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FOREWORD

Zimbabwe ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women in 1991 and by so doing became a State party to the
Convention. As a State party, the Government committed itself to respect and
continue to observe the rights set out in the Convention, which it considers the
International Bill of Rights for Women.

The report of Zimbabwe presented herein gives a detailed and comprehensive
description of the current position of women in Zimbabwe. It is based upon a
review of relevant publications and contributions submitted by relevant
government ministries, non-governmental organizations and research institutions.

Upon the independence of Zimbabwe in 1980, the Government established a
Ministry of Community Development and Women's Affairs as the national machinery
for the advancement of women in all spheres of life. Through the activities of
the national machinery working in conjunction with other government sectors and
non-governmental organizations, considerable progress has been made in a number
of areas. More progress is called for and, working in partnership with civil
society, non-governmental organizations and other interested agencies, the aims
of the convention will be accomplished.

| am pleased to submit the initial report on the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

(Signed ) F. L. CHITAURO
Minister of National Affairs, Employment
Creation and Cooperatives



