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New Yor k
President: M. Razali |smail Ce e e (Mal aysi a)
In the absence of the devoted to the inportant topic of
President, Mr. Mabilangan sustai nabl e devel opnent.

(Philippines), Vice-President,
took the Chair.

I congratul ate Anbassador
Razali on the effective nanner in

The meeting was called to order Which he has been presiding over
at 3.10 p-m.

Agenda i1tem 8 (continued)

Overall review and appraisal
the implementation of Agenda 21

The Acting President: | first
to H s Excellency
M. Abou Denba Sow, Mnister for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of
Mauri t ani a.

give the floor

Mr. Abou Demba Sow, Minister

the work of the Assenbly, and pay
tribute to the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment and its
Chairman, M. Tolba, and to the
of Uni t ed Nat i ons Envi r onment

Progranme. Qur special thanks go
to t he Secretary-Ceneral,
M. Kofi Annan, and to the
Secretari at staff for t he
excell ent way in which they have
organi zed this i nport ant

i nternational gathering.

Mankind wi Il renmenber the end
of the twentieth century as a

for  Foreign Affairs and {jpe when a nunber of key issues
Cooperation of Mauritania, was were addressed, including the
escorted to the rostrum. rational wutilization of natural
resources and the overall study

Mr . Sow (Mauritania) of the relationship between man

( Interpretation from Arabic): | and the environment with a view

convey to the Ceneral

best w shes of

Assenbly the to ensuring t he rational
the President of sustainable wutilization of our

the Republic of Mauritania for the resources. There is no doubt that
this special session the 1992 Rio summt was a nmjor

success of
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i nternational meeti ng on i npl enment ati on of regi ona
envi ronment and devel opnent. Now programes for the Maghreb and

that five years have passed since
Rio, it is inportant that we take
stock of the progress we have nade
in inplementing the outcones of
t hat conf erence.

Even if post-Rio activities
have been oriented t owar ds
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and even
if sone  of them have been
successful, it is inportant that
we acknow edge that in many poor
countries the state of t he
environment has not inproved;
rat her, it conti nues to
deteriorate. Here, we have yet to
conquer the inproper wutilization
of natural resources and the

persi stence of poverty, which run
count er to the criteria for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

Mauritania's devel opment
probl ens are specific and include
continued desertification, wth
its har nf ul ef f ect on t he
popul ation. This clearly testifies
to the |link that nust exist
bet ween envi ronment and
devel opnent. Mauritania is fully
aware of this reality and was an
active partici pant in t he
preparations for the Ro summt;
we have noreover done a great deal
to inplenment its decisions. W
have undertaken inportant neasures
under Agenda 21, despite the |ack
of avail abl e resources. Mauritani a
al so parti ci pat ed in t he
preparatory work on the Convention

to Conbat Desertification. W have
endeavoured to adopt a long-term
mast er pl an to restore

envi ronment al bal ance with a view
to achieving self-sufficiency in
f ood for our peopl e. e
participate in the formul ati on and

t he Sahel .

In the area of climte change,
we are currently engaged in
cooperative efforts W th
international organizations to
prepare a study on climte change
and its relationship to
desertification in our country.
In that context, the Mauritanian
Gover nnent IS i npl enenti ng
progranmes related to new and
renewabl e resources.

W have adopted a national
strategy on biological diversity.
In 1993, we revi ewed t he
regul ations for the Banc d Arguin
National Park, which figures on
the World Heritage list conpiled
by t he Uni t ed Nat i ons
Educati onal , Scientific and
Cultural Organization. W have
i npl emented a rational policy for
the utilization of fishery and
ot her sea resources.

Sust ai nabl e devel opnent is a
uni ver sal phenonenon based on the
rel ati onshi p between environnment

strategies and devel opnent
strat egi es. That is why we
consider activities to conbat
illiteracy and soci al
margi nalization to be nmgjor
pillars of sust ai nabl e
devel opment in Mauritania. W
seek to involve the entire

population in efforts to conbat
desertification, pr ot ect t he
envi r onnment and achi eve an
envi ronment hospitable to life.
That is why, thanks also to
political stability, Mauritania
has achi eved a nunber of
successes in its environnental
pol i ci es.
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Enrol ment in schools has gone
up, t hanks to i nternationa
i nvest ment, grassroots invol venent

in teacher training and the

establishnent of the necessary
i nfrastructures.

In the social sector we have
al so made progress, particularly
wth regard to the supply of
drinking water. Overall poverty

has been reduced by 10 per cent.

The international comuni ty
denonstrated solidarity at the Rio
Summit in defining the chall enges
and dangers it faced. Obstacles
still remain in the quest to
i npl emrent Agenda 21. W have not
been able to achi eve an agreenent

over the last five years on
fi nanci al machi nery for t he
Convention to Combat
Desertification. Over 1 billion

people are affected by the
phenonmenon of desertification.

The i npl emrentati on of Agenda 21
has not been up to t he
expectations of the devel oping
world, particularly with regard to
the transfer of technol ogy.

We should like to appeal for
efforts to i nprove living
standards in devel oping countries
SO t hat desertification and
pollution can be successfully
conbated and technology can be
transferred under favour abl e
terms. Negotiations must continue
wi thout delay in order to achieve
concrete results, particularly in
t he struggl e agai nst
desertification.

We al so appeal for support for
the financing of sustainable-
devel oprent programmes. Devel opi ng

countries must devot e nmor e
resources to this cause, and
devel oped countries nust also do

their part. In this context, the
role of non- gover nnent al
or gani zati ons IS extrenely
i nportant.

In conclusion, | should like

to express Mauritani a' s
commtnment to inplenmenting the
provi sions of Agenda 21 in line
with its available resources. In
this context, we call for greater
cooperation and consultation with
t he rel evant i nternationa
institutions.

The Acting President: | thank
the Mnister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation of Mauritania for
hi s statenent.

Mr. Abou Demba Sow, Minister
for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of Mauritania, was
escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: | now
give the floor to H's Excellency
M. Paljor Dorji, Deputy Mnister
of the Environnent of Bhutan.

Mr. Paljor Dorji, Deputy
Minister of the Environment of
Bhutan, was escorted to the
rostrum.

Mr. Dorji (Bhutan): | have the
honour to convey to the President

of the GCeneral Assenbly and
t hrough hi m to al

representatives, t he war m
gr eetings of H s Maj esty

King Jigne Singye Wangchuck of
Bhutan and good w shes for the
success of this special session
of the General Assenbly.
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I wi | | be delivering an
abridged version of ny statenent.
The  full st at enent wi | be
circul at ed.

In Ro we all net and nade
conmmtnents to future generations.
The task before us is to assess
our experiences wth Agenda 21. W

should not dwell on the ills of
t he gl obal environment, but on the
positive nmneasures that we nust

take to address and confront the
chal | enges ahead of us. Qur
obj ectives nmust be to denonstrate
political will and gl obal concern
and to transform them into
policies and projects at the
operational level. Let us learn
from each other’s experiences,
anal yse the progress we have nade

and reaffirm our political
commtnments. We nust leave this
session wth national obligations
and specific policies, neasures,

projects and programmes to achieve
our common goal of sustainable
devel opnment. The gl obal community
must provide financial resources
and environmental |y sound
technol ogy transfer and adhere to
the R o principles of globa

partnership and common but
differentiated responsibility.

My country, Bhutan, has nade
t r enendous strides in t he
envi ronment al field. W  have
devoted over 26 per cent of our

total land area to an extensive
prot ected-area system reflecting
the strong conservation policy and
et hics of our people. Biodiversity
conservation and preservation is a
nat i onal policy of the Roya
Governnent. Therefore, we would
like to reaffirm the sovereign
right of every State to its
bi ol ogi cal resources. W believe

that the global community nust
ensure equitable sharing of
intell ectual property rights and
ot her benefits arising out of the
utilization of these resources.

W have al so maintained over
72 per cent of the area of the
country under forest cover, which
serves as a very large carbon
sink for the global community. An
i nventory of gr eenhouse- gas
sources and sinks shows that
Bhut an sequesters 19.6 tons of
carbon per capita.

W are commtted to working
towards protecting our climte
system W urge all nations to
accelerate negotiations on the

t ext of a legally binding
pr ot ocol or ot her | egal
instrunent to be conpleted in

time for the third session of the
Conference of the Parties to the
Uni t ed Nati ons Fr amewor k
Convention on Climate Change in
Kyot o.

Al t hough we face many
chal | enges, the Royal Governnent
has stated categorically that it
will not resort to wunlimted
mar ket i ng of its nat ur al
resources, as such a policy wll
qui ckly underm ne the country’s
tradition of conservation and
pl ace Bhut an in t he samne
predi canent as countries that
face severe ecol ogi cal and
envi ronnment al probl ens. The Royal
Governnent has chosen to forgo
i mredi at e econom ¢ gains and has
pl aced higher priority on the
conservation of natural resources
and a programe of sustainable
devel opnent .
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We have al so been building up

gl obal partnerships in the field
of environnment. One of the nost
i nnovative partnerships is the

sust ai nabl e devel opnent agreenent
with the Governnments of the
Net her| ands, Benin and Costa Rica.
This agreenent is based on the
principle t hat sust ai nabl e
devel opnment IS a ] oi nt
responsibility of both the North
and the South. The Governnment of
Denmar k IS al so generously
supporting t he Envi r onnment al
Sect or Support Pr ogr amre in
Bhutan. This Programe wi Il focus
on envi ronment al | egi sl ation,
pol ution control, hazardous waste
and protected-area managenent. W

al so greatly appreci ate t he
suppor t for t he envi r onnent
provi ded by I ndi a, Nor way,
Switzerland, Finland, the United

Nati ons Devel opnent Programe, the
Wrld WIldlife Fund, the d obal
Envi ronment Facility and the Asian
Devel opnent Bank.

Bhutan is also working at the
regional level with the nenbers of
the South Asian Association for
Regi onal Cooperation (SAARC). In
t he Del hi Decl ar ati on, SAARC
Envi ronment Mnisters reaffirned
that the environnent is of common
concern and nade a commtnent to

regi onal cooperation in al
spheres of envi r onnent and
devel opnent .

Bhutan realizes that it is a
smal |l country and that its effort
in the global environnent may seem
l[imted. However, we are fully
commtted to maintaining and
preserving one of the | ast
remai ning bastions of pristine
forests and rich bi ol ogi cal
diversity in the world for the

benefit of al | future
generati ons.
The Acting President: | thank

the Deputy Mnister of t he
Environnent of Bhutan for his
st at enent .

Mr . Paljor Dorji, Deputy
Minister of the Environment of
Bhutan, was escorted from the
rostrum.

The Acting President: | now
give the floor to H s Excellency
M. Robert MIllette, Chairman of
t he del egati on of G enada.

Mr. Robert Millette, Chairman
of the delegation of Grenada,
was escorted to the rostrum.

Mr. Millette (Genada): M
Governnent is conmmtted to the
principles enshrined in Agenda
21, and efforts are being nmade at
the national |evel to ensure that
sustai nable hunman and econom c
devel opnent is achi eved.

Five years ago snall island
devel oping States participated in

the Rio Summt. Most of the
countries in our regi on,
including my own, have fragile
econones and face a constant
t hr eat to our mari ne,
agricul tural and forest

ecosystens. Qur vulnerabilities
to the threat of hurricanes and
the protection of the marine life
upon which our economes thrive
require active participation on
our part and on the part of the
international community to ensure
t he sustainability of our
econom es and the protection of
our envi r onnent for future
generati ons.
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The G obal Conference for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Snal |
| sl and Devel oping States, held in
Bar bados in 1994, recei ved
assurances that the internationa
community would play a significant
role in the process of ensuring
that resources, both financial and
technical, would be put in place
to address issues relating to,
anong ot her t hi ngs, poverty,
climate change, natural and nan-
made hazards, the conservation and
protection of our bi ol ogi cal
di versity and coast al zone
managenent .

Since that Conference, however,
t he process has been slow. W urge
the international comunity to
make resources available to assi st
small island States, such as ny
own, in achieving the principles
enshrined in the R o Declaration.

In an effort to address the
issue of poverty and poverty
eradi cation, the Governnent of
Grenada, with assistance fromthe
Uni t ed Nat i ons Devel opnent
Programe, the Econom c Comm ssion
for Latin Anerica and t he
Cari bbean and the Inter-Agency
Group of Devel opment
Organi zations, the CGovernnent is
hol ding a series of consultations
in each pari sh, i ncl udi ng
Carriacou and Petite Martinique
The purpose of these consultations
IS to obtain first-hand
i nformati on about the causes of
poverty and to seek suggestions on
what the Governnent, private
sector, non- government al
organi zations and conmuniti es can
do to eradicate poverty. At the
end of these consultations, a
draft action pl an for t he

eradi cation of poverty wll be
prepared and circul at ed.

The mos t dangerous
agricultural pest, the pink nealy
bug, is being controlled by bio-

control agents —a hybrid beetle
and a parasitic wasp. The results
have been astoundi ngly positive.
The mass participation of the
popul ation in that approach has
contributed significantly to the
rehabilitation of fruit
production and a reinforcenent of
the benefits of bi o- cont r ol
approaches to conbati ng
agricultural pests, in contrast
to the use of agrochem cals.

Def orestati on and t he
degradation of grasslands are
al so bei ng addr essed. A
deli berate policy of rmanaging

Genada’s forestry with a viewto
water and soil conservation is
being pursued. Reafforestation
and grassland managenent in
Carriacou, wunder the Carriacou
Forestry and Managenent Project,
are testinony to that policy.

Through this project, the
livelihood of |ivestock farmers
wll be enhanced through the
rational devel opment and
managenent of grazing pastures.
Al so, the destruction of crops by
stray animals will be mnimzed.
The reafforestati on conponent, in
the long run, wll inprove the
wat er situation in G enada,
Carriacou and Petite Martini que.
In Genada, there is another
forestry managenent proj ect,
funded by the British Devel opnent
Division and the Governnent of
G enada.



General Assenbly 10t h plenary neeting
Ni net eenth special session 27 June 1997

The recently conpleted Land Agricultural Mnistry, is ained
I nformati on System Project, wth at managi ng t he forest’s

nmodern geographic information-
system technol ogy, was funded by
t he Food and Agricul ture
Organi zati on of t he Uni ted
Nations, and it provides G enada
wth a scientific basis for the
rational use of its agricultura

| ands. Currently, the Governnent
is using sonme of the outputs of
that project to better systematize
its agricultural |and-use policy.

My Governnment is commtted to
sust ai nabl e human devel opnent and,

through that process, ains to
integrate related policies into
nati onal devel opnent planning. In

the area of tourism for
the CGovernnment and the private
sect or have undert aken such
projects as the following: the
cleaning of the beaches, the
Anandale Wl cone Centre, t he
Wbunn Conch Shell Project and the
Mount Carnel Falls project, which
IS an excel |l ent exanple  of
community involvenent. It is an
i ncome-generating project which is
linked to the protection of the
environment and the conservation
and protection of bi ol ogi cal
diversity. There is also the Sandy
I sland project in Carriacou, which
is ainmed at safeguarding the
i sland from further coast al
erosi on and envi ronnment al
degr adat i on.

exanpl e,

The Protection of Coral Reefs
project, is a system of nanagenent
by the local fishing comunity of
a sufficiently large area, in
col l aboration with the Governnent.
The Parks and Protected Areas
project, an approach being taken
between the tourism sector, to
pronote eco-tourism and the

bi odi versity.

In addition, ny Governnent is
commtted to signing all the
i nternational conventions which
wi || safeguard the Cari bbean Sea
as a pollution-free zone.

Wthin the last five years,
four I npor t ant i nternational
conferences have focused the

attention of the international
community on issues that are
vi t al to t he survi val and
devel oprnent of the planet. Here |
would like to nention the Earth
Summit, held in Ro; the d obal
Conference for the Sustainable
Devel opnent of Smal | I sl and
States, held in Barbados in 1994;
the Summit on the alleviation of
poverty which took place in
Copenhagen 1995; and this present
conf erence.

One of the ains of t he
Bar bados Conference was to nake
the ideals of the R o Conference
areality.

We have heard very prom sing
statenents from several Heads of
Governnent from the devel oped as

wel |l as the developing world. It
is our hope that this conference
wi | | | ead to i nt ernati onal

cooperation, consensus-building

and programres that will result
in the reduction of poverty,
hunger, the spread of infectious
di seases and better l[iving
conditions for everyone. But nost

inportantly, the devel oping and
devel oped countries mnust invest
in programmes and projects ained
at achieving sustainable human
devel opment .
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During the debate at the
fiftieth session of the GCeneral
Assenbly, the Prinme Mnister of
Grenada said that the question of

envi r onnment and sust ai nabl e
devel opnent remains at the heart
of our concerns. It is also a
central issue for snall island
developing States in particular
and devel opi ng countries in

general .

If we continue to reaffirmthat
human beings are the centre of
sust ai nabl e devel opnment and t hat
they have a right to a healthy and
productive life in harnony wth
nature, actions nust be taken at
all levels, and especially at the
international level, to facilitate
t he process, thereby ensuring that
devel opi ng countries, and
particularly smal | i sl and
devel oping States, are provided
wth t he know how and t he
resources to i npl enent t he
progr ames.

The vulnerability of snall
island States and the threat to
our fragile ecosyst ens wer e

recently denonstrated by the
passage of hurricanes Iris, Luis
and Mari | yn. Qur econoni ¢
viability and sust ai nabl e
devel opment and growh are at
stake. In this regard, G enada

| ooks forward to the fulfil ment of
t he pl edged comm t ment s by

devel oped countries to assist
smal | devel oping countries in
achi evi ng sust ai nabl e human
devel opnent .

The Acting President: | thank

the Chairman of the del egation of
Grenada for his statenent.

Mr. Robert Millette, Chairman
of the delegation of Grenada,
was escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: | now
give the floor to H s Excellency
M. Jean Ravou- Akii, Chairman of
t he del egati on of Vanuat u.

Mr. Jean Ravou-Akii, Chairman
of the delegation of Vanuatu,
was escorted to the rostrum.

Mr. Ravou-Akii (Vanuatu): It
is a great honour for nme to
address this Assenbly on this
speci al session on behal f of the
Governnent of the Republic of
Vanuat u.

(spoke 1n French)

On this inportant occasion, |
wi sh, on behal f of the people and
Governnent of the Republic of
Vanuatu, to reaffirm the full
support of the Republic of
Vanuatu for the principles and
obj ectives of Agenda 21, adopted
as the outcone of the R o 1992
Earth Summit. This whol ehearted
support is evident, on the one
hand, in its participation in the

gradual edification of the new
branch of international | aw known
as environnental |aw and, on the
other, in its incorporation of
envi ronment al issues into its
nati onal education progranmes.
Let us first consider the
Republic of Vanuatu’ s

participation in the gradua
edi fication of the new branch of
i nternati onal | aw known as
environnmental |law. The Republic
of Vanuatu ratified the United
Nati ons Franmework Convention on
Cdimate Change and the Convention
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on Biological Dversity. Mreover,
it acceded to t he Vi enna
Convention for the Protection of
the Ozone Layer and to the
Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer and
its tw anmendnents. All these
i nternational agreenments have been

integrated into the national |aws
of the Republic of Vanuatu on
envi ronment al protection. Such
legislation is based on the

provisions of article 7 of the 30
July 1980 Constitution of the
Republ i ¢ of Vanuat u.

One inportant elenent of our
national legislation is a 1994 | aw
on forest exploitation within the
Republic of Vanuat u, t he
i mpl ement ation of whi ch
effectively bans the export of
tinber. This ban was referred to
in the book The State of Food and
Agriculture, published by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations in 1996.

Next , [ turn to t he
i ncorporation of envi ronnent al
i ssues into our national education

In the third National
Devel opnment Plan of the Republic
of Vanuatu, covering the period
1992 to 1996, environnental issues
are given pride of place in the
nati onal econony sectors,
particularly in the training
centres t hat educat e future
entrepreneurs, such as the Vanuatu
National Institute of Technol ogy,
which is a bilingual institution.

progr anmes.

Sustainable Human
Development 1i1n the Republic of
Vanuatu, published in 1996 by
Direction: Asie-Pacifique with a
preface by the United Nations
Devel opnent Pr ogr anme, bears

The book

witness to the priority which the
CGovernnment of Vanuatu attaches to

education, which it <calls the
cornerstone of the struggle
agai nst poverty.

The Acting President: | thank

the Chairman of the del egati on of
Vanuatu for his statenent.

Mr. Jean Ravou-Akii, Chairman
of the delegation of Vanuatu,
was escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: | now
give the floor to M. David
O rukem Chai r man of t he

del egati on of Pal au.

Mr. David Orrukem, Chairman of

the delegation of Palau, was

escorted to the rostrum.

Mr. Orrukem (Palau): It is a
great pleasure to address the

Assenbly today. | want to express
my profound gratitude for having
been given this opportunity to
present the views of the Republic
of Palau before this special
session of the CGeneral Assenbly.

The island nation of Pal au was
not yet an independent country
five years ago when the first
i nt ernati onal Earth Summ t
convened in R o de Janeiro.
Pal au, therefore, was not a
Menmber of the United Nations at
that tine. Palauans watched and
|istened as the assenbl ed | eaders
di scussed the protection of the
envi ronment , gl obal climte
change sust ai nabl e
devel opnent. W watched and
| istened carefully, aware that
our nation was on the path to
political i ndependence. e
under st ood that we would soon be

and

9
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joining the worldw de discussion
about these urgent issues.

| speak today, representing the
fully independent Republic of
Pal au, the newest State Menber of
the United Nations. Palau is an
ar chi pel ago of extraordi nary
natural beauty. Anyone who spends
a day anong Pal au’ s beautiful Rock
| sl ands recogni zes the inportance
of protecting our earth, air and
wat er. We Pal auans want to share
our islands’ astonishing beauty
wth visitors from around the
worl d. To acconplish this, we nust
continue to develop. W nust
conti nue to st rengt hen our
infrastructure to support our
visitors. But we nust continue to
be very careful

The Republic of Palau is
striving for sust ai nabl e
devel opnent that will not blight

our land or pollute our air and
water. In Palau, we recogni ze and
realize that we nust protect, not
exploit, our natural resources.

The Republic of Palau is
bl essed by a clean environnment. W
have clean air that has blown
across hundreds of kilonetres of
ocean. W have clean water that
has not been polluted by the
people or factories of a large
metropolitan area. In many ways,
we are very lucky that we live in
one of the cleanest places on
Earth. But the Republic of Palau
cannot afford to be conplacent. W
face an imediate and critical
problem in our islands from the
i npacts of gl obal clinmate change.

Man is responsible for the

changes in the Earth’s climate. It
i's our autonobiles, our jets, our

10

factories and our air
conditioners that emt pollutants
such as carbon dioxide and
chl or of | uor ocar bons into t he
at nosphere. W are dirtying our
air. W are destroying the |ayer
of ozone in our atnosphere that
protects us from the ravages of
excessive heat and light fromthe
Sun.

Many scientists believe that
average global air tenperatures
could rise as much as five
degrees Celsius over the next
century because of the pollutants
emtted into our atnosphere.
| ncreased air tenperatures could
pronpt rapid nelting in the polar

ice caps that, in turn, could
cause water levels to rise
significantly in the worlds
oceans. Sonme predict a 1l-netre

rise in water levels within the
next 100 years. Wien oceans ri se,
islands are in peril. This is as

true for Palau as it is for
Manhat t an. Sone islands wll
sinmply suffer nore catastrophic
damage. The rapid subnersion of
our island masses wll cause
untold grief for our nation.
Homes will be destroyed. People
w |l have to relocate. A way of
life will be gone.

Palau stands in solidarity
with its neighbour islands in the

Pacific, which also face this
peril. The ocean that surrounds
us sustains us. But the ocean

whi ch sustains us also has the
power to destroy us. W nust do
all that we can to turn back the
tide. We nust work in solidarity
with the world comunity to
address the issue of globa
climat e change.
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Ri si ng sea | evel s wi | Archbishop Tauran (Holy See)

pr of oundl y af f ect pl aces as (interpretation from French):
different ~as  Madagascar and Those who have spoken during
Anst erdam Vanuatu and Veni ce. these |ast days have proven the
extent to which the concepts of

| commend the efforts of those
who attended the Earth Summt in
Rio five years ago, and urge the
Assenbly to nove forward quickly
on Agenda 21. W nust strive for
envi r onnent al i nt er dependence,
recogni zing the dangers that we
pose to the Earth. W nust devise
and i npl enent strategies for
successful, sust ai nabl e
devel opment. And together we nust
preserve our natural environnent.

continue to
educati on.
gr eat est

Finally, we nust
pronote environnental
Qur children are our
natural resource. In Palau we try
to teach our young people that
they have the duty to preserve the
natural beauty of our nation. They
are the ones who will face the
environnmental chall enges that w ||
confront Palau in the twenty-first
century.

The Acting President: | thank
t he Chairman of the Del egation of
Pal au for his statenent.

Mr. David Orrukem, Chairman of
the Delegation of Palau, was
escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: The next

speaker IS Hi s Excel | ency
Ar chbi shop Jean- Loui s Taur an,
Secretary for Relations wth

States of the Holy See.

Archbishop Jean-Louls Tauran,
Secretary for Relations with
States of the Holy See, was
escorted to the rostrum.

an environnent worthy of human
bei ngs and of sust ai nabl e
devel opnent, both of which were
el aborated at the Ro Summt in
1992, have becone part of our way

of thinking. The Holy See is
pl eased to note this, since the
Cat hol i c Chur ch has al ways

believed that the cause of the
environment is the cause of the
human person, who is at the sane
time both spiritual and material,
t he guardi an and the consuner of

natural resources and of what is
produced by our intelligence and
technical abilities.

To speak of forests, water
resources, pollution of the air,
wat er or soil, and human
settlenents, is to reflect upon

l'iving condi tions and t he
survi val of t he whol e of
humanki nd. The R o Decl arati on on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent said
nothing less when it specified
t hat

“Human  beings are at the
centre of concerns for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. They
are entitled to a healthy and

productive life in harnony

with nature.” (A/CONF.151/26

(Vol. 1), annex 1, Principle

1)

That is why | am pleased to
find these aspects present in the
draft final docunment which has
been subm tted for our
consi derati on. However, ny
del egation cannot fail to repeat

here t he reservati ons and

11
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interpretations formul ated by the

Holy See at recent United Nations
i nternational conf erences and
which are —let us not forget —an
integral part of the reports of
those sane conferences. | am
thinking in particular of the

interpretation given to terns such
as “reproductive health”, *sexual
health” and “famly planning”,
which we find once nore in the

draft docunent prepared at this
sessi on.
The results obtained at Ro —

and even nore, the commtnents
made there —nmake it our duty to
protect nature in order to defend
humanity. This nust be done in a
spirit of solidarity, wthout
underestimating the link that
exi sts between ecol ogy, econonics
and equi tabl e devel opnent .

A particular aspect of this
probl em and one upon which | w sh
to insist, is the fate of the
50 mllion persons in the world
who are displaced, in many cases
as result of an inadequate
envi ronment offering no assurance
of human or economc security. Let
us not forget them they have a
right to life, to adequate shelter
and to a stable food supply.

The Holy See believes that one
of t he si npl est and nost
ef fi caci ous nethods through which
the insights and resolutions of
Rio are becomng a reality is
education. Fromearliest chil dhood
and the begi nnings of schooling,
parents and teachers, through the
at nosphere they <create and by
their instruction and witness, can
teach young people to respect
nature and to use its resources
wi sel y.

12

In this way they help them

to devel op attitudes of
acceptance, sharing and gi Vi ng.

In this very inportant
believers are in the front
They wish to help their
men and wonen go beyond nere
respect for nature and a sharing
of resources — which are, of
course, absolutely necessary —in
order to rediscover a sense of
awe before the beauty of the
nat ur al el enent s, which can
always inspire in us thoughts
about the one who is always
before us and whose very nature
sur passes our own. The Canticle
of the Sun of Francis of Assisi
must surely be recalled here, or

t ask,
line.
fell ow

yet again t he par adoxi ca
expression of a contenporary
author who did not hesitate to
speak of “the spiritual power of

matter”.

In granting nme the privilege
of being with you, Pope John Paul
I W shes to express t he
confidence he has in each of the
worl d | eaders represented here,
so that, in his own words spoken
in an address to the Pontifica
Acadeny of Sciences on 22 Cctober

1993, we may st udy t hese
gquestions
“wi th sure et hi cal

convictions, mastery of self,
justice and brotherly |ove”.

foll ow the
di scussi on
is ny dearest

That we m ght all
path of participation,
and perseverance
W sh.

The Acting President: | thank
the Secretary for Relations with
States of the Holy See for his
statement .
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Archbishop Jean-Louls Tauran,
Secretary for Relations with
States of the Holy See, was
escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: The next
speaker is H's Excellency M.
Pascal Gayam, Assi st ant
Secretary- Gener al of t he
Organi zation of African Unity.

Mr. Pascal Gayama, Assistant
Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity,
was escorted to the rostrum.

Mr. Gayama
African Unity)
from French): For mankind joined
t oget her around the central thene
of our comon destiny, the Rio
Earth Summt of 1992 marked a
crucial nonment in history. The
shockwave generated at Ri o has
reached us today as we neet at
this special session of t he
General Assenbly. It is as though
we are hearing an echo of the “big
bang” of the United Nations
Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent .

(Organi zation of
(Interpretation

Let ne convey to the General
Assenbly the greetings of the

Secretary- Gener al of t he
Organi zation of African Unity
(QAU), M. Salim Ahnmed Salim |
wsh also to assure M. Kofi
Annan, the Secretary-Ceneral of
the United Nations, of our

unswervi ng cooperation in keeping
with the spirit of the relations

that |ink our two organizations.

|l wish to recall the very
i nportant statenment made earlier
in this session on behalf of
Africa by H's Excellency M.
Robert Gabriel Migabe, President

of the Republic of Zi nbabwe and
current Chairman of the QAU. His
message has been an inspiration
to us throughout this session.

What renmains of the hopes
generated five years ago at the
United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent ? The
ent husi asm  produced by t he
col | apse of ideol ogical barriers
and the energence to prom nence
of civil society, particularly of
non- governmental organi zati ons,
gave rise to the concept of what
we now call the global village,
the point of which is to care for
the interests of one and al
under the banner of liberalism
which is the new ideology par
excel l ence. Have we secured the
conditions for the inplenentation
of Agenda 21, or was that
docunent in essence nothing nore
than a great, generous illusion?
That is the central question.

For Africa, the answer to that
guestion wll be known only when
we weigh the elenents of the
common African position
formul ated at Abidjan in Novenber
1991 against the total of the
action undertaken since R o. The
two possible approaches to this

were either a conprehensive
programme for Agenda 21 — the
cost of which, as we all know,
was estimated to be $600 billion

a year —or the nore traditiona
approach observing the |aws of
t he market econony. But in such a

critical area can we nowadays
pl ace our trust exclusively in
mar ket forces wthout even a
m ni mum of political inpetus?

The enphasis that the African
conmmon position placed on poverty

13
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reduction as one of its main
strategi c objectives was intended
to let solidarity play its role as
a driving force in a sustainable
devel opnment that would conbine
environmental preservation wth
the rational use of the planet’s
l[imted resources. The idea was to

generate, if not a real Marshal
Plan for devel opnent, at |east the
partnership required by an

i ncreasi ngly interdependent worl d.

It was agreed at Rio that the
devel oped countries were to bring

the level of their of ficial
devel opnment assistance to the
nom nal |evel of 0.7 per cent of
their gross national product and

that sufficient resources were to
be nobilized by each country and
by the international conmunity,
including both the public and
private sectors, for the surviva
of our planet Earth.

To appreciate the innovative
nature of the outcone of the R o
Conference, it 1is inportant to
| ook beyond speeches for the true
nature and degree of conm tnment
denonstrated by all parties in
support of the conmmendable efforts
being made by the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent or such
agencies as the United Nations
Envi ronnent  Programme
headquartered in Nairobi,
which is sorely lacking in
resources to manage the world’ s
envi ronment progranme.

UNEP as a
the United

To strengthen
speci ali zed agency of

Nations, with its various regional
of fices, would send a cl ear signal
that the international conmunity

is commtted to the managenent of
t he envi ronnment , t her eby

14

(UNEP) —
Kenya —

i ncreasing acceptance for the
idea of a common destiny and
partnership, which was the basis
for the conclusions of the R o
Conf er ence.

Mul til ateral cooperation thus
has a major role to play in the
i npl enentati on of Agenda 21. W

call for sustained and increased
support for institutions such as
t he | nt ernati onal Fund for
Agri cul tural Devel opnent ; t he
Uni ted Nat i ons Devel opnent
Pr ogr ame; t he Food and

Agriculture Organization of the
Uni ted Nat i ons; t he United
Nati ons Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Oganization; and
the Secretariat of the United
Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification, whi ch have
invested a great deal of time and
effort to win acceptance for the
I i nkage between environnent and
devel opnment, which is essential
if the debate on the environnent
is to have any credibility.

Si nce Ri o, signi ficant
progress has been nmade in the
|l egal area with the adoption of
conventions that today form the
framewor k of a new environnent al
order — the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Cdimte
Change, t he Conventi on on

Bi ol ogical Diversity, and, nost
recently, the United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification in t hose
Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification,

particularly in Africa, which was
adopted in 1994 and entered into
force in Decenber 1996

Africa participated actively
in t he preparation and
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negotiations for the Convention to

Conmbat Desertification and
Dr ought as shown in t hat
Convention’s inportant annex on
Africa.

The position of the African
States on the Convention to Conbat
Desertification was made clear
recently at the OAUs Harare
nmeeting, at which the QAU Counci
of Mnisters and its Assenbly of
Heads of State and Governnent
enphasi zed the inportance that
Africa attaches to the first
conference of the States parties
and to the need to devise a

regional programre of action for
Afri ca.

The global nechanism of the
Convention to Combat

Desertification nust be given real

financial power. This wll make it
an operational tool that can be
used in the field and also

generate sufficient resources to

support sustainable devel opnent
pr oj ects. Thus endowed wth
financial resources, the nechani sm

will be able to play the catal ytic
role expected of it.

cruci al
to Africa because it
can lay claim to the |argest
desert in the world and because
t he consequences of drought affect
nearly all the continent. For this
reason, a special resolution on
energency neasures for Africa was
submtted; it was adopted together
with the Convention to Conbat
Desertification.

This question is of
i nportance

Despite the definite |ega
progress that has been nmade,
public opinion in Africa, and
certainly in other parts of the

wor | d, continues to question
whet her the neasures taken over
t he past five years are

commensurate with the nagnitude
of the stakes involved in
envi r onnent and devel opnent .
Needl ess to say, we cannot rely
on the principle of *“laissez-
faire”, or the global village
will find it difficult to map out
its battle strategy and devel op
its plan for the inplenentation
of Agenda 21. Wiile it is true
t hat appropriate technologies to
limt environnental degradation
and reverse the trend can easily
be identified, the fact remains
t hat the connection between
envi r onnent al degradation and
egotistically driven
consunption — which, though it
serves as an inpetus to economc

gr owt h, does not apportion
properly the resulting benefits —
remai ns to be made,

notw t hstanding all the fine

words to the contrary.

Africa has two challenges to

meet in this respect, the first
bei ng to exercise greater control
over its environnent. In that

connection, the OAU acceded to
the African Convention on the
Conservati on of Nat ur e and
Natural Resources, adopted in
Algiers in 1968, and, in 1991, to
t he Bamako Convention on the Ban
of the Inport into Africa and the
Cont r ol of Transboundary

Movenents of Hazardous Wastes
within Africa. W are as deeply
comm tted to t hese t wo

undertakings as we are to the
provi si ons of Agenda 21.

Five years have el apsed since

Ri o, when the world unani nously
decided to devise a responsible

15
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way of relating environnent to
devel opnent. This process invol ves
not only a choice but also a new
code of ethics. If there is to be
a global village, it should not be
based excl usively on all-powerful

conmmer ce. Short-term interests
must be sacrificed so that
t oget her we can shape our future.

The main “raw material s” of the
environnent are air and water —
priceless things. But what price
will we have to pay later on to
have avail abl e the nost pricel ess
comodity of all —life on earth?

Let us keep aflanme, in all its
brilliance and vigour, the torch
that we Iit in Ro five years ago.

The Acting President: | thank
t he Assistant Secretary-CGeneral of
the Organi zation of African Unity

for his statenent.
Mr. Pascal Gayama, Assistant
Secretary-General of the

Organization of African Unity,
was escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: | give

the floor to The Honourable
|l eremia Tabai, Secretary-CGeneral
of the South Pacific Forum

Secretari at.

The Honourable leremia Tabai,
Secretary-General of the South
Pacific Forum Secretariat, was
escorted to the rostrum.

Mr. Tabar (South Pacific Forum
Secretariat): | am grateful for
this opportunity to nmake a short
statenent on behal f of the nenbers
of the South Pacific Forum —
conprising 16 independent States

16

in the Pacific —npst of whom are
not here today.

Li ke people in other parts of

the world, we aspire to better
living standards and increased
econom ¢ opportunities. Hi gh on

the regional agenda is the need
to achieve economc growh and
devel opment. But in recent years
we have had to face many
difficulties, including declining
aid flows, erosion of trade
preferences and disruptions of
export production.

This has forced a fundanent al
rethinking of economc policy.
Many countries of the region are

now pursuing nmajor econoni ¢
reforns ai med at pronoti ng
investnment and private sector

devel opnment and maki ng us better
able to respond to gl obal
econom ¢ changes. Support for
this process is high on the Forum
agenda.

But while we seek economc
growt h and the devel opnent of our
narrow resource base, we do so
with a firmunderstandi ng of and
commtment to the principles of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. We know
t hat sustainabl e devel opnent in
the region can be possible only
if economc devel opnent takes
envi ronmental consi derations into
account. Comng from very snal
i sland countries, nost of which
have the nost fragile ecosystens
in the world, with sone rising
only a few feet above sea |evel,
we are keenly aware of the need
to give due consideration to the
envi ronment al inplications of
econom ¢ policy decisions.
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The maj or environnental issues
for the Pacific island countries
remain |argely unchanged. They
have been discussed before in
ot her United Nations-sponsored
meetings, but they need to be
reenphasi zed again in the context
of this debate reviewi ng Agenda 21
in or der to encour age t he
i nt ernati onal conmunity to
continue addressing them in a
serious way. These concerns cover
many vital issues, not only for
our sel ves, but also for all
nations: the threat of climte
change and sea- | evel rise;
pollution from solid wastes and

sewer age; t he | oss of
bi odi versity; deforestation; and
the degradation of the marine
envi ronment , i ncl udi ng r eef

resources, to nane but a few.
Wiile we do not deny that the
first step and the onus of
devel opment |ie squarely on our
own shoul ders, there are crucial
el ements  of devel opnent t hat
cannot be addressed at t he

national and subregional |evels
al one, but require action at the
gl obal level as well.

Many of the problens we face
have been inported into our region
and we have little or no contro

over them dobal warmng, for
i nstance, and the expected rise in
sea levels are very real threats
to many atoll island States, and
if these threats are not quickly
and adequately addressed, whole
countries, cultures and peoples

will sinply cease to exist. It is
therefore inperative to continue
addressing them recognizing that
i ndividual state actions alone
will have little inpact on this
gl obal problem W nust all have a

strong commtnent to fornulating
acceptable policies to achieve
significant progress towards the
goal of lower greenhouse-gas
em ssi ons.

Fresh water and the disposa
of wastes are also issues of
particul ar concern to our people.
Fresh water is a renewable but
l[imted resource and it IS
generally recognized that there
is a global decline in the
quality and quantity of fresh-
wat er supplies. Access to fresh
water in the Pacific region is
often limted and uncertain on
both high islands and atolls. The
| ack of water-resource data for
our regi on further hanper s
pl anning and holds back the
devel opment of agriculture and

tourism

| nadequat e facilities for
sanitation and the disposal of
ot her wastes provide additiona
sources of contamnation and
pollution, particularly of the
mari ne environnent. WMst of the
Pacific i sl and St at es have

i nadequate facilities for dealing
with donmestic effluence, ship-
borne wastes, pesticide disposal
and the recycling of itemnms, such
as used batteries.

All these serve to enphasize
the priorities of fresh water and
adequate waste disposal in our
consi deration of sust ai nabl e
devel opmrent and of expanding
i nt ernati onal suppor t for
national and regional attenpts to
address these issues. Further
encour agenent shoul d be given by
the international community to
the integration of regi onal
fresh-wat er and wast e- managenent

17



General Assenbly

Ni net eent h speci al session

10t h plenary neeting
27 June 1997

programmes and the provision of
technical and scientific data to
assi st in pl anni ng and
devel opnent .

Smal | island devel opi ng St ates,
not only in the Pacific but
el sewhere, face other kinds of

probl ens. These conme not only from

econom ¢ and envi ronnent a

pressures, but also from the
worl d’'s perception of events in
the region. The transportation of

nucl ear wastes through our region
poses a continuing concern. Even
if there were low risks of
contam nation from an accident
occurring in our waters, they
woul d nevert hel ess have an
enor nNnous I npact on public
perception. It is that perception
which underlies our econoni ¢
vul nerability. Just as, in the
United Kingdom the beef industry
suffered from the perception of
t he dangers of nmad cow di sease, we
too would find that no one would

eat our fish out of fear of
contam nation, which would destroy
our nmaj or resource.

While we recognize that sone
progress has been achieved in
i npl ementing Agenda 21 and the
commtnments made in Rio, there is
no denying that many issues, such
as the ones | have outlined, are

yet to be adequately addressed.
For us in the South Pacific,
sust ai nabl e devel opnent remains a
particular concern. As referred to
earlier, many island countries and
territories have fragile
environments and small | and areas,
and rely on their nat ur al
resources or ability to attract
tourists for a significant part of
their national inconme. This nmakes
it i nperative t hat econoni ¢

18

devel opnent and environnental
policies be nutually integrated
and supportive, not only for the

sake of our region, but for the
rest of the worl d.
[ want to t ake this

opportunity to reaffirm our
commtnment to the Rio agreenents

and principles and to seeking
practi cal expressi ons of
partnership W th ot hers to
achi eve these objectives. W are
optimstic that, wth nationa
and international action and
mut ual support, we can achieve

our ai mof advancing the present
wi t hout conprom sing the future.

The Acting President: | thank
t he Secretary-Ceneral of the
South Pacific Forum Secretari at
for his statenent.

The Honourable leremia Tabai,
Secretary-General of the South
Pacific Forum Secretariat, was
escorted from the rostrum.

The Acting President: The next

speaker on the list is M. Collin
Marake WMatjila, of the World
Executive of the International
Uni on  of Local Aut horities,
speaki ng on behalf of the Loca
Aut horities’ Major G oup.

Mr. Collin Marake Matjila, of
the World Executive of the
International Union of Local
Authorities, was escorted to
the rostrum.
Mr. Matjila (Internationa
Uni on of Local Authorities): It
is a great honour to be
addressing the Assenbly today on
behal f of the world community of
| ocal gover nnment and, in
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particular, on behalf of the Wrld
Assenbly of Cities and Loca
Aut horities Coordi nati on (WACLAC)
and the International Council for
Local Environnental Initiatives
(I CLEI).

The rel ationshi p between | ocal
government and the United Nations

community has cone a long way
since the Earth Summit in 1992.
Menmbers will recall that, on the
occasion of that historic event,

t he debate about our common future

was often polarized into the
choice bet ween rur al
sustainability and ur ban
m gration, between the green
agenda and the brown agenda,

bet ween devel oped and devel opi ng
econonm es. In these debates, the
roles and concerns of | ocal
gover nnment were not recogni zed.

| ndeed, while we applaud the
recognition granted to |ocal
governnment in Chapter 28 of Agenda

21, the two pages in that Chapter
hardly refl ect t he I mrense
financi al, infrastructure,
adm nistrative and governnenta
contribution of |ocal Governnents
to the green and brown agendas or
to the agendas of the North and
South. In key areas such as waste
and water, where CGovernnents and
the private sector rely heavily on
| ocal governnent for their day-to-
day viability, little attention
was paid to |ocal governnment.
Despite this, we joined forces and
adopt ed Agenda 21 as our agenda
for action.

Since 1992 nore than 2,000
| ocal governnents in over 64
countries have begun to work with
their comunities to inplenent
every aspect of Agenda 21. W in

| ocal government are proud to
have | ed one of the indisputably
significant followup efforts to
the RRo Summ t.

Thr ough t he partici patory

pl anni ng process of |ocal Agenda
21 programes, hundreds of | ocal
gover nment s have reor gani zed
their oper ations to better

advance sust ai nabl e devel opnent.
W have worked to involve all
sectors of our comunities as

partners, including wonen and
yout h.

G eater Johannesburg has been
very successful in aligning its
| ocal Agenda 21 wth its
devel opnment processes, which has

in turn been institutionalized
within the |egal franmewrk, and
it has organized sustainable
urban envi ronnental nanagenent by
integrating it into the overall
functioning of |ocal governnent.

Local gover nnents have
i nvested hundreds of mllions of

dollars in waste nmanagenent,
wast e-water treatnent, public
transport, clean fuels and energy
efficiency, public heal t h,

settl enment upgradi ng, housing and
habitat protection and nmany ot her
areas. One exanple is the action
being taken by close to 1,000
| ocal governnments to inplenent
the United Nations Franmework
Convention on Cdimte Change.
Protecting the global climte was
not seen as a traditional |oca
responsibility. Nonet hel ess,
| ocal governnments have been the
first to set and achi eve concrete
targets for gr eenhouse- gas
em ssion reductions.

19
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In 1988 the city governnent of
Toront o, Canada, becane the first
to adopt a car bon- di oxi de
reduction target of 20 per cent by
2010. A 1996 assessnent of
Toronto’s emssions revealed a
three per cent reduction from 1988
levels. Qur lesson is clear
governnments can set targets, and
targets can be achieved.

Al of these |ocal actions have
engendered a greater recognition
in the international comunity of
the role of local governnent. W
believe that this recognition wll
make future efforts all the nore
concrete and successful.

Nat i onal Governnents and | oca
governnments shared the path to the
Second United Nations Conference
on Human Settlenment (Habitat 11).
On t hat occasi on, | oca
governnents were invited for the
first time in the history of the
United Nations to participate
actively in the deliberations of a
maj or United Nations conference.
Today we urge the Menber States
and the Secretary-CGeneral of the
United Nations to build upon that
precedent.

Local governnents, with their
denocratic legitimcy and public
responsibilities, are distinct

from t he non- gover nnent al -
organi zati on sector. The worl dw de
community of |ocal governnent,
t hr ough its representative
structure, the Wrld Assenbly of
Cities and Local Authorities, is
ready to build a nore effective
partnership W th t he Uni ted
Nations on the basis of this
reality. Let us go forward as we
enter the new m || ennium
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Since 1992 nunerous countries
have chosen to prepare thensel ves
for the new century by enhanci ng

the status and capacity of | ocal
gover nnment . Mor e t han 70
countries are now engaged in a
formal process of
decentrali zation. Thi s is a
global trend that reflects the
global reality of cooperative

governance. In this context, |
woul d i ke to not e t he
recognition and status accorded
to |l ocal governnent in the South
African Constitution. Thi s
recognition and status are vi ewed
by many international experts as
a nodel for the world.

Qur experience indicates that

for conti nued success t he
followwng three elenents are
inportant: first, United Nations
recognition and support for | ocal
government as a full Agenda 21
partner; secondly, responsible
nati onal decentralization,

cooperation and partnership with
| ocal governnent to inplenent
Agenda 21, and, thirdly,
sustai ned | ocal governnent action
in partnership with wonen, youth
and other sectors of | ocal
comuni ties.

Therefore, on the occasion of
this five-year review of Agenda
21, | would like to close by

hi ghlighting sonme key issues of
concern to the functioning of
t hi s partnership.

First, we wurge the United
Nat i ons to find ways to
institutionalize the recognition
and i nvol venent of | ocal
governnment in its deliberations.
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Secondl vy, we ur ge t he International Union of Local

i nternational community to ensure Authorities was escorted from

that |ocal Agenda 21 progranmes the rostrum.

and simlar sust ai nabl e-

devel opnent efforts are protected
under i nternati onal trade
agreenents. W would wel cone
international investors to support
the inplenmentation of our |ocal
Agenda 21 programes.

Thirdly, we
pr oposal s made by numer ous
Gover nnent s at this week’ s
meetings to review subsidies and
to identify econom c instrunents
t hat could contribute to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. W pl edge
to participate in such a review

support t he

Local gover nnment recently
conpleted its own five-year review
of Agenda 21 at the Pathways to
Sustainability conference held in

Newcast | e, Australi a. The
resulting Newcastle Declaration
i ndi cates t hat al t hough t he
promse of R o has not been

realized
made.

sone progress has been

I believe that, with the
further assistance and cooperation

of the United Nations and the
international conmunity, by the
year 2002 our successes wll be
nmore visible in the daily |ives of
people. Qur dream for a better
life for all people, wherever they
live, can be realized.

The Acting President: | thank
the representative of the Wrld

the Internationa
Authorities for his

Executive of
Uni on of Local
st at enent .

Mr. Collin Marake Matjila of
the World Executive of the

The Acting President: The next
speaker is M. Andrea Carnen,
Executive Di rector of t he
| nt er nat i onal I ndi an Treaty
Council, speaking on behalf of
t he Indigenous Peoples Mjor
G oup.

Ms. Andrea Carmen, Executive
Director of the International
Indian Treaty Council was
escorted to the rostrum.

Ms. Carmen (I'nternational
I ndian Treaty Council): On behal f
of the International I ndi an
Treaty Council and indigenous
peoples, | offer ny heart and
hand in respectful greeting to
all gathered here today at this
speci al session of the General
Assenbly, the Earth Summt + 5.

In 1992 the CGovernnents and
t he peoples of the world reached
the historic agreenment known as
Agenda 21, recognizing that the
protection and sustainability of
the rapidly dimnishing diversity

of life on Earth required an
i medi ate, unified, international
response.

| ndi genous peopl es have al ways
been at the forefront of this
struggle to protect the sacred,
i nterconnected web of life that
we are now calling biological

di versity. e uphol d t he
traditional i ndigenous
perspective that the nental

physical, social and spiritual

wel | - bei ng of our peoples and the
survi val of our future
generations cannot be separated
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from t he heal th of our We thank the President of the

envi ronnent,
cul tures and

the practice of our
religions and the

expression of our inherent right
to self-determ nation
A critical conponent of both

Agenda 21 and the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity IS t he
commtment by the States parties
to work in full partnership with
i ndi genous peoples regardi ng any
devel opnent invol ving our natural
resources and cul tural know edge,
while recognizing our uni que
expertise and relationship to the
Earth through the sustainabl e-
devel opnment practices we have
utilized since tinme imenorial.
That this prom sed partnership has
not becone a reality does not
dimnish the inportance of the
comm t nent or of the unnet
challenges it presents to State
Gover nnent s.

Unabat ed non-sust ai nabl e
resource extraction and
contam nation having an inpact on
i ndi genous peopl es have
accelerated over the five years

since the Ro Earth Summt. In the
vast majority of cases, t he
af fected peoples have not been

consul ted, and much | ess have they

given their agreenent, despite
Agenda 21's prom se. Exanpl es
i nclude the dunping of toxic and

radi oacti ve wastes on land and in
oceans, t he di schar ge of
persi stent organic pollutants into
t he f ood chai n, r anpant
deforestation, expandi ng
mlitarism and weapons testing,
hydroel ectric dam projects, the
commerci al overharvesting of fish,
open-pit mning and oil drilling.
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CGener al Assenbl y for hi s
st at enment to the high-level
segnent of the Comm ssion on

Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent (CSD) in

April in which he recogni zed t hat
m ning can never be sustainable
and remains one of the nost
unsust ai nabl e practices t hat

threatens communities and the
envi ronnent .

The pr of ound devast ati on
caused by mning and drilling is
far too pervasive to catal ogue. A
few of the innunerable exanples
i ncl ude the Pegasus cyani de heap-
| each gold mne in Mntana, which
is adjacent to Gos Ventre and
Assiniboine tribal territories,
t he massive Bl ack Mesa coal m ne
on |l ands sacred to the Dineh and
Hopi peoples in Big Mountain,
Arizona, the extrene levels of
contam nation caused by Shell Q'
on Qgoni traditional lands in
Ni geria, and the gol d-m ning and
uraniumdrilling in the sacred
Black Hills in violation of the
1868 Fort Laram e Treaty between
the Lakota Nation and the United
St at es.

Yet the devastating effects of
mning and oil drilling were not
addressed in Agenda 21. The
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e
Devel opnment should imrediately
nmove to rectify this omssion, in
full partnership w th indigenous
peopl es.

The 1990 United Nations d obal
Consultation on the Realization
of the Right to Devel opnent as a
Human Ri ght underlined that the
nost destructive and preval ent
abuses of indigenous rights are
t he di rect consequences of
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devel opment strategies that fail
to respect the fundanmental right
of sel f-determ nati on. The
provi sions of Agenda 21 and the
Convention on Biological Diversity
will never result in economc or
politi cal gai ns t hat are

sustai nabl e over tine if they fai
to recognize the fundanental

rights of developnment and self-
determnation, as well as the full
territorial and cultural rights of

i ndi genous peopl es.

Pending this recognition, the
Conventi on on Bi ol ogi cal
Dversity’s reference in article 8
(j) to the sharing of benefits
resulting fromthe devel opnment of
pl ant resour ces and t he
traditional knowl edge of
i ndi genous peoples is inevitably
an open invitation to comercia
expl oi tati on and appropriation.

Agenda 21 enphasi zed that:

“I ndi genous people and their
communities shall enjoy the
full nmeasure of human rights
and f undanent al freedons
wi t hout hi ndr ance or
di scrimination.”
(A/CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol.1),
chap. 26, para. 26.1)

W therefore
Summit + 5 to
comm tment by

urge the Earth
underscore this
calling for the

adoption of the present text of
t he draft Uni ted Nat i ons
declaration on the rights of

i ndi genous peopl es as adopted by
the Working Goup on |Indigenous
Popul ati ons and t he Sub-conmm ssi on
on Prevention of D scrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities as an
essential conponent for the full
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21.

| ndi genous peopl es have call ed
for an international noratorium
on the patenting of life forns
and expressed vehenent opposition
to making I|ife a commodity
t hr ough what IS call ed
“bi ol ogi cal prospecting”,
i ncl udi ng t he mar ket i ng by
phar maceuti cal and bi ot echnol ogy
conpanies of aninmal and human
genetic and cell materials and of

pl ants used for food, nedicina
and religious pur poses by
i ndi genous peoples since tine
i mrenorial, such as quinoa.

Western intell ectual property-
ri ghts systens and international
trade agreenents being codified
gl obal l'y t hr ough t he Worl d
| ntell ectual Property
Organi zation and the Wrld Trade
Organi zation’s trade-rel ated
intell ectual property rights, as
wel | as r egi onal trade
agreenents, such as the North
Anerican Free Trade Agreenent and
t he Asi a-Pacific Econom ¢
Cooperation Council, defy basic
principles that energed fromthe
first Earth Sunmmt and contain no
provisions for safeguarding the
rights of indigenous peoples.

| ndi genous peopl es see a grave

danger in putting the world s
food supplies in the hands of
conpanies intent on producing
profitable new bio-engineered
strains whi |l e unsust ai nabl e
practices are reduci ng t he
variety of plant and aninal
species found in their natural
habi t at s.

| ndi genous peopl es have

consistently expressed opposition
to the Human Genone Diversity
Project and the harvesting and
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patenting w thout consent of our
ancestral genetic heritage by
mul ti national corporations as well
as governnental institutions. The
use and exploitation of human
genetic materials and human cel

lines are not directly addressed
in the Convention on Biological
Di versity, which is seen Dby
i ndi genous peoples as another
grave omssion that limts its
potential to nonitor and oversee
the total range of
“bi oprospecting” activities having
an i nmpact on indi genous peopl es.

Anot her «critical weakness of
Agenda 21 and the Convention on

Biological Diversity is the |ack
of effective nmechanisns to oversee
and control the inpacts of
gl obal i zat i on, i ncl udi ng t he

mul ti nati ona
i nternational
institutions,
mlitary operations,

activities of
cor porations,
financi al
mul ti nati ona

t he mul til ateral i nvest ment
agreenent and international trade-
agreenent bodies. The indigenous

Caucus at the recent fifth session
of t he CSD cal l ed for
conprehensive inpact reports on
the actions of Governnents and
mul ti nati onal corporations and
their effects on i ndi genous
peoples with regard to issues of
non-sust ai nabl e resource

extraction and bi ol ogi ca
prospecting, a proposal which the
Ceneral Assenbly shoul d underscore

and the CSD i medi ately inpl enent.

We also call upon the Genera
Assenbly to support the adoption
wi t hout delay of the Permanent
Forum for | ndi genous  Peopl es
within the United Nations system
which could serve as a forum for
overseei ng and investigating these

24

types of abuses and play an
effective role in preventing
deadly conflicts arising fromthe
opposi tion of indigenous peoples

to inpose developnment wthin
their territories. The fully
i nformed and effective
partici pation of i ndi genous
peoples in all aspects of the

di scussi ons, decisions and foruns
originating from the R o Earth
Summit nmust be ensured if the
prom se of partnership is ever to
becone a reality. Therefore, the
i nternational I ndi an Treaty
Council and i ndigenous peoples
propose that a working group of
i ndi genous peoples be formally
instituted at the fourth neeting
of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biologica
Diversity in 1998.

Qur organi zation al so comrends
the secretariat of the Convention
on Biological Diversity for
hiring an indigenous person, as
recommended at the second neeting
of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biologica
Diversity, to be active in the
di ssem nation of information and

i nclusion of greater nunbers of
i ndi genous peopl es in this
process.

The nonunmental responsibility
this Assenbly holds in its hands
requires the recognition that
human beings are not only actors

upon and developers of the
nat ur al wor | d, but are an
integral part of the Earth's
bi ol ogi cal diversity. The natura
world is not a comodity. The
natural world, the Earth, is our
nmot her, providing all that we

breathe and use in
lives. The diverse

eat, drink,
our daily
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forns of life on this Earth depend
upon us to protect their survival,
not as potential products to be

exploited but as living things
with an intrinsic value and a
place in the sacred web of life

t hat cannot be jeopardi zed w t hout
risk to our own place, our own
human exi st ence. Pl ease think
about the |lives of your own
grandchil dren as you consi der the
choi ces before you today.

My prayers are wth this
Assenbly and all ny rel ations.
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The Acting President: | thank
the Executive Director of the
| nt er nat i onal I ndi an Treaty

Counci | for her statenent.
Ms. Andrea Carmen, Executive
Director of the International
Indian Treaty Council, was
escorted from the rostrum.
Programme of work

The Acting President: Before

adjourning the neeting, | should
like to inform nenbers that it
wll be necessary to hold one

further plenary neeting of the
Ceneral Assenbly after the Ad Hoc
Committee of the Wwole of the
Ni neteenth Special Session has
conpleted its work and the
rel evant docunents are avail able
to the Assenbly.

May | therefore take it that
t he Assenbl y aut hori zes t he
President to convene one nore
pl enary meeti ng on t he
understanding that it wll take
pl ace upon conpl etion of the work
of the Ad Hoc Commttee of the
Whol e?

It was so decided.

The Acting President: The next
pl enary neeting wll take place at
9 p.m tonight, provided that the
Ad Hoc Comm ttee of the Wole has
conpleted its work.

The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.
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