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51/ 113. Situation of human rights in Cuba

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons, as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts' and ot her applicable human rights instrunents,

Noting that Cuba is a party to the Convention against Torture and Q her
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent, 2

Reaffirm ng also that all States have an obligation to fulfil the
commitments they have freely undertaken under the various internationa
i nstrunents,

Taking particular note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 69
of 23 April 1996,2 in which the Conm ssion recogni zed with deep appreciation
the past efforts of the Special Rapporteur concerning the situation of human
rights in Cuba and extended his mandate for one year

Expr essi ng concern about continuing serious violations of human rights
in Cuba, the majority of which are violations of civil and political rights,

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 39/76, annex.

3 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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as outlined in the interimreport on the situation of human rights in Cuba
submitted to the General Assenbly by the Special Rapporteur,?

Deploring, in this regard, the arbitrary arrest, detention and
harassment of Cuban citizens, particularly nmenbers of the Concilio Cubano, a
group coordinating the activities of dozens of human rights groups, seeking to
exerci se their human rights and fundanental freedons,

Recalling the continued refusal of the Governnent of Cuba to cooperate
wi th the Conm ssion on Human Rights with regard to its resolution 1996/ 69,
including its repeated opposition to a visit to Cuba by the Specia
Rapport eur,

1. Commends the Speci al Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
for his interimreport on the situation of human rights in Cuba;

2. Expresses its full support for the work of the Special Rapporteur

3. Calls once nore upon the Covernnent of Cuba to cooperate fully
with the Special Rapporteur by permtting himfull and free access to
establish contact wth the Governnent and the citizens of Cuba so that he may
fulfil the mandate entrusted to him

4. Regrets profoundly the nunmerous violations of human rights and
fundanmental freedons in Cuba, as described in the report of the Special
Rapporteur to the Comm ssion on Human Rights® and in his interimreport;*

5. Urges the Government of Cuba to ensure freedom of expression and
assenbly and the freedomto denonstrate peacefully, including by allow ng
political parties and non-governmental organizations to function freely in the
country and by reformng legislation in this area;

6. Calls especially upon the Government of Cuba to release the
nuner ous persons detained for activities of a political nature, including
those specifically nentioned in the report of the Special Rapporteur, who
suffer frominadequate medical care while inprisoned or whose rights as
journalists or jurists are inpeded or denied;

7. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to carry out the recommendati ons
contained in the interi mreport of the Special Rapporteur to bring its
observance of human rights and fundanental freedons in Cuba into conformty
with international standards and applicable international human rights
instruments and to end all violations of human rights including, in
particul ar, the detention and inprisonnment of human rights defenders and
others who are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights, and to grant
access to its prisons to non-governnmental humanitarian organi zati ons and
i nternational humanitarian agenci es;

8. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its
fifty-second session.

4 A/ 51/ 460, annex.

5 E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 60.
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