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In addition to all this, three civil society organizations (YUCOM, Amity and the Centre for the Rights
of the Child) have been supported with funds from the Republic of Serbia Government — the Office
for Human and Minority Rights, to oversee the implementation of UPR recommendations regarding
women, children and the elderly, which thus made their contribution to the drafting of the Report for
the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

Information on adopted laws and strategies is annexed to the Report.

The Law on Prohibition of Discrimination, the Law on Gender Equality, the Law on Data Protection,

the Law on Free Legal Aid, and the Strategy against Domestic Violence.

See Paragraph 9 of the Report.

Representatives of Ministries, the National Assembly, independent state bodies, civil society

organizations, international organizations.

A delegation of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment (CPT) was on a visit to the Republic of Serbia from May 26 to June 5,

2015, and on an ad hoc visit from May 31 to June 7, 2017. The European Commission against Racism

and Intolerance (ECRI) was on a visit to Serbia in September 2016 as part of the 5™ monitoring cycle.

The Republic of Serbia has passed a long road of evaluation of the implementation of the Council of

Europe’s Convention on Actions against Trafficking in Human Beings. A Group of Experts on

Actions against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) was on a visit to Serbia on March 6-10,

2017.

The Commissioner for Gender Equality, the Commissioner for Information of Public Importance and

Personal Data.

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia No. 6/17, which as part of the Programme of General

Continuous Professional Training Courses for Government Employees encompasses the fields of

human rights protection and secrecy of data, with related thematic fields of protection from

discrimination, discrimination before public authority bodies, gender equality and gender-based
violence, protection of consumer rights, protection of personal data, protection of classified
information, rights of national minorities, mechanisms for monitoring the human rights situation in
the Republic of Serbia with regard to particularly vulnerable groups and execution of rulings of the

European Court of Human Rights.

9 General decree on data protection COM 2012 11.

10" When it comes to land restitution, since the beginning of the implementation of the Property
Restitution Law, the most land has been restored to the Christian Adventist Church (100%), followed
by the Evangelist Christian Church (92%), the Jewish Religious Community ( 91%), the Serbian
Orthodox Church (74.37%), the Romanian Orthodox Church (69.27%), the Christian Reformed
Church (65.73%), the Roman Catholic Church (61.13%), the Greek Catholic Church (52.31%), etc.
When it comes to buildings, the most buildings have been restored to the Christian Adventist Church
(100%), the Christian Nazarene Community (100%), followed by the Christian Reformed Church
(95%), the Romanian Orthodox Church (74.45%), the Jewish Religious Community (67.42%), the
Serbian Orthodox Church (28.15%), the Roman Catholic Church (26.87%), the Evangelist Christian
Church (21.61%), etc.

11 The Law on Public Information and Media (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia Nos. 83/14 and

58/15); the Law on Electronic Media (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia No. 83/14); the Law

on Public Media Services (Official Gazette No. 83/14).

The Directive of the European Parliament and Council on Providing Audio-Visual Media Services.

13 The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia No. 6/16.

14" See more in the Annex to the Report.

15 The Strategy is the first document dealing with the issue of discrimination in a comprehensive way.

The Strategy recognizes nine vulnerable social groups that are at risk of discrimination: on grounds of

their belonging to national minorities; women; LGBT persons; persons with disabilities; elderly

people; children; refugees; internally displaced persons and other migrant groups at risk; on grounds
of religion and persons whose health can be the basis for discrimination.

If the crime was committed out of hatred because of the victim’s race or religion, ethnicity, gender,

sexual orientation or gender identity, a court will regard this fact as an aggravating circumstance,

except in cases where this circumstance is stipulated as an element of a crime.
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“The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 21/2016.

The Action Plan contains 11chapters and 115 activities in which 80 implementers are taking part -
Ministries, local self-governance units, civil society organizations, media, National Minorities’
Councils.

In the past five years, 460,125 health visits were made and more than 30,000 Roma children were
immunized. The death rate of Roma children has decreased by 50% compared with 2006 (it was 26%
in 2006, and 13% in 2014). They had an impact on improving health controls for 4,500 pregnant and
postpartum women. Also, 11,177 women chose their gynaecologists and 12,617 women underwent
systematic health checks.

http://www.inkluzijaroma.stat.gov.rs/sr

The Coordination Body for Gender Equality, in cooperation with the Team for Social Inclusion and
Poverty Reduction and the Republic Bureau of Statistics, supported by the European Institute for
Gender Equality, started the drafting and the computation of the gender equality index.

The Official Gazette of RS, No. 4/16. The document is monitored through the reporting on the
realization of measures and activities stipulated by this Action Plan.

One-time financial assistances, in-kind aid, aid in home care and clubs for elderly people, and in
addition to this, at least one third of municipalities and cities have day care centers for elderly people,
provide meals to food banks and subsidize utility bills, public transportation and medicines.

Migrant route was closed in March 2016.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR, UN WOMEN).

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia — International Agreements, No. 12/13.

A No. 802/15.

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 93/15.

The most important changes and amendments to the Criminal Code pertain to crimes against gender
freedom and to introduction of new crimes. More severe punishments are stipulated for some crimes
against freedom of gender. A minimum prison term of five years (with a ban on reducing it) for rape
and sexual abuse of a child is stipulated (as well as for crime of sexual abuse of a child through abuse
of power) which makes the Serbian legislation one of the most severe legislations in Europe. Also,
when it comes to sexual abuse of a helpless person, a minimum prison term was increased from two
to five years while a maximum prison term was increased to 12 years (which equalizes this crime
with a rape). New crimes are introduced in the Criminal Code: mutilation of female genitalia,
stalking, sexual harassment and forced marriage. Also, displaying, obtaining and possessing
pornographic material and abuse of minors for pornography were entered into amendments
necessary to harmonize laws with the Council of Europe’s Convention on Cybercrime, which
improves legal protection of girls and boys on-line. Also, regulations stipulating that a perpetrator of a
crime of rape, sexual abuse of a helpless person committed against a spouse and illegal sexual acts is
prosecuted on request were deleted from the Criminal Code.

Article 187a.

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 94/16.

Safe refuges, which are managed by Social Services Centres exist in Kragujevac, Leskovac, Priboj,
Smederevo, Vranje, Jagodina, Sabac, Nis and Majdanpek. There are five refuge spaces in the
Autonomous Province of VVojvodina, which are managed by Social Services Centres. They are in
Novi Sad, Zrenjanin, Sombor, Pancevo and Sremska Mitrovica and they can accommodate 122
persons. The Provincial Government, in cooperation with the Fund B92, supported the construction
and equipping of safe places in Zrenjanin, Pancevo, Sombor and Sremska Mitrovica with a total of
22,500,000 dinars.

Training programs on human trafficking for judges, police officers and prosecutors have been
developed, with the focus on the conduct of investigations and provision of protection and support to
victims. Basic training courses on investigations into human trafficking for police officers of the
Criminal Police Administration were conducted in the first quarter of 2017.

All high prosecutor’s offices appointed prosecutors acting as contact persons in cases of human
trafficking, who are trained for this field, and who act and coordinate work in human trafficking
cases. Public prosecutor’s offices, in cooperation with the Judicial Academy, foreign partners and
NGOs, organize and conduct training courses for public prosecutors, particularly prosecutors acting
as contact persons.
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The Protocol was signed between the NGO Astra, the Jesuit Refugee Service and the UNITAS Fund.
The Republic Prosecutor’s Office with the Victimology Society of Serbia and organizations Astra and
Atina; the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development with the UNITAS Fund;
the Ministry of Youth and Sport with the Civil Society Organization Your Serbia, and others.
SOCTA — Serious and Organized Crime Threat Assessment.

The accommodation of children victims of traffickers is in the exclusive jurisdiction of the state and
prospects for accommodation of children in foster families are always a point of departure.
Instructions stipulate that public prosecutor’s offices keep a special record of crimes against persons
doing jobs of public interest in the field of information, of actions taken and of attacks on media
internet sites, which are cases which require urgent attention and action.

The Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 17/17.

It was adopted at a session of the Republic of Serbia Parliament on July 1, 2013.

These are the following areas: political activities; public finances; privatization and public-private
partnerships; judiciary; police; spatial planning and construction; healthcare; education and sports and
media. A special chapter — Corruption Prevention, formulates goals concerning fields of priority
actions, and all other fields at risk of corruption. This strategic document sets 53 goals, for the
achievement of which the Revised Action Plan defines 113 measures and 243 activities.

The Republic of Serbia Government adopted it on August 25, 2013.
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