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Caner oon

1. At its 1265th, 1266th and 1267th neetings, the Conmittee on the
El i m nati on of Racial Discrimnation considered the tenth to fourteenth
periodic reports of Caneroon as submitted in a single docunent
(CERD/ C/ 298/ Add. 3). At its 1273rd neeting, held on 20 March 1998, the
Committee adopted the foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A.  Lntroduction
2. The Committee wel conmes the submi ssion of the State party's periodic
report and the presence of, and opportunity to resunme dialogue with a
del egation fromthe country. It notes with satisfaction that the report

conplies with its guidelines and takes into account its |atest conclusions
concerning the State party. The Committee further notes that the ora
information provided in a spirit of frank and open dial ogue by the del egation
of Caneroon was a useful supplenent to the witten report.
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B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentation of the Convention
3. Note is taken of Caneroon's considerable ethnic, religious, linguistic,

cultural, geographical and econonic diversity.

C. Positive aspects

4, The Committee notes the State party's adoption on 18 January 1996 of a
new Constitution that guarantees, inter alia, the protection of the rights of
m norities and indi genous peoples and its ratification of numerous human

ri ghts conventions.

5. The Committee wel cones the establishnment by a decree dated
8 Novenber 1990 of the National Conmittee on Human Rights and Freedons. It
notes with interest the activities of that body.

6. The information provided on the conmposition of the population and the
country's social, economc and cultural indicators is also considered very
positive.

D. Principal subjects of concern

7. The inadequacy of the present |egislation, especially the Penal Code, to
enable the State party fully to discharge its obligations under article 4 of
the Convention is a subject of concern

8. It is regrettable that the report provides no figures concerning ethnic
groups' representation at the various levels of political life and the civi
servi ce.

9. Protection of the rights of mnorities and indigenous peoples to enable
themto live in harnony in their environment is, especially as regards the
Pygm es and Boro, a subject of concern in the light of article 2, paragraph 2,
of the Convention and of the Cormittee's CGeneral Reconmendation XXIII on the
ri ghts of indigenous peopl es.

10. Information is required on the legal reginme applicable to aliens living
in the State party.

11. Concern was expressed with respect to article 5 (b) of the Convention
about allegations of infringements of the right to security of person

12. The absence of information on individual population groups' enjoyment of
econom c, social and cultural rights and access to devel opment programes and
projects is regretted.

13. The State party's assertion that no cases involving discrimnation, in
particul ar based on article 242 of the Penal Code, are ever brought before the
courts and that there is therefore no case lawin the matter is a subject of
concern in the light of articles 4 and 6 of the Convention
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14. Wth respect to the inplenentation of article 7 of the Convention, the
i nformati on provi ded on neasures to ensure equal treatnent for ethnic groups
regardi ng teaching, culture and information and to devel op human rights
training for |aw enforcenment agents is inadequate.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

15. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to review donestic law, particularly the Penal Code, in order to
include init all the provisions required by article 4 of the Convention

16. Wth reference to paragraph 8 of the guidelines, the Cormittee requests
the State party to provide informati on on ethnic groups' representation at the
various levels of political life and the civil service and on their enjoynent

of economi c, social and cultural rights.

17. Wth a viewto promoting and protecting the rights of mnorities and

i ndi genous peoples, the Comrittee reconmends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures, particularly as regards deforestation that nmay harm such
popul ati on groups.

18. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures provided for by the Convention to prevent and elimnate acts of
raci al discrimnation against aliens.

19. The Committee reconmends that the State party guarantee all persons
within its territory, irrespective of race, colour or ethnic origin, enjoyment
of the right to security.

20. The Committee requests the State party to take all necessary nmeasures to
guarantee freedom of expression to all persons, irrespective of race, colour
or ethnic origin, and to guarantee freedom of the press.

21. Wth respect to the inplenmentation of article 6 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party facilitate access to the courts for
victinms of racial discrimnation so that the perpetrators of racist acts can
be brought to trial and the victinms of such acts can obtain reparation

22. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to give full effect to the provisions of article 7 of the Convention
concerning education, training and human rights information. Human rights
training for agents of the State is especially recommended. The State party
is also requested to take all appropriate steps to acquaint the popul ation
with the Convention and to publish the Governnment's periodic reports and the
Conmittee's observations. The Conmittee further recommends that the State
party strengthen its relations with associati ons and non-governnmental bodies
seeking to pronote the rights recognized in the Convention

23. The Committee reconmends that the State party provide in its next report
detailed information on the inplenentation of articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the
Convention to suppl enent and update the still inconplete information given in

the fourteenth report.
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24. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention adopted at the fourteenth neeting of
States parties.

25. It is noted that the State party has not nade the declaration referred
toin article 14 of the Convention. A nunber of nenbers of the Conmittee have
asked that the State party consider doing so.

26. The Committee invites the State party to submit its next periodic
report, due on 24 July 2000, as an update taking into account the points
raised in the present observations.



