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FINAL DECLARATION

- On the occasion of the 80™ anniversary of the signing in Geneva of the Protocol for the
prohibition of the use of chemical and bacteriological weapons, France, Depositary of the 1925
Geneva Protocol, and Switzerland, Host Country, launch an appeal for the pursuit of international
efforts towards the universalization of the Protocol.

- France and Switzerland also call on those States which have made reservations upon accession
to the Protocol to consider constructively the withdrawal of such reservations.

- France and Switzerland consider that, in the present international  situation, the path opened by
the 1925 Protocol, at the crossroad of humanitarian imperatives and non-proliferation and
disarmament objectives, appears as a priority, still pertinent and topical.

- Our two countries call for the continuation, with the greatest energy, of the efforts initiated
eighty years ago in order to ensure the total prohibition of chemical and biological weapons. More
than ever, we must make the best appropriate use of the multilateral instruments at our disposal:
norms, verification mechanisms, confidence-building measures, which are mutually complementary
and intrinsically linked for this purpose.
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- With all the participants to the Geneva International Seminar, States Parties to the Protocol,
international organisations, non-governmental organisations and international research institutions,
our two countries are determined to spare no effort to continue to promote, in al the relevant fora,
the objectives of the signatories of the 1925 Protocol, which remain those of all humankind today.



