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! Information in this note has been prepared to assist in understanding the history of the legal
personality of Yemen in the membership of the United Nations. In a letter dated 19 May 1990, the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen informed the Secretary-General of the following: ". . . The People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen and the Yemen Arab Republic will merge in a single sovereign State called the Republic of
Yemen' (short form: Yemen) with Sana'a as its capital, as soon as it is proclaimed on Tuesday, 22 May
1990. The Republic of Yemen will have single membership in the United Nations and be bound by the
provisions of the Charter. All treaties and agreements concluded between either the Yemen Arab
Republic or the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen and other States and international organizations

in accordance with international law which are in force on 22 May 1990 will remain in effect, and
international relations existing on 22 May 1990 between the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen and
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the Yemen Arab Republic and other States will continue." As concerns the treaties concluded prior to
their union by the Yemen Arab Republic or the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, the Republic of
Yemen (as now united) is accordingly to be considered as a party to those treaties as from the date when
one of these States first became a party to those treaties. Accordingly the tables showing the status of
treaties will now indicate under the designation “Yemen” the date of the formalities (signatures,
ratifications, accessions, declarations and reservations, etc.) effected by the State which first became a
party, those eventually effected by the other being described in a footnote. The People's Democratic
Republic of Yemen was admitted to the United Nations by Resolution No. 2310 (XXII) of 14 December
1967 registered under No. 8861. For the text of the declaration of acceptance of the obligations
contained in the Charter of the United Nations made by the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, see
United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 614, p. 21. The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen was
successively listed in the previous editions as "Southern Yemen", "People's Republic of Southern
Yemen", "People's Democratic Republic of Yemen" and "Democratic Republic of Yemen". Source:
historical information to be found on http://treaties.un.org/.

2 Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifications of instruments listed in the table may
be found in Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General: Status as at 31 December 2006
(ST/LEG/SER.E.25), supplemented by the official website of the United Nations Treaty Collection
database, Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, http://treaties.un.org/.

} The following abbreviations have been used for this document:

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
OP-ICESCR  Optional Protocol to ICESCR

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR
ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict
OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

pornography
ICRMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
CED International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance
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4 The date of accession to ICERD of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen. It should

also be noted that the Yemen Arab Republic acceded to ICERD on 6 April 1989 with the following
reservation: “Reservations in respect of article 5 (c) and article 5 (d) (iv), (vi) and (vii).” According
to information submitted to OHCHR by the Office of Legal Affairs on 16 December 2008, Since
the accession by "Democratic Yemen" predated the accession by the "Republic of Yemen, in accordance
with the above, “Yemen” is to be considered a party from the date of the first action along with the
relevant declarations/reservations made at that time.
: The following reservations were made by the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen upon
its accession to ICERD .
Sources:http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &id=319&chapter=4&lang=en and
OLA information submitted by email to OHCHR on 16 December 2008.
“The accession of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen to this Convention shall
in no way signify recognition of Israel or entry into a relationship with it regarding any
matter regulated by the said Convention.
“The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen does not consider itself bound by the
provisions of Article 22 of the Convention, under which any dispute between two or
more States Parties with respect to the interpretation or application of the Convention
is, at the request of any of the parties to the dispute, to be referred to the International
Court of Justice for decision, and states that, in each individual case, the consent of all
parties to such a dispute is necessary for referral of the dispute to the International
Court of Justice.
“The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen states that the provisions of Article 17,
paragraph 1, and Article 18, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination whereby a number of States are deprived of the
opportunity to become Parties to the Convention is of a discriminatory nature, and
holds that, in accordance with the principle of the sovereign equality of States, the
Convention should be opened to participation by all interested States without
discrimination or restriction of any kind..”

The formality was effected by the Yemen Arab Republic. Source: http://www2.ohchr.org/

english/bodies/ratification/3.htm#N16.
7

6

The formality was effected by Democratic Yemen. Source: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/
bodies/ratification/4 5.htm#N15.

8 The formality was effected by the Democratic Yemen. Source: http://treaties.un.org/.

’ The Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen declares that it does not
consider itself bound by article 29, paragraph 1, of the said Convention, relating to the settlement of
disputes which may arise concerning the application or interpretation of the Convention. Source:
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &id=326&chapter=4&lang=en.

10 Adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/117 of 10 December 2008, in which the
General Assembly recommended that a signing ceremony be organized in 2009. Article 17, para. 1, of
OP-ICESCR states that “The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that has signed, ratified
or acceded to the Covenant”.

""" Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
2" 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention

relating to the status of Stateless Persons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
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13 Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed

Forces in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (Second Convention); Convention
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (Third Convention); Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Convention); Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I);
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II); Protocol additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem
(Protocol III). For the official status of ratifications, see Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of
Switzerland, at www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/intla/intrea/chdep/warvic.html.

" International Labour Organization Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory
Labour; Convention No.105 concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour, Convention No. 87 concerning
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize; Convention No. 98 concerning the
Application of the Principles of the Right to Organize and to Bargain Collectively; Convention No. 100
concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value; Convention No.
111 concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and Occupation; Convention No. 138
concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Convention No. 182 concerning the
Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

1 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/CO/84/YEM), para. 15.

16 Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6), para. 52. See also E/CN.4/2004/43/Add.1, para. 44.

17 Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD/C/YEM/CO/16), para. 20; and CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 58.

'8 CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 58.

Conclusions and recommendations of the Committee against Torture (CAT/C/CR/31/4), para. 7 (m).
20 CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 21.

2l CERD/C/YEM/CO/16, para. 18.

22 CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 7 (m).

2 1bid., para. 4 (d).

19

** OHCHR 2007 Report on Activities and Results, p. 122.

3 Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/15/Add.267),
para. 4.

26

Ibid., para. 14.

27 CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 46.

¥ CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 11.

2 CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 3; CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 4 (a); CERD/C/YEM/CO/16, para. 3.

3% United Nations Country Team in Republic of Yemen, Common Country Assessment Republic
of Yemen, 2005, p. 9, available at http://www.undg.org/docs/8078/Y emen%20CCA%20English.pdf.

1 CERD/C/YEM/CO/16, para. 17.
CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 49; CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 21; CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para.
7;and E/CN.4/2004/43/Add.1, paras. 33 and 44. See also United Nations Country Team in Republic of
Yemen, Common Country Assessment Republic of Yemen, 2005, p. 24, available at
htttp://www.undg.org/docs/8078/Y emen%20CCA%20English.pdf.

32
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3 For the list of national human rights institutions with accreditation status granted by the

International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights (ICC), see A/HRC/10/55, annex 1.
*  CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 4.

35 Ibid., para. 48.

3 The following abbreviations have been used for this document:
CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
HR Committee Human Rights Committee
CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
CAT Committee against Torture
CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child
37

CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 5.

CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, paras. 46-47.

E/CN.4/2004/43/Add.1.

The questionnaires included in this section are those which have been reflected in an official
report by a special procedure mandate holder.

T See (a) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education (A/HRC/4/29), questionnaire on
the right to education of persons with disabilities sent in 2006; (b) report of the Special Rapporteur on the
human rights of migrants (A/HRC/4/24), questionnaire on the impact of certain laws and administrative
measures on migrants sent in 2006; (c) report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially
women and children (A/HRC/4/23), questionnaire on issues related to forced marriages and trafficking in
persons sent in 2006; (d) report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on human rights
defenders (E/CN.4/2006/95 and Add.5), questionnaire on the implementation of the Declaration on the Right
and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally
Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms sent in June 2005; (e) report of the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people (A/HRC/6/15), questionnaire
on the human rights of indigenous people sent in August 2007; (f) report of the Special Rapporteur on
trafficking in persons, especially in women and children (E/CN.4/2006/62) and the Special Rapporteur on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (E/CN.4/2006/67), joint questionnaire on the
relationship between trafficking and the demand for commercial sexual exploitation sent in July 2005; (g)
report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education (E/CN.4/2006/45), questionnaire on the right to
education for girls sent in 2005; (h) report of the Working Group on mercenaries (A/61/341), questionnaire
concerning its mandate and activities sent in November 2005; (i) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/4/31), questionnaire on the sale of children's
organs sent on July 2006; (j) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography (E/CN.4/2005/78), questionnaire on child pornography on the Internet sent in July 2004; (k)
report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/7/8),
questionnaire on assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sexual exploitation sent in July
2007; (1) report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and
transnational corporations and other business enterprises (A/HRC/4/35/Add.3), questionnaire on human rights
policies and management practices; (m) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education
(A/HRC/8/10), questionnaire on the right to education in emergency situations sent in 2007.

2 Joint questionnaire on the relationship between trafficking and the demand for commercial
sexual exploitation, and questionnaire on child pornography on the Internet.

38
39
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OHCHR Annual Appeal 2005, p.96.

OHCHR 2005 Annual Report, p. 166.

Ibid., p. 47.

OHCHR 2007 Report on Activities and Results, p. 125.
CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 8.

CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 40.

Ibid., para. 41.

Ibid., para. 39.

Ibid., para. 30.

Ibid., para. 31.

CERD/C/YEM/CO/16, para. 8.

ILO, Equality at Work: Tackling the Challenges, International Labour Conference, ninety-

sixth session 2007, Geneva, 2007, p. 37, available at:  http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---
dgreports/---dcomm/---webdev/documents/publication/wems_082607.pdf.

55
56
57
58
59
60
61

E/C.12/1/Add.92, para. 8; CERD/C/YEM/CO/16, para. 15.

Ibid., para. 16.

Ibid., para. 15.

CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 32.

Ibid., para. 33.

CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 15.

See E/CN.4/2006/53/Add.1, pp. 306-307; A/HRC/4/20/Add.1, pp. 374-376; A/HRC/8/3/

Add.1, pp. 437-438.
62
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65
66
67
68
69
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73
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75
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77
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E/CN.4/2006/53/Add.1, p. 307; A/HRC/4/20/Add.1, pp. 376 and 377.

E/CN.4/2006/53/Add.1, pp. 303-305; A/HRC/4/20/Add.1, p. 380; and A/HRC/8/3/Add.1, pp. 439-440.
A/HRC/8/3/Add.1, pp. 437 and  440.

CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 6 (c).

Ibid., para. 7 (d).

A/HRC/7/3/Add.1, paras. 275 and 276.

CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 7 (g).

CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 18.

Ibid., para. 19.

CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 6 (h); E/C.12/1/Add.92, para. 18.

CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 42

CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 16.

CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 42.

Ibid., para. 52.

Ibid., para. 71.

Ibid., para. 72.

Ibid., para. 74.

CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, paras. 32-33.

United Nations Country Team in Republic of Yemen, Common Country Assessment Republic

of Yemen, 2005, p. 13, available at http://www.undg.org/docs/8078/Y emen%20CCA%20English.pdf.
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81 ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, 2008,

Geneva, Doc. No. 092008 YEM 138, para. 1.

82 Ibid., para. 5.

83 CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 6.

¥ CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 7 (a) and (c).

8 United Nations Country Team in Republic of Yemen, Common Country Assessment Republic of
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% Ibid., p. 26.

87 CAT/C/CR/31/4, para. 6 (i).

% CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 75.

¥ CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 77.

E/CN.4/2004/43/Add.1, para. 41.
Ibid., Summary.

%2 CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 39.

93 Ibid., para. 40.
CCPR/CO/84/YEM, para. 18.

> A/HRC/7/10/Add.1, paras. 320-325.

% Joint Urgent Appeal sent by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief dated 28 August 2008 , to appear in their forthcoming
communications reports.

o7 E/CN.4/2006/55/Add.1, para. 1115; and A/HRC/7/14/Add.1, paras. 745-746.
E/CN.4/2006/55/Add.1, para. 1123.

E/CN.4/2006/55/Add.1, paras. 1117-1118 and 1121; A/HRC/7/14/Add.1, paras. 745-747.

100 E/CN.4/2006/55/Add.1, para. 1124,
101

90
91

94

98
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ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, 2008,
Geneva, Doc. No. 092008YEM 105, paras. 1-3.
192 A/HRC/4/37/Add.1, para. 732; and A/HRC/7/28/Add.1, paras. 2043-2044 and 2049.
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1% CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 23.
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17 CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 27.
9% Ibid., para. 45.
CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 62.
10" CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/6, para. 28.
"1 CRC/C/15/Add.267, para. 55; E/C.12/1/Add.92, para. 15.
See 2007-2011 UNDAF, Republic of Yemen, p. 6, available at http://www.undg.org/docs/
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14" CEDAW/C/YEM/COV/6, para. 34.
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5742/UNDAF%20English.pdf.
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