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Deeply concerned about the menacce that the activities
of mercenaries represent for all States, particularly Af-
rican and other developing States,

Alarmed at the emergence of new internationa! crimm-
inal activities carried out by mercenaries in collusion
with drug traffickers,

Recognizing that the activities of mercenaries are con-
trary to the fundamentali principles of international law,
such as non-interference in the internal affairs of
States, territorial integrity and independence, and im-
pede the process of the sclf-determination of peoples
struggling against colonialism, racism and apartheid and
all forms of foreign domination,

Recalling all of its relevant resolutions, as well as
those of the Security Council, the Economic and Social
Council and the Organization of African Unity, in
which, inter alia, it condemned any Statc that permitted
or tolerated the recruitment, financing, training, assem-
bly, transit and use of mercenaries with the objective of
overthrowing the Governments of States Members of
the United Nations, especially those of developing
countries, or of fighting against national liberation
movements,

Deeply concerned aboul the loss of life, the substantial
damage to property and the short-term and long-term
negative effects on the cconomy of southern African
countries resulting from mercenary aggression,

Convinced that it is necessary to develop interna-
tional co-operation among States for the prevention
and prosecution of and punishment for such offences,

Welcoming the adoption of the International Conven-
tion against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and
Training of Merccnaries, %

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human
Rights;'87

2. Condemns the recruitment, financing, training,
assembly, transit and usc of mercenaries, as well as all
other forms of support to mercenaries, for the purpose
of destabilizing and overthrowing the Governments of
African States and of other developing States and fight-
ing against the national liberation movements of peo-
ples struggling for the exercise of their right to self-de-
termination;

3. Affirms that the use of mercenaries and their re-
cruitment, financing and training are offences of grave
concern to all States and violate the purposes and prin-
ciples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Strongly condemns the racist régime of South Af-
rica for its use of groups of armed mercenaries against
national liberation movements and for the destabiliza-
tion of the Governments of southern African States;

5. Denounces any State that persists in the recruit-
ment, or permits or tolerates the recruitment, of mer-
cenaries and provides facilities 1o them for launching
armed aggression against other Statcs;

6. Urges all States to take the necessary steps and to
exercise the utmost vigilance against the menace posed

186 Rcsoluiion 44/34, annex.
187 A/45/488, annex.

by the activities of mercenaries and to ensure, by both
administrative and legislative measures, that the terri-
tory of those States and other territories under their
control, as well as their nationals, are not used for the
recruitment, assembly, financing, training and transit of
mercenaries, or for the planning of activities designed
10 destabilize or overthrow the Government of any
State and to fight the national liberation movements
struggling against racism, apartheid, colonial domina-
tion and foreign intervention or occupation;

7. Calls upon all States to extend humanitarian as-
sistance to victims of situations resulting from the use
of mercenaries, as well as from colonial or alien domi-
nation or foreign occupation;

8. Considers that to use channels of humanitarian
and other assistance to finance, train and arm merce-
narics is inadmissible;

9. Urges all States to take early action to sign, ac-
cede to or ratify the International Convention against
the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mer-
cenaries, in order to expedite the coming into force of
that Convention;

10.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session on the use
of mercenaries.
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45/133. International Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Guided by the resolve of the peoples of the United
Nations to promote social progress and better stan-
dards of life in larger freedom, with a view to the cre-
ation of conditions of stability and well-being, which are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations between
nations,

Guided also by the relevant provisions of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights,’ the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights®
and the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop-
ment,'? according to which the widest possible protec-
tion and assistance should be accorded to the family,

Bearing in mind the Nairobi Forward-looking Strate-
gies for the Advancement of Women'* and recalling
that by its resolution 42/125 of 7 December 1987 it en-
dorsed the Guiding Principles for Developmental So-
cial Weifare Policies and Programmes in the Near Fu-
ture,” which called for social welfare policies to give
greater attention to the family,

Welcoming the entry into force on 2 September 1990
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child%? and the
successful conclusion of the World Summit for Chil-
dren, held in New York on 29 and 30 September 1990,
in particular the adoption of the World Declaration on
the Survival, Protection and Development of Children®
and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Develop-
ment of Children in the 1990s,5?

Recalling its resolutions 42/134 of 7 December 1987
and 43/135 of 8 December 1988 on the need to enhance
international co-operation in the field of the protection
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of and assistance to the family, as well as Economic and
Social Council resolutions 1983/23 of 26 May 1983,
1985/29 of 29 May 1985 and 1989/54 of 24 May 1989,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 44/82 of 8 De-
cember 1989, in which it proclaimed 1994 as the Inter-
national Year of the Family and requested the Secre-
tary-General to prepare a draft programme for the
preparation for and observance of the Year,

Confident that the Year will offer a unique opportu-
nity for mobilizing efforts, particularly at the local and
national levels, to highlight the importance of the fam-
ily, promote a better understanding of its functions and
problems and strengthen national institutions to formu-
late, implement and monitor policies in respect of the
family,

Aware that for the Year to be successful and for its
impact and practical efficiency to be maximized, ade-
quate preparation and the widespread support of all
Governments, specialized agencies, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and the public are
required,

Recognizing the efforts made by Governments at the
local and national levels in carrying out specific pro-
grammes concerning the family, in which the United
Nations may have an important role to play, and in rais-
ing awareness, increasing understanding and promoting
policies that improve the position and well-being of the
family,

Stressing the significant role that non-governmental
organizations may play in the preparation and im-
plementation of the programme for the Year,

Taking into account its decision 35/424 of 5 December
1980 and Economic and Social Council resolution
1980/67 of 25 July 1980 concerning guidelines for inter-
national years and anniversaries,

1. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-Gen-
eral,'®® prepared in pursuance of its resolution 44/82;

2. Welcomes the designation by the Secretary-Gen-
eral of a Co-ordinator for the International Year of the
Family and the establishment of an organizational sec-
retariat for the Year within the Social Development Di-
vision of the Centre for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs of the Secretariat;

3. Invites Governments to contribute resources, in-
cluding staff, to the organizational secretariat;

4. Affirms that the major activities for the obser-
vance of the Year should be concentrated at the local
and national levels and assisted by the United Nations
and its system of organizations, with a view to creating
among Governments, policy-makers and the public a
greater awareness of the family as the natural and fun-
damental unit of society;

5. Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, in-
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
concerned, as well as interested national organizations,
to exert all possible efforts in the preparation for and
observance of the Year and to co-operate with the Sec-
retary-General in achieving the objectives of the Year;
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6. Appeals to the Governments that have not yet
done so to make known to the Secretary-General their
views on the preparation for and observance of the
Year in order to ensure an adequate basis for formulat-
ing the programme for the Year;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to finalize a draft
programme for the preparation for and observance of
the Year and to submit it for consideration by the Com-
mission for Social Development at its session in 1991
and by the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session;

8. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment to give priority consideration at its session in 1991
to the draft programme for the Year;

9. [nvites the Commission for Social Development
to ensure that all plans, programmes and activities re-
lated to the family accord with the concept of equality
between women and men as expressed in the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, " and with the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women* and to
ensure the incorporation of the principles relating to
policies aimed at fostering equality between women
and men, as outlined in the report of the Secretary-
General,'® into the programme for the Year;

10. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment to inform the Commission on the Status of
Women on the preparations for the Year;

11. Invites all States to take prompt action to estab-
lish national mechanisms, such as co-ordinating com-
mittees, to prepare for, observe and follow up the Year,
in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulating
and harmonizing the activities of the governmental and
non-governmental agencies and organizations con-
cerned with the preparation for and observance of the
Year;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a
voluntary fund for the preparation for and observance
of the Year and invites all States and interested orga-
nizations to contribute to that fund;

13. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue
taking specific measures, through all the communica-
tion media at his disposal, to give widespread publicity
to the activities of the United Nations system in the
area of family issues and to increase the dissemination
of information on the family;

14. Further requests the Secretary-General to sub-
mit a report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth
session on the progress made in the preparations for
the Year, and to include therein recommendations and
comments made by the preparatory and co-ordinating
bodies for the Year;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-sixth session the item entitled “International
Year of the Family”.
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