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Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

Al geria

1. At its 1216th and 1217th neetings, held on 4 and 5 August 1997, the
Committee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation considered the el eventh
and twelfth (consolidated) periodic reports of Algeria (CERD C/ 280/ Add. 3) and
adopted, at its 1235th nmeeting, held on 18 August 1997, the follow ng

concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt r oducti on

2. The Committee expresses its appreciation for the opportunity to resune
its dialogue with the State party and for the additional information that the
State party’s delegation provided during its oral presentation. However, the
Conmittee regrets that the report does not fully conmply with the reporting
guidelines and that it fails to provide concrete information on the

i npl enmentation of the Convention in Algeria and on the actual enjoynent by the
popul ation of its rights.

B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

3. It is recognized that Algeria has to face economc, social and politica
chal l enges, and it is experiencing econoni c and social problens which m ght
have a negative inpact on the situation of the popul ation and which inpede the
full enjoynent of econom c and social rights.
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4. The Conmittee also notes that the climate of violence which has been in
exi stence in Algeria since 1989, and severely affects the civilian popul ation
is an additional and serious obstacle to the full inplenmentation of the

Conventi on.

C. Positive aspects

5. The Committee warmy appreciates the efforts of the State party to
i mpl enent the Convention under adverse circunstances.

6. It is noted with great appreciation that the State party has made a
decl aration under article 14 of the Convention recognizing the conpetence of
the Conmttee to receive and consider comuni cations fromindividuals or
groups of individuals.

7. The Committee wel conmes the fact that, in accordance with article 123 of
the Constitution, international instrunents, such as the Convention, that have
been ratified, pronmulgated and inplenented by Algeria are part of the State
party's domestic |aw and take priority over nornms of donmestic |aw that
contradi ct them

8. The setting up of the National Cultural Council in 1990, the
establishment in 1992 of the National Human Ri ghts Cbservatory and the
establishnment of the O fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner on Amazi ghe Status in
1995, as well as the restructuring of the Amazi gh | anguage to make instruction
in this language in schools and universities possible, is noted with

appreci ation.

9. The Committee notes with appreciation that education at all levels is
free, as is public health care.

D. Principal subjects of concern

10. Concern is expressed over the insufficiency of information on the ethnic
conmposition of the popul ation of Algeria, which makes it difficult to identify
vul nerabl e groups and to evaluate activities intended for their benefit.

11. Al t hough the periodic report contains information on |egislative
measures, the Conmittee regrets the lack of information on judicial

adm ni strative or other neasures adopted by the State party to give effect to
the provisions of the Convention

12. Al t hough article 28 of the Algerian Constitution provides for

non-di scrimnation, together with equality before the | aw and equal protection
of the law without discrimnation, the Comrittee is concerned about the
failure of the Governnent to incorporate the prohibition of “racial
discrimnation” in its domestic law, in accordance with the Convention

13. Concern is expressed that the State party has not fulfilled all the
requi renments of article 4 (a) and (b) of the Convention

14. It is also noted with concern that the lack of information in the report
on the inplenentation of article 5 of the Convention nakes it difficult for
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the Conmttee to evaluate the situation with regard to the enjoynent of civil,
political, economc, social and cultural rights by the population in Al geria,
and in particular by nmenmbers of the various ethnic groups.

15. The [ ack of conprehensive information on instances where conplaints are
| odged by individuals alleging acts of racial discrimnation and on
conpensation paid to victins of such acts makes it difficult to assess whether
the provisions of article 6 of the Convention are inplemented effectively in
Al geri a.

16. VWi le the statenent nmade by the del egation of the State party regardi ng
human rights training of judges and | aw enforcenent officials, as well as
human rights education at the university level, is welconed, the information
inthe witten report does not enable the Commttee to evaluate the extent and
i mpact of such progranmes.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

17. The Committee reconmends that the State party describe in its next
periodic report all the legislative, judicial, admnistrative or other
measures which give effect to the provisions of the Convention, in accordance
with article 9 of the Convention.

18. The Conmittee recommends that the State party consider incorporating in
its domestic legislation a prohibition of racial discrimnation, in accordance
wi th the Conventi on.

19. The Committee reiterates its recomendati on, nmade during the
consideration of the tenth periodic report, that the State party provide the

i nformati on on the conposition of the popul ati on requested in paragraph 8 of
the reporting guidelines and, in particular, information on social indicators
reflecting the situation of the ethnic groups, including the Berbers. Such
information is essential for the Governnment itself to detect possible patterns
of discrimnation and for the Conmittee to nmonitor effectively the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. |In this connection, the Committee draws the
attention of the Government of Algeria to its General Recommendation IV and
suggests that the State party take into consideration its Cenera
Recommendation VII1 concerning the identification of menbers of particular
raci al or ethnic groups.

20. The Committee stresses that the provisions of article 4 of the
Convention are mandatory and should be fully inplemented, as stated in its
CGeneral Recomendation VII. In order to prevent the dissem nation of racist

ideas and incitenent to racial hatred, the Conmttee reconmends that the State
party comply fully with its obligations under article 4 of the Convention and,
in particular, declare illegal and prohibit any organi zati on which pronotes or
incites racial discrimnation. Due account should be taken of the Conmittee’'s
CGeneral Recommendati on XV.

21. The Committee reconmends that the enjoynent by everyone without

di scrimnation of the rights listed in article 5 of the Convention be ensured,
in particular the right to security of person and protection agai nst viol ence
or bodily harm(art. 5 (b)). |In connection, with article 5 (e) of the



CERD/ ¢/ 304/ Add. 33
page 4

Convention, adequate indicators and other means of nonitoring the economn c and
soci al conditions of the ethnic groups should be devel oped. |In that regard,
the Committee reconmends that the State party provide, in the next periodic
report, fuller information on the protection of the rights to work, housing
and education fromdiscrimnation on grounds of ethnic origin, contained in
article 5.

22. The Committee reconmends that the next periodic report of the State
party contain all available information on conplaints and court cases relating
to acts of racial discrimnation and also information on the right of

i ndi vidual s to seek adequate reparation for any danage suffered as a result of
such discrimnation, as provided for in article 6 of the Convention

23. The Committee reconmends that the Government of Algeria continue and
strengthen its human rights training activities for judges, |awers and

magi strates and put special enphasis on education and sensitization programres
about the provisions of the Convention, in accordance with article 7 of the
Convention. This type of training should also be provided to | aw enforcenent
officials and nmenbers of the arnmed forces. Due account should be taken of the
Committee's CGeneral Reconmendation X

24, The Committee reconmends that the State party launch an effective

i nformati on canpaign in order to informand educate all sectors of society on
t he provisions of the Convention and informthem of the renmedy avail abl e under
article 14 of the Convention. Additionally, the State party should ensure the
wi de di ssemination of its report and of the concluding observations of the
Conmittee.

25. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention, adopted by the 14th neeting of
States parties.

26. The Committee reconmends that the State party's next periodic report be

a conprehensive report and address all the concerns expressed by the
Commi tt ee.



