a non-governnenta
Care Centre of the Argentine Federa
- The presentations were recorded and w | |
force of Neuquén for

the various police forces.

Activities

in the area of training,

Table 1

pronotion and di ssem nation carried out

at which police officers attending the course

i ndi genous
A representative
of the Victim

by

the Nationa

Pronpbtion Directorate of the Ofice of the Under-Secretary for

Hunan and Soci a

Ri ghts of the Mnistry of the

I nterior

(1996-1997)

Date

Activity

Objectives

QOutcome

31 May — 1 June 1996, Salta

Seminar: "Human rights and
public-sector management", for
officials of the provincial executive
authority

Analyse the responsibilities of the
various departments and their
relation to the protection of
human rights

Training of 60 officials and
provision of advisory material

4-7 June 1996, Annex H,
National Chamber of Deputies

Course: "Constitutional reform
and human rights: their impact on
criminal matters"

Promote the implementation in
court decisions of the human
rights treaties incorporated in the
National Constitution

Given the places available, 53
judges and high-ranking judicial
officers attended

7-11 October 1996,
Resistencia, Chaco

First course for high-ranking
officers of the police of Chaco
province

Introduce current standards for
the observance and protection of
human rights that are relevant to
the work of police forces

By invitation only, 40 high-ranking
officers of the provincial police
attended, and were provided with
advisory material
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Date

Activity

Objectives

QOutcome

21-24 October 1996, Salta

First seminar on human rights for
unit coordinators of the Ministry of
Education and Justice of Salta

Bring the operational unit
coordinators of Salta province up
to date in human rights matters,
so that they can help incorporate
them in the curriculum of the
schools for which they are
responsible

Training of 60 teachers who are
unit coordinators

4-8 November 1996, Mar del
Plata

Regional course on the
preparation and presentation of
reports for the international treaty
bodies

Provide specialized training to
public employees of States parties
on aids for preparing and
presenting the reports prescribed
by international treaties

Training of 30 officials nominated
by the ministries of foreign affairs
of the countries of the Latin
American region, the Caribbean
and Equatorial Guinea

20-22 November 1996,
Coérdoba

Seminar on human rights for
members of the Federal Council
of Courts and High Courts of the
Argentine provinces

Analyse the impact of
constitutional reform in human
rights matters; the limits on the
State’s coercive power; Argentine
cases and the international
system of human rights protection

Analysis, discussions and
conclusions of the judicial officers
attending (40 judges and trial
judges)

5-6 December 1996, in the
federal capital

Seminar: "International Criminal
Court"

Analyse the State’s responsibility
and individual criminal
responsibility, and the draft codes
of offences and crimes against
the peace and security of
mankind; and the Statute of the
International Criminal Court

Great interest shown by
participants in the panels and
discussions

6 March 1997, Viedma, Rio
Negro

Human rights training course for
police officers and trainers from
the police force of Rio Negro

Study human rights principles and
their relation to the work of the
police

Training of 30 police officers and
15 teachers from police training
colleges

22 April 1997, Concepcion del
Uruguay, Entre Rios province

Symposium: "Inter-American
system of protection of human
rights" for judges, public
prosecutors and defenders of the
criminal courts

Study the inter-American system
of protection of human rights and
analyse the international
responsibilities of the State in the
matter

Updating training of 60 officials
from the provincial judiciary

23 April 1997, Parand, Entre
Rios province

Symposium: "Inter-American
system of protection of human
rights" for judges, public
prosecutors and defenders of the
criminal courts

Study the inter-American system
of protection of human rights and
analyse the international
responsibilities of the State in the
matter

Updating training of 60 officials
from the provincial judiciary

6-7 May 1997, Mendoza

Symposium: "Inter-American
system of protection of human
rights" for lawyers

Understand the scope and
implications in professional
practice of the constitutional
status of human rights treaties

Updating training of 70
professionals from the Bar
Association of the province
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Date

Activity

Objectives

QOutcome

12-15 May 1997, city of
Buenos Aires

"Second symposium on the prison
system and human rights", for
officials of the Federal Prison
Service, public prosecutors and
judges, featuring foreign experts

Analyse conflictual elements of
prison life; promote the correct
interpretation of constitutional
clauses and the implementation of
human rights standards relating to
the situation of persons deprived
of their liberty

Updating training of 60 people
with an interest in prison
problems, through workshops
designed for that purpose

30 June — 4 July 1997,
Viedma, Rio Negro province

"Human rights course for high-
ranking staff of the police forces
of the Patagonian region”,
featuring international police
officers who are experts on
human rights

Analyse current national and
international human rights
standards that are relevant to the
work of police officers; and study
the particular role of police
officers in the prevention of
violations and the protection of
human rights

Updating training of 47 high-
ranking officers of the police
forces of the Patagonian region,
who took part in workshops and
made presentations on relevant
topics

11-12 July 1997, Salta

"Human rights course for the
Public Attorneys Office of Salta
province", for public prosecutors
and defenders from the provincial
judiciary

Study the way the inter-American
system of protection of human
rights works and analyse the
American Convention on Human
Rights

Updating training of 36 public
prosecutors and defenders from
the provincial judiciary

21-23 October 1997,
Resistencia, Chaco

In-depth courses on human rights
for teachers at the three levels of
the provincial education system

Study the concepts of the human
being, society and the State
implied in human rights principles
and standards; analyse strategies
and methods to integrate human
rights into education

Updating training of 100 primary,
high-school and university
teachers in the content and
methods of teaching human
rights in the educational system

10-12 November 1997, La
Plata, Buenos Aires province

"Human rights seminar”, for
judges and lawyers, featuring
international experts

Analyse the responsibility of
judges and magistrates in the
implementation of human rights
standards

Updating training of 150 judicial
officers; analysis of the
recommendations and rulings of
the inter-American human rights
bodies

14-15 November 1997, Santa
Rosa, La Pampa

"Course on the Inter-American
system of protection of human
rights" for judges and magistrates,
featuring international speakers

Provide an update on human
rights theory and promote the
implementation of human rights
standards

Updating training of 80 judges
and magistrates from the
Patagonian region; analysis of
cases, recommendations and
judgements of the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights
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Table 2

Activities carried out by the Institute for the Promotion of Human Rights

(1996-1997)

1996

Seminar on "Twenty years on: democracy and human rights”, held in the city of Mendoza

Lecture on "Social work and human rights", at the National Meeting of the Federation of Academic Departments of
Social Work, in the Social Sciences Faculty of the National University of San Juan

Seminar on "Human development and affirmative rights action”, held in the city of Formosa

Participation in the seminar on "Human rights and public-sector management", held in the city of Salta

Seminar on "Violence and discrimination”, held in Viedma

Lecture on "Social work and human rights", in the Social Services Institute in Corrientes

Seminar on "Violence and discrimination”, held in General Roca, Rio Negro

Seminar on "University and human rights", held in the National University of San Luis

Participation in the seminar on "Women and human rights", organized by the Social Sciences Faculty of San Juan
Seminar on "Social work and human rights”, held in the National University of Cuyo

Seminar on "Violence and discrimination”, held in Bariloche

Presentation of the book "Twenty years on: democracy and human rights, a challenge for Latin America", in
Mendoza, Buenos Aires (and shortly afterwards in Santiago, Chile)

1997

Seminar on "Violence and discrimination”, held in Bariloche and El Bolson, jointly organized with the Provincial
Human Rights Office of Rio Negro and the National University of Comahue (20-22 March)

Presentation of the book "Twenty years on", proceedings of the seminar held in Mendoza in March 1996 (5 May in
Santiago, Chile, and 6 May in Mendoza)

Seminar on "Science, peace and human rights", held in the Balseiro Institute in Bariloche between 12 and 16 May.
It was attended by 30 scientists working in the natural sciences and by teachers and researchers from universities
and from the national science and technology system. Sponsored by the National Secretariat for Science and
Technology and the National University of Cuyo, it was also attended by international experts

Round table on "Sectarianism, religious intolerance and human rights", held jointly with the National University of
Quilmes in preparation for the first international workshops on "Religion, society and human rights", and with the
participation of members of various religious orders

Essay-writing competition for university teachers on "Forming a new concept of human rights", jointly organized
with the Argentine branch of the World University Service and the National University of Quilmes

"Workshops on social work and human rights", held on 7 August in the auditorium of the Centre for Advanced
Studies of the University of Buenos Aires, and organized by the Social Work Department and the Extramural
Studies Secretariat of the Graduate Office of the University of Buenos Aires. The book "Human rights: ethical
commitment of social work", a collection of contributions to a seminar held in the National University of Cuyo, was
presented at the workshops

First international workshops on "Society, religion and human rights", held in the National University of Quilmes
from 29 to 31 October, organized jointly with that university and the Office of the Under-Secretary. It was attended
by international experts as well as by bishops and dignitaries representing the Catholic and Methodist churches
and the Jewish religion, among others

National meeting on "University and human rights", held from 3 to 5 November in Rio Ceballos, Cérdoba, in which
11 national, one private and three Latin American universities participated

Training modules for staff on "Controlling social conflict”, organized by the National University of San Juan, in
October and November

First workshop on "Human development and affirmative rights action”, jointly organized with the National
University of Comahue and the Governments of Rio Negro and Neuquén on 10 and 11 December
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Table 3

Activities carried out by the Federal Council of Human Rights (1996-1997)

7 June 1996 Fifth meeting of the Federal Council
of Human Rights

Updating the programmes of the Office of the Under-Secretary:
Promotional strategies; Memory and historical reparation, techniques and
prevention; Convention on the Rights of the Child; Communications
policy for 1996. Attended by 18 representatives.

21 October 1996 Presentation of the book "Critical
thinking on human rights"

Publication of selected lectures from the four seminars organized by the
Federal Council of Human Rights, published by EUDEBA. Attended by
120 people.

11 April 1997 Sixth meeting of the Federal
Council of Human Rights

Updating the programmes of the Office of the Under-Secretary: Progress
in building the computer network; New international conventions;
Stocktaking and perspectives for 1997 and 1998. Attended by 17
representatives (including the representative of the city of Buenos Aires).

137. A total of 1,940 officials of the executive, legislative and judicia
authorities of various provinces of the country have been trained within the
framework of the activities of the Federal Council of Human Ri ghts.

138. The activities that were begun

and those that were continued in 1998 can

be added to the information given in the tables above:

- A radio and tel evision canpaign is under way to publicize the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

- Copi es of the Universal De
educational institutions a

- I nformal human rights educ
jointly with governnental,
organi zations to train pub
provincial civil service)
of human rights;

- In the framework of the co
Government and the Ofice
for Human Rights, lawenfo
security forces, judges, e

- Cour ses have been given to
educational system

- Agreenents on technical co
wi th national and private
country, and joint activit

- The journal "Hechos y dere
be published, along with v
i ssues;

claration were made and distributed in
nd ot her public buildings;

ation programres have been carried out
non- governnental and internationa

lic officials (fromthe national and

in the theoretical and practical aspects

operation agreement between the Argentine
of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner
rcement officials (fromthe police and
tc.) have been trained,

teachers at all three |l evels of the

operation and assi stance have been signed
universities frommany parts of the

i es undertaken;

chos" ("Actions and rights") continues to
arious new publications on human rights
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- Thanks to the Federal Council of Human Rights, the proposal to carry
out activities as part of the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on was rmade a reality throughout the country. The provinces
of Mendoza, Rio Negro, Neuquén, Salta, San Luis, Chaco, Santa Fé,
Entre Rios, Buenos Aires and La Rioja all participated in the
activities.

139. Below are details of the schedule of activities planned for 1998 as part
of the Decade for Human Ri ghts Education

Mar ch

Purchase of 400 specialized bibliographic items on the subject of human
rights for the docunmentation centre of the Ofice of the Under-Secretary
for Human and Social Rights of the Mnistry of the Interior. The purchase
was funded under a cooperation agreenent with the Ofice of the United
Nat i ons Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

A course on human rights for civil servants was held (five sessions
between 9 and 23 March).

April

On 2 April, the Ofice of the Under-Secretary for Human and Social Rights
of the Mnistry of the Interior and the Ceneral Labour Confederation

si gned an agreenent whereby they undertook to hel p consolidate the
denocratic system by inproving the enforcement of fundamental rights. The
basic aims of the agreenment include helping to train human resources in
pronotion, prevention, guidance and assistance in the field of human
rights and carrying out activities in the framework of the objectives and
the Plan of Action of the Decade;

Launch of the national poster and | ogo conpetition to commenorate the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
Inclusion of a caption referring to the fiftieth anniversary of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights in all the programres of the

Col umbus theatre in the city of Buenos Aires;

Cel ebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the American Declaration of the
Ri ghts and Duties of Man: lecture by Dr. Héctor Gross Espiel in Governnent
House Museum

Publ i cati on of "The adm nistration of justice and human rights", a
sel ection of lectures by national and international experts;

Seventh neeting of the Federal Council of Human Ri ghts.
May

Trai ning course on human rights for police commanders from Santa Fé
provi nce;

"Training for trainers of police" workshops, for officials who had al ready
attended a course simlar to the one in Santa Fé, and given previously in
Buenos Aires, Resistencia and Viednmm;
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On the 9th, 16th and 23rd, a "Training for trainers" course was provided
for teaching staff fromteacher-training colleges in the city of Buenos
Aires;

First meeting to set up a national team of human rights trainers for
police officers, held in the city of Buenos Aires;

Exhi bition and prize-giving for the national poster and | ogo conpetition
to coomenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts (National Miseum of Fine Arts, city of Buenos Aires);

Round table on "Values and human rights at the end of the twentieth
century" (Sala Leopol do Lugones, at the Book Fair).

June

General course on human rights for agents of change (three sessions);
Publication of issue No. 5 of the journal "Actions and rights", devoted to
the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man

Human rights workshop (city of Buenos Aires);

Wor kshop for internediate-|evel teachers of La Panpa province.

July

Andean Musi cal Anbassadors: choral concerts by Misica Esperanza in the
provi nces of Jujuy, Santiago del Estero, Tucumén, Coérdoba, Santa Fé and
Buenos Aires;

Model scul pture conpetition: prize provided by the Ofice of the Under-
Secretary for Human and Soci al Rights.

August

Wor kshops on "Processing information on human rights", for |ibrarians and
directors of libraries or docunentation centres;

Sem nar on "Social policies and human rights”, for teachers of all |evels,
uni versity graduates and students (Salta province);

Wor kshops on "Communi ty i nvol venent and the observance of the rights of
the child and adol escents” (Mendoza province);

First technical neeting of the Inter-University Human Ri ghts Network,
Uni versity of Lanus, province of Buenos Aires.

Sept enber

Training courses will be held for public defenders and for judges and
judicial officers.
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Oct ober
Human rights course update for teachers;

Between the 8th and the 14th, there will be screenings of filns and vi deos
fromthe Southern Conmon Market (MERCOSUR) and the European Union on the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Conpetition for paintings on human rights.
Novenber

Concert to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts (Col unmbus theatre).

Decenber

Fiftieth-anniversary sports cup, to be hosted by the Club de Amigos in the
city of Buenos Aires;

Pl anned publication of "The police and human rights”, a collection of
sel ected specialist |ectures.

140. Wthout detracting fromthe above, the project called "Kites with a
message: small bridges to fraternity” deserves a special nention. The objective
of the "School to school" project is to pronote cultural and recreationa
exchanges between urban and rural schools in Neuquén province, in a nove
approach to the rights of the child.

141. For its part, the National Institute to Conbat Discrimnation, Xenophobia
and Racism (I NADI) has carried out various activities.

142. In order to increase people’ s awareness of the problens related to
di scrim nation, xenophobia and racism |NADI has begun a series of pronotiona
and di ssem nation activities:

- The "Enough of discrimnation!" canpaign, carried out jointly with
the USA Network television channel with the aimof combating every
formof discrimnation by involving celebrities fromthe world of
cul ture;

- Spreadi ng the nmessage in schools, ongoing talks in secondary school s
to encourage students to becone actively involved in conbating
di scrim nation;

- The "Politics of difference" conference organized by INAD in
Gover nment House on 23 Cctober 1997, with the participation of the
regi onal del egate of the International Organization for Mgration
Dr. Lelio Marnora; Dr. Angel Escudero de Paz, director of the United
Nati ons information service; the Director of the Centre for Latin
American Mgration Studies, Dr. Mario Santillo; and the Director of
the Soci ol ogy Departnent of the Faculty of Social Sciences at the
Uni versity of Buenos Aires, Néstor Cohen
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Children’s "anti-discrimnation" drawi ng conpetition, broadcast on
t he USA Network television channel under the auspices of |INADI, for
fourth-grade Argentine school children. The w nning picture was put

on display in Garraham Hospital on 8 Novenber 1997,

Cerenony involving the Bolivian community in Argentina, held on 4
Decenmber in the Col umbus Room of Governnment House, designed to

hi ghli ght the historical ties between our countries and the need to
encourage greater cultural integration

Meeting with the Towns Comm ssion for Urban Devel opment of the city
of Buenos Aires, held in Governnment House on 9 Decenber, with the
ai m of analysing the problens of discrimnation |linked to poverty
and urban devel opment;

Meeting with representati ves of Asian communities to anal yse
progress in and obstacles to the integration of imrgrants from
Chi na, Japan and the Republic of Korea;

The setting-up of regional branches to run activities nore
efficiently: INADI has set up regional branches in Santa Fé and
Entre Rios provinces, and a sub-branch in Avell aneda, Buenos Aires
provi nce. This process of decentralization of the Institute wll
continue during the forthcom ng year

Cooperation agreements to conbat discrimnation, xenophobia and
raci sm which have been drawn up with various institutions, such as
the University of Buenos Aires, the Catholic University of
Argentina, the Del egati on of Argentine Jew sh Associations (DAIA),
t he Orbudsman of Santa Fé province, the Association of Volunteers
agai nst Discrimnation (Rosario) and the Brigadier General San
Martin Foundati on of Cordoba province.

The followi ng projects are also at an advanced stage of preparation

I nternational Congress on Discrimnation, Xenophobia and Racism to
be held in Buenos Aires in 1998, to which various internationa
figures have been invited;

Buenos Aires — Cape Town yacht race, a sporting synmbol of the
cultural integration of our countries, to be held in 1999. The event
was announced on 27 Novenber 1997 and registration is open for those
wi shing to enter.



