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looking Strategies, to be submitted to the General Assem-
bly at its forty-fifth session, an assessment of recent devel-
opments that are relevant to the priority themes to be
considered at the subsequent session of the Commission
and to transmit to the Commission a summary of relevant
views expressed by delegations during the debate in the
Assembly;

22, Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session on measures
taken to implement the present resolution;

23.  Decides to consider these questions further at its
forty-fifth session under the item entitled “Forward-
looking Strategies for the advancement of women to the
year 2000”.
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44/78. Improvement of the situation of women in rural

areas

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 34/14 of 9 November 1979, in
which it endorsed the Declaration of Principles and the
Programme of Action as adopted by the World Confer-
ence on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development,3” and
other relevant resolutions,

Recalling also the importance given to the problems of
rural women in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women,52

Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1988/29 of 26 May 1988, in which the Council urged
Governments and development agencies of the United
Nations system to pay particular attention to the role of
women in rural development,

Taking note with satisfaction of the results of the Inter-
national Seminar on Women and Rural Development:
Programmes and Projects, held at Vienna from 22 to
26 May 1989,85

Recognizing that the economic and financial crises in
many developing countries have severely affected the
socio-economic status of women, especially in rural areas,

Recognizing also the urgent need to take appropriate
measures aimed at improving further the situation of
women in rural areas,

1. Commends the report of the Secretary-General on
national experience relating to the improvement of the
situation of women in rural areas;38

2. Calls upon Member States to make use of the report
and the main conclusions and recommendations of the In-
ternational Seminar on Women and Rural Development:
Programmes and Projects, contained in the annex to the
report, and to endeavour to reflect them, as appropriate, in
national development strategies, paying special attention,
inter alia, to:

(a) Setting up or strengthening national machineries
for the advancement of women in order to ensure effective
execution, monitoring and evaluation of national strate-
gies in the field of rural development and, in particular, to
strengthen liaison with agricultural and rural develop-
ment institutions;

87 See Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development, Rome, 12-20 July 1979 (WCARRD/REPY); transmitted 10
the members of the General Assembly by a note by the Secretary-
General (A/34/485).
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(b) Identifying and formulating more comprehensive
priority development projects aimed at improving the
situation of rural women and integrating them into na-
tional development plans at all levels;

(c) Taking measures designed to give rural women
broader access to material and financial resources, that is,
the provision of land, credit and loans, to promote the es-
tablishment and strengthening of rural women’s associa-
tions and to encourage the development of women’s co-
operatives and other small enterprises;

3. Requests the organizations and funds of the United
Nations system, donor organizations and countries to pro-
mote the realization of programmes and projects aimed at
the improvement of the situation of rural women, and to
provide, on request, training opportunities for national
machineries in order to increase their effectiveness:

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in con-
sultation with Member States, a report on the implemen-
tation of the present resolution and to submit it to the
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, through the
Economic and Social Council.
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44/79. Importance of the universal realization of the
right of peoples to self-determination and of the
speedy granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples for the effective guarantee

and observance of human rights

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its faith in the importance of the implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in its resolu-
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Reaffirming also the importance of the universal realiza-
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination, national
sovereignty and territorial integrity and of the speedy
granting of independence to colonial countries and peo-
ples as imperatives for the full enjoyment of all human
rights,

Reaffirming further the obligation of all Member States
to comply with the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and the resolutions of the United Nations regard-
ing the exercise of the right to self-determination by peo-
ples under colonial and foreign domination,

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) and all relevant reso-
lutions concerning the implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples,

Recalling also its resolutions on the question of Na-
mibia, in particular resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 October
1966 and S-14/1 of 20 September 1986, as well as the rele-
vant Security Council resolutions, in particular resolu-
tions 385 (1976) of 30 January 1976, 435 (1978) of 29 Sep-
tember 1978, 629 (1989) of 16 January 1989, 632 (1989) of
16 February 1989 and 640 (1989) of 29 August 1989,

Recalling further the final communiqué adopted by the
United Nations Council for Namibia at its ministerial
meeting held at United Nations Headquarters on 2 Octo-
ber 1987,89
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