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4. Commends the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination for its efforts to obtain extensive
reports from States parties, as provided in article 9,
paragraph 1, of the Convention, as well as information
concerning Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories
relating to matters referred to in article 15;

5. Expresses the view that the work of the Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
would be facilitated if the reports submitted by States
parties conformed with the guidelines laid down by the
Committee for that purpose and if the Committee
invited States parties to be present at its meetings when
their reports are examined;

6. Recognizes that the General Assembly’s con-
sideration of the reports of the Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Racial Discrimination would be facilitated by
the inclusion of the criteria used by the Committee when
it examines in greater depth the substance of the reports
from States parties submitted under article 9 of the
Convention;

7. Draws the attention of the Trusteeship Council
and of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples to the report of the Committee on the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination and requests them to take
appropriate action within their terms of reference in
their respective spheres of activity, as expressed in the
relevant parts of the report;

8. Reguests the Secretary-General to transmit to
the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimina-
tion the records of the discussion on its report at the
twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly.

2001st plenary meeting,
6 December 1971.

Elimination of all forms of racial
discrimination

2784 (XXVI).

The General Assembly,

Firmly convinced that all forms of racial discrimina-
tion are a total negation of the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and that they
militate against human progress, peace and justice,

Fully aware that apartheid and all other forms of
racial discrimination are instruments of colonialism and
imperialism as well as of economic exploitation,

Reiterating its conviction that any doctrine of ex-
clusiveness based on racial differentiation or ethnic or
religious superiority is scientifically false, morally con-
demnable and socially unjust,

Reiterating also its firm determination to bring about
the total and unconditional elimination of racial dis-
crimination in all its forms,

Having designated the year 1971 as the International
Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis-
crimination,

Convinced that the International Year for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination should be
observed as the opening year of an ever-growing struggle
against racial discrimination in all its forms and mani-
festations and for the purpose of promoting international
solidarity with all those struggling against racism,

Considering that by arousing world public opinion
and promoting action against racism the International
Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis-

crimination would contribute to the expansion of na-
tional and international efforts towards ensuring the
rapid and total eradication of racial discrimination in
all its forms,

Believing in the urgent need for eliminating racial
discrimination through continuous and vigorous national
action and collective international measures in order
to alleviate the suffering of millions of people the world
over and to ensure them the dignity and equality
inherent in all human beings,

| |

1. Requests the President of the General Assembly
to forward the message annexed to the present resolu-
tion directly to the heads of State or Government of
each State;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a re-
port based on the information and comments received
from Governments, in accordance with the message sent
to heads of State or Government, to the Commission on
Human Rights at its twenty-eighth session;

3. Invites the Economic and Social Council to
request the Commission on Human Rights, bearing in
mind the provisions of paragraph 2 above, to submit
suggestions with a view to launching continued inter-
national action to combat racism on the basis of a
“Decade for vigorous and continued mobilization
against racism and racial discrimination in all its
forms”;

I

1. Reaffirms that apartheid is a crime against hu-
manity;

2. Declares that racial discrimination in all its
forms is a criminal affront to the conscience and dig-
nity of mankind;

3. Emphatically reaffirms its recognition and vigor-
ous support of the legitimacy of the struggles of all op-
pressed peoples everywhere, and in particular in south-
ern Africa, against colonial, racial and alien domination
or foreign occupation towards the achievement of
their inalienable rights to equality and freedom, in ac-
cordance with the purposes and principles of the Char-
ter of the United Nations, and calls for increased and
continued moral and material support to all peoples
struggling for their liberation, self-determination and
the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination;

4. Invites the Economic and Social Council to re-
quest the Commission on Human Rights to study and
make recommendations for the further elaboration of
international instruments to deal with crimes against
humanity, particularly those arising from the policies
of apartheid,

5. Condemns those countries which, by their polit-
ical, economic and military collaboration with the
Government of South Africa, encourage and incite that
Government to persist in its racist policy;

6. Strongly condemns all Governments that con-
tinue to supply arms to the Pretoria régime in violation
of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly
and the Security Council;

mnr

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of
the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi-
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nation,® established under article 8 of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination;

2. Endorses the opinions and recommendations
submitted by the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination in its decisions 3 (IV), 4 (IV)
and 5 (IV);®

3. Calls upon all the trading partners of South
Africa to abstain from any action that constitutes an
encouragement to the continued violation of the prin-
ciples and objectives of the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina-
tion by South Africa and the illegal régime in Southern
Rhodesia, and to use their influence with a view to
ensuring the eradication of the policies of apartheid and
racial discrimination in the international territory of
Namibia and Southern Rhodesia;

4. Also calls upon the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the administering Power
for Southern Rhodesia, to adopt all the necessary
measures, including the use of force, with a view to
ending the racist and illegal régime of Ian Smith;

5. Condemns the Government of Portugal for per-
sisting in its colonialist policies in Africa and for con-
tinuing its war against the peoples of the Territories
under its domination;

6. Invites the Economic and Social Council to re-
quest the Commission on Human Rights to continue
its comprehensive studies of policies and practices of
racial discrimination, taking into account in particular
discrimination against peoples of African origin in all
countries, and to submit a report to the General As-
sembly as soon as possible, but not later than at its
twenty-eighth session, together with recommendations
for action to combat such policies and practices;

v

Decides to consider this item again at its twenty-
seventh session.
2001st plenary meeting,
6 December 1971.

ANNEX

Message from the President of the General Assembly to
the heads of State or Government

|

1. The General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session on the
occasion of celebrating the International Year for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination has requested me,
as a matter of urgency, to put before you the following facts
concerning the United Nations campaign against racial dis-
crimination:

(a) The racist Government of South Africa and the illegal
régime in Southern Rhodesia have blatantly continued to
pursue policies of racial discrimination and apartheid in
flagrant violation of the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and of those enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

(b) The racist Government of South Africa continues to
effect an extensive arms build-up, thus posing a serious threat
to the security and sovereignty of independent African States
opposed to its racist policies, as well as to all those peoples
struggling against the racial and inhuman policies in southern
Africa.

(c) The racist policies in southern Africa have been per-
mitted, even encouraged, to expand through:

5 Ibid.
8 Ibid., chap. VII, sect. B.

(i) The continued existence and operation of the white
racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia through
the deliberate ineffectiveness of measures so far taken
by the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the administering Power;

(ii) The illegal occupation of the Territory of Namibia by
the racist Government of South Africa.

(d) The racist Governments in southern Africa have been

further strengthened through:

(i) The maintenance by many States of political, com-
mercial, military, economic, social and other rela-
tions with the racist Governments in southern Africa
in utter disregard of United Nations resolutions and
of the purposes and principles of the Charter;

(ii) An unholy alliance between South Africa, Portugal
and Southern Rhodesia, established in order to sup-
press the struggle of the peoples of that region and
to silence the cry of Africa against racism, apartheid,
economic exploitation and colonial domination.

(e) The United Nations has vigorously opposed all policies

based on racial discrimination and, consequently, has:

(i) Declared that any State whose official policy or
practice is based on racial discrimination contravenes
the purposes and principles of the Charter, and called
upon those Governments to desist forthwith from pur-
suing such policies;

(ii) Condemned the policies of States which, by political,
economic or military collaboration with the racist
régimes in southern Africa, enable and encourage
those régimes to enforce and perpetuate their racist
policies, and called upon those States to desist forth-
with from extending such collaboration;

(iii) Reaffirmed time and again the legitimacy of the
struggle of all oppressed peoples, in particular in the
territories under racial, alien domination or foreign
occupation, to obtain liberation and racial equality,
and called for increased and continued moral and
material support to these struggling peoples.

(f) However, the numerous resolutions that have been
adopted by the various organs of the United Nations still
have little or no effect, owing to the arrogant, flagrant and stub-
born disregard on the part of South Africa and its racist
allies, transplanted to the soil of Africa, and to the continued
political, economic and military aid coming from some States.

II

2. The General Assembly, therefore, is as convinced as
ever that the continuation of national and international action
against racial discrimination in all its forms, old and contem-
porary alike, is a matter of cardinal importance if the world
is to live in peace and justice, the two interdependent and
indispensable components of a better future for all mankind.

3. The General Assembly is also convinced that the pri-
mary aim of the United Nations and, therefore, of all its
Member States in the sphere of human rights is the achieve-
ment by each individual of the maximum freedom and dig-
nity and that, for the realization of this objective, the laws
of every country should grant each individual, irrespective
of race, sex, language, religion or political belief, all the
rights inherent in all human beings on the basis of equality,
and that the people of every country must be made fully
aware of the evils of the policies of racial discrimination and
of the ideologies based on racial supremacy and must join in
condemning, resisting and combating them.

4. The General Assembly is further convinced that the
continuation of racism and colonialism cannot but seriously
hamper the efforts of the international community to achieve
peace, justice and progress.

1411

5. The General Assembly, in view of the aforementioned
facts and convictions, has authorized me to request you to
transmit the present text to the legislative, administrative,
judicial, educational and trade union bodies of your country,
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as well as to the mass media of information, in order to
ensure the continuation of the world campaign against racial
discrimination, bearing in mind that the International Year
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination
should be considered as the opening year for a full decade
of vigorous struggle against this evil, until the achievement
of its total elimination. To that end, the General Assembly
recommends, inter alia:

(a) The discussion of this problem in all national and
international conferences, especially in the fields of education,
information, trade unions, etc.;

(b) The inculcation through education of children and youth
in the spirit of human rights by the inclusion in the curricula
of special and yearly programmes on the evils of racism
and racial discrimination;

(c) The continuation of the programmes designated to be
carried out during 1971, the International Year for Action
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, and their de-
velopment and updating, in order to intensify the efforts to
combat racial discrimination;

(d) The continuation of open moral support and the in-
creasing of material aid to the peoples struggling against
racial discrimination and apartheid,

(e) The termination of all relations with the Government
of South Africa and all other racist régimes;

(f) Exerting every effort to bring about the full implemen-
tation of all Security Council and General Assembly resolu-
tions that reflect the world’s resolve to end each and every
case of discrimination and foreign exploitation;

(g) The repeal of all laws and regulations which contrib-
ute to the maintenance and propagation of racial discrimi-
nation.

v

6. The General Assembly has requested the Secretary-
General to submit a report on this subject to the Assembly
at its twenty-seventh session, in which would be included re-
ports of Governments on the above message.

2785 (XXVI). International Year for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination

The General Assembly,

Firmly convinced that all forms of racial discrimina-
tion are a total negation of the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and that they
militate against human progress, peace and justice,

Recalling its resolutions 2446 (XXIII) of 19 De-
cember 1968, 2544 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, in
which it designated the year 1971 as International Year
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina-
tion, and 2646 (XXV) of 30 November 1970, in
which it welcomed the observance of 1971 as the Inter-
national Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination and urged all Governments, the special-
ized agencies and all other organizations concerned to
make renewed efforts to take effective and practical
measures to this end and, in particular, Economic and
Social Council resolution 1588 (L) of 21 May 1971,
which provided for further action that should be taken
to eliminate specifically racial discrimination in the po-
litical, economic, social and cultural spheres,

Noting the Secretary-General’s second progress re-
port, based on information received from Governments,
the specialized agencies and other international or-
ganizations, on the observance of the International Year
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina-
tion and on the activities of United Nations organs to
eliminate all forms of racial discrimination and aparz-
heid,”

7 A/8367 and Corr.1 and 2 and Add.1 and 2.

Noting the Secretary-General’s report on the review
and reappraisal of United Nations information policies
and activities,8 analysing the relationship of United
Nations public information activities to the achieve-
ment of the substantive goals of the United Nations,
including the elimination of apartheid, racial discrimi-
nation and colonialism, and stressing the need, within
the principles of universality and objectivity, of a
United Nations information programme more directly
geared to the support of these goals,

Noting the measures that have been taken and the
progress that has been achieved to date in the imple-
mentation of the programme for the observance of the
International Year for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination by Governments, United Nations
organs, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental
organizations and the national and international non-
governmental organizations concerned,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments,
United Nations organs, specialized agencies, regional
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations which have acted in good faith without
political motivation and in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations and contributed positively to the
observance of the International Year for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;

2. Further expresses its appreciation to the Secre-
tary-General for the effective co-ordination of the
measures and activities undertaken to date in connexion
with the International Year for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination and for the infor-
mative progress reports he has submitted thereon to the
General Assembly;

3. Recommends that the measures and activities
undertaken on the occasion of the International Year
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina-
tion by Governments, United Nations organs, special-
ized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations
and non-governmental organizations genuinely con-
cerned with the elimination of racism and racial dis-
crimination be continued, developed and enlarged,
and that the initiatives which have emerged from the
observance of the International Year should serve as
guidelines for action-oriented programmes designed to
ensure that the work accomplished in 1971 will be
pursued;

4. Urges all States concerned to implement a pro-
gramme of political, social, cultural and economic re-
dress to improve the conditions of those suffering
from the effects of past and present policies of racial
discrimination and, in particular, appeals to Govern-
ments and all organizations in the United Nations sys-
tem to devotc their urgent attention to the problems
involved in the education of youth, in a spirit of world
peace, justice, mutual respect and understanding, as
well as respect for the value and dignity of the human
person and generally recognized principles of morality
and international law concerning friendly relations and
co-operation among States, in order to combat racial
policies and to promote equal rights and economic,
social and cultural progress for all;

5. Requests every competent United Nations organ,
specialized agency, regional intergovernmental organiza-
tion and non-governmental organization in consulta-
tive status, acting in good faith without political moti-
vation and in accordance with the Charter of the

8 A/C.5/1320/Rev.1 and Add.1.



