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the question of the danger of a revival of the concepts
of nazism and racial intolerance;

9. Appeals to regional intergovernmental organiza-
tions to consider this question at the regional level;

10. Calls upon Governments, particularly those
which control mass information media of world or con-
tinental scope, the United Nations and its various
bodies, specialized agencies and international and na-
tional organizations to increase public awareness of the
danger of a revival of nazism and racial intolerance,
especially among young people, by education, by the
preparation and dissemination of information on this
subject and by recalling the history of nazism and its
crimes and of racial intolerance;

11. Calls upon all States to take legislative and ad-
ministrative measures to prevent activities of any kind
in favour of nazism and the concept of racial su-
periority;

12. Decides to place the question of measures to be
taken against ideologies and practices based on terror
or on incitement to racial discrimination or any other
form of group hatred on its agenda and under con-
tinuing review, and urges other competent organs of
the United Nations to do likewise, so that appropriate
measyres can be taken promptly as required;

13. Confirms the principles of international law with
regard to the eradication of nazism, and appeals to all
States to act in conformity with those principles.

2025th plenary meeting,
18 December 1971.

2840 (XXVI). Question of the punishment of
war criminals and of persons who have com-
mitted crimes against humanity

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3 (I) of 13 February 1946
and 170 (II) of 31 October 1947 on the extradition
and punishment of war criminals and its resolution 95
(I) of 11 December 1946 affirming the principles of
international law recognized by the Charter of the
International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, and the
judgement of that Tribunal,

Recalling further its resolution 2712 (XXV) of
15 December 1970 in which it condemned the war
crimes and crimes against humanity at present being
committed as a result of aggressive wars and the poli-
cies of racism, apartheid and colonialism,

Again noting with regret that the numerous decisions
adopted by the United Nations on the question of the
punishment of war criminals and of persons who have
committed crimes against humanity are still not being
fully complied with,

Recalling the Convention on the Non-Applicability
of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes
against Humanity,

Convinced that the effective punishment of war crimes
and crimes against humanity is an important element in
putting an end to and preventing such crimes, in the
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
in the strengthening of confidence and in promoting co-
operation between peoples as well as peace and inter-
national security,

Expressing its deep concern at the fact that many
war criminals and persons who have committed crimes

against humanity are continuing to take refuge in the
territories of certain States and are enjoying their
protection,

Affirming that war crimes and crimes against human-
ity are among the most dangerous crimes under inter-
national law,

Firmly convinced of the need for international co-
operation in the thorough investigation of war crimes
and crimes against humanity, as defined in article I
of the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statu-
tory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against
Humanity, and in bringing about the detection, arrest,
extradition and punishment of all war criminals and
persons guilty of crimes against humanity who have
not yet been brought to trial or punished,

1. Urges all States to implement the relevant reso-
lutions of the General Assembly and to take measures
in accordance with international law to put an end
to and prevent war crimes and crimes against humanity
and to ensure the punishment of all persons guilty of
such crimes, including their extradition to those coun-
tries where they have committed such crimes;

2. Further urges all States to co-operate in par-
ticular in the collection and exchange of information
which will contribute to the detection, arrest, extradi-
tion, trial and punishment of persons guilty of war
crimes and crimes against humanity;

3. Again calls upon all States which have not yet
done so to become as soon as possible parties to the
Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limi-
tations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity;

4. Affirms that refusal by States to co-operate in
the arrest, extradition, trial and punishment of persons
guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity is
contrary to the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and to generally recognized norms
of international law;

5. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
consider the principles of international co-operation in
the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment of
persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against human-
ity and to submit a report on this question to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twenty-seventh session.

2025th plenary meeting,
18 December 1971.

2841 (XXVI). Creation of the post of United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2062 (XX) of 16 Decem-
ber 1965, 2333 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 2437
(XXIIT) of 19 December 1968 and 2595 (XXIV) of
16 December 1969 concerning the creation of the post
of United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council reso-
lution 1237 (XLII) of 6 June 1967 on the creation of
an Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and of Council resolution 1238 (XLII)
of 6 June 1967 concerning the implementation of human
rights through a United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights or some other appropriate interna-
tional machinery,

Taking further note of the views expressed in the
general debate on this question and of the draft reso-



